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least a little of the preceding progress must
have been realised in the collectivity™—she
said that a way must be found for the two
types of progress to proceed together. It
was in answer (o this urgent need, she con-
tinued, that Sri Aurobindo conceived the
scheme of his international university, “in
order to prepare the human elite who will
be able to work for the progressive unifi-
cation of mankind and be ready at the same
time to embody the new force which is
descending to transform the earth™.

The most important underlying idea of
this university centre is that “the unity of
the human race can be achieved neither by
uniformity nor by domination and subjec-
tion. Only a synthetic organisation of all
nations, each one occupying its true place
in the whole, can bring about a compre-

selves to manifest the new force that will
create the race of tomorrow.”

‘The first aim, she continued, would be
to help students become aware “of the fun-
damental genius of the nation to which they
belong and at the same time to bring them
into contact with the way of life of other
nations, so that they learn to know and
respect equally the true spint of all countries
of the world.” One practical way of doing
this, she suggested, would be through a
permanent world-exhibition in which all
countries would be represented. “The ideal
would be for every nation with a well-
defined culure to have a pavilion repre-
senting that culture, built in a style most
expressive of the customs of the country;
it will exhibir the nation’s most representat-
ive products, natural as well as manufact-

ured, and also the best expressions of i
intellectual and artistic genius and its spirit-
ual tendencies.”

Later she elaborated on the latter point.
“Just as each individual has a psychic being
which is his true self and which governs
his destiny more or less overtly, so too each
nation has a psychic being which is its true
being and moulds its destiny from behind
the veil: it is the soul of the country, the
national genius, the spirt of the people, the
centre of national aspiration, the fountain-
head of all' that is beautiful, noble, great
and generous in the life of the country.”

In 1968 the experiment in human unity
entered a new phase with the founding of
Auroville, “a site of material and spiritual
researches for a living embodiment of an

LLIUtll Wy LIIC D OO RSO LLIC SUIL1AE] LCTL-
dencies of the global armms race:

“And s0, the clear vision that Auroville
was a centre of force and creation with. ..
(how to say?) a seed of truth, and that if it
could blossom and develop, the very move-
ment of its growth would be a reaction
against the catastrophic consequences of
the error of anmament.”

Later Mother was to define the “spirit of
Auroville” as “Basically, the art of creating
a unity with complexity. Without unifor-
mity, you see: unity through the harmony
of complexity, each thing in its place...”

However, she added that this was very
difficult to achieve, noting that (in 1967)
“there is not a single formation of the ‘spir-
it of Auroville' in the earth's atmosphere...”

So how well is Auroville doing today?
On the global scale, it's impossible for us to

(continued on page 2)
























