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Dear Sydo,

t has become clear since you left
us last week the extent of the con-
tribution you made to the lives of

so many people here. I think that

maybe you didn’t realise how many
people you touched, how many peo-
ple loved you and admired your
laughter, energy and spirit.

Your relationships with children,
whether socially with friends or while
working at the Kindergarten and at
sports, was something extraordinary
and very special. I remember your
patience, your love to them, and the
endless childish fun that you had with
so many of them. You were so glad to
have taken the step to engage in the
work at the Kindergarten and sports,
and I am very happy that you took
that on and that your last months with
us contained the lightness and joy of
interacting with children. That added
a much-needed contrast to all the pain
and anxiety and fear that was also
present in these last months. Your
contribution to children was also very
thoughtful — I remember in Berijam
last year when you researched activi-
ties for children in nature, aiming to
combine that joy and fun with devel-
oping the connection to nature that
you felt so strongly. And I believe
that you succeeded.

Your connection to nature was
strong. I think of you in your little
house in the open field, gazing at the
horizon, watching the sunsets, the
trees you planted growing around
you, playing the flute under a vast
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_ starry sky. We shared this recharging

power that nature can give — I
remember talking about it, and expe-
riencing it, with you in Berijam and
also other places. And it was reflected
in your commitment to the Forest
Group and Green Group. Despite
frustration at the often apparently
dysfunctional group processes of

" Auroville, you maintained the effort

to be part of the Auroville Planning
and Development Council and to -
engage with all the little conflicts
and issues that arose in the Green
Group. I know that you wanted to
quit last year after the attacks on
you, but your commitment to, and
faith in, Auroville and Her dream
made you continue. One thing that
we both expressed strongly, and
that you managed to stand for far
more effectively than me, was the
need to totally abandon the ‘us and
them” attitude that exists in so many
aspects of Auroville. T admired your
perseverence in this, and I personal-
ly promise you that I will continue
with it and manifest as much as I
can this particular part of the dream
that you had for Auroville.

Maybe the strongest thing that
many people remember about you
now is your sense of humour, your
laughter, which you brought to
almost everything you did.
Especially of course on stage, when
with Jeff or in one of Johnny’s plays
you could play that clown that you
liked to play so much. And you made
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In memory of Sydo

An Aurovilian was murdered in his house on January 31st, 2004

Auroville as Sydo, joined

Auroville in August, 1996 at
the age of 33. He was one of those
regular ‘greenbelt guys’, easy-going,
tundu round his head, always on his
bike. He worked hard on the environ-
ment and with his jokes, clowning
and good-natured, somewhat anar-
chic take on life, he was much loved,
particularly by the children.

On the morning of Sunday,
February 1st, Sydo was found dead in
a pool of blood in his house. The dis-
belief and grief in the community was
overwhelming as people tried to
come to terms with this indescribable
loss and the realization that one of us
had been killed, for reasons as yet
unknown.

Matrimandir, the schools, most
workshops and all non-essential ser-
vices closed for a three day period of
mourning. There was a collective

S ytze Douwe van Loo, known in

meditation under the Banyan, large -

community meetings as well as dia-
logues with village elders. There was

so many people laugh so much when
you did that! I mean, let’s face it, you
were pretty silly at times. And what
was great was that you weren't afraid
to make a fool of yourself while you
did it. You brought humour to almost
everythings lightening the atmos-
phere often through pretty tasteless
jokes. In fact the other day when we
were collecting the ashes of your
body at Adventure I felt you there
very strongly, enabling us to laugh

also a very moving ‘open mike’
evening at the Visitors Centre during
which friends celebrated the Sydo
they had known.

Sydo’s body was cremated in
Adventure and a friend took the ashes
to Sydo’s family in Holland. The
family sent a wonder-
ful letter in which they

Th Bavan tree neér te Matrlmahdlr '

house in Udumbu where masses of
flowers and tributes were laid.

Subsequently there have been
meetings with senior police officers
and the Dutch Ambassador has visit-
ed the community.

Now begins the work of under-
standing, introspec-
tion, even while

expressed their grati-
tude that Sydo was in
the loving care of the
community and pray-
ing that the memory of
Sydo as a ‘loving, cre-
ative and funny mar-
vel” would live on.

On Sunday 7th, in
the light of Sydo’s
death and a deteriorat-
ing law and order situ-

urgent measures are
being taken on the
external plane to
improve security — a
Security Task Force
has been set up — and
ensure that the guilty
are brought to justice.
If, as many feel,
Sydo’s death is a
wake-up call, a cata-
lyst which is forcing

ation in the surround-

ing area, over a thousand Aurovilians
and villagers made a quiet Unity
Walk through the villages of
Kottakarai, Edayanchavadi and

Kuilapalayam, ending up at Sydo’s

Drama was not the only expres-
sion of your creativity, although it
was the one that allowed most for the
clown to be played. You were also a
gifted artist and musician. I remem-
ber that you had been frustrated at not
doing the art which you loved to do,
and again I am happy that you did in
recent months put more energy into
that. Your paintings were beautiful
and evocative, and you managed to
capture a spirit of the people you
painted that was certainly thought-
provoking. And then, again con-

and make those tasteless jokes at
what would otherwise have been a
very macabre scene. You were defi-
nitely there then.
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trasting a serious part of you with

lightness and fun, there were the
. doodles and sketched portraits that

entertained you in meetings.

Music also gave you a lot,
recharged the batteries. You
played the flute beautifully, both
alone and with others, both seri-
ously with self-expression and also
lightly, improvising with other
instruments. Again, music was not
only a serious thing for you — you
almost always carried around
things to bang and rattle and shake
— a huge seed pod, a plastic egg,
two sticks. A rattle, a shake, and a
song and dance.

Your spiritual aspiration was
the foundation for your entire life,
and also contributed to the very
serious aspect of you that not many
people saw. I see you as someone
who was painfully frustrated by
the limitations of the human condi-

tion, and constantly striving to be in
contact with the higher force, to sur-
render to Her will. You believed so
passionately in Auroville and in Her

us to look more close-
ly at the way we are living in relation-
ship to the ideals and to radically
change our relationship with each
other and the villagers, it may not
have been in vain.

dream. Thank you for that.

As 1 said already, you have
touched so many. people in your time
here, Sydo. That circle of people you
touched is wider I think than anyone
else's I know. And yet at the same
time so few people really knew you.
You found it so difficult to let people
in, into the vulnerable and serious and
troubled places that were deeper
inside you. You were always always
giving — giving to your friends, to the
kids, to the groups you were part of:
to Auroville. But it was very difficult
to get you to receive anything, to take
from the people who loved you as
much as you could give to them. This
makes me.sad; but then I wonder
about it, and wonder if the deepest
part of you knew your destiny in this
lifetime, knew that you had to leave
early, played a part in preventing you
from engaging too closely with many
people here. It made you more free to
leave, and maybe reduce the
heartache for those who are left
behind. Maybe. I don’t know.

Sydo, you have now given this
community which you loved and
believed in so much, more than any-
one ever has. What has happened in
this last grief-stricken week since you
left has been truly amazing. The com-
munity has been more together than
ever before, and this is thanks to you.
On-Saturday evening when we, your
Auroville family who love you, cele-
brated your presence among us, we
were more of a family than we have
been before. We are there for each
other, supporting and loving.

continued on page 2
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REMEMBERING SYDO

‘ ‘ Sydo, have you
recovered com-
pletely from the

attack?” I asked him about a

fortnight ago when I saw him

in perfectly good shape at the

ACUR (Town Hall). I was nat-

urally expecting an affirmative

response, but to my surprise he
moved his head in negation.

That spoke of the severity of

the first attack about 3 months

back. But it also told that
something within him was
feeling that the dark shadow of
that first attack was on him,

was still lingering in his envi-
ronment. That it had not left
him. I gave him Mother’s
blessing packet and an incense
packet that I sometime send to
those donors to the Land Fund
who ask for such things. I wish
I would have told him at that
time to go somewhere far
away from Auroville or India,
and come back only when he
felt completely “recovered”.
But now, recalling the
sight of Sydo after that first
attack, I see that some deeper
part of him was awake. He

looked at the life and world
with an innocent gleam that
wanted to know ... know life,
the world, the meaning of it
all...As Satprem writes in On
the Way to Supermanhood,
that quest is like a pure flame
and that is the only thing that
matters, it builds up its secret
reservoir in the being until the
entire inner and outer geogra-
phy of man is consumed by it.
A life ends but that flame
burns!

Aryadeep

& .

Reflective moment in Berijam

Dear Sydo,

continued from page 1

Yesterday’s Unity Walk was probably the
largest gathering in Auroville since the inauguration
— an incredibly moving display of togetherness and
aspiration by Aurovilians and villagers. And this you
gave to us.

Sydo, as I try to piece my life together again I
know that I will never be the same. I will ensure that
you stay alive in my heart. We all here have a respon-
sibility now to acknowledge what you have given us,
and to make changes in our lives accordingly. And I
for one promise you that it will happen, and that your

precious gift to us and to the Dream will stay alive.
‘ I love you.

¥

Gemma

The strangest person | know

details) every morning. Though you

would say that this means this person is
no stranger to me, still I find (let’s say) him
the strangest person I know. So, he is talk-
ing about himself most of the time which
makes him extremely self-conscious and
that makes him guard over his daily life as
if he had to shield it from something. This
something he doesn’t want to know, does-
n’t want to see. That seems to be his waking

Imeet him or her (don’t ask for exact

state, to shield it from the light of awaken-. .

ing, from the probable shock of it. He goes
about his life by means of habits, customs,
taking the beaten tracks and hobbling along
with all the others who are actually just as
strange as he is.

So I could have talked about any one of
the many ‘strange’ persons we all know,
but they are just people who are different
somehow; nothing strange about them. No,
it’s that strange person we wake up to that
amazes me again and again for his strange-
ness to a world he has-already been in so
long, from his own point of view that is. [
hope one day he will become so strange to
me that I don’t know him anymore; as if he
had never been there.

Sydo (writing for ‘AXIS’ magazine)

We came for a dream,

And healing the earth.
You planted the trees,
Took care of them

You wanted to move out.
How the soul knows...
Now it’s too late,

Mother.

Tribute to Sydo

Sydo, our beloved brother and friend.

A dream for a more conscious world,
Living in harmony with each other,

And created a beautiful diverse flora around you.
You played with the children,

Pruned the trees in the Matrimandir gardens,

And removed the parasites from them.

You had the courage to stay after the attack,

You struggled hard with the trauma.

Friday you expressed you didn’t feel safe anymore,

Our dream scattered and broken.

Now we have to struggle with the trauma.

Dear Sydo, your task is done.

May our love be strong enough to guide you on your way to the Divine

May she take you in her arms and heal you.

Kireet (Gerard Jak)

Sydo with his parents

Message from the family

Dear people of Auroville,

Sydo was brutally taken away from us. We are
unable to understand why this had to happen to
him, why this is happening to us.

We are so grateful to know that at this moment,
when we can’t be there, he is in your loving care,
Please give him all the warmth and respect that we
now can only give from a distance.

We know that some of you are filled with anger
and fury, with feelings of revenge. We can under-
stand that, but we beg you all to stay away from
violence, the violence that killed our son and
brother.

Let there be no eye for an eye!

More violence will only make the suffering that
we are going through bigger.

Sydo was a man of peace, of love.

When he was attacked in August he was only able
to stop the attackers by sofiness. We cry out to all
the love in the world to give us all the strength to
stay calm and wise.

We pray that the memory of Sydo will live on, not
only as the beautiful person who was brutally
murdered, but most of all as the loving, creative
and funny marvel he was.

Let’s hope that in time the world can once again
become as good as when he was still amongst us.
We have to let him go

Because we love him so.

Dear Sydo,

We are getting used to not seeing you every day
any more, but the idea never fo see you again is
extremely heavy for us. We are infinitely grateful
that we had spoken with you the weekend before
your death.

And, even if it is terribly difficult, we will have to

letyou go.

We give your breath here to the sky in India and .
your bodily remains later to the earth in The
Netherlands. But you will never disappear from
our hearts.

Depart in peace. Qur love for you no one will ever
take from us.

His father, mother, Bert, Marcia, Luc, Petra and
Zsofi

Letter from Sydo’s brother

On Wednesday, together with you in Auroville,
here in Balk we said goodbye to Sydo. We have
been silent, we wept, but also listened to classical
music. We read the texts we had sent to Auroville
and poems we had selected for each other. We
also listened to music by Al Jarreau, music that
Sydo, Luc and I shared in our youth. Luc will sing
a bit of that on Tuesday, when we put Sydo’s
ashes in the ground. “Could you believe in a
dream...”

It has been raining here for days, as many times
as my sweet mother has crying fits, My tears come
in waves, but I can say nevertheless that since
Wednesday (the day of Sydoe’s cremation in
Auroville) we do feel lighter and freer. For others,
who have come for a visit, this is sometimes diffi-
cult to understand. They come in very sad, but
when they leave it is as if they go away with our
lightness. They ofien tell us, when leaving, that
they are very grateful for this.

We are very happy with the messages of sympathy
from Auroville. Also through Suzie my parents
received a lot of mail. The messages, photos, anec-
dotes and good thoughts reinforce in me and my
parents the feeling that Sydo lived and died in
the right place.
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SYDO'S DEATH - BACKGROUND

A spiral of
violence

dastardly and cowardly act. The verdict on
ASydo’s brutal murder has been unanimous,

both in Auroville as well as in the surround-
ing villages. But it has been very difficult to get infor-
mation on the background of the spiralling violence
that has manifested during the last years. People are
scared to speak and feel that the situation has gone
beyond their control. “If I speak out, I may be the
next to be molested or worse...Look at the recent
murder in Edaiyanchavadi. It happened in broad day-
light, at 7 o’clock in the moming.” The following
report attempts to give an insight and raises some
questions. But given the lack of willingness to speak,
it is probably far from complete.

Violence is not new to Auroville. In the early
days, during the fights with the Sri Aurobindo
Society, Aurovilians were attacked by goondas who
had been hired to scare them and discourage them
from remaining in Auroville. After the government
take-over, this type of violence ceased. But other
types of criminal activities gradually surfaced:
assaults on women, thefts, and robberies on motorcy-
clists. In those times four notorious thieves prowled
the area. One disappeared after having been caught a
few times; another was killed in the Auroville green-
belt; the third died in a village row a few years ago;
and the fourth passed away last year.

However, the situation was different in the vil-
lage of Bommaiyarpalayam. From the end of the
1980s onwards, tensions had been played out
between supporters of the Mailam temple — which
owns more than half of the lands in that village and in
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A participant in the peace walk carries a
placard “Peace we will protect; peace we want."

the neighbouring villages of Kuilapalayam and
Pillaichavadi — and those who oppose it. Skirmishes
flared up with distressing regularity, resulting in
quite a lot of physical violence and subsequent court
cases. The situation took a turn for the worse in 1996
‘when, after 10 years, the first panchayat (village gov-
ernment) elections in Tamil Nadu were held. Both
Bommaiyarpalayam and Kuilapalayam are adminis-
tered by the same panchayat. In the celebrations that
followed the election, the son of one of the village
elders, someone who was universally respected and
had met The Mother and promised her that
Kuilapalayam would collaborate with Auroville, was
murdered. He had been affiliated to the losing party.
As some Tamil Aurovilians, who had family in these
villages, had been active in the elections and had
given their support to the winning party, the elders
complained to Auroville. Upset by the murder, the
Auroville Working Committee issued a stern warn-
ing that Aurovilians were not to engage in politics.
But everybody was aware that one could not expect
Tamil Aurovilians not to show an active interest in
the happenings in the village where they were born.
For in the Tamil culture, family connections are
extremely strong.

This murder was a sign of a vanishing social
structure and a changing power situation. Auroville,
unwittingly, had contributed to the change of the
social environment. There were the more affluent
lifestyles displayed by the Aurovilians. There was the
influx of people from other areas who were
employed by Auroville. There were the Auroville
construction projects which needed a large number of
workers. Many youngsters had found jobs in
Auroville and, for the first time in their lives, earned
a decent income. But, contrary to Tamil traditions,
the income was often only partly shared with the
family. In many cases, large parts of it were spent on
the fulfilment of the youngster’s personal desires
such as a vehicle, a walkman, jewellery or simply for

Over 1000 people from Auroville and the surrounding villages walked together

for peace and unity

hanging out with friends. This attitude also reflected
a change in power structures. Many village elders
were no longer respected, and the natural leadership
gradually disappeared. A new political leadership
was making its presence felt.

Last but not least, there was the influence of
Tamil films and television. Of all Indian states, Tamil
Nadu has the largest number of cinema theatres and
television stations and it has a vast film industry.
Most movies are full of violence. In consequence,
violence has, unconsciously, become accepted as part
of life. ;

For a few years following the 1996 murder there
was an uneasy calm in the village of Kuilapalayam.
But two rival groups, composed of young men, had
come into existence. In April 2001, at a function in
the Auroville community of New Creation, tempers
exploded. Members from one group disrupted the
children’s performance, while members of the other
group came to the rescue. It led to bloodshed and a
few broken limbs. However, it did not stop at that. A
few days later, a member of the group that came to
the defence of the children was murdered. The police
arrested the suspects. However, they were soon out
on bail; and a retaliation murder followed. Once
again the police rounded up all suspects as well as
some innocents individuals, including some family
members who were Aurovilians, and placed them in
jail. Afterwards, peace between the two groups was
brokered which held for some time. .

But the peace notwithstanding, thefts increased.
In a short period, more than 25 cases of motorbike
and other thefts were registered with the police. Also,
an attempt to kidnap some people unrelated to

Auroville was made, which led to a few more arrests.

The gangs, whose members were mostly in prison for
a short while, being freed on bail, gained influence.
Apart from thefts, they resorted to extortion and
blackmail. Rumours have it that gang members were
even hired by individuals from Pondicherry to do
their “‘dirty” work and that, for fear of retribution or
for other reasons, many people in the village tacitly
supported one or the other of these gangs.

Also the number of violent scuffles involving
Aurovilians increased. In a number of incidents,
Aurovilians were beaten up, and a few rapes were
committed. While some of these incidents were
attributed to one or other of the gangs, mostly they
were independent occurences, demonstrating the
general deteriorating situation. ]

In August 2003, an armed robbery with possible
intent of murder took place on an American
Aurovilian,  Steve, in
Udumbu. Steve heard some
noise in his house in the
evening, went to see, and
was immediately assaulted
by a group of six or seven
men armed with knives and
katthies (billhooks). They
slashed his body severely
while he called for help and
defended himself with a
steel bar. His neighbour
Sydo came to the rescue but
also got badly wounded by
the criminals, who finally
fled. Both Steve and Sydo
had to be hospitalized for an
extensive period to recover
from bodily and mental
injury. During their conva-
lescence in hospital, the
police arrested a number of
suspects and brought them

People walked from Matrimandir to Kottakarai to Edaiyanchavadi to
Kuilapalayam to Udumbu and finally back to the Matrimandir

before Steve and Sydo. A few of them were recog-
nized by Sydo, who, in doing so, became the main
witness in the case. It appeared that these suspects
were members of one of the gangs. Some of them
were soon released on bail once again. The Auroville
police liaison issued a warning that the released
might try to eliminate the witness against them, but
no action was taken.

In October 2003, the gang war flared up once
again, and another murder took place, this time in
another village close by Auroville. The victim was a
homeopath who had connections with one of the
gangs. It did not take long before the retaliation mur-
der occurred. On January 19th, 2004, one of the
senior members of the other gang, who had just been
released on bail a few days earlier, was killed in
broad daylight in Edaiyanchavadi.

The series of gruesome murders came to a head
when, in the evening of January 31st, Sydo was mur-
dered in his house in Udumbu. The ‘why’ of this
murder has not been resolved but theories abound.
One theory is that Sydo was the target of one of the
gangs because he successfully intervened a few days
earlier when a Western woman was being harassed
by the members of the gang. Another theory is that
the murder took place because Sydo and Steve had
gotten into an argument with some villagers over the
ownership of some-trees that were being cut by the

_ villagers in or near Udumbu. Another theory is that

he was killed to be silenced as the witness in the pre-

vious assault. And perhaps the reason is a combina-

tion of more than one theory. In one of his last mes-

sages, dated 19th January 2004, Sydo had written:
“Dear All,

I would like to add that there is a serious threat
that Steve, I and others are potential targets for these
criminals since we are witnesses in a case against
them. Tampering with witnesses can therefore not be
ruled out and serious brainstorming and subsequent
actions must be considered. The past and present
show that these gangs don't stop at anything. Sydo”

As can be expected, Sydo’s murder has raised a
lot of speculation and endless discussion. Auroville
failed to recognize the cries for help and assistance
which the police liaison had given so many times.
Questions like these can no longer be ignored and
need to be answered. Auroville may have little direct
possibility of controlling the gang wars. But it can no
longer, in the name of respecting individual freedom,
refuse to see or tolerate actions of individuals that
endanger the safety of villagers and fellow
Aurovilians alike.
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In brief

Matrimandir

The Governing Board of the
Auroville Foundation has been
widely criticised for taking impor- -
tant decisions concerning the
Matrimandir in an informal Board
meeting held on February 17th,
2004 at New Delhi without any
dialogue with community represen-
tatives, thus affecting Auroville's
autonomy. The Board decided to
cancel the order of the Secretary of
the Auroville Foundation of
October 13th, 2003 whereby four
new executives for Matrimandir
were appointed, and appointed
instead a Steering Committee con-
sisting of three Board members. It
directed that the four current exec-
utives and one former executive
“will assist the work” and that all
issues regarding proposals or sug-
gestions should be presented to the
Steering Committee which should
take decisions on the basis of the
consensus of all its members. If
there is dissatisfaction among any
section of the residents of Auroville
in regard to any decision of the
Steering Committee, the matter will
be referred to the Governing Board.
The Working Committee and the
Auroville Council have expressed
their sense of disappointment at the
contents of the decisions and the
fact that they are being imposed
upon the community. Also the rela-
tion the Steering Committee and
the five “assistants” is unclear. The
Board has been requested to put
the decisions on hold "“as any
attempt to implement them will
further strengthen the forces of
Disharmony and Falsehood, which
are trying to have a foothold in
Auroville" and have invited the
members of the Board to dialogue
with them on the issues. The deci-
sion of the Board has apparently
been made in the belief (also preva-
lent at the the Human Resource
and Development Ministry, the
nodal ministry for Auroville) that
only a relatively small number of
Aurovilians were agreeing to the
change of Matrimandir manage-
ment. In order to now “sufficiently
demonstrate” that the movement
and decision of October 2003 to
replace the then executives and
start an entirely new phase was car-
ried by a large number of
Aurovilians, the Working Commit-
tee has asked all who agree with
the stand taken by them to express
this by signing a statement.

Board of Trustees

The FAMC reported that attempts
to establish an Auroville Board of
Trustees consisting of trustees of
the commercial trusts of Auroville
has not taken off. The main obsta-
cle is the envisaged necessity to
remove the hierarchical nature of
the envisaged Board which is now
viewed as simply one more layer of
red tape.

Transition School
Transition Schoal intends to expand
its present maximum capacity of
144 students to 200 students by
building four more classrooms and
a teacher's room. The expansion is
necessary as the school is working
to nearly full capacity and cannot
accommodate  the  expected
increase  of students. It has
appealed for donations to the
amount of ‘Rs 31 lakhs (US$
65,000). For more info contact
mary@auroville.org.in

Five- plan

The Auroville Planning and
Development Council (APDC) has
drafted a Scope of Work for the
five year development plan, con-
taining the parameters and broad
lines required for the drafting the
plan.
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MATRIMANDIR

Matrimandir progress report

The recently appointed executives of Matrimandir have issued an extensive
progress report. Here is an abridged version.

Aurovilians.
The Mother, 15.11.70

and Harmony In the world.

The Matrimandir will be the soul of Auroville.
The sooner it is there, the better it will be for everybody and especially for the

“The completion of Matrimandir will be coincidental with the establishment of Peace

Nirodbaran quoting The Mother in an interview with ‘Auroville Today’ in 1991

he need to hasten the comple-
I tion of Matrimandir has been
felt by the Auroville communi-
ty. Measures have been taken to this
effect in October 2003, when a new
management was put in place by the
Secretary at the request of the
Working Committee to bring about a
renewed dynamism and a greater col-
laboration between all parties con-
cerned — especially between the archi-
tect and the team of Aurovilians who
carry out and supervise the work.
Since then, collaboration has
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opening as the ray of sunlight. A suc-
cessful experiment using a single
spotlight was done on New Year’s
Eve. However, the bulb of this spot-
light costs Rs 10,000/- with a life time
of only 500 hours, which would
require a second spot light as stand-
by. Alternatives are being researched.

The work on top

The air-conditioning ducts are being
adjusted so that they will emerge on
the roof and then enter the Chamber
through the new central inlet. A stain-
less steel box placed
between the outer skin
and the disks will
house these ducts and
will be covered with
golden tiles.

“The old heliostat
needs to be replaced
by a mnew one,
designed and manu-
factured many years
ago. A computerized
tracking system will
need to be designed
and two more fixed

Model of the marble slabs with the Auroville
symbol and a mantra that will be installed at
the bottom of the East and West ribs

improved dramatically; activity has
noticeably increased and productivity
has improved. Some 50 workers,
mainly skilled, have been added and
the number of workers having to
leave construction work each after-
noon for visitors’ duty has been sub-
stantially reduced.

The priority is to complete the
inside of Matrimandir so that it
becomes usable at the earliest, hope-

fully in 2-3 years. As work is also

going on in other areas, we expect to
be able to complete at the same time
Matrimandir’s outer face and also its
immediate surroundings, the twelve
small and large petals and their medi-
tation chambers.

Detailed studies of infrastructure
and gardens have now started. Studies
are also underway to find out how to
create the lake. At this stage, it is not
possible to foresee when exactly the
gardens and the lake will be complet-
ed.

Though Matrimandir has now
four active ‘executives’, all practical
and financial decisions relating to the
construction work are taken collec-
tively. The architect attends meetings
with his aides, when he is in town.

The following overview presents
in a nutshell the work that is being
done.

The Chamber

The four existing air-conditioning
outlets in the ceiling will be closed
and replaced by one ring-shaped out-
let around the central opening through
which the sun ray passes. The exact
shape and diameter of this ring-
shaped outlet is being studied by a
German expert in aerodynamics so
that this ring is as small as possible
and no noise is heard.

The four spotlights will be
replaced by one spot-light whose rays
will ‘pass through the same central

£F Aurcville Today March 2004

mirrors installed. The
new heliostat complex
will be partly encased
in a stainless steel box
covered with golden tiles, so that it
will not be visible from the ground
level.

The work in the Chamber and on

' the roof is scheduled for early 2005.

The Chamber will then have to be
closed for a period of two to three
months.

The entrances

The four access doors to Matrimandir
will be made of rectangular steel
pipes, which will be covered with
glass and golden tiles in a pattern in
harmony with the ‘shields’. The struc-
tural design and decoration of these
doors are being finalised. These doors
will automatically open by sliding
underneath the Matrimandir when a
visitor approaches.

The first level

A new ventilation system is being
installed within the cylinder of the
central staircase to refresh the air
within the Matrimandir at night. The
system will also allow for a positive
pressure inside, so that less dust enters
when an entrance door opens.

Plans are afoot to modify the

existing air-conditioning plant from .

the present “split’ type to a simpler
system that will have lower operating
COsts.

The blocks that will frame the
entrances to the staircase have been
made in ferrocement and will be cov-
ered with marble slabs.

The wood and brass railings of
the two staircases are being installed.
The inside of the railings will be cov-
ered with small marble tiles.

The second level

The landing of one of the spiral ramps
is nearing completion. A sculpture
will be placed near each landing.
These sculptures are still to be
ordered.

The glass parapets on the ramps
are yet to be installed. Unfortunately,
this glass, which was specially
imported from Germany, is held up in
a glass-bending factory at Kolkotta
because of a lockout. Attempts are
being made to retrieve this glass and
send it to another factory of the same
company.

At the bottom of the East and
West ribs, marble slabs with the
Auroville symbol and a mantra will
be installed, which are yet to be
ordered.

Each of the four ribs will have a
narrow stream of water flowing
through it and ending in a pool locat-
ed in the bottom of the rib. One of the
ribs is almost complete, with gold-tile
joints. Work on the other three ribs is
progressing.

The inner skin

The design of the inner skin is almost
finalised. It consists of aluminum tri-
angles. A non-flammable fibre-glass
fabric will be stretched inside each tri-
angle. During the daytime, the sun
will light up the inner skin through the
salmon-orange coloured portholes
behind the disks. In the evenings,
Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs) of 3
different colours will be used to
obtain the required colour. Tests have
been carried out succesfully. A simple
computerized control system is being
designed to allow the light in each tri-
angle to be adjusted in intensity and
colour.

Model of the blocks that will
frame the entrances to the stair-
case from the first to the second

level.

The outside

The “Kemperol” waterproofing
which was applied some years back
has peeled of in some places from the
ferrocement skin due to the use of the
wrong primer. The work has been
guaranteed by Kemperol and will be
redone.

The gilding team comipleted the
last disk in November 2003. Work is
ongoing to install the structure of the
4 golden shields around the entrance
doors. The design of these shields is
yet to be finalised.

Above each entrance there will be
a four-petalled flower, each with a
different geometrical figure at its cen-
tre. These figures will correspond to
the four Aspects of the Mother as

Above each entrance there will be a four-petalled flower, each with a
different geometrical figure at its centre

mentioned by Huta in her book “The
Spirit of Auroville”.

Work underneath

Beneath the Matrimandir one more
symbol of The Mother will be placed
to camouflage the staircase and venti-
lation system. Its design will be
finalised when the tests of the ventila-
tion system are conclusive.

The area below

The RCC structure of the “lotus
pond” underneath Matrimandir was
cast acoording to the architect’s latest
design. Outside contractors have been
asked to submit quotations for the
marble work.

The petal chambers

Though work is progressing
rapidly, outside contractors may be
invited to submit quotations for the
meditation chambers in the petals, the
service rooms and the connecting cor-
ridors. A first meditation room is
being completed.

The gardens

The architect has invited proposals
from all parties (Aurovilians and oth-
ers) for the design of any of the 12
gardens, or all of them.

A presentation of the main flow-
ers of the 12 Gardens will take place
during the Mother’s 126th birthday on
February 21st, 2004.

The amphitheatre

Completion work on the amphitheatre
has started. Stone workers are dress-
ing the granite slabs, which will be
placed around the rim of the
amphitheatre. Fourteen pairs of light-
ing benches in granite are also about
to be made. Other lighting arrange-
ments are being studied.

Garden of love

The ‘Garden of Love’ (rose garden)
is being maintained. The architect,
however, wishes to change this gar-
den quite drastically but his plans
are not yet known. Changes will
only be made in agreement with par-
ties concerned after a community
process.

Matrimandir Nursery

After 30 years, the time has at last
arrived where the Matrimandir
Nursery can start supplying all the
plants required for the gardens. In
the nursery, maintenance and prun-
ing of valuable trees are proceeding.

Matrimandir Lake
Reports on the feasibility of using

“the Matrimandir lake for the entire

water system of the township are
being evaluated by a Dutch special-
ist. The conclusions are expected
soon. Major works will only start
after a community process.

Outer gardens

No development will take place and
no trees will be cut (or allowed to
die) as long as the exact size of the
lake is not known. Prior to any
changes, plans will be made public
and a community process will take
place. Here too, valuable trees are
being pruned.

Access and usage

An ‘Access Group’ has been set-up
for taking care of visitors and formu-
lating a new access policy that
would admit visitors while simulta-
neously preventing Matrimandir
from becoming a mere tourist desti-
nation.

An aluminum triangle is carried
up the ramp

Finances and Fund-raising

Matrimandir’s expenditure amounts
to Rs 14 - 18 lakhs/month and will
increase as the work picks up.
Income from donations is Rs 8 - 12
lakhs/month. Fund-raising efforts
have intensified.
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