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Publishing Sri Aurobindo's Complete Works

What does it mean to edit and publish the Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo? Editors Richard Hartz and Peter Heehs and assis-
tant editors Matthijs Cornelissen and Bob Zwicker of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram Archives and Research Library speak about the
joys and difficulties of this immense endeavour.

urobindo's writings. In 1996 the Sri

urobindo Ashram announced that it would
bring out The Complete Works of Sri Aurobindo
in 35 volumes. The set would include around
2,500 pages of new texts that were not part of the
Sri Aurobindo Birth Centenary Library, the 30-
volume set published around 1972 and no longer
available. Publication of the Complete Works
would begin in 1997 and was expected to take four
years. But by August 2003, more than six years
later, only 21 volumes have been published. Why
the delay?

“The estimate of four years was made by
Jayantilal, the founder of the Archives, who initiat-
ed the project and has since passed away,” Bob
ventures carefully. “Jayantilal was an inveterate
optimist who always minimised the difficulties.
The rest of us had serious doubts about the four-
year schedule, but he had none, so he boldly went
ahead and announced it. As we expected, the work
is taking longer than four years. But even the edi-
tors underestimated the time it would take!

“When we began, we had 20 years of work
behind us. In 1975 Nolini-da passed on to the
Archives all of Sri Aurobindo’s manuscripts in his
possession - more than 150 notebooks and thou-
sands of loose sheets. In 1977 we started the jour-
nal Sri Aurobindo: Archives and Research in
which over the next 18 years we published more
than 2,000 pages of newly discovered writings,
including most of the Record of Yoga. During this
period we also brought out Essays Divine and
Human and new editions of The Future Poetry and
Savitri. By 1997 when the Complete Works began,
we had half-a-dozen volumes ready or
almost ready for publication and anoth-
er half-a-dozen well underway. But
after those books were printed,
things slowed down. We have
ten people working full-time
on the job, another ten
working part-time, but itis
still a long process.”

Why is it taking so
long? “First,” answers
Richard, “because we
are perfectionists.
Otherwise this work
would be rather point-
less, since reasonably
adequate editions of the
major works are already
available. We read the text
of each volume at least twice
against Sri Aurobindo’s man-
uscripts and the early editions of
his works. The exact procedure dif-
fers from one book to another, but to
do it properly is always time-con-
suming. Second, we are including
much more previously unpublished
material than we had originally planned. The vol-
umes we are bringing out are getting bigger and
bigger. In the beginning they were four or five
hundred pages each on the average, but the new
ones are six or seven hundred pages or even more,
and there will be more than the projected 35 vol-
umes. Part of the reason for this is that we have had
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some surprises, especially with
Sri Aurobindo’s letters. When we
started, the volumes of letters
were not our responsibility.
Kishor Gandhi was to edit the let-
ters. But then he passed away. All
his material came to us. We had
thought the letters were in pretty
good shape, so we were planning
to add some new letters and then
print the books. But when we
started comparing the Centenary
edition of the letters with Sri
Aurobindo’s manuscripts, we
found that many mistakes had
been made when the letters were
first transcribed. So now all the
letters — thousands of them — are
being compared with Sri
Aurobindo’s manuscripts  to
ensure their accuracy. Several
people in the Archives are doing
this full-time, leaving less man-
power available for other vol-
umes of the Complete Works.
“Actually, the whole project
is going pretty quickly by normal
standards for this kind of work.
Recently I was looking at the critical
edition of the Mahabharata which
was brought out over a period of decades by the
Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute. In the
introduction to one of the early volumes, the chief
editor remarked that he had been in charge of the
project for seventeen years. During that time, criti-
cal editions of four of the eighteen Parvas
had been published. Sri Aurobindo’s
writings do not pose exactly the
same kinds of problems as the
Mahabharata, but if you
want to produce a good
edition you cannot cut
corners.”

The old edition
and the new

How does the
new Complete
Works of  Si
Aurobindo  differ
from the old

Centenary edition of
his writings? Bob
explains: “The
Complete Works will be
more accurate than the
Centenary edition and con-
tain a lot of new material - well
over 3,000 pages that were not in
the Centenary edition. Essays
Divine and Human has about
300 pages of newly published
writings on philosophy and yoga. The Record of
Yoga, Sri Aurobindo’s diary of his sadhana
between 1909 and 1927, is a 1,500-page text that
has been published for the first time. His writings
on the Upanishads now fill two volumes, not just
one as in the Centenary. The Vedic material, like-
wise, will take up three volumes instead of two;
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Artist's impression of Sri Aurobindo in his room dictating Savitri to his scribe Nirodbaran while
The Mother stands behind Sri Aurobindo. Palntlng bv Emanuele executed on a stone slab.

most of the new texts will go in a volume we are
calling Vedic Studies with Writings on Philology.
Many autobiographical writings will be added to
On Himself, which will require two volumes. The
Letters on Yoga may take up four volumes, not just
three, because so many letters will be added. So
you see, although the Complete Works is taking
time, the result will be worth the wait. People will
be getting more than they were promised.”

Letters on Yoga

Does the Archives now possess all of Sri
Aurobindo’s writings? How complete will the
Complete Works be? “With the exception of the
letters, it will be fairly complete,” answers Peter.
“We have virtually all the surviving manuscript
material for his books, essays, poems and plays,
and we will include almost everything that is not
too fragmentary to publish. But the Letters will not
be complete. More letters could still turn up unex-
pectedly, and we can’t even use everything we
have. In some cases we have the whole correspon-
dence, including the disciple’s own letters, such as
Nirodbaran’s and Nagin Doshi’s. In other cases
only Sri Aurobindo’s answers have been pre-
served, but sometimes these are meaningful only if
you have the questions.” Matthijs elaborates:
“Many people have cut out the personal stuff,
sometimes literally with scissors. So you have
these frustrating cases where you are left with a
remark by Sri Aurobindo such as “Yes, this is a
perfect description of the psychic emergence’ and
you don’t know what experience it refers to. That
is one reason why editing the letters is so difficult.
To include a single line like this out of context
doesn’t make sense. Neither is it possible to
include the disciples’ complete letters. They often
went on for pages at a time, with a few words writ-
ten here and there in the margin by Sri Aurobindo.

As it is, we may have to publish the Letters on
Yoga in four volumes rather than three, even if we
give only Sri Aurobindo’s answers as in the previ-
ous editions. In the other volumes — Letters on
Poetry and Art, On Himself and The Mother with
Letters on the Mother — we will include the disci-
ple’s question when it helps. The preparation of
these volumes of letters is now our main focus.”
continued on page 2

Traditionally, the August
issue of Auroville Today has
one or more topics specifical-
ly dedicated to Sri Aurobindo,
whose birthday on August
15th coincided with India’s
Independence Day. As many
of our readers have a deep
interest in Sri Aurobindo's
writings, we publish here an
interview with those respon-
sible for publishing his
Complete Works.

The other main topic in this
special issue Is planning the
city. We examine the views
held on the planning process
by members of the many
groups involved, including
their deeply cherished beliefs
on the city to be.
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Publishing Sri Aurobindo’s Complete Works

continued from page 1

Letters on Poetry and Art

In the early days the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram was a hotbed of poets, with Sri
Aurobindo, in his own words, “directly
responsible for the poetry department™.
For him, writing poetry could be part of
one’s sadhana if practised with the
right inner attitude, and he helped his
disciples in their poetic efforts.
“Hundreds of his letters on poetry and
literature will now appear in a new vol-
ume, Letters on Poetry and Art,”
explains Peter. “In the Centenary edi-
tion these letters (about 500 of them)
appeared in three different books: The
Future Poetry, On Himself and Savitri.
But now we have some 1000 letters, so
we decided to put them in a separate
volume; it will be almost 800 pages
long. Even so, it will not contain the
detailed comments that Sri Aurobindo
made on specific poems of his disci-
ples. Nirodbaran and Amal Kiran have
published some of their poems with Sri
Aurobindo’s corrections and
appraisals. We decided that only Sri
Aurobindo’s remarks of general inter-
est will be included in Letters on

from left to right Peter Heehs, Matthijs Cornelissen, Richard Hartz and Bob Zwicker. the

Poetry and Art.” Adds Bob: “Some day
we plan to publish the letters not by
subject but by correspondent. In this
format the disciple’s questions are
included as well as Sri Aurobindo’s
replies. In the case of literary corre-
spondence, the disciple’s poems can be
printed along with Sri Aurobindo’s
comments. The material will be left in
chronological order and we will be able
to include more of it. The correspon-
dence really springs to life when it is
presented as a day-to-day exchange
between master and disciple. We may
eventually wind up with 20 or 30
books like this. But we will take this up
only when the Complete Works are fin-
ished.”

Preparing editions of Sri
Aurobindo’s writings

On what basis do the editors in the
Archives prepare the texts for publica-
tion? And what does ‘editing” mean
when applied to the writings of Sri
Aurobindo? Answers Peter: “We don’t
‘edit’ in the way the term is usually
understood. Our aim is to publish Sri
Aurobindo’s works in accurate texts
that represent his final intentions. The
authenticity of the text is our concern.
When we have to make decisions, they
are based on textual evidence and not
on subjective factors such as our own
stylistic preferences. If a sentence is
somehow defective due to a slip of the
pen or incomplete revision, we may
emend it, but only when we feel sure
that the emendation is what Sri
Aurobindo intended to write. He used
to joke about his slips of the pen, so
that possibility has to be taken into
account when something in the manu-
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script doesn’t seem to make sense. But
we are extremely cautious about mak-
ing such emendations — even more so
than previous editors.”

Richard gives an example of an
incompletely revised sentence. “In the
second paragraph of the essay Purna
Yoga,! Sri Aurobindo originally wrote:
‘It does not matter if for the present you
fall short of your aim so long as you
give yourself wholly to the attempt.”
He then revised the sentence and
changed ‘wholly’ to ‘wholeheartedly’.
He also crossed out the two occur-
rences of ‘you’ and wrote ‘we’ above
them. Where ‘your’ appeared before
‘aim’, he crossed out the ‘y” so that it
became ‘our’. But he did not touch
‘yourself’. So the manuscript reads: ‘It
does not matter if for the present we
fall short of our aim so long as we give
yourself wholeheartedly to the
attempt.” The ungrammatical phrase
‘we give yourself’ obviously came
about due to an oversight in revision.
No editor would print it, even though it
is what is in the manuscript. When the
essay was published in the first edition
of The Hour of God in 1959, ‘yourself’
was corrected to ‘ourselves’ as Sri

‘Guna’ everywhere. In the Complete
‘Works, we have gone back to what was
printed during Sri Aurobindo’s life-
time. Another example, also in Essays
on the Gita, is the word ‘dharma’,
which Sri Aurobindo wrote with or
without capitalising the ‘d’, depending
on what he meant. In the Centenary
edition the word was uniformly capi-
talised, blurring the distinction he
intended to make. Here too we went
back to the original. In this one book,
there are more than 1,000 small differ-
ences such as these between the new
edition and the previous one. People
say that we have ‘changed’ it, but in

- fact what we did was to revert to the

original, that is, we restored what Sri
Aurobindo himself wrote.”

Savitri

The Archives has been severely
put to the test in connection with the
edition of Savitri that was published in
1993. Many people were shocked by
the number of differences from previ-
ous editions. Sri Aurobindo had
worked on Savitri for 34 years - from
1916 until the month before his passing
m 1950. During this time the poem
grew from a narra-
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tive poem of moder-
ate length into an

epic of almost
24,000 lines. He
revised the poem

again and again, fill-
ing notebooks, chit-
pads and loose sheets
of paper with his
alterations and addi-
tions, and revising by
dictation when he
could no longer see
well enough to do it
with his own hand.
The text was
undoubtedly a chal-
lenging one. Only
after seven years of
careful checking and
rechecking of the
original manuscripts

Aurobindo presumably intended. In
Essays Divine and Human, where such
essays reproduced from his manu-
scripts are now published, we have
accepted this emendation and others
like it. In newly published material we
have made similar emendations our-
selves where necessary.”

Peter continues: “Any time there is
a doubt about a sentence, our first
response is to look at the manuscript.
Sometimes a translator will come and
ask if a certain sentence is okay or not,
and give all sorts of reasons why it
should be changed. (This usually hap-
pens with translators, because they
have to understand every word before
they can translate it.) The answer is
always found by analysing the physical
evidence. It is never a question of mak-
ing a purely subjective decision. It is
the same when we evaluate previous
editions. In practice, when we prepare
Sri Aurobindo’s writings for publica-
tion, part of our work consists of restor-
ing texts to their original form where
we feel that others have edited them too
freely.”

Matthijs clarifies: “Our effort is to
keep the writings as Sri Aurobindo
wrote them. We have found that former
editors took lots of liberties with capi-
talising words and changing punctua-
tion marks. In the Centenary edition,
for example, the policy adopted for
Sanskrit words was to capitalise the
first letter of all words that are not itali-
cised. In Essays on the Gita the word
‘guna’ occurs a couple of hundred
times. Sri Aurobindo rarely italicised
or capitalised that word. In the
Centenary edition, it has been system-
atically capitalised; ‘guna’ has become

was it announced in
Archives and

Research journal of
December 1986 that a new edition of
Savitri was ready. But this turned out to
be just the beginning. The long list of
corrections published in the journal
caused an outery in some circles in the
Ashram. There were people who found
that the new edition contained changes
which were not to their liking or not
what they were
used to reading in

More generally, she sanctioned the
method of basing corrections on a com-
parison of the copies, typescripts, etc.,
with the manuscript - the method that
was later applied more systematically
by the Archives. Her approval of the
editorial process is mentioned in
Amal’s book Our Light and Delight in
the next paragraph after he reports that
she told him he was not to change
‘even a comma’. So her words have to
be understood in this context.

“Contrary to popular belief, the
published text of Savitri was in a state
of flux in the early days. Mistakes were
gradually being noticed and were cor-
rected almost every time there was a
reprint up to 1976, after which the
Archives began its work and it was
decided not to make any further correc-
tions until the new edition was ready.
There are more than 170 differences
between the 1950-51 edition and the
1954 edition, including about 80
involving commas and others that are
much more significant. In the last two
pages of Book Four, Canto Two, sever-
al lines of the first edition were
replaced in 1954 with versions whose
wording is entirely different. These
versions were taken from a typescript
revised by Sri Aurobindo, which had
been overlooked when the first edition
was prepared. The Mother was aware
of the work that was done on Savitri in
1954. Since she approved of the correc-
tions then being made, her remark to
Amal cannot possibly have meant that
she wanted the text printed in 1950-51
to be kept exactly as it was. She could
not have meant anything other than
what Amal himself explained in an
interview a few years ago, namely, that
he was not to change anything accord-
ing to his own ideas. In the same inter-
view, he mentioned another conversa-
tion he had with the Mother in which
he explained to her that corrections in
Savitri might be necessary because Sri
Aurobindo’s words had sometimes
been misread. She said, ‘That’s a dif-
ferent matter.’

“The discovery of errors in the
published text of Savitri continued after
1954 and led to many further correc-
tions when the Centenary edition was
published in 1970. But most of these
mistakes were obvious enough to be
noticed by someone reading the printed
book. In those days, the manuscripts
and typescripts were checked only
when an error was suspected. (It was
while doing this kind of spot-checking
in 1954 that the revised typescript I

But this was intelligent and construc-
tive criticism, in contrast to much of
what the Archives has faced more
recently. It had the valuable effect of
stimulating Nirodbaran and Amal, who
had worked on the earlier editions
under the Mother’s supervision, to play
an active role in preparing the new edi-
tion of Savitri and ultimately to take
full responsibility for it. They spent
four years looking at the manuscripts
and other materials related to each
point in our list of proposed correc-
tions. It was they who decided every
detail of what was finally printed. What
was remarkable was to witness
Nirodbaran’s absolute integrity. He
had been the one who had copied the
manuscripts of Savitri for Sri
Aurobindo and he had done a very
impressive job. But if our readings
were right, he had made some mistakes
in copying the hundreds of pages of

_ difficult manuscripts. He now had the

authority to make the final decisions.
He could easily have justified his own
copying where we doubted its correct-
ness. Nobody could have challenged
him. But he never once took that atti-
tude. His only concern was with seeing
what Sri Aurobindo had written and
following it.”

The handwriting

Gradually, Sri Aurobindo’s finely
etched handwriting became notorious
for being almost illegible. In his
Correspondence, Nirodbaran cites an
instance where he protested, “Good
Lord, your writing is exceeding all lim-
its, Sir!” Sri Aurobindo retorted,
“Transformation of handwriting. The
self exceeds all limits, the handwriting
should do so also.2” Peter comments:
“There are early periods of the hand-
writing when almost every letter is dis-
tinctly formed. There are later periods
when you often have just the general
shape of a word and have to see from
the context what word fits, looking at a
combination of form and meaning. The
last stage of the handwriting, around
1947 when Sri Aurobindo’s eyesight
was failing, looks almost illegible at

an earlier edition
that the Mother
herself had given
them. And had
not the Mother
said to Amal
Kiran in 1954 that =%
she wouldn’t
allow him to
change even a
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comma in
Savitri?

Richard
answers: “There
has been a lot of
confusion

because that statement of the Mother
has been misinterpreted by people who
don’t know about the editorial work
she actually authorised. Taken out of
context, what she said to Amal may
sound like an unanswerable argument
against the new edition of Savitri and,
by extension, against the work of the
Archives as a whole. It is cited, for
example, in several court cases against
the 1993 edition of Savitri which we
have had to fight in the last few years.
(As you can imagine, this has not
helped us to stay on schedule with the
Complete Works.) But the fact is that
in 1954 the Mother approved of plenty
of changes in the printed text of Savitri.

A sample of the handwriting of Sri Aurobindo. The text reads: “What we seem to be is a
thinking human animal. What we are and have to become is God; the secret purpose of
our existence here is to find the occult Reality of ourselves and the world, to become
Divine." This text was written between the middle and late 1940s.

From Essays Divine and Human, vol. 12 CWSA , p. 287

mentioned was found by accident.) Yet
the only way to be sure about the accu-
racy of the text is to read the final man-
uscripts all the way through and look at
all the subsequent stages of copying,
typing and printing to see whether dif-
ferences from the manuscript were due
to Sri Aurobindo’s dictated revision or
to someone else’s inadvertency. This is
what the Archives has spent so many
years doing.

“After completing three such read-
ings of the manuscripts of Savirri, we
published our first list of proposed cor-
rections in 1986. There was some criti-
cism of that list, and this had to be dealt
with before we could proceed further.

first sight. Often it is hard to figure out
where one word ends and the next
begins. But when you study this hand-
writing it turns out to be rather system-
atically illegible, making it not impos-
sible to read. For example, sometimes
in trying to decipher a word it helps to
count the dots of the ‘i’s; generally they
are all there somewhere. And if we are
lucky, there may be an earlier draft of
the same text that is clearer.
Meanwhile, as we struggle to tran-
scribe the texts, the pressure to finish
the book and get it to the press is
mounting, because we are always
behind schedule.

continued on page 3




MATRIMANDIR

Light play in the Petals

Art and technology collaborate in the meditation chambers
of the twelve petals around Matrimandir

meditation chambers in the petals around the

Matrimandir has been slow, as this work was
never considered a priority. These days, however,
much progress is being made and there is light at the
end of the tunnel - in fact almost literally in the case
of the light shields for each of the windows, the port-
hole-like opening in each Chamber. Auroville Today
met with artist Shanta (Chantal Gowa) to hear about
the latest realizations.

“I have been working on this project for over 7
years,” says Shanta. Recognised for her intuitive sen-
sibility and artistic vision, Shanta was invited by
Roger Anger to select the correct colours and design
the window shields for each of the twelve meditation
chambers surrounding the Matrimandir. Each of the

T he pace of the work to complete the twelve

The play of light and shadow through the
window shield of ‘Generosity’

chambers is to be painted a specific colour, to which
The Mother attributed a specific quality, so that visi-
tors to the chamber can meditate on that aspect of
their journey towards integrality.

“Sincerity (light blue), Peace (deep blue),
Equality (blue violet), Generosity (pure violet),
Goodness (reddish violet), Courage (pure red),
Progress  (vermillion), Receptivity (orange),
‘Aspiration (golden yellow), Perseverance (light yel-

low), Gratitude (light green), and Humility (dark
green) are the dozen.
Shanta has painstakingly researched the meanings
behind the attributes of each colour. Gathering The
Mother’s and Sri Aurobindo’s own words to describe
these attributes, she has built up a voluminous refer-
ence work to which she constantly turns for inspira-
tion as she visualizes her window designs.

“When I first came here, it was the pale shades
that Aurovilians liked,” says Shanta.” An early exper-
iment was with the colour violet painted in a Spanish

SRI AUROBINDO ASHRAM ARCHIVES AND RESEARCH LIBRARY

fresco style and
tested in  the
Generosity cham-
ber. But it has
given a somewhat
washed-out

impression  and
more and more I
got the feeling that

it is the wrong
choice.” The search
for the perfect vio-

-let continues.

“The Mother always spoke of pure colours.
When She spoke of pure red, it is not pink that she
meant! Mother spoke about the petals as a space in
which to have a colour bath,” explains Shanta. “If
you need courage for example, you go to the appro-
priate chamber with the red walls. There you sit for
whatever time you need and immerse in the vibration
of that colour.” Shanta believes that if the colour is
the exact pigmentation as visualized by The Mother,
then its vibration will bear the quality attributed to it.
“This is why we have been so
particular to get the colours
right.”

Currently a seemingly cor-
rect deep blue pigment has
been ‘discovered’ for the Peace
chamber and brought all the
way from Germany. “It is a
pure pigment, and we had to
mix it with media and prepare
the paint ourselves,” recollects
Shanta. She goes on to narrate
the elaborate process that fol-
lowed. “We decided to use the
dynamised water prepared by
Bhagawandas that had been
exposed to the mantra of The
Mother [see AVToday January
2002, #156]. We made close
tol5 litres of paint, and seven

Section through petal chamber (not to scale)

material. It is on this layer that Shanta creates her
designs of oval cut-outs of various sizes. The light
coming through the two shields into the Chamber has
a chiaroscuro effect, a magical play of golden light
and shadow through the cut-outs in the fibreglass.
Shanta shares her experience: “I discovered a won-
derful effect. Sometimes it is like a sphere, sometimes
like the moon, like the various phases of the moon. It
feels like something from another world.”

Shanta does her experiments using some of the

of us painted the rooms.”

Alongside the work to
select the pigments, the design of
the shields for each window progressed. Shanta
explains that until three years ago the shields were
visualised as circular semi-transparent pieces. “Then
Roger Anger wanted to try the overall shape of the
Matrimandir. This resulted in oval shields, measuring
155 centimetres by 130 centimetres.”

The white-colour shields are double layered and
curve inwards. A gap of a few inches separates them.
The inner layer consists of a sheet of translucent
fibreglass. The outer layer is also made of the same

Shanta appraises a model for the shields

finest white paper available in France. But recently
work progressed a step further. In collaboration with
Joel, who fabricates light aircraft bodies in a factory
near Bangalore, Shanta has realised the first of the 12
shields, an inspired creation of breathtaking beauty,
which will soon be placed in the Peace chamber.
As with so many other aspects of the Matrimandir,
the collaboration of artistic vision with modern mate-
rials and advanced technology has again borne fruit.
Priya Sundaravalli

Publishing Sri Aurobindo’s Complete Works

continued from page 2

“A lot of what we do is essential-
ly glorified proofreading. That
sometimes brings the danger that the
work becomes just the grist of the
day, where you go through another
20 pages of text. Doing this kind of
work is entirely different from read-
ing Sri Aurobindo’s writings for
yourself, where you can enjoy the
flow of the argument and the beauty
of the language. We sometimes miss
the forest for the trees. But there is a
reward in this work. It is fascinating
to study the way in which Sri
Aurobindo revised his own texts - a
privilege which others cannot share
with us. This work does take you
into his consciousness, so to speak,
and it gives a kind of precision and
in-depth understanding, looking at
the exact nuances of the words he is
using and seeing why he is changing
one word to another. It gives a par-
ticular intimacy.”

Richard describes the experience
of deciphering words that have
almost been given up as illegible:
“In front of you is the manuscript of
a writing that has never been pub-
lished before. It is to be included in a
book that is nearly ready to go to the
press. But in the printout there are

still places marked with ‘[. . .]°,
meaning an illegible word. I know
that this piece of paper has been
lying around for maybe 90 years or
so and that something is written
there, something that came from Sri
Aurobindo’s consciousness, which
nobody has been able to decipher.
This is the last chance to read that
word or phrase for this edition. And
that is exciting. At this point I lock
myself in the cold storage room
where we keep Sri Aurobindo’s
original manuscripts and I will
remain there until I solve the prob-
lem. I feel somewhat like a yogi
doing tapasya in a cave in the
Himalayas. Taking my small loupe
with 8x magnification, I put it on the
word in the manuscript and sit there
looking at it, aware of the context
but preferably with no preconceived
ideas about what kind of word it
might be. I have found that it is
mainly a question of tenacity, of not
giving up. After staring at a word
sometimes for hours, there is a mys-
terious moment when suddenly,
without my knowing exactly when
or how it happened, I know what is
written there. You can call it intu-
ition or whatever you like. That is
one of the satisfactions of this
work.”

The meaning

Editing Sri Aurobindo’s texts is
one thing, understanding them is
something else. Peter remarks: “In a
sense, the meaning is not our prob-
lem. Our aim is to provide an accurate
text by following Sri Aurobindo’s
manuscripts. Obviously, to be able to
do anything in the English language
you have to know the language, and
of course we try to understand the
text ourselves as part of the process.
But it is not our work to interpret the
text for readers. Here and there we
have added factual footnotes about
the manuscript or some textual diffi-
culty, but we do not comment on the
text. For the Record of Yoga we will
publish a glossary and a structural
outline of the system of terminology,
because it is so unusual and inaccessi-
ble. But even there, we keep the ele-
ment of subjective interpretation to a
minimum. We study the contexts in
which Sri Aurobindo has used a par-
ticular word, in the Record and in his
other works, and on that basis we for-
mulate a definition, as close as possi-
ble to his own words, taking the
Sanskrit dictionary definition and if
necessary the etymology into
account. That is as far as the responsi-
bility of the Archives goes, as we see
it. Any interpretation of the text or

commentary on it is an individual’s
personal business.”

The Mother's works

Is there any chance of bringing out
a Complete Works of the Mother — a
revised and enlarged edition of the
Collected Works? Bob shakes his
head. “Not at the moment. We are
fully absorbed in Sri Aurobindo’s
works. The Mother’s works are on
hold. What is being done for now is to
reissue the [7-volume Collected
Works of the Mother in a new edition.
Its text will be the same as that of the
first edition, apart from the correction
of a few errors. And by the end of this
year we will issue a CD-ROM of these
17 volumes, with a good search pro-
gramme. I may add that the 17 vol-
umes are now available not only in
English but in French — and the work
of preparing the French edition for
press was done largely by Jyoti Sobel,
who is now an Aurovilian. So for the
moment we are concentrating on Sri
Aurobindo’s works, but a Complete
Works of the Mother will come.”
In conversation with Carel

L Sri Aurobindo, Essays Divine and
Human, CWSA, vol. 12, p. 98.

2 Nirodbaran, Correspondence with
Sri Aurobindo, p. 689.

In brief
Praying for rains

This year's summer rains have so far
failed. Due to the lack of sufficient
monsoons in the last few years the
ground water table has gone down
to an alarming level. A few silent
concentrations took place to ask for
Mother's Grace for the rains to
come. The power supply to
Auroville has become irregular due
to the shrinking of thermal and
hydro power generation.

Matrimandir concerns
Dr Kireet Joshi, Chairman of the
Auroville Foundation, addressed the
residents of Auroville to explain the
decisions taken at a Governing
Board Meeting in New Delhi on
June 24th. The Board found that the
Matrimandir Core Group appointed
by it has not functioned harmo-
niously and fruitfully to the extent
expected. The Board expressed
anguish that Auroville has not yet
succeeded in demonstrating the
spirit of united endeavour vibrant
with Harmony, Goodwill, Discipline
and Truth as given by Mother in
one of her messages to
Matrimandir. The Board urged the
Core Group members to make one
more effort. Other decisions taken
include the approval of the appoint-
ment of the Acting Secretary as the
second  signatory for  the
Matrimandir accounts; a call to
Auroville residents to come forward
to help complete Matrimandir; and
a re-iteration of the Board's views
that Mr. Roger Anger is the archi-
tect of Aurovile and of the
Matrimandir.

MM test lake

With the help of experts of the
German Landesgewerbeanstalt in
Nuremberg, a trial pond has been
made, using for lake-bed sealing a
compacted mixture of clay called
Bentonite and red laterite Auroville
soil. After more than a month of
monitoring it appears that the water
level does not drop at a rate faster
than that due to natural evapora-
tion. A deeper pond will now be
constructed to test the sealing tech-
nique on a larger scale.

MM inner skin

Aluminium profiles to frame the
translucent triangular panels of glass
for the inner skin of the
Matrimandir, manufactured at a
factory in Mysore, have arrived. The
profiles will be fashioned into 750
triangular frames, each side approx-
imately three metres long.

New issue of MM
journal

Issue no. 11 of the Matrimandir
Journal, ‘The Divine Shakti and the
Integral Yoga', is available from
matrimandir@auroville.org.in

Auroville News Policy
A new policy for the weekly
Auroville News is being prepared
after a survey in which 142 people
participated. The main changes will
be that the word 'Auroville’ will no
longer appear in the title, and that
contributions will be screened by an
editorial team which is accountable
to the Auroville Council.

RITAM

From August 2003 the Sri
Aurobindo International Institute for
Educational Research [SAIIER], will
publish a new bi-annual journal
RITAM on material and spiritual
researches in Auroville. It will publish
articles, interviews etc. which are
relevant to Auroville, both from
people in Auroville as well as from
others. Those wanting a free hard
copy please write to
unity@auroville.org.in. The maga-
zine will also be available at
http://www.auroville.org/index/ri
tam.htm.
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MAIN THEME: PLANNING THE CITY

Auroville City Development

For the last three years, the Interim Development Council has overseen the development of Auroville. its mandate expired in May

evelopment is controversial everywhere
Din the world. Managing development

well means balancing the known needs
of today against the uncertain needs of the long-
term future: weighing-up the conflicting inter-
ests of industry, the environment, commerce and
the general public. This is difficult.

In Auroville, there is the added complication
that we are not just building a city. We are par-
ticipating in an Experiment of which the City is
merely the physical manifestation. So Ideals
have to be added to the scales, with their
attached baggage of passionately held interpre-
tations and irreconcilable disagreements.

Auroville Today decided to take the temper-
ature, so to speak, of that section of the commu-
nity which has day-to-day responsibility for
developing the City of Dawn. We spoke sepa-
rately to the Interim Development Council,
Auroville’s Future, the International Zone
Group and the Green Group. (The Industrial
Zone Group were out of town, and there are cur-
rently no bodies representing the Residential or
Cultural Zones.)

We asked them how they see the next three
to five years. What do they want? How will they
be working with other groups? What do they
actually do?

A note on the Masterplan

The Auroville Masterplan is the official
development plan for Auroville which was
approved by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development on April 12, 2001. It is a “perspec-
tive plan”, which contains the broad concepts
and philosophies of the township’s develop-
ment. It has a time-span of about 25 years.
Within the framework of the perspective plan,
detailed development plans will be made, which
have time-scales up to five years. Development
plans can only be made once the ground realities
are clear; they require surveys to acquire the
necessary data. Lastly, there will be annual
plans made for implementation.

The Masterplan also forms a crucial safe-
guard for Auroville’s place within the bio-
region. Without it, Auroville cannot request any
kind of protection from the Tamil Nadu or
Central Governments. Since land-purchase is
still a problem, this protection is of the utmost
importance.

The need for a Masterplan was therefore
accepted fairly equanimously by the communi-
ty. However, it is by no means regarded by all
Aurovilians as a definite plan for how Auroville
will actually develop. Nevertheless, both
Auroville’s Future and the Interim Development
Council regard the Masterplan as the basic blue-
print for the City.

The Interim Development Council

If any group can be said to manage the
process of what gets built where in Auroville, it
is the IDC. All planning applications must be
referred to them, and they can effectively veto
any projects. They are also responsible for
developing the city’s public infrastructure.

This is a very difficult task, considering that
they have almost no resources. Auroville is
chronically short of human and financial capital.
Since it takes enormous amounts of both to
build even a small town, the IDC really are try-
ing to make bricks without straw.

The IDC also, in the nature of things, attract
the most direct criticism from the community.
There are several reasons. Firstly, implementing
the Masterplan means upsetting existing resi-
dents. “Take the road plan,” says Joseba. “When
the plan is put into execution, and the road work
commences, someone challenges the concept
entirely, or starts asking for the road to be shift-
ed an extra 10 or 20 meters from where they are
living!”

Secondly, being the body responsible for
saying No to peoples’ cherished projects does
not make the IDC popular.

Finally, since the IDC are seen as champi-
ons of the Masterplan, they become a lightning-
rod for community discontent on that subject.

Auroville’s Future

L’Avenir d’Auroville, or Auroville’s
Future, dates back to 1965, and has the distinc-
tion of being created by Mother Herself.

“Three things were established during
Mother’s own time,” says Pashi. “One was the
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Architect, Roger Anger. Second was the concept
of Auroville. Third was the creation of
Auroville’s Future as the department to assist
Roger in executing it.”

After nearly forty years, including a period
where it ceased to exist altogether, Auroville’s
Future is still fulfilling this role. They function
as the town planning department for the City.
They start by making assumptions about the
population growth of Auroville. From there,
they can estimate likely patterns of consumption
for water, energy, transport and so forth. The
level of detail required for this work is consider-
able. The team is awesomely knowledgeable,
dedicated and energetic. And they are quite
happy to call in outside help: one of the key con-
sultants in developing the Masterplan was Mr
Dattatri, former Chief Town Planner of the
Chennai Metropolitan Authority.

Like the IDC, Auroville’s Future are com-
pletely committed to implementing the
Masterplan. They are not unsympathetic to
desires for a more “organic” growth of the City.
But as Anandi explains, “Mother was very clear
she really wanted a plan. And She discussed
with Roger so many small details about it. For
us that is also a sign that there had to be a plan.
Otherwise we would be developing like other
cities all over the world ~ they have grown
organically.”

The International Zone

The International Zone perhaps presents the
smoothest road in terms of its development.
Many of the problems that make life extremely
difficult for Auroville’s Future, the IDC and the
Green Group do not exist in the International
Zone.

Auroville owns all but five acres of the land.
There is nothing much there to knock down. No-
one lives in it or near it, so NIMBY (Not In My
Back Yard) attitudes to new roads and infra-
structure aren’t a problem. Relationships with
likely providers of capital and inspiration (the
Auroville International centres overseas) are
good. Finally, uniquely, Auroville as a whole is
not yet passionately married to any particular
outcome. So the constant cataract of complaints
that pours down on development debate else-
where is only experienced as a tiny drip in the
International Zone.

To top it all off, the team doing the work is
as passionate, informed, diverse and committed
as you could wish to meet. And positive! The
word “problem” only occurred once during the
interview.

The existing buildings in the International
Zone are Bharat Nivas (soon to be restored to its
rightful role as the Indian Pavilion rather than de
facto Auroville Town Hall), Savitri Bhavan, the
Tibetan Pavilion, the Guest House of the
American Pavilion and the Unity Pavilion. This
last will be “very important” says Sergei. “It will
be where we co-ordinate development of the
International Zone. And it refers to the soul of
humanity as a whole, if other buildings are refer-
ring to souls of the nations. The International
Zone Group office will be there, as will architec-
tural planning. And it will be a place for
Pavilion Groups who have no places of their
own.”

The team sees itself as having two main
tasks at present. The first is to understand
Mother’s vision for the International Zone. The
second is to work very closely with the
Auroville Ineternational centres who will be
prime movers in actually building the Pavilions
— “the spiritual embassies of the nations,” in
Sergei’s words.

The Green Group

In some ways, the Green Group are the odd-
people-out in our group of interviews. They are
not specifically responsible for developing any
part of the City. They have no formal powers of
veto. They do not make development proposals.

However, perhaps more than any of the
development working-groups, the Green Group
provides a bridge between Auroville’s eco-vil-
lage past and its hopefully eco-friendly future.
And they are custodians of Auroville’s most vis-
ible and precious external achievement — the
trees. It is as if they are holding our collective
conscience.

Interviewing AuroFuture at their (old) office
in the morning, and then meeting the Green

Group at QOasis Juice Bar the same afternoon,
was like flying from Singapore’s Changi airport
to Tibet. A different world, a different world-
view. Much gentler, more diffuse, but just as
well-defined. So what about development?
Kireet, whose work with check-dams has
reached a point where a monsoon of up to 20cm
is contained with no run-off, agrees. “It should

beginnings. Construction of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge involved demolishing half a suburb,
compulsorily displacing thousands of people.
Was it worth it? Probably. But let’s hope that
they talked about it for a bit before starting.

Luckily, this is Auroville. There will, no
doubt, have been very many words exchanged
by the time we are a city of 50,000.

be in harmony with Nature, all the building, the
landscaping and everything we are going

David C

to do in Auroville. No pollution during
and after building. Not abusing nature, but
taking all the steps in line with nature. It
will ask us to be very conscious on the
way.” ;

The other groups talked mostly about
“what” they are doing and “why”. But the
Green Group is primarily concerned with
“how we do it,” says Gemma. “All these
people with passionate views about This
Is What It Should Be... If we can find a
way to create something with a reasonable
degree of harmony and peace, instead of
what we do at the moment, then that’s
actually the aim, isn’t it?”

This makes working with Auroville’s
Future and the IDC, in particular, a little
difficult. It is not because of any wish —on
either side — to be stand-offish. But the
working-methods don’t quite meet in the
middle. Kireet explains, “Fixed proposals
have to be somehow flexible as well. If
necessary, we have to change the plan and
do it better. Everything changes so fast we
that have to adapt constantly.”

Conclusion
It seems worth repeating that develop-
ment - is difficult. Not counting

Matrimandir and the Matrimandir Lake &
Gardens, few issues carry such an emo-
tional charge in Auroville, or affect our
everyday lives to such an extent.
Development has a long tail. Once a
block of flats is put up, or a canyon is
built-over, that is the end of the story for
many years to come. So it seems right that
we should vigorously debate the princi-
ples on which to build the City the Earth
Needs. What do we need, come to that?
Asking lots of “what” and “why” and
“how” questions can help to make sure
that we — and the earth — don’t suffer
unnecessarily when the bull-dozers move
in. And the grandeur of the vision must be
weighed against the costs, both financial
and human. Even projects that come to be
seen as iconic often have very shaky

Sy

A Beginner's Guide to Devel

Are you confused about which group does what? AvToday provides

How to Read the Guide

Function: what the Group basically does around town
Mission: the purpose and intention of the Group regarding
development, as clearly stated by them during the interview
Orientation: is their conversation basically oriented towards
“What”, “Why” or “How” statements?

Team: to what extent do they appear to be a team as conven-
tionally defined? (100% = exhibits all characteristics of a
Team)

Efficiency: AVToday’s subjective impression of how effec-
tive the Group feels itself to be.(0% = life is almost impossible,
100% = we're totally winning)

Style: what is their conversational style? what do they talk
about?

Leadership: what sort of leadership style (if any) do they
exhibit?

AV Ideals: to what extent does the Group seem to think it
understands and reflects the ideals of Mother? (100% = cer-
tainty that we know what She meant, and we’re doing it)
Self-doubt: awareness exhibited that they might be mistaken,
or on the wrong track. (0% = untroubled by self-doubt, 100%
= tortured by it)

_ Inclusivity: willingness to include and work with ideas radi-

cally different from their own (100% = max inclusivity)
AVT féeling: the general feeling — state of your
correspondent after
the interview

The Interim Development Grou|

Function: Manage the overall developmen
Mission: To implement the Master Plan
Orientation: “What”

Team: 50% — but only two (hugely dissim
sent for interview, so difficult to rate
Efficiency: 40% — a noticeable sense o
which almost certainly does not reflect real
Style: Tendency to focus on the problems ir
slightly harried outlook overall. Very inte
ship between the Yoga and building the cit:
tive outlook emerged after encouragement
Leadership: Dogged, persistent

AV Ideals: 85%

Self-doubt: 25% — the IDC takes much dire
AV, which has a bad effect on morale desf
of Mission

Inclusivity: 30% — genuinely acknowle
validity of viewpoints different to the Mis:
them in?

AVT feeling: Positive, but your correspor
need to be reassuring and sympathetic.
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- “You can't plan a city on whims and fancies”

Interview with Anandi, Lalit, Pashi and Sheril of Auroville’s Future

VToday: As the original town planning
Aafﬁce in Auroville, how would you
describe your role in city development?

. Pashi: We at Auroville’s Future want to go
* ahead with development according to the
Mother’s mandate. Whether it’s planning or sur-
veys or whatever, only Auroville’s Future has
been doing this work. Also, groups of technically

competent people, like planners and architects,
have been encouraged to come together for plan-
ning for each of the four Zones. These inputs can
be taken into consideration in the context of what
Roger Anger has conceived for the City.
We believe that the Residential Zone is the most
important one, because the maximum population
is going to be in that Zone — 40,000 people. Over
the last two years, thanks to financial help from
Asia Urbs - a European
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Commission project — we have
been able to look into the vari-
ous aspects that would go into
the detailed planning of this
zone. Surveys of the existing
communities — their water con-

b
! ; ;
s A ! sumption, power consumption,
N H | infrastructure, sewage treatment
o Q“\\ f' etc. — are helping us to come out
s .

with a functional blueprint
] which will be presented to the
community soon. This is our
first five-year Development
Plan.

Lalit: We have targeted a
population of 5,000 in the next
five years. For that we have
worked out the water and energy
requirement, the social facilities,
infrastructure, schools, health
centres and so on. We have
/ selected the pockets for develop-
/ ment in all Zones. The challenge
is for the community to come
out with various options, alter-
natives, within broad parame-
ters. We can build this much,
‘\ leave this much open, these are

the facilities required and so
1 forth.

AVToday: What are the imme-
diate needs? !

OUTER
RING

" ROAD Pashi: The most pressing

need is, of course, related to the
land which we do not fully own.
How can one plan and develop a
city without this? The starting
point in any urban habitat’s
‘development is always consoli-
dating land and putting the infra-
structure in place. In our case,
we cannot even lay the crown
road, let alone the main arterial
road of Auroville for this reason.
Lalit: The City area now has
1,250 acres, of which Auroville

lopment

a simple guide to a complex subject..

) Auroville’'s Future

The Green Group

owns almost 1,000 acres. Our population is
increasing by about 100 people per year or more.
Our second main concern is the development of
affordable housing, as the financial background
of new arrivals to Auroville is mostly middle-
income and slightly below-middle income.

The third key issue is water. Auroville will
be under construction for the next 20 years. So
we have to estimate our water requirement for
construction, as well as for normal living needs.
Until now this has not been possible. People say
that because there is a water problem, there
should be no more than 10,000 people in
Auroville. But we should not forget a fundamen-
tal point — that when Auroville was started, there
was not a drop of water. If we take the base as
zero, we are already at some level. And if you
argue that this is a static capacity, you are doubt-
ing your own capacities — it is as simple as that.

AVToday: How do you interpret Mother’s state-
ment that the City should house 50,000 people?

Pashi: There have been different interpreta-
tions. Some people believe that when Mother
said 50,000 people, she also meant the 40,000
existing village inhabitants of the area. However,
Roger Anger — who has talked so much on
Auroville with Mother — is convinced that
Mother didn’t mean that. She meant 50,000
seckers who wish to follow the Charter of
Auroville. This is an important point that is over-
looked. What is Auroville, and why are we here
in Auroville? Basically, we are here because we
have accepted to work towards realising the
ideals of Auroville — seekers of that Human
Unity that is implied in Integral Yoga. From that
point of view, building the City is not purely a
development issue as it is understood all over. It
has a totally different objective, because the
physical manifestation is only one aspect of it.
There are many other levels of manifestation in
Auroville which are also among the real objec-
tives of Auroville. And if we don’t accept this,
the question is “What are we doing in
Auroville?”

AVToday: How does Auroville’s Future plan to
meet the challenge of 50,000 Aurovilians plus
the village population, plus the satellite city
growing around Auroville?

Pashi: This population of 50,000 may take a
long, long time to materialize. We cannot deter-
mine how long it might take, because it is a vol-
untary effort on the part of the individual to
choose to come and participate.

On the other hand, there is a standard, normal

growth rate of population outside Auroville,
which follows a pattern as revealed in the
Census. So 50,000 Auroville residents will share
the region with a population of about 150,000
people — up from 40,000 today. Our responsibili-
ty as planners is to take into account the growth
patterns of the entire bio-region. If we overlook
that, we are asking for a serious problem.

Auroville will need to start thinking in terms
of developing co-habitation. At the same time,
we have to be wary of the fact that some vil-
lagers have only their own economic benefit in
mind. The landowners, in particular, want to get
the most out of it. So land-protection comes into
play, not only for the City but for the Green Belt
also. What form should it take?

For we may not have the resources, or even
the intention, to acquire all the land in the Green
Belt. One of the reasons the Green Belt was cre-
ated as part of the town plan was to experiment
on the ecological aspect along with the villages
that are dependent on that land. So we cannot
acquire it all and say, “Right this is our territory
and you cannot enter.”

AVToday: How is the working relationship
between Auroville’s Future and other working
groups in Auroville?

Sheril: In meetings, conflict points emerge
more readily than the points of consensus. It’s
been the case before that people had a completely
different opinion about how things should be. For
example, the Zone Groups function independent-
ly, which can easily lead to differences of opin-
ion, or confrontations.

There is now a trend being set where every-
one is consulted. Many different issues that have
come up in the recent past have been resolved by
discussion. Now that we try to work together,
there is not so much of a problem. We have
realised that actually we have the same concerns,
but a different way of expressing them. For
example, I work regularly with the Industrial
Zone Group as a representative from Auroville’s
Future. I keep them up-to-date with what is hap-
pening here. All the development and planning is
now happening more in harmony.

Pashi: We feel that that some Aurovilians’
points of view are based on emotions, rather than
hard facts. But on whims or fancies or emotions
you cannot plan a city; you cannot plan anything.
So we need to get away from that emotional
aspect of what so-and-so said, and the interpreta-
tion, to come to the statistic-based and data-
based thinking to see what is practically possible
and what is not.

Abha Prakash

The International Zone Group

t of Auroville

ilar) members pre-

7 low self-esteem,
ty

.conversation, plus
esting on relation-
". Much more posi-

ct flak from within
ite absolute clarity

1ge existence and
:ion, but how to fit

dent felt a curious

Function: Administrative work of planning a city — water,
power, transport etc. Essential nuts and bolts, plus some big-
picture planning.

Mission: To implement Mother’s vision of a city for 50,000
people, as evidenced in the plans of Roger Anger
Orientation: “What”

Team: 100% — meets all the criteria, even with Luigi absent
Efficiency: 100%

Style: Very positive — lots of talk about plans, intentions, net-
working. The office has charts showing involvement by AF
people in events around the world, and a list of work priorities.
Upbeat, but very grounded.

Leadership: Effective, pragmatic, patriarchal (the men spoke
10 times more than the women during our interview, based on
MS Word word-count)

AV Ideals: 100%

Self-doubt: 0% - no need for it

Inclusivity: 75% — provided you’re basically on board for the
Mission, 0% — otherwise

AVT feeling: Rather overwhelmed

Function: Look after the nature side of things in Auroville
Mission: To develop Auroville step by step, as things emerge,
always in harmony with Nature

Orientation: “How”

Team: 25% in conventional sense, but evident real affection
between members gives a sort of glow to the whole thing
Efficiency: un-rateable — beside the point

Leadership: By example, and very effective

Style: Mixed. Curiously tentative, but very passionate.
Depressive tendencies well counterbalanced by demonstrably
effective optimism. Very likeable and witty, contributing only
instances of actual humour in all four interviews (the name
“Mistress Plan” itself nicely ironic).

AV Ideals: 0% — not the point at all

Self-doubt: 60% — goes with the territory, since greenwork is
so much a matter of trial and error

Inclusivity: 65% — natural inclusive urges, frustrated by
methodological conflicts

AVT feeling: Gentle, sad, oddly hopeful

PHOTO: COURTESY: DOMINIQUE

Function: Planning and executing the development of the
International Zone
Mission: Exploring, understanding and finally manifesting
Mother’s vision for the Zone
Orientation: “Why” (“We need to research and understand
the vision... before working towards its realisation.” — Ruslan)
Team: 85% — a large and very diverse team (including “virtu-
al” members) brilliantly managed
Efficiency: 90% — pays small price for genuine diversity with-
in the team
Leadership: Almost pathologically earnest and well-inten-
tioned
Style: Intimidatingly together — an amalgam of research, good
ideas, dauntless ambition (“Human Unity is only the begin-
ning” — Ruslan), effective networking and a structured
approach (“Let me list in order the buildings that currently
exist” — Sergei)
AV Ideals: 50% — no ideological aggression, they’re just get-
ting on with it
Self-doubt: 10% — a healthy touch of humility in the face of a
big task, but no doubt at all that it will be successful
Inclusivity: 80% — the highest score of any group, probably
because their job is (a) outward looking by its very nature, and
(b) still in its early days
AVT feeling: Perceptible feelings of awe and inferiority,
hastily assuaged by New Creation Corner coffee

David C.

Left: photo collage of a model of a Line of Force:
essential part of the city for some people, complete
anathema for others.
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“"How are we to execute Mother's Will?2"

An interview with Joseba and Peter A. of the Interim Development Council (IDC)

VToday: The IDC’s primary
Arole is to implement the
Master Plan. How far are

‘you really able to fulfill this man-
date?

Joseba: We are following the
agreements formulated in May 2000.
To develop the infrastructure and
implement the perspective Master
Plan which, as
we know,

PHOTO: COURTESY AURQVILLE WEB

newcomers for this reason a couple
of years ago. We, as Auroville’s
Development Group, started looking
into the problems as we had seen
some of these crises coming. The
Reve housing project, for example,
was begun. It catered to individuals
and families with varying income
levels. To reduce the overall costs,
we financed the infrastructure of the

come from? Auroville cannot be
developed on the funds generated by
itself. The IDC has to find alterna-
tive sources.

Peter: The City is primarily a
laboratory. All our living expres-
sions should be based on research.
As long as we are building our own
tiny house for our own little family,
we will never get money from the
world. But if any thing we are
doing, including

The Galaxy model. The prominent long buildings are known as ‘the lines of force'.

is a broad, directional plan without
details. That is our role in principle.
But at every step we have to be in
contact with Auroville’s Future to
identify the needs regarding devel-
opment in Auroville.

The main problem is that the
community does not give any mater-
ial resources for development. To let
you know the seriousness of our
position, from this July we have not
even one rupee to continue for the
next financial year. So we spend a
lot of time and energy preparing pro-
ject proposals in order to finance our
activities.

The community, for the past five
years now, has been going through
several crises, including housing and
economy. Auroville was closed to

project through outside donor agen-
cies to which we presented viable
proposals.

The Development Group is sen-
sitive to Auroville’s realities and
takes necessary steps toward solu-
tions regardless of the conflicts it
sometimes faces within the commu-
nity.

AVToday: What is the IDC doing to
find the resources and the money to
build the city?

Joseba: If you look at
Auroville’s  basic  infrastructure
needs for water and energy and non-
polluting collective transport, hun-
dreds of crores of rupees are neces-
sary. But where are these crores to

“A bit loose"”

An interview with Gemma, Kireet and Sydo of the Green Group

house, is looking towards the future,
then the money will come. We are
not expressive enough in that adven-
ture.

AVToday: Given Auroville’s mone-
tary dependence on the outside
world, would you say that it has to
open itself more to innovative,
urban development?

Joseba: Absolutely. For exam-
ple, I am part of the first experiment
in the Line of Force collective hous-
ing project which is fundamental to
the Galaxy Plan approved by the
Mother. The first phase was com-
pleted with the available funds from
the participants: money was given
according to each person’s ability.

For the continuation of this project,
however, we need a huge amount of
money. Even if we start our experi-
ment on a limited scale and it is suc-
cessful, we need more people to join
in and we need substantial funds.
We know that some people who like
a ‘countryside lifestyle’ would like
to remove the Line of Force alto-
gether. But the question is, are we
going to remove the fundamental
elements of the Galaxy Plan? If we
do, then we no longer have the
Galaxy Plan. Roger Anger arrived at
this vision of the city after a certain
inner quest and conviction.

AVToday: Given the disparate, pas-
sionately-held beliefs in the com-
munity, how are we to weave
together our different ideas about
Auroville’s development- how is it
fo be built, what is to be built?

Joseba: My starting point is
always with reference to the Mother
and her Will. It is true that we are
shifting to a more utilitarian
approach since 1968 in many areas.
If T look at the development of
Auroville, I am amazed at the num-
ber of conventional approaches and
values in Auroville. If you have
money you can have this kind of
house or that but if you don’t, you
are out of any possibility for a
house. One looks at this and says
‘But where are we?’

I know that some middle point
has to be reached between the ideals
of Auroville and the reality of the
present, but I don’t like to use the
word ‘compromise’. If we are doing
yoga there is no room for my person-
al opinion, or ego. For me, a city the
size of 50,000 is a complete stupidi-
ty. It is a village, not even a town-
ship! But the Mother said 50,000
people in Auroville so I have to
accept it; and accept that Mother’s
plan for Auroville is suitable for

Auroville’s future development.

Peter: There’s exactly the crux
of the matter — since the Mother is
not present physically since 1973,
how are we to execute the Mother’s
will? This has been a contested issue
within the community. It is even
ingrained in our legal way. We have
a Residents’ Assembly. On the other
hand, for our city development, we
have a Chief Architect carrying the
single mandate of the Mother. How
are we to marry the two?

There are also certain mind for-
mations that we have to look at with-
in the community. People joined the
Auroville experiment because they
were critical of the course that civi-
lization was taking particularly with
the cities and high-rise buildings.
They cannot imagine that cities can
take different forms and qualities.
Why did Mother want a city and not
a village, if the city is such a poison
and such a hopeless case in the evo-
lution of human development? The
Galaxy Plan is really a challenge to
some because it looks like some-
thing out of a 1960s urban map in
the West. These people believe only
in an organic growth for Auroville, a
concept that, in my view, is built
entirely on human nature and its
instincts. This big emphasis on
‘organic growth’ for Auroville is as
much a falsehood as ‘planning will
do everything’.

Joseba: Those who are for a
‘green’ lifestyle oppose the urban
development plans. There are, for
example, 90 signatures against the
Line of Force. Regarding the discon-
tent that arises out of our interac-
tions with the community — we are
trying to achieve a synthesis
between the ideals and the practical
plan of action. If this bridge is for-
gotten then we lose the potentiality
of the original dream.

Abha Prakash

VToday: How does the Green Group
Afunction?

" Gemma: The way that the Green Belt Group
functions is a bit loose. To a certain extent, we
see what happens. Our overall planning idea is to
start off with a vague thing — these are the gener-
al aims and this is roughly where it would happen
— and see where it goes. If a project appears, and
it needs to go somewhere, we find somewhere for
itto go.

Kireet: We say, “please look at how Nature is
here, and try to build according to that.” That
asks for a very conscious, very sensitive
approach. And that is step-by-step, I feel. Of
course, we have to think in accordance with what
we want, but each step has to be considered again
and again.

Sydo: Planning is hard. You can say, “Okay,
there we want farms.” But where to find the peo-
ple? Not many people want to be farmers! Do
you need town-planners? The town forms itself,
as it has shown over the years. The only thing the
town-planners have said so far is “Don’t build
here, don’t build there.”

Kireet: We have to think ahead, and not
backwards. We have a lot of philosophy to put in
the right place. But if it’s a plan like the Galaxy
Plan, I have my doubts. Although I was very
impressed with it at the time, in 1972! We should
always ask, “Would Mother still think it’s now
the right attitude?”

Gemma: The IDC and Auroville’s Future
wanted to write a more detailed Masterplan, and
they asked us again and again to contribute the
Green Belt part of it. Our instinctive reaction was
always a kind of ‘Oh no’, because even the best
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plan tends to get so rigid after a while. It doesn’t
matter whether we make it or someone else
makes it — it still has this tendency. But then we
thought, ‘All right. We need to make some kind
of contribution. We make an effort. We con-
tribute. But we contribute in our way.” So we
wrote ‘The Mistress Plan’ to complement the
Master Plan.

AVToday: Are there any strong views on the
city? '

Sydo: It’s not so much in the development of
buildings, or the development of roads and infra-
structure. The city evolves more in a cultural
way. I feel we are most a city when we have a
cultural event that is really good. In this respect
we’re growing as a city. Ten or twenty years ago
as I understand it, there were very few cultural
events happening. It was a very basic life. In that
sense we have grown and become more city-like.
But I think we are now in between city and rural.

Kireet: Why not spread it out more? There is
still a lot of land available. Why put it so densely
together? I really like what Kahlil Gibran said
about building the cities of the future. You have a
house, the green around, and you are in harmony
with nature.

AVToday: How do you see the process within
Auroville?

Gemma: What is important is how we do it. I
have this opinion, you have that opinion and so
forth, and that’s fine. They’re all fine opinions to
have. But how to get past these opinions? What
really frustrates me is when you go to these meet-
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ings and you see this (bangs fists together) all the
time. Everybody has the same aspiration.
Everybody wants Auroville to work. Everybody
wants it to function.

Kireet: Often, people like to make it compli-
cated.

Gemma: But the bottom line is that we all
share the same aspiration. We all share that. It
should make it so easy.

Sydo: (to AVToday) Make sure you put that
in the article. “We all share the same aspiration.”

AVToday: So what is that aspiration you share?

Kireet: To build in a harmonious way, in a
simple way, considering nature all the time, be in
harmony with it. We have reached a certain pop-
ulation on this Earth, and we are grabbing, we are
destroying, we are breaking down, it is getting

Hanging loose: creepers entwine trees in the Auroville forest.
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worse, some species are gone... We are trying to
reverse that trend here.

Gemma: But that’s your thing. Everybody’s
is different. That is your aspiration for Auroville.
The thing that we have in common is that we all
believe in Auroville. But the Auroville we
believe in is different for everyone. The common
thing is that we believe in it. It’s not what we
believe, but that the belief is there. That’s what I
feel I have in common with people whom other-
wise [ would disagree with totally.

Kireet: I am optimistic about the future. The
only way to survive is to come together and to
co-operate and work together. Otherwise
Auroville will not succeed. I am still optimistic.

Sydo: Yes. All these problems that show up,
they are challenges and opportunities to grow and
see more.

David C
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PLANNING THE CITY

“Spiritual Embassies”

An interview with Peter A., Rusian Y. and Sergei of the International Zone Group

VToday: What is the International
AZone for?

Peter: The International Zone is the work
area where Auroville interacts most strongly
with the outside world. Through AVI
(Auroville International) Centres, the countries
participate directly in the development of the
International Zone. So it is the Interface Zone.
We are challenged by high expectations and
helpers from outside. We are reminded from
outside what we should do. Perhaps this is one
of the reasons why Mother introduced the
International Zone. Or we may live in our vil-
lage-consciousness of yesteryear and forget
why we came here.

Ruslan: Mother said the University will be
the key, the raison d’etre for Auroville. The
University and whole of the International Zone
is about Human Unity, one of the conditions for
the realisation of the new consciousness in the
world. But it is just a condition. It is an aim for
us now, but it will be a means for the realisation
of new consciousness.

AVToday: What is the point of having sepa-
rate national pavilions?

Sergei: Nations up to this time have been
the biggest entities that united human beings,
but which also had some kind of individuality.
They are the largest gatherings of humans. This
is probably why Mother wanted to work with
them. Roger Anger wrote — “Pavilions should
represent what the countries brought for the
evolution of humanity as a whole.” The whole
question of Auroville is the evolution of human
consciousness. The Pavilions represent the
main achievements of the nations in this regard.

AUROVILLE HISTORY

Ruslan: Countries are real, alive beings.
This idea of Mother about the soul of nations, it
is a reality — not just words. People should be
able to get in contact with it. Of course, this is
possible only when you develop yourself. When
you go deep enough to contact your own psy-

chic being, then you can start research on the

nation and you find a soul there. On this level,

There is a lot of resistance to this in Auroville,
partly because there is a feeling that “We are
international’; and partly because some people
left their country on a negative note.

AVToday: How is the progress so far

Ruslan: The International Zone’s mission

The Unity Pavilion under constructionin the International Zone.

the spiritual level, all nations are united. Here
we may realise unity, real unity of humanity.
Peter: People ask, “Why go for nations at all
in a time of globalisation?” But we now under-
stand that you have to develop as an individual
— as a person or a nation — before being able to
transcend and unify. The emphasis on the
nation soul is strong, and it should express
before you go through to universal brotherhood.

= has been very generally described by the Mother
and in some works of Sri Aurobindo. We need
really to develop the vision more in detail. As it
becomes clear, we can start working towards its
realisation. Our Group has three architects. We
also have virtual participants — the AVI mem-
bers overseas, and those Aurovilians who do not
regularly attend our meetings, but are concerned
with the International Zone. So a group of

maybe 30 people participate in this process of
understanding.

AVToday: Which countries are most advanced
in their planning?

Sergei: The French are very active, of
course, with cultural links to Pondicherry and so
forth. A Spanish group has published a book on
the soul of Spain which would serve as a model
of work for the International Zone. The Italians
are active, holding exhibitions and concerts here
under title of Italian Pavilion. The Germans
recently came out with a well-developed con-
cept... maybe soon they will be ready for the
physical stage. The Russian Ambassador recent-
ly visited Auroville briefly with the Consul-
General from Madras. His last words were,
“Start building the Russian Pavilion as soon as
possible!”

Ruslan: There is also the African Pavilion.
Tekeste is an Aurovilian from Ethiopia. His
main aim in being here for the last 5 years has
been to establish a connection between
Auroville and Africa. He has a strong feeling for
the unity of Africa itself — so everyone speaks of
the African Pavilion, rather than Ethiopian
Pavilion, the Egyptian Pavilion and so forth.

Sergei: There has recently been a movement
by France to kick-start the European Plaza,
which has been dormant for a long while. It is
difficult to assess the level of agreement, but
probably the French, the Germans and the
Italians will participate. The European Plaza is
particularly significant, because it may provide
common facilities. These may include a confer-
ence hall, a concert hall, an exhibition hall and
so forth. The individual pavilions should not
have to provide all their own facilities.

David C

Has Auroville been named for the City of Dawn - or has it been named after Sri Aurobindo?

The origins of the name ‘Auroville’

“...there has even been the dream
or a psychic prevision of a fulfilment
exceeding the individual transforma-
tion, a new earth and heaven, a city
of God, a divine descent upon earth,
a reign of the spiritually perfect, a
kingdom of God not only within us
but outside, in a collective human
life.”! ¢

Ashram the number of sadhaks

was just above a hundred; the
relationship with the outer world was
reduced to a minimum; the admission
of new inmates was virtually stopped.
Sadhana entered its golden age, and
Sri Aurobindo soon foresaw the pos-
sibility of a massive manifestation of
the supramental plane. In 1930 the
Mother stated:

“The work of achieving a conti-
nuity which permits one to go up and
down and bring into the material
what is above, is done inside the con-
sciousness. He who is meant to do it,
the Avatar, even if he were shut up in
a prison and saw nobody and never
moved out, still would he do the work,
because it is a work in the conscious-
ness, a work of connection between
the Supermind and the material
being. He does not need to be recog-
nised, he need have no outward
power in order to be able to establish
this conscious connection. Once,
however, the connection is made, it
must have its effect in the outward
world in the form of a new creation,
beginning with a model town and
ending with a perfect world.” 2

In the mid-1930’s, being offered
a large estate on a hill near
Hyderabad in Andra Pradesh with a
large river flowing below, the Mother

In the 1930’s in the Sri Aurobindo

conceived of a first model town, to be
organized around her symbol. On her
request Antonin Raymond (the archi-
tect of Golconde) came up with a lay-
out echoing the concept of the radial
city of the Italian Renaissance and
eternal utopia. The Mother spoke of
that early vision as of
an ideal country, much

first presented to the public. On June
23, 1965, the Mother told Satprem
that she was the one who called it
‘Auroville’. This is confirmed by
Huta who writes that it was the
Mother, at the beginning of 1965,
who named the new town Auroville.

Aurobindo — as well as ‘The City of
Dawn’.

Though there is no written evi-
dence about the Mother referring to
Auroville as the City of Dawn, the
fact that this appears in official docu-
ments from the earliest years is proof

which means dawn. It is, however,
clear that the name of Sri Aurobindo
remains associated with it.”¢

This may well be the end of the
query. Those practicing Integral
Yoga may spontaneously relate to
Auroville as named after Sri
Aurobindo, whereas those
coming for a more general

grander than Auroville,
economically self-suf-
ficient, encircled by
walls: a real temenos,
with Sri Aurobindo liv-
ing at the centre. This
formation resurfaced in

human unity have the free-
dom to relate to it as ‘the
City of Dawn’. Nor are the
two mutually exclusive.
Whatever way we choose,
one implies the other, for
Auroville is both: Sri

1960, when the ‘ideal

city’ took the character of ‘a small
supramental creation’. The Mother
told Satprem:

“What would it be like, for
instance, to have a small supramental
creation as a nucleus of action and
influence radiating upon earth (to
limit it to the earth)? Is it possible?
(...) Is it possible to find a place
where the embryo or seed of the
Sfuture supramental world might be
created?

What I myself have seen... was a
plan that came complete in all
details, but that doesn’t at all con-
form in spirit and consciousness with
what is possible on earth now
(although, in its most material mani-
[estation, the plan was based on exist-
ing terrestrial conditions). It was the
idea of an ideal city, the nucleus of a
small ideal country, having only
superficial and extremely limited
contacts with the old world.”3

Had the time come? In 1964, on
the occasion of the first World
Conference of the Sri Aurobindo
Society, the project of Auroville was

In the Report on the Quarter of the
Bulletin of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram,
April 1965, the double terminology,
Sri Aurobindo’s town and the City of
Dawn, is introduced for the first time:

“We publish in the issue some
pictures of Auroville, our new pro-
ject. This project which has been
inspired by A Dream of the Mother is
for a full township named after Sri
Aurobindo, ‘Auroville’, which is the
‘City of Dawn’.”

In a long and detailed speech,
delivered by - Navajata (the then
Secretary of the Sri Aurobindo
Society#) in November 1967 for All
India Radio, among other things it
was stated, “Named after Sri
Aurobindo, Auroville literally means
the City of Dawn”. The draft had
been first read to the Mother, who
approved of it. In her wvisit to
Auroville in 1969 the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi also referred
to Auroville as named after Sri
Aurobindo. It thus appears that
Auroville was presented from the
beginning as named after Sri

enough that she approved of it. The
same applies, for even more obvious
reasons, to the association with Sri
Aurobindo’s name. It seems, howev-
er, that replying in her own handwrit-
ing to a letter from Eleanor
Montgomery (the founder of the Sri
Aurobindo International Centre in
New York, which would later
become the Foundation for World
Education) the Mother explained that
Auroville’s name came from the
French ‘City of Dawn’; this docu-
ment, however, is still to be traced.
But where is the contradiction?
Georges Van Vrekhem’s explanation
in his book The Mother — The story of
her life, makes a lot of sense:
“Auroville means ‘City of Dawn’ and
is closely connected with the supra-
mental transformation, the Sun being
the symbol of the supramental.” And:
“The Mother, presumably wanting to
ensure that her and Sri Aurobindo’s
teaching and its material expressions
did not become a religion, has stated
that Auroville means ‘City of Dawn,’
referring to the French word aurore

Aurobindo’s town, and the
dawning of the supramental sun. Also
because mottos such as goodwill,
human unity etc. were (and are) mis-
understood, from 1972 onwards the
Mother kept insisting in many mes-
sages that Auroville is to foster the
advent of the supramental reality,
while her very last message com-
mences “Auroville is to realize the
ideal of Sri Aurobindo who taught us
the Karma Yoga. Auroville is for
those who want to do the Yoga of
work.”

Paulette

1 Sri Aurobindo, SABCL vol. 19,
pp- 846-847

2CWM, Vol.3, pp 178-179

3 Mother’s Agenda, 18.7.61

4 The Mother was the chairman of
this international organization,
which she had started in 1960.

SMatrimandir, Mother’s Truth and
Love, by Huta, p. 3

6The Mother—The story of her life,
by Georges Van Vrekhem, p. 497
and fn. p. 498
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The future of Auroville farming?

A high-powered team is assessing the viability of Auroville farms

There are four aspects of the farms’ assess-
ment. One focuses upon the history of farming
in Auroville, examining the original vision and
how farming has changed over the years.
Another major aspect will examine the situation
of the farms today (comprehensive data will be
compiled and analysed for each farm), while
another will ascertain the market for Auroville
farm produce. Finally, strategies will be worked
out which attempt to bridge the gap between the
present reality and the farmers’ and the commu-
nity’s stated objectives.

The impressive project team comprises
John, who has thirty years of farming experience
in the U.K. and southern Europe, David, who

- has degrees in tropical soil management and
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ecological agriculture and ten years experience
of NGO management in Africa and Asia,
Natasha, who has degrees in Biochemistry and
Zoology and has farmed in India, Priya who has
a Ph.D. in sociology and 15 years experience
working in market research, and Tomas who has
farmed in Auroville for many years.

Auroville farmers have not always had a
good press. They have been criticized over the
years for, among other things, not producing
enough, for always wanting subsidies and for
selling their produce at exorbitant rates. “This is
rather unfair,” says John. “Auroville farmers are
farming in the most difficult way under some of
the most testing conditions in the world.
Only a limited range of foods can be rela-
tively easily grown in this area. And while
it’s true that some farmers have received
significant financial help over the years,
there has always been a chronic lack of
funds for basic infrastructure.”

Then there is the management issue.
“Most Auroville farmers are stressed-out i
by the responsibilities they’re carrying,” 2
explains John. “The farmers have found it &
very difficult to find people to share man- 3
agement responsibilities because farming {
is not an attractive option for most E
Aurovilians, and Indians who qualify in 3 |
farm management don’t want to go into the & | ;
fields.”

There is also the lack of technical
input. John is one of the first professional
farmers to farm in Auroville. While he notes that
quite a lot of research has been done by individ-
ual farmers over the years, some of it, he says,
has been about reinventing the wheel. “What
astonishes me,” says David, “is that we don’t
even have a soil map of Auroville. There are so
many gaps in our knowledge. For example,
there’s a real need for expert technical input to
help us assess what can be grown in this biore-
gion, or the options for improved processing and
storage of Auroville farm produce. And while
Brooks is doing a first-class energy audit of
‘Annapurna Farm, this is a ten year project
which, in its present form, is too complex for the
average Auroville farmer to make use of.”

Finally, there is the matter of the changing
tastes of Aurovilians. In the early years the com-
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munity was small, many Aurovilians were
involved in afforestation and farming and local-
ly-grown food, like ragi and varagu, was the sta-
ple diet. Today, conditions have changed. The
population is larger, only a very small propor-
tion is engaged in farming, and many
Aurovilians seem to prefer processed or import-
ed food to that which can be grown locally. One
aspect of the assessment process will focus on
collecting information concerning what
Aurovilians are actually eating today.

“The fundamental need as I see it,” says
John, “is to tie the farmers into the market. At
present there is a growing gap between what
Auroville farmers grow and what Aurovilians
prefer to eat.” Although the Solar Kitchen takes
much of the farms’ produce at present, John
points out that the farmers could experiment
more with what they grow — “sweetcorn, for
example, which is a popular food and a much-
needed source of carbohydrates would grow
well here, as would onions” — while David notes
that locally-grown organic food, which some-
times looks unattractive on the shelf beside
chemically-grown products, could be made
more interesting if it is prepared in innovative
ways: “Dr. Beena’s recent Auroville cookbook
is a good step in this direction.”

But closing the gap between what our farm-
ers produce and what many Aurovilians buy is

i ' Bullocks: Indlspensble for famg

more than just about changing tastes. “The
Auroville farms’ pricing system is badly out of
kilter,” says John. “It takes no note of seasonal
variations in the market of conventionally-
grown food. Also, many customers don’t under-
stand why they have to pay such high prices for
our farmers’ produce.”

In other words, giving clear and correct
information is one of the keys to rebuilding con-
sumer confidence. For example, the assumption
that food grown or produced in Auroville is of
higher quality than food available in the conven-
tional market allows Auroville farmers and
processors to charge a premium rate for their
products. But is Auroville produce always bet-
ter? If so, in what way and how much is it better?

Then there is the issue of labelling. Most

Auroville food is either labelled as, or implied to
be, organic. In fact, according to guidelines laid
down by organic accreditation agencies in the
West, hardly any Auroville produce would qual-
ify for this status. One of the potential outcomes
of the farms’ assessment is to establish a code of
practice in order to guarantee the quality of
Auroville produce.

Then again there is the question of environ-
mental awareness. David believes that older
Aurovilians tend to be more concerned about
what they eat and where it comes from than the
younger generation. In order to partly remedy
this situation, David’s wife, Natasha, is current-
ly developing a curriculum which teaches eco-
logical literacy through farming.

Finally there is the issue of productivity.
While our farms produce significant quantities
of seasonal vegetables and fruit, there is still a
huge shortfall in the production of staples like
rice (currently only Annapurna and Siddhartha
farm are producing rice for Auroville). Why is
this? Partly it’s a matter of lack of soil fertility.
However, as the assessment team discovered,
not all the farmers see producing good food in
quantity as their prime objective: some put more
emphasis upon research or upon preserving the
physical environment. The priority they also
give to health, well-being and spirituality
reflects, to some extent, the unique nature of
farming in Auroville.

One important question that
needs to be answered, however, is
that of food secuiity. Does
Auroville want to be self-sufficient
in terms of food? While most
Aurovilians appear to favour this in
principle, the issue is complex. If
food security means growing
indigenous food locally, then either
more Aurovilians would need to
take up farming and we would have
to acquire much more farm land, or
we would need to encourage local
village farmers to switch from cash
crops and become our organic sup-
pliers.

Such a locally-grown organic
diet would be limited. Could
Westerners thrive upon it? In the early years
many Western Aurovilians tried living on a
wholly indigenous diet. Almost all of them fell
sick because their metabolisms couldn’t cope.
“This is one reason why the assessment group is
adopting a more pragmatic definition of food
security,” explains David. “We’re defining it not
only in terms of what can be grown locally but
also in terms of what many Aurovilians are eat-
ing at present. For example, potatoes and apples
are popular but cannot be grown here. So this
wider definition of food security would imply
that Auroville would have its own farms, or
links with organic farmers, up in the hills where
such food can be grown.” : ;

The farms’ assessment project is still in its
early stages. However, the team is already think-

David and John

ing about other possible strategies for the future.
‘While they emphasize that they’re not interested
in forcing all the Auroville farmers into one
mould, they see advantages in the farms market-
ing and selling their produce collectively, in
developing new markets outside Auroville and
increasing food processing as a means of selling
excess production. They also suggest that addi-
tional accommodation could be provided on all
the Auroville farms to encourage young people
with few resources to take up farming (as one
Auroville farmer put it, “We are an ageing popu-
lation™).

As for improved technical input, the assess-
ment team suggests that institutions which
already have links with Auroville, like the
University of Washington, Wageningen
Agricultural University and the GEOCommons
organization, could encourage qualified students
to do applied research on topics like food pro-
duction, energy efficiency and marketing in
Auroville. Additional help is needed to carry out
other, no less important tasks like data collection
and entry.

“The key to the success of all the strategies
we are proposing is how they integrate with each
other,” says David. “We need to become famil-
iar with ‘joined-up thinking’, an approach which
makes us consider the interconnections and the
larger implications of our choices and actions. If,
for example, we decide to produce more for
modern tastes, how will this impact upon costs
and the environment? If our farmers concentrate
more upon supplying a basic indigenous-type
diet, how will this affect consumer behaviour? If
we don’t attempt to change the low status
accorded to farm work both in Auroville and in
India, how can we expect to attract the brightest
and most committed people to farming?”

This is not a kind of thinking which comes natu-
rally to farmers, many of whom are already
overwhelmed by the daily details of their work.
“Which is why,” says John, “the farmers are to
be praised for agreeing to participate in this
assessment. It will mean a lot more work for
them, and the findings may be painful for some,
yet they have been very cooperative. I sense that
the farmers in the Farm Group have reached a
stage where they are able to be honest both with
themselves and with each other in the interests
of improving their work. This could become a
model for other groups in Auroville.”

Alan

Landi for the

momentum, as are
creative ideas for
raising money. To
date, well over
$250,000 has been
raised.

Some of the international initiatives include:
@2 group of 25 people in Holland are commit-
ted to working one day a week to raise money
for the land. In one week they raised $1,200

@® June Maher from California is planning to
raise $1,000 by cooking meals for her friends
and inviting them to pay $25 a head

@ Chandresh Patel, another Californian, will
run for 100 minutes and he’s inviting friends to
sponsor him by the minute. He's pledged to
match whatever people sponsor him for and
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land

he’s hoping to raise $10,000

©® AVI] Italy is holding flea markets and making
things to sell for the land

@2,000 Euros were raised during the German
AVI meeting, while participants in the AVI
meeting in Paris raised a similar sum after
passing round a basket

® AVI USA has recently sent a 1000x $1,000
appeal to about 1,500 friends in the USA

® with support from the AVI Centers, the Land
Fund team is preparing a similar direct mailing
campaign to about 1,500 friends in Europe

Initiatives within Auroville include:

®on 12th July a Sports Day was held at which
the land situation was publicized. Special
events included a celebrity obstacle race in
which promnent members of the community
were sponsored to participate. They could only
back out if they pay the equivalent of the
amount they have been sponsored for!

®on August 15th a fair will be held at the

Visitors Centre which will sell Auroville prod-
ucts for the land and give information to visi-
tors about the land situation

®the Forest Group is donating to the land all
receipts of its 10% fund for the next six months
® Aurovilians are passing on land information
and appeals to their personal email address lists
@2 personal appeal was recently sent to a num-
ber of Aurovilians, They have donated or
pledged $20,000 so far

®the birth of Landi, the land mascot drawn by
Emanuele. The Landi campaign includes five
easy things to do for the land — buy a lottery tick-
et and pledge half of any winnings to the Land
Fund (between 4th-10th August, which has been
designated Landi Lottery Week, everybody is
urged to purchase a lottery ticket); buy a meal for
Landi when you eat out; buy a dress or pair of
jeans for Landi when you shop for clothes; orga-
nize a surprise party for Landi by telling all your
friends who know about Auroville to send a
small donation as a gift; go for a walk on the and

land remember how much you appreciate it.
Landi posters are going up everywhere and
Landi stickers will be given to people who
donate for the land at Auroville restaurants. Eight
stickers will qualify for a free ice cream!

As Paul, one of the moving forces behind the
Million Dollar Challenge, puts it, “The idea
behind all these initiatives is to get as many peo-
ple as possible thinking about the land issue
while trying to create simple ways in which they
can raise the money we need. Rarely a day goes
by without us hearing about another pledge of
$1,000. However, if the goal of raising
$1,000,000 by 15th
August is to be reached
it means $20,000 a day
has to be raised from
now on. It sounds pre-
posterous, but that’s
what I enjoy about life:
doing the unfeasible.”

Alan
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ART

Drawing the World

¢ ‘Drawing is a universal lan-

guage,” says Emanuele,

an Italian born cartoonist
who settled in Auroville in 1995.
“When you draw, you can travel to
any country in the world and you can
express yourself, communicate with
people, even if you do not speak the
local language.”

Emanuele discovered his passion
for drawing as a child. At the age of
sixteen, he started working for his
father’s company in Italy, designing
greeting cards. Some twelve years
later he came to Auroville, where he
started concentrating on making car-
toons and illustrating childrens’ books.

A lot of the chil-
drens” books he has been
illustrating over the years
are educational and deal
with the environment.
Amongst others, he made
drawings for the Shikra
collection of books,
which were published in
both English and Tamil
and dealt with wildlife in
the bio-region. He also illustrated the
book The Gita of Waste, which
explains waste management to chil-
dren and he has been working on a
book about the water cycle of the
region.

“Through this work, I am myself
learning a lot about the environment,”
says Emanuele, “and really enjoying
it. Tllustrations are a great tool for cre-
ating awareness about the environ-
ment. One can convey a lot through
images. One can make people laugh,
and one can also make people think.”

At present, Emanuele is working
for the TDEF (Tropical Dry Evergreen
Forest) project, together with Joss and
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Paul. He is working on a poster and
eventually will be illustrating a series
of educational books which will be
used in the schools of Auroville and
the bio region. The poster shows seven
indigenous trees in all their majesty,
which will later be studied in the
books in detail. Each tree will have a
spirit (which one can already glimpse
merged in the tree trunks), which will
lead the children through the stories.
Looking at the poster, one is amazed
by all the small details that come to
form a whole, whether it is the shy
mongoose looking out from behind a
bush, the snakes engaged in their mat-
ing dance, the graceful paradise fly

catcher in flight, or the delicate dragon
fly resting on the lily leaves in the
pond. Nature, in all its beauty and
diversity has been brought alive by
Emanuele’s great skill.

Emanuele also creates cartoons
and comics for the AVNet and
AVWebsite. He has worked, together
with Manoj, on a series of comic strips
entitled The Gunas, which deal with
the three Gunas: Tamas, Rajas and
Sattva, depicting how they influence
the life of an ordinary man. “We are
trying to convey the meaning of a
secret life behind our life through
comics,” explains Emanuele. “It is a
different approach, and can serve as

inspiration, especially for young peo-
ple.”

He also works on small stories, the
latest of which, Sunaka puranam or
the Chronicles of an Ordinary Dog, is
a parody of human beings who aspire
to practice integral Yoga. Both The
Gunas and Sunaka Puranam can be
viewed on the Auroville website.

“I am also working on a character
— writing a comic book,” says
Emanuele, “It will take another few
years to finalise it. This character I am
creating will be a very ordinary man,
who goes through life (childhood,
adolescence, adulthood). He will
experience normal life: joy, suffering,

adventures, relationships. But every
now and then, something else, another
character of sorts, will be coming
up s -11

Recently, Emanuele has also start-
ed discovering and exploring a differ-
ent medium - painting on stone. He
uses granite, kaddappa stone and mar-
ble. “It is a research,” he explains, “I
want to try and paint miniatures on
stone. I make collages, assemble the
stone with wood, then I scratch a little.

In fact, it is the stone, and its texture,

that is guiding my brush.” Some of his
beautiful stone paintings are on dis-
play in Savitri Bhavan. (One of them
is featured on page one of this issue.)

“In
Auroville,
there is time
and opportu-
nity to learn
about your
nature, who bl (T
you are :
inside, and to develop whatever it is
one has chosen to do,” feels
Emanuele. “If you believe in who you
are inside, you can create, or attract
opportunities that make you learn
more about what you have chosen to
express. You meet the right people at
the right time, the circumstances help
you to develop your experience.”

Asked whether his style
has changed since he has
come to Auroville,
Emanuele explains,
“Having spent over twelve
years in the world of greet-
ing cards, I was working on
syntheses made by others. I
was greatly influenced by
Walt Disney. When I

arrived in Auroville, I felt the
need to find my own, individual style.
I started to try and unscrew my com-
mercial hand and fit on a new one.
And I am still working on that. I think
I still have a long road in front of me.”

“I study a lot from real life,” he
continues, “It is from real life that you
can get to the essence or truth of
things.  After
the study of
real life, you
digest it, and it
comes out
through  your
filter.”

Emmanuelle

The AVI meeting in France

hen the Auroville
V\) International (AVI) centres
came together for their 2002

meeting in California it was decided to
have, exceptionally, two meetings in
2003. While the first one, which took
place in Auroville in February, was
mainly organized to make the AVI's
work better known inside Auroville
* (see AV Today of March 03), the sec-
-ond one was needed for some internal
AVI topics. The beautiful venue, the
Chateau Meridon 30 km southwest of
Paris run by a Franco-Dutch cultural
foundation, and our charming hosts,
the French AVI team, helped to make
it again one of those heart-warming
gatherings of the worldwide AVI fami-
ly. To reach the chateau challenged our
adventurous spirit — French workers
had just gone on General Strike —but a
warm welcome and the superb “haute
cuisine” of the Meridon team amply
made up for it.

Following the motto of our meet-
ing, “Under the Sign of Human
Unity”, most of our discussions and
workshops focussed on the develop-
ment of the International Zone of
Auroville. We had intense exchange
sessions involving pavilion groups,
which are seen as the carriers and
focalizers of energy streaming into the
creation of the national pavilions ( in
the case of Germany, they can also
become the nucleus and motor of
fruitful AVI work). In a parallel pro-
gram other groups explored the ques-
tions of “Human Unity and Society”
and “Human Unity and Disturbances —
events that marked the world since
1968”. The practical outcome of the
last group was a long roll of paper
where events and their dates were writ-
ten down. When we met for our last
day’s final sharing, it was laid out and

everybody was asked to write down
the year when he or she first came into
contact with Mother and Sri
Aurobindo, or Auroville, and say some
words about it. What a beautiful bunch
of touching stories we put together!
But before this we had a good mix-
ture of hard work and fun. Under the’
first category fall the discussions about
some necessary changes in the AVI
statutes and the choosing and electing
of new office holders. We ended up
with “ladies to the fore”: Sonia Dyne
(AVI Great Britain) as new Chairman,
Sylvie Piot (AVI France) as Treasurer
and Friederike @ Wemer (AVI
Germany) as Secretary. Wolfgang
Schmidt-Reinecke, who had to vacate
the chair according to the statutes, was
appointed Executive Director, remain-
ing one of the strong pillars of our AVI
work. As one of our important future
tasks we see a closer cooperation with
international bodies dedicated to
Human Unity like UNESCO.
Aurovilian Yanne Dimay, one of the
organizers of the very successful
Auroville presentation at the recent

TONGUE-IN-CHEEK

UNESCO conference
in Paris, gave us a very
uplifting report.
According to her,
UNESCO doors are
now much wider open
for us than in the past.

As to the fun...there
was a visit to Versailles
and its magnificent
chateaux; an evening
which included a clas-
sical Indian dance per-
formed by beautiful
Devasmita Patnaik and
an impressive-expressive
modern dance perfor-
mance by Paolo Baetens; another
evening of popular French songs,
saucily presented by singers dressed up
in the Montparnasse style of the
Twenties; a slide show of Dominique
Darr’s “35 years of Auroville”; Bhaga
Gabrias’s workshop on
“Consciousness of the Cells”; and a
last evening bonfire under the full
summer moon where members of each
nation present (we counted 16!) con-

Chateau Meridon, venue of the 2003
Auroville International meeting
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tributed something typical from their
country — a song, story or joke. So
many beautiful voices to discover!

For me, the success of our meeting
was most deeply expressed by one of
our first time participants: he said he
had come with the stressful feeling that
he had to contribute “something sub-
stantial”, only to discover that there
was only one thing that he needed to
do: TO BE. Friederike

Good News for Auroville yacht-owners

e are delighted to
\") announce that thirty-five
years of intense lobbying

by the notoriously luxury-loving
Aurovilian community has finally
culminated in success. According to
an article in The Hindu on 17th June,
the Pondicherry Government is
“planning to set-up a yacht marina
that will be able to house 2,000 luxu-
ry yachts.”

Assuming there are 1,200
Aurovilians on the Master List, this is

an allowance of approximately 1.7
yachts each. “Obviously, we would
prefer to have space for more than
this,” commented one Aurovilian
(who preferred to remain imaginary)
“but it’s a good start.”

It does, however, raise the prob-
lem of whether a yacht-mooring will
now form part of the “basic needs”
which Auroville undertakes to pro-
vide for its citizens. A population of
50,000 would mean — on current pro-
jections — a need for 83,000 moor-

ings. This will be a stretch for the
coastal resource of the Union
Territory. :

In the meantime, by rigorously
excluding Newcomers and Guests we
should be able to meet our yacht-
mooring needs for the next few years.

Auroville Today recently had to
sell its corporate yacht, as part of a
cost-cutting exercise. We will auc-
tion-off our pre-booked (since 1988)
mooring shortly.

David C.

In brief

Solar Halo

Auroville and Pondicherry wit-
nessed the rare phenomenon of a
halo around the sun for a few hours
on the afternoon of June 27. The
scientific explanation is that halos
are caused due to light refraction
by ice crystals present in the cirrus
clouds. A spiritual explanation has
not yet been forthcoming.

Schools starting

The Auroville schools re-opened
after their summer recess with a
gathering of children, parents and
teachers around the Banyan tree
near the Matrimandir listening to
Sunil’s music.

Exalted Bodies

During the month of July a photo
exhibition on classical dances of
India was running simultaneously
at Bharat Nivas in Auroville, at the
Aurodhan Art Gallery, the French
College and at the Alliance
Francaise in Pondicherry. The
photographer Mireille-Josephine
Guezennec travelled extensively
in India for over a decade to pho-
tograph eminent Indian classical
dances. For her work she was
awarded the “Prix Kodak Grand
Reportage”. The inauguration
was preceded by a short Odissi
dance performance by Kanchana
and her students.

Yvonne Artaud

Under the title ‘Argo, ou la grande
aventure de la vie', Yvonne
Artaud exhibited paintings in
Savitri Bhavan and in the Aurelec
Cafeteria.

Gotipua dance

A series of photos on Gotipua
dance, made by Dr. Susil Pani,
was exhibited in Pitanga. Gotipua
is an art form developed in the
state of Orissa where boys from
the age of 6 to 14 years old,
dressed like girls, perform both
dance sequences and asanas and
acrobatic postures.

Ha rhythms of
tha Elint
Aurovilian Soham exhibited his
drawings 'Happy rhythms of the
Spirit' at Savitri Bhavan.

Passings
Ramalingam, a 37 year old Tamil
Aurovilian who was the main

trainer at New Creation’s
Woodcraft Training centre, left his
body on Tuesday, May 6th, 03.
Marika Wackevitch, the mother of
Igor Wackevitch, who was living
in Courage, left her body on May
29, at the age of 85 .
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LEAVING THE BODY

Grave Business

Auroville's least talked about real estate

iary: Cycling up the Edayanchavadi
Droad towards Adventure to see Auroville
crematorium.

Following the directions given verbally by a
friend, I look for a rusty metal gate after the
farm house belonging to a Pondicherry business
man. I see it blending imperceptibly with the
live fence, its trellised frame plaited with dry
mullu stems. It is locked, but I find footholds.
Tossing my bag inside, I clamber up and drop in.

I follow the sandy red path, snaking between
the wild growth of cashews, palms, and silver
‘work’ trees. The sounds from the road grow
fainter and now only the occasional noise of a
passing motor vehicle filters through the silence
of that lazy June afternoon.

Suddenly I am in a clearing. On the periph-
ery, nestled amidst a triangle of palmyras and a
work tree, a gravestone catches my eye. On it,
hewn in English,

Bonaventure

1947 — 1996

Aurovilian

Simplicity, Tamil Nadu
and the same in Tamil script. At its base, a lone
ceramic gnome with blue boots and a pointed
cap contemplates, a pipe at his lips.

Butterflies flutter past and bird-calls slice
through the hush. It seems like a perfect place to
rest.

The memorial stone for Bonaventure
whose body was buried in Pondicherry

f you don’t get supramentalized, you
will die!” declares Cristo with a straight
face. “So a group of us came together in
1999 to promote Auroville’s own cemetery and
burial ground.” They called themselves the
Farewell Group — a team of Aurovilians con-
cerned with providing amenities for the final

send-off, and Cristo is its scientif-
ic/research head of sorts. “Though
many of us may prefer to forget
about death, it is an inevitable end
that awaits most of us. We need
facilities within Auroville to deal
with the situation when somebody
leaves his or her body.”

In the early years, deaths in
Auroville were few and far between
(see box), and friends or family
could choose to bury or cremate
their dear departed in any place of
their choice. A few unmarked
graves lie in Certitude, and the
Greenbelt communities of
Forecomers and Adventure. One
even rests in the sacrosanct grounds
of the Matrimandir. However, the
most popular yet controversial
choice was and continues to be the
garden attached to one’s house plot.
Cristo prefers that option himself even though
he feels that this practice should generally be
discouraged. “This is in my own will,” he says.
“For some reason, I prefer to do it like that and
have designated the place in my garden which
will be ecologically safe.”

For Cristo, it is clear that whatever resting
place people may ultimately choose or be
assigned to, it would be both unwise and
impractical for a growing city to have no well-
defined space for the dead. Auroville’s current
census registers at 1700 and the number grows
annually. It is only natural that the number of
deaths will also increase.

“Our first task was to find a suitable loca-
tion,” says Cristo, “suitable primarily from an
environmental standpoint.” Two factors that
needed consideration were the distance from
residential areas (at least 90 metres according to
the Tamil Nadu Panchayat Building Rules) and
the danger of ground water pollution due to buri-
als (preventable by water-tight caskets). The
community at Adventure came forward to pro-
vide land for the project, and a four acre area was
immediately made available, extendable by an
additional two acres in the future, if necessary.

The process so far has not been a bed of
roses. Cristo refers to complaints from some res-
idents of Edayanchavadi about alleged smoke
disturbance from cremations. “The land picked
was at a distance of over 250 metres from the
nearest residence in the village. There is a buffer
of at least four acres between the crematorium
and the nearest house,” he stresses. “Also, a tar
road runs in between the two, so the separation
is distinct. From the beginning, we have been
extremely sensitive to anything that may hurt
the sentiments of our neighbours in the village.
We are not stupid enough to build a crematori-
um under people’s windows.” He mentions a
special ceremony performed by the village
priest to consecrate and bless the land. “We
know that there are beliefs attached to such
places. We have been following the traditional
ways and respecting whatever customs our
neighbours may have.

Auroville Study Tours Program

Explore and study Auroville and its surroundings through a
3-day Special Program (residential)
*seminars on alternative technologies, ecological agriculture, rural
development, culture & heritage;

*introduction to the Mother and Sri Aurobindo & Integral Yoga
#*forest walk to explore land restoration efforts of Auroville
*visits to Matrimandir and Pondicherry

*transportation in electric bus
For further details & dates about the program, please contact:
Social Research Centre, Auroville, Tamil Nadu — 605 101.
Phone: 91-413-2622418; e -mail src@auroville.org.in
or visit us at www.auroville -studytours.org (Special Program)

The Auroville crematorium designed by Werner

“At present we use a technique used by the
Ashram,” he explains. “The body is entirely
cov-ered using dry cow-dung patties rather
than wood, and this hardly generates smoke. So
the inconvenience to the public is almost nil.
Also in Auroville, cremations are less frequent
than burials.”

The other issue that the group continues to
grapple with is money. While the overall pro-
ject is projected to cost approximately 40 lakh
rupees (€ 80,000), only a sum

Geographical Positioning Systems (GPS) to
locate old graves and identify potentially
usable sites using satellite technology.
According to Cristo’s research, burial sites
apparently have a life-cycle of 30 years after
which they may be reused. Cristo also is famil-
iar with indigenous practices. He has travelled
to Benares and Pashupatinath in Nepal to
observe and learn about current death practices,
and has also witnessed the rites following the

last Shankaracharya’s passing,

of 2.19 lakh rupees (€ 4,400) whose body was preserved in
has been made available Years No. of Deaths salt. All this information has
through grants from the been carefully filed in his fold-
Gateway Group in Auroville. Pre 1975 1 er titled ‘Rigor Mortis’. In it,
Says Cristo, “This money 1976 - 1980 0 there is even a brief note on
was used to erect a temporary 1981 — 1985 4 sea-burials.

crematorium designed by 1986 - 1990 15 With all this talk of tech-
Werner, the German archi- 1991 — 1995 13 nology, what is Cristo’s opin-
tect, to dig a well, and to 1996 — 2000 16 ion about Aurovilians who
build a shed.” 2001 — present 12+ may choose to donate their

For Cristo, this is just the
beginning. The research he
has done is extensive and detailed. For exam-
ple, from his readings of The Mother he
believes there is a need for facilities to keep the
body preserved for seven days. Of this he says,
“After all, people are here to participate in the
Yoga of Sri Aurobindo. And some of us may
be found in a state where it may seem as if one
is apparently dead but in reality may not be
dead at all. Particularly when someone is in
Kalpasamadhi it is almost impossible to tell the
difference. So in order to avoid accidents, the
body will have to be kept in a safe condition
until a doctor can guarantee that tissue decom-
position has started. Only then you know it is
over.”

Down-to-earth and detached in his
approach, Cristo, like a true scientist, continues
to keep updated about the latest happenings
elsewhere in the funerary world and informed
about the latest in cutting-edge technology —
like the solar-powered crematorium existing in
Switzerland that saves on fuel costs and elimi-
nates environmental pollution, or the

bodies or organs to medical
science, especially when one
of India’s most academically prestigious med-
ical institutions — JIPMER - exists in the
neighbourhood? “An important and excellent
question!” beams Cristo. “This is again a pri-
vate matter. This may have legal implications
for Auroville. Suddenly if you have a team of
doctors or surgeons who come to Auroville to
take organs from a body, some people may
object, especially if they have not been warned
in advance. That is why in the project we have
a caretaker, who will help not only to keep a
record of the dead but also a record of future
clients and what they want to happen to their
body when they pass away. Of course all this
will be voluntary.”

Though the group feels there is little inter-
est from the community for this project, it
plods along cheerfully with a commendable
sense of humour. In their project proposal,
under the heading ‘Beneficiaries’, two lines
sum up, “We will all benefit from it. The later,
the better.”

Priya Sundaravalli
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