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Mother’s sketch of 1965

The earliest known town-sketch of Auroville was
made by The Mother in a conversation with Satprem
on June 23,1965. It shows the city divided into four
sections — the cultural, industrial, international and
residential sections - around a central point. In this
conversation Mother speaks about this as a first con-
cept and indicates that she has no illusions that the
original purity of the idea will be kept.

Much has changed since then. As the land for the
construction of Bharat Nivas, the Pavilion of India,
could not be bought, Mother approved of the shift-
ing of the zones. The international zone was relocat-
ed towards the west, the residential zone to the
south, the cultural zone to the east and the industri-
al zone moved to the north. Mother also approved
the creation of the Auromodéle and Aspiration com-
munities near the village of Kuilapalayam. Around
them other communities came into existence. They
not only became residential areas, but also came to
house small handicrafts units. Thus, a kind of double
city gradually developed. One part, located around
Kuilapalayam, is now separated from the main city
by a large area of village owned land.

Some units that settled around Kuilapalayam even-
tually moved to the Industrial Zone, but many have
chosen to stay, a development which led to two or
even three one industrial, or rather, economic zones.
At the same time a firmly held conviction is being
questioned: that Aurovilians can only run businesses
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that are owned by the Auroville Foundation.

he Industrial Zone, though being the
T smallest of the four zones of Auroville,

has the maximum amount of land fea-
tures. It has the most canyons; it has low-lying
waterlogged lands; it has excellent farm-lands.
The rich soil in its environs has been under culti-
vation for generations, giving rise to the neigh-
bouring villages of Bharatipuram and
Alankuppam. Its density, in contrast to other
areas of Auroville, is high. Agricultural farms and
manufacturing industries intermingle with resi-
dential settlements, a pony riding school and the
substantial pieces of land that Auroville has not
yet been able to purchase. “This makes it so diffi-
cult in terms of logistics to introduce new indus-
tries,” explains Sheril. Together with Alok,
Bobby, Suhasini and Mona, she has run since
March 2003 the Industrial Zone Group.
“Whenever someone wants to start a business in
the Industrial Zone, the request is discussed in the
group and there follows a rather tedious process
involving the entire neighbourhood. Where can
the business be best located? What is its impact
on the environment? Where does it get its water
from? What are its electricity demands? Can we
give access to existing infrastructure? Does the
unit intend to build caretaker houses or staff quar-
ters? Are the finances sufficient to pay for the
buildings and the extensive infrastructure? For
Auroville's Industrial Zone is not comparable to
industrial zones elsewhere: there are no demar-
cated plots with water and electricity brought to
the doorstep.”

“So far, the development of the Zone has
happened in a more or less haphazard way,” adds
Suhasini. “A few years ago Aurosarjan built a
rather big factory building, which later became
known as Aurobhakti. Aurosarjan's executives

resigned when the building was finished, and
their successors were not able to keep up the busi-
ness. Ultimately the building was split-up to
house several smaller units. This taught us some
valuable lessons. One large building where many
units can rent spaces is more needed than the one
-unit one-plot development everybody had been
thinking of before. The food producing units
Naturellement, Aurosoya and New School Crafts
have also realised this and are now building their
units jointly. The infrastructure costs are high,
and most units, when they are ready to build, are
not capital rich. It is better to build multi-purpose
spaces which units can rent.”

The Master Plan interpretation

A problem is caused by the ideas that have
been put forward for the Zone. Says Suhasini:
“One of the major disagreements that has blocked
development is the interpretation of the Auroville
Master Plan, with its road plans and mega-struc-
tures called Lines of Force. The Master Plan
envisages these Lines of Force in two of
Auroville's zones, the Residential and the
Industrial Zone. The Cultural Zone and the
International Zone do not have them. In the
Residential Zone, they will start low close to the
Matrimandir and gradually rise to their highest
point at the periphery of the city. In the Industrial
Zone they go the other way: they are low at the
periphery and rise upwards towards the
Matrimandir. So far, the Development Group has
made it a point to locate new industries within
such lines of force. Lorenzo's workshop is sup-
posed to be part of one of them. The incense man-
ufacturing unit Mereville, which wants to build a
factory, has been asked to study how it can
become part of another Line of Force. Personally,

Garment production at Filaure

The metamorphosis of the Industrial Zone

The concept of Auroville's Industrial Zone is changing into an Economic Zone, one of three economic zones in Auroville

I do not see how industries can be located in
Lines of Force. But in our group we have decided
to leave this discussion for the future. We super-
imposed the present land use on the Master Plan
with its Lines of Force, its ring road and its radial
roads, to see what is left. And then it appears that
there is very little land where a new unit could
come up. The other available lands are either not
yet owned by Auroville, or are intended for roads
or Lines of Force, or are canyons. In the end, we
are always looking at the same three or four small
plots: the area around Angiras’ Garden,
Kottakarai Farm, Ganesh Bakery and the Pony
farm; the area of the former Red-Earth riding
school; and the Auroshilpam area.”

Is it possible to increase the area of available
land by simply filling up the canyons, for exam-
ple with sand to be excavated from the future
Matrimandir Lake? “That is exactly the wrong
attitude!” bristles Mona. “That would obstruct the
natural flow of the land and water. What would
happen to the villages? To their ponds and the tra-
ditional systems that they built around it? You
can't act as if you live upstream and not be
responsible for the damage this would cause
downstream. What about this ‘city of conscious-
ness' story? Such a blunt move would irreparably
damage our relationship with the villages! No, for
the time being we can only concentrate on these
three areas.”

Waste, water and access

A few years ago the lack of effluent treatment
plants in the Zone sparked a protest action from
the residents of Kottakarai. Asked if this is still a
problem, Amrit shakes his head. “In 1999, the
then Industrial Zone Monitoring Group resigned
as it found that the attitude of many unit execu-

tives in the Auroshilpam area was not supportive
of the development of an environmentally-
healthy Industrial Zone. This was a major issue as
the Industrial Zone is located on top of a water
recharge area. But the units have completely
changed their attitudes and are now very respon-
sible: they have either improved their waste water
systems or are in the process of doing so. Several
units have even taken out loans for the purpose.
In a way, the past years with bad monsoons have
helped to convince people that water is a precious
resource and that waste water management is
necessary. Ironically, the private residences are
now the problem, and we are urging them to take
action and build small-scale waste-water treat-
ment plants.”

Water is still a problem in the Zone. There are
two bore wells that presently supply most of the
area, but their output is not sufficient. Moreover,
the water of one of the wells is not potable, and
can only be used for flushing toilets and garden-
ing. There is agreement that another well will
have to be dug before the Zone can house more
industries. Explains Amrit: “We want to develop
an integrated system, where the three wells are
hooked-up. Individual units will not be allowed
to drill and operate their own bore-wells. Instead,
we aim for a central distribution system with one
or two large underground water tanks and gener-
ator back-up. The units will have their own
underground and overhead tanks to monitor their
water consumption. We rejected the idea of hav-
ing one central overhead water tank, as the expe-
rience of the Residential Zone has taught us that
an overhead tank only contributes to water
wastage.”
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SUPPORTING AUROVILLE

Stichting de Zaaier

Since 1986, the Dutch Foundation ‘De Zaaier’ has played a very
active role in Auroville. Auroville Today interviews Ms. Mia
Berden, who, apart from being Board member of De Zaaier, is
also honorary life member of Auroville International.

VToday: What is the origin
A of De Zaaier’s interest in
Auroville?

Mia: Yoka [an Aurovilian who
passed away in 1991, eds.] and I were
board members from the day the
Foundation became active in 1986. We
shared a deep interest in the philosophy
of Sri Aurobindo and The Mother and
in Auroville’s development. Yoka
moved to Auroville in September 1986
and I got involved in the work of

Auroville International The
Netherlands. That’s how Auroville
became a part of our funding.

At the end of the eighties, Dr.
Henk Thomas joined as chairman of
the board. He is Professor Emeritus of
the Dutch Institute of Social Studies
and became professionally involved
in Auroville with the research project
in the Auroville economy. The other
two board members, Ms. Martine
Bush and Ms. Carmelita Zeyl joined
later. They have both visited
Auroville, were impressed by the
manifold activities and have a positive
position towards Auroville. I am now
holding the Auroville project portfo-
lio on behalf of De Zaaier.

How does the Foundation decide
which projects to sponsor in
Auroville?

Over the years a modus operandi
has been worked out with the
Auroville  Project  Coordination
Group. Each year they receive all the
project proposals from  within
Auroville, check them and then pre-
sent us with a shortlist for funding,
indicating their priorities. From this
shortlist we select the projects. Apart
from this shortlist, we have given spe-
cial grants to particular large
Auroville projects such as recently the
Land Fund (Rs 1 crore / € 200,000)
and the Town Hall (Rs 52 lakhs /
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€ 100,000). We also sponsor individ-
nal projects, such as study and
research proposals. The total of our
donations since 1986 is now about Rs
6 crores (€ 1,2 million).

Clearly De Zaaier’s goodwill for
Auroville is enormous. Is Auroville
de Zaaier’s main project?

Mia: No. Auroville features high
on our list. Apart from The
Netherlands we have projects all over
the world. In Pakistan, for example,
we are supporting the Institute for
Labour Education and Research,
which is active in issues such as the
status of women, child labour and
general labour conditions. This
Institution has become a centre for
peace in the south-Asian region.

In January this year you visited
Auroville to review the projects sub-
mitted to De Zaaier with the project
holders. Are you satisfied with the
projects you receive?

Mia: I can’t really answer this
question with a simple yes or no. For
example, this year’s short list con-
tained requests to fund three buildings.
But we have given substantial grants
for buildings in the past and we would
now like to shift our focus to sponsor-
ing new initiatives, for example to pro-
moting the development of small
industrial units and to giving fellow-
ships for courses in India and abroad.

We built up experience by spon-
soring the organic food processing
industries, which have not taken ott as
we had anticipated. We learned how
difficult the situation is for
Auroville’s small industrial units. The
unit executives have to struggle all by
themselves; their units develop
because the unit holders put in their
own money. There seems to be little
possibility for them to get additional

capital at low interest rate. There is as
yet no support for entrepreneurs
where they can receive expert advice
on marketing, accounting, legal
affairs, taxation, building a factory
etc. Now time and energy is lost to
acquire necessary information and
help. A centre for the promotion of
industry would help to create the cli-
mate whereby industry can develop.

De Zaaier is also supporting the
Jfarms.

Mia: Yes. In the beginning, we
were approached by individual farm-
ers. Afterwards the Farm Group came
into existence and we agreed to sup-
port them with a yearly amount which
they were free to distribute. This Farm
Fund was intended to grow and attract
new money. But this hasn’t happened.
Instead, it only served as an instrument
for the distribution of our donations.

This year we received additional
requests for support from three farms,
submitted with the approval of the
Farm Group and the Project Co-ordi-
nation Group. These projects were not
part of the shortlist. It made me under-
stand that the position of Auroville’s
farms is very difficult and that, as the
Farm Group had already budgeted, a
large sum is needed. After discussions
with the concerned farms a proposal
was made for a farm-assessment
research project. This is now happen-
ing. [see AVToday June/July 2003]

It appears that De Zaaier prefers a
passive attitude and is not using its
position as a donor fo influence
Auroville’s development.

Mia: No, we would not like to be
considered as exercising undue inter-
ference on Auroville’s affairs. The
expression of our views might come
as a consequence of our analyses of
the problems presented to us, but not

as an independent push.

For example, the position of
women in society is one which is very
close to my heart. In this respect
Auroville is not in the forefront of
progress. Women work very hard and
also participate in the affairs of the
community and some women hold
important posts with great results but
male domination still prevails.
Personally I would welcome a plan to
change the situation, but that is all. I
can’t take the initiative.

Another example that I feel that
Auroville could consider starting is a
kind of public reward system for out-
standing workers, as one of the means
to improve Auroville’s relationship
with the employees and the villages. I
have been told that years ago an open
day, a Good Work Fair, was orga-
nized for all the employees, where
they displayed the products they pro-
duced, but it appears that the effort
has not been repeated. That is a pity.
But here again, we can’t take the ini-
tiative to promote this.

Nevertheless, De Zaaier got deeply
involved in the study of the develop-
ment of Auroville’s economy and
also initiated a research into the liv-
ing conditions of the Auroville’s
employees.

Mia: Yes, but that was only
because, in 1998, the Economy Group
had asked Henk Thomas if he could

Mia

make recommendations for the future
development of the Auroville econo-
my. Henk replied that that was impos-
sible without studying the key issues
of the economic history of Auroville
from its beginning in 1968 till the pre-
sent and he took up the challenge to
conduct the research. A spin-off of the
economic research is the Socio-
Economic survey of Auroville
employees 2000, as a way to learn
about the specific dynamics between
Auroville and the villages that sur-
round it. That survey was done in the
period February to July 2000. It
included all Auroville employees. All
this will be published as a research
monograph, The Economic and Social
History of Auroville 1968-2002, per-
haps as early as winter this year. [see
also AVToday June-July 2002 and
May 2003] So here again, De Zaaier
only got involved because we were
asked to do so.

Do you foresee any changes in the
future relation between De Zaaier
and Auroville?

T cannot predict. T only can say
that our income has suffered due to
market circumstances, and this may
influence the extent to which De
Zaaier can meet Auroville’s request.
It will very much depend on the pro-
jects Auroville submits.

In conversation with Carel

Developing Auroville's neighbouring villages

‘ﬁ 7 hen you read the details of
the now abandoned plan
) to build a Taj Heritage

Corridor you become aware of just
how tenuous any given ‘protection’
for heritage centres in India is. This
project, which entailed changing the
course of the Yamuna River just
behind the Taj in order to build a
shopping mall for tourists, would
have gravely endangered the Taj
Mabhal. It took the intervention of the
media and a huge public outcry to
stop this development. But if even the
Taj Mahal can become so seriously
threatened, then how fragile is
Auroville.

The following is an excerpt from
an article in the Hindu Magazine of
Sunday 13th titled ‘Tunnel vision in
Agra’:

‘As is the case with any place
which is a tourist attraction, a whole
service industry grows up around it,
starting with shops selling cheap
replicas and other souvenirs, stalls
providing food and drink to tourists,
guide and ticketing services, hotel
accommodation and the like. But it
does not stop there; pretty soon,
untrammelled growth results in every-
thing being sold there from sandal-
wood to suitcases. Municipal authori-
ties do nothing to check this prolifer-
ating entrepreneurship and pretty soon
everything gets blocked and the

tourist for whom this glut of services
is being provided cannot get through
to see the monument for what they
have come in the first place. The Taj
Mahal, in spite of its pre-eminent

innumerable small shops that lined the
route to the entrance. It was not a
pleasant experience and I am sure it is
much worse now. If we are not vigi-
lant the same thing will happen to the

Anne in Kuilapalayam village. The first Kashmiri boutique and other

handicrafts units have already opened there

position in our heritage hierarchy, has
not escaped this fate either.’

When I last visited the Taj Mahal
ten years ago, I was hassled by touts
who wanted me to visit one of the

access roads to Auroville. Indeed
development is already mushrooming
on the road from Repos to
Kuilyapalayam, and has started on the
Edayanchavadi road to the Visitor’s

Centre. It could also begin on the road
from Bommayarpalayam to
Auroville. But even more worrying is
that it is appearing on the road from
Kuilapalayam to Certitude.

Two of the most endearing
images of Auroville I have are on the
road from Kuilapalayam to Certitude.
One is of the horizon framed by
Palmyras across the open space near
New Creation; the other is of the arch-
way of trees a little further down the
road. Very soon commercial units,
billboards, etc. could replace these
charming images and they could end
up as old photo images of how beauti-
ful Auroville once had been.

Is there anything we could do to
preserve what is left? The first and
most important step is to look at our-
selves and and try to make our atti-
tudes more in line with the Charter.
We have to surrender our individual
egos to work together for the good of
Auroville. When we are less divided
as a community we will find a clearer
sense of direction and become more
powerful.

The second necessity is that we
need to have a realistic picture of the
present situation in regards to
Auroville. It is a childish fantasy to
see Auroville as an oasis paradise in a
rural setting. The reality is that
Pondicherry is expanding, and
expanding fast, and it will do more so

in the future. We have to accept the
fact that this entire area of Tamil
Nadu will become more densely pop-
ulated and urbanised. And most of the
development that will take place may
go unchecked.

But most of all we have to cooper-
ate with our village neighbours. All
traffic for Auroville passes the vil-
lages. It is but natural that the villages
seek to get economic advantage from
that — after all, they also share in all
the disturbance which the traffic to
Auroville brings. Aurcville should
help the villages to develop properly,
assist them in making village develop-
ment plans and also invest in this
development. This would prove that
Auroville is not self-seeking, that we
want to work with them and share
with them the prosperity we want to
bring to Auroville.

The horrendous development that
threatened to engulf the Taj Mahal
and still threatens Auroville threatens
other parts of India as well. Auroville
has the potential to serve as a model
for sustainable development in India.
Including the development of its sur-
rounding villages in that model is just
the next step. Auroville can do this. It
has achieved acclaim for transforming
a desert into a fertile landscape. Now
let’s achieve more wonders and build
a beautiful green town with prosper-
ous villages around it. Anne G.
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ORGANISATION

How to govern Utopia, chapter 301

Over the years, many Aurovilians have worked hard on sensible proposals for col-

lective decision-making. These tend to get shot down - often with maximum hostili-
ty - by this or that section of the community. The surprising thing is that anyone has
the energy to try again...

uroville's long  march
towards effective gover-
nance has taken us through

some twisted paths and byways in the
last few months. The destination may
be as far off as ever, or it may be just
around the next bend. But at any rate,
the journey has recently been quite
interesting.

Since March 2003, two widely
differing proposals for collective
decision-making in Auroville have
been drafted. Much discussion has
taken place in the Auroville Council,
the Working Committee, the unoffi-
cial forum known as the Tibetan
Pavilion Group, and doubtless
around a hundred dinner-tables. And
a final distinction was conferred in
the form of a speech on Self-
Governance by the Chairman of the
Governing Board, Dr Kireet Joshi.
What, if anything, will emerge in
terms of a policy proposal is not yet
clear.

The present stage of the journey
began two years ago when Serge and
Carel drafted “Towards a Divine
Anarchy”, a detailed proposal for
making and implementing decisions
in Auroville (see AVToday No. 152,
Sept 2001). After much general dis-
cussion, and four revised drafts, it
failed to gain community approval in
March 2002. From the ashes of this
proposal arose “The Experiment”,
which came into effect in September
last year with the endorsement of the
Governing Board (see AVToday No.
165, Oct 2002).

Perhaps it would have been wise
to try out the new system on some
harmless issue. This did not happen.
The first trial of The Experiment was
Matrimandir. A series of difficult
meetings failed to resolve Auroville’s
longest-running dispute, since when
no policy proposals have been
through the process of The
Experiment.

A VIEW FROM OUTSIDE

And there things might have rest-
ed for a while, but for a curious
development elsewhere.

Last November, a new Auroville
Council and Working Committee
were elected. The previous Working
Committee had enjoyed the services
of an informal support group consist-
ing of about fifteen fairly senior
Aurovilians. When the new Working
Committee decided it did not require
this service, the group decided to
keep on meeting anyway. They chose
the Tibetan Pavilion [TP] as a venue
for unofficial weekly discussions on
subjects that the members found
interesting, which included
“Decision-making in Auroville”.

The TP Group took a novel
approach. Rather than defining how
policy proposals might be created,
they decided to focus only on how
such proposals would be ratified by
the community. Put simply, if any
Aurovilian could make any sugges-
tion about governance at any time,
how would Auroville as a whole
decide which ones to adopt?

A preliminary document emer-
ged, which proposed a partially
democratic method. Under certain
circumstances — which were fully
defined — an issue would be decided
by votes cast at a meeting of the
Residents’ Assembly; depending on
the type of proposal in question, a
greater or lesser majority would be
required for ratification. This is
direct, or Athenian democracy, which
is still quite rare in the world. A much
more familiar system is representa-
tive democracy, in which voters elect
governors (or “representatives”) who
then make all the decisions on their
behalf.

The TP Group’s suggestion was
taken up for discussion by the
Auroville Council, some of whose
members are also in the Group. At
the same time, the Council asked

Serge to analyse The Experiment and
produce a report on how its processes
might be improved. The original
intention was then to attempt a syn-
thesis of the two methods. However,
the elements of direct democracy
contained in the TP Group document
proved to be irreconcileable with the
“intuitive intelligence” elements in
The Experiment.

At this point, Kireet Joshi
announced that he would be visiting
Auroville and would like to address
the residents on the subject of “Self-
Governance in Auroville”. The meet-
ing took place on July 19th.

He opened his remarks by saying
that, “There is present in Auroville a
certain egoistic conception of self-
governance. Our task is to see how
we can arrive at a true conception,
and how we can implement that
idea.” He regretted the community’s
apparent inability to co-operate in
this venture.

Several times Dr Joshi stressed
that the people of Auroville enjoy
enormous — indeed unique — freedom
to manage their own affairs. “As long
as you develop Auroville according
to the Charter, there is no limitation
on what you can do. This freedom
was deliberately not defined in the
Act. You have a complete freedom
even to shape how you will determine
the governance of Auroville.” In par-
ticular, he said, the framers of the Act
“avoided putting down that this free-
dom would be exercised by election.”

Developing this line of thought,
he emphasised that Auroville should
not be an attempt to make a State,
democratic or otherwise. “This is an
inadequate idea. It should be a living
body. If you are going to create the
kind of machinery that is used by
every Parliament in the world, there
is no experiment. We are not going
forward. Sri Aurobindo wrote, ‘The
State is bound to act crudely [...]. It

is incapable of that free, harmonious
[...] varied action which is proper to
organic groups. For the State is not an
organism. It is a machinery. And it
works like a machine. [...] It tries to
manufacture. But what humanity is
here to do is to grow, and create.’
This is what we are here to do in
Auroville.”

He concluded by commenting on
the Residents’ Assembly meetings.
“At one time it was said that the
Residents’ Assembly’s fundamental
function is to arrive at an agreement.
This statement is good, but not suffi-
cient. It is not an instrument of agree-
ment and disagreement. The starting-
point is wrong. The Residents’
Assembly should meet from time to
time to generate harmony. Invite
everyone. It is to mature, constantly,
the sense of all of us as a collectivity,
devoted to the Divine’s will.”

Since then, no progress has been
made either on the revised
Experiment or the Auroville
Council’s partially-democratic pro-
posal for ratifying policy.

If “Self-Governance in
Auroville” were a piece of classical
music, we would hear two main
themes always playing against one
another. One represents a system in
which Aurovilians directly partici-
pate — by whatever means — in shap-
ing their government; the other repre-
sents rule by a responsible, enlight-
ened elite. Each tune has its own
beauty. But they are in different keys
and ditferent modes, so that they
clash horribly with one another. This
is Dissonance.

Perhaps a time will come when
our aspiration to be a different (and
better) community does not conflict
with our practical, everyday needs as
a society. On that day, there will be
Harmony. Until then, we must strug-
gle on as best we can.

David C

The problems of the Russian people

very time I come to Auroville
E and speak English, the people

living here are astonished.
“It's impossible,” they say. “People
from Russia can only speak Russian.
Also you Russians don't have much
money and you are strange people.”

Why do people think like this?

The problems of the Russian peo-
ple are mainly the problems of
Russia herself. Our democracy is
very young — only about 15 years
old. We don't speak English or other
foreign languages well because our
language teaching was bad. Also, the
communist government of the Soviet
Union decided that Soviet people
should not go abroad, so it was not
necessary to know a language other
than Russian. Only a few hundred
Russians a year from families of
VIPs received a proper language edu-
cation so that they could work in
Russian embassies, the intelligence
service, etc.

Our people only recently got the
opportunity to read books and receive
information about the world. Before,
all this was forbidden. For example, it
was forbidden to read, buy and keep
at home not only the writings of Sri
Aurobindo,  Vivekananda  and
Krishnamurti but also the writings of
Russian philosophers like Florensky,

Berdyaev, Soloviev. Even the Bible
was banned.

Recently I was told a very inter-
esting story by Dr. Ganguly who, dur-
ing the Soviet period, worked at the
Indian Embassy in Moscow. One day
he, together with the Ambassador,
visited the Museum of History on Red
Square. Looking at an exhibition of
things owned by Lenin they noticed a
book by Sri Aurobindo. It was locked
up in a glass case. They asked permis-
sion from the museum officer to take
out the book to discover the title, but
he told them, “It is impossible. You
must ask permission from the State
Department”.

When they returned to the
Embassy, Dr. Ganguly at once wrote
a letter and sent it to the State Depart-
ment. No answer was received. After
two weeks he sent another letter.
After one month he received an
answer that Lenin had never read a
book by Sri Aurobindo. At once
someone from the Indian Embassy
was sent to the museum, but the book
had gone! Most probably it was put
in a special closed depository.

At that time, we could only read
photocopies of illegal translations of
the writings of Sri Aurobindo. If the
secret police found somebody with
these photocopies they could be

arrested. It was only about 15 years
ago that all prohibitions were lifted
and our people got the possibility to
read, buy and keep at home any book
of any philosopher. But since they can
read only Russian we needed transla-
tions. The first book published was a
good translation of Satprem’s book,
“Sri Aurobindo, or The Adventure of
Consciousness”. About a million
copies were published and it was sold
out. Many Russian people first came
to know about Sri Aurobindo and
Mother from the book by Satprem.
This is why every Russian who comes
to Auroville asks, “Where is
Satprem? How is he?”

Then in May 1989, an article on
Auroville was published in the main
newspaper for Soviet youth. It made
Auroville sound like paradise, a place
where it wasn't necessary to work,
and where everybody could do what
they want — even meditate all day. So
some Russian people came to
Auroville without being able to speak
English, without any money, and
without any understanding of the real
situation. Most of them returned to
Russia, disappointed by their experi-
ence.

Today the situation in Russia is
changing. There is a publishing
house, “Aditi”, founded by Michael

Bonke, which has published good
translations of four volumes of Sri
Aurobindo's writings and four vol-
umes of the Collected Works of
Mother. While people have started to
learn English, Russian people really
have no money because the salaries
in our country are so low. The aver-
age salary in Moscow is about $300 a
month. In my city, Saint Petersburg,
it is about $200 and in the rest of the
country about $100. The average
pension is about $50 a month. But
we, the followers of Sri Aurobindo,
have a sincere aspiration to live in
Auroville and to work together with
the rest of you.

As our consciousness grows, so
does our sense of wellbeing. I ask you
to understand us, and to help us learn
and understand the new knowledge
which has been available to the rest of
the world for many years.

Viad

Vladimir, who lives in St. Petersburg,
Russia, has been a follower of Sri
Aurobindo for about 30 years. He
helped to publish the writings of Sri
Aurobindo and Mother in Russian,
and tries to distribute their books all
over Russia.
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In brief

Matrimandir

The Auroville Council and Working
Committee informed the commu-
nity in a General Meeting on
August 7th that the Governing
Board of the Auroville Foundation
has filed a caveat in court. This
means that in case a litigation is
started by anyone, seeking redress
against an action of the Foundation
regarding the Matrimandir, the
court will not pass any orders with-
out having heard the other side.
The Foundation's lawyer has also
issued notices to a few Aurovilians
working at Matrimandir stating that
if they wish to go to court, they
should inform the Foundation and
not try to get an exparte decision.
In view of the deteriorating situa-
tion at the Matrimandir and the
inability of parties to harmonize
viewpoints, the Auroville Council
and the Working Committee pro-
posed in the same General
Meeting that a new management
team be chosen in consultation
with the Residents' Assembly. The
Council and Working Committee
believe that the issues relating to
the lake, gardens and Peace Area
have yet to be resolved.

One million dollars
for the land

The deadline to raise one million
dollars for the land has been
extended to February 21st, 2004.
By August 15th - the original
deadline — $350,000 had been
raised, which means that in only
six months the land appeal had
raised as much as the Land Fund
normally receives in one year. In
terms of purchase power, this
translates into about 40 acres of
land for Auroville. In addition it has
created a flow of income which
has enabled the land team to come
to a purchase agreement with a
real estate developer for 50 acres
in the Green Belt and to begin
negotiations for a sizeable area in
the city.

As a means of keeping up the
momentum, and extending the
range of the appeal, a land fair was
held at the Visitors’ Centre
between 14th-17th August to
inform visitors about the land crisis
and to share with them our hopes
for a solution. Stalls sold Auroville
products in aid of the Land Fund
and everything was rounded off

with the ever-popular jazz
evening.
Perce es on

House construction
The Funds and  Assets
Management Committee has
increased the contributions to be
paid by those who wish to build a
house. The percentages on a
house construction costing below
5 lakh will be 3% (2% for
Auroville Fund (AVF) and 1% to
Development Group (DG)); hous-
es between Rs 5-12 lakhs: 14%
(2% AVF, 1% DG, 10% Housing
Fund and 1% Land Fund); and
houses that cost more than Rs 12
lakhs 15% (2% AVF, 1% DG,
10% Housing Fund and 2% Land
Fund). None of these percentages
will be levied on projects where
the funds are received from Indian
Government grants. If an individ-
ual has made a separate donation
for the purchase of a piece of land
for Auroville, the Land Fund con-
tribution will be waived.

The contributions from non-resi-
dential projects are increased to
7% @% o AVF, 1% to
Development Group, 2% to Land
Fund, and 2% to the new
Infrastructure Development
Fund). Auroville architects and
contractors have been requested
to present a proposal with regard
to the percentages they charge
clients. -
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