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uroville is bipolar. Not in the sense of

manic-depressive — although we could dis-

cuss that one — but in the sense that it has

two well-defined but contrasting seasons.

The winter season is the time of bright
young tourists, hippies past their sell-by date and some-
what bewildered parents who are desperately trying to
work out why their offspring ended up here.

Winter is the time of new ideas or recycled Ideas
which are keenly re-espoused, of workshops on cosmic
renewal, sustainable community and screaming your way
to bliss (not really, I made that one up). It’s the time when
we reorganize our organization, when visiting speakers
bring us up-to-speed with the latest in global transforma-
tion, when ex-Aurovilians visit and tell us where we’re
going wrong, when everybody’s diary is stuffed full of
events, appointments and reminders: “remember to
breathe, remember to phone the eco-man, remember to
tell myself I am the incamation of unconditional love”.
Winter is green, green, every visitor wants to become an
Aurovilian and retire to a little house in the greenbelt or to
open a small workshop on the beach selling leather
thongs and carved dolphins.

Summertime is different. Auroville is empty, tawny,
the visitors — and many of the Aurovilians — burned away
like so much tallow. Diaries are composted and the dense
silence is broken only by the popping of copper-pod
seeds, the light patter of pesticides falling on cashew
leaves and the occasional motorcyclist. Summer is the
time of impromptu, sweaty meetings outside Pour Tous,
of brain-fried cyclists veering wildly across the road, of
the pervasive red dust which settles on everyone and
everything like a perverse benediction.

It’s when Auroville goes minimalist, the almost court-
ly exchanges of the winter season replaced by atavistic
grunts and growls. These are the days when undying
enmities are created by someone jumping the queue at the
fruit counter, when ten minute power-cuts evoke howls as
if from the depths of Dante’s Inferno. Summer is the time
when most of the Services announce that “We’re closed
for the next two months. Have a nice day”; when fashion
Auroville is supplanted by stained tee-shirts, battered
chappals and not very much in-between; when the servers
at the Solar Kitchen, starved of clients, try to involve you
in long, intense conversations: “The onion raita is very
good today. You don’t like it? Why not? Didn’t your
mother breast-feed you? Wait, wait, you can tell me.”

Yet, summer does have its uses. It’s the ultimate test-
ing-ground, so the projects and initiatives which are still
running during June and July are likely to have deeper
roots and hardier leaves than the hot-house plants tender-
ly nurtured during the winter season. (Of course, there are
always those groups which grind on, year after year, as if
on auto-pilot, untouched by vulgar considerations ll.ke
utility or relevance.)

Summer is the in-breath which balances thc outgoing
energy of winter, it’s the fallow ground out of which
unexpected shoots emerge. Summer is the time when

there’s a little bit more time — to talk to your neighbour-

(assuming you still have one), to read Proust, to watch the
shadows inch lazily across your porch, to count the tiles
on the ceiling as you lie spread-eagled on the cool floor of
your shower.

Summer is ... alright, agreed, I'm off myself next
week to cooler climes. But I know, I really know, there
are a great many advantages to staying here during the
heat.

If only I could think of them.
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PLANNING THE CITY

On April 29th, the Auroville Planning Group, a subgroup of the Auroville Planning and Development Council, presented its ‘directions for interpreting

the Galaxy'.

t was a lazy Saturday morn-

ing. Outside temperatures

were hitting 38° C. Inside the

conference room of the Town

Hall, an audience carefully
listened to the presentation of the
Planning Group (PG). It was the
result of six months of intensive
work by PG members Toni,
Gundolf, Peter Anderschitz, Lata,
Prashant, and Suhasini, with feed-
back from Helmut, Gilles and
Sheril.

Many people had come, repre-
senting widely diverging view-
points: members of Auroville’s
Future, the Dreamcatchers [see
Auroville Today April 2006] the
Green Group and individuals with
an interest in developing the city.
‘Who is responsible for the future
of Auroville?” was the question
printed on the back of a mirror
handed out during a
Dreamcatchers’ exhibition some
weeks ago. Below that, the answer
was given: ‘Please turn over’. The
large attendance testified to the

_ interest of the common Aurovilian

in their future city.

The PG’s presentation was
marked by its sober focus on
ground realities in conjunction with
the ideals of the Galaxy plan. “We
don’t want to sacrifice one for the
other,” explained Suhasini, one of
the PG’s presenters. “We only pro-
pose, based on the existing develop-
ment and the socio-economic and
environmental realities, to make
some adjustments in the Master
Plan.”

The bioregional
development

The presentation went from
identifying developments in the
bioregion that will affect Auroville
in the near future, to the planning
issues of  Auroville itself.
Regarding the bioregion, the PG
said that within the next 10 years
there will be sweeping develop-
ments. New railway lines are being
planned, one of which will cross
Auroville with possibly a railway
station at Gorimedu and at the
Pondicherry University in Kalapet.
The 1,074 km long Buckingham
Channel, a waterway for goods
transport which runs from Kakinada

l, in Andhra Pradesh to Marakkanam

north of Pondicherry, may be
extended to OQusteri Lake. The
Pondicherry airport runway will
soon be lengthened. And we can
expect an increasing suburban and

Pondicherry, Koot Road and along
the East Coast Road. Where is
Auroville in all this? An islartd
under siege. “The action we pro-
pose,” said Suhasini, “is that
Auroville requests participation or
representation in inter-state and
local planning bodies, and that,
together with the villages of this
area, we create joint development
programmes.”

As a case in point the PG
showed the road development in the
area. Auroville is located between
two major roads, the East Coast
Road along the coast and the
National Highway from
Tindivanam to Pondicherry. These
roads are interconnected by two
link roads, one north and one south
of Auroville city area. But as every
Aurovilian experiences daily, the
road through Auroville itself is also
being used as a link road. This
usage, warned the PG, will increase
now that a few months ago a new
road has been built which links the
village of Edayanchavadi to
Kootroad. That road was the result
of a spontaneous village initiative
in which Auroville had no say. “We
can only have a say if we become
part of local development bodies,
together with the villages around
us, and so become a regional force
to reckon with™ said Suhasini. Such
a local body could represent the
area effectively. It could also deal
with other joint concerns such as
the availability and extraction of
ground water. For Auroville is situ-
ated on top of the watershed of sev-
eral local villages, and joint water-
management plans will be required
— Auroville cannot plan its water
extraction and usage in isolation.

Challenges for the
Auroville area

Superimposing Auroville’s
Master Plan on the existing situa-

tion, the PG noted some problems

and suggested solutions.

One major challenge is to find
solutions for the connected villages
of Kottakarai and Bharatipuram.
Kottakarai is situated in the
Industrial Zone .and in the
Greenbelt; Bharatipuram is located
in both the Industrial and
International Zone and in the park
between these zones. Since the
International Zone, by its very
function, will attract visitors from
outside, it can be expected that the
residents of these villages will seek
to benefit from the visitors and start
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Auroville is located between two major roads: the East Coast Road along the coast, and the National
Highway 45 from Tindivanam to Pondicherry. New railway lines are being planned, as well as an extension of
the airport and an extension of the Buckingham Channel.

Kuilapalayam and Edayanchavdi.

A second major challenge is the
1.2 kilometre long Line of Force, a
future high-density, high impact
building planned over the Aurodam
canyon. Here the PG pointed to two
problems. The first is that Aurodam
is a major watershed area which not
only benefits Auroville but also
several villages ‘downstream’.
Two-thirds of the water that feeds
the Irumbai lake and surrounding
areas comes from the Aurodam
canyon. Auroville needs to exert
extreme caution in managing this
shared watershed.

The second is the vicinity of the
village of Edayanchavady. “If high
density comes into contact with
lower economic levels, slum devel-
opment is the natural result. This
can be seen in many cities in India.
Auroville cannot allow a rich ‘spir-
itual’ society to develop alongside
an impoverished typical Indian
slum area,” stated Suhasini.

Lastly, the PG mentioned that
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the existing panchayat roads, which
border about 1/3rd of the city area,
have not been taken into account by
the makers of the Master Plan. “Is it
realistic that Auroville duplicate
roads to control the users or should
we simply adapt the Master Plan
taking into account existing roads?”
asked the PG.

Possible solutions for the
zones

The PG proposed some interest-
ing solutions.

One was to expand the
Industrial Zone so as to fully
include the villages of Kottakarai
and Bharatipuram. This would
result in a mixed land use of the
Industrial Zone, with interspersed
industrial and residential areas. The
Industrial Zone would thus also
contribute to a healthy development
and a controlled growth of the vil-
lages. Instead of looking at the vil-
lages as an impediment, they would
be integrated in Auroville’s devel-

opment.

A second proposal was to
include the parks north and south of
the International Zone within that

Zone and expand- the—Zone—to—_

include the Aurodam area. This
proposal would solve the problems
connected with the Line of Force,
as the International Zone is planned
as a low-rise, low impact zone. The
parks, instead of being only buffers
that separate one zone from the
other, could be used as green spaces
connected to the national pavilions.
But what about the Residential
Zone? The proposals from the PG
would diminish its size. “We
believe that by reworking the densi-
ty patterns of the residential zone
and by moving part of the popula-
tion to the residential areas of the
Industrial Zone, the target popula-
tion of 50,000 people can
achieved,” said Suhasini.

Future road patterns
Regarding the outer ring road,
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Possible solutions for the four zone. Left: The four zones as present in the Master Plan. Right: The modifed zone locations as per the proposals of the Planning Group.
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the PG proposed to make use of the
panchayat road as the outer ring
road wherever it exists. If possible,
this road could be moved south-
wards below the Botanical Garden
to prevent it separating the city
from the green belt. The nature and
routing of the outer ring road on the
other side of the city requires fur-
ther study.

Inside the city, the PG proposed
that radial roads, the links between
the Crown and the outer ring road,
should only be created when
required according to density and
land usage patterns, and not be
fixed at 12 as specified in the
Master Plan.

Regarding access to the city, the
PG suggested that the planned
access roads be restudied. “We do
not see how Auroville can convince

later.

a few cycle and pedestrian tracks
should be built from within the
city to the beach, as well as
around the Matrimandir.

“What we are offering are
impressions at this moment,”
concluded Suhasini on behalf of
the team. “Much has to be stud-
ied, but before starting any fur-
ther work, we need to know if
these ideas are acceptable. To
whom can we propose changes
and amendments to the Master
Plan, and who is the final author-
ity?” The questions kept hanging
in the air while Luigi from
Auroville’s Future announced
that he would make a presenta-
tion on the same topic one week
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Carel

the authorities to cancel the existing
panchayat'road, so we might as well
make optimum use of it,” stated
Suhasini. The PG also proposed
that the routing of the future rail-
way line north of Pondicherry air-
port be closely studied, for a road is
planned to run next to it which may
offer access to  Auroville’s
International and  Residential

Right: The traffic situation in
and around Auroville. The
road from P.Mudialarchavadi
to Kuilapalayam to Edayan-
chavadi will soon be extend-
ed to Koot Road, creating
another bypass from the East
Coast Road to NH 45 (the
alternative road to Chennai).
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Zones. Lastly, the PG observed that

On Saturday May 6th, Auroville's Future presenfed its perspectives on the development of the city. It was followed by a frank discussion.

——t

Future main
town han

Auroville doesn’t follow what it
preaches. For example, we say we
want ‘green buildings,” but we use a
design language and building patterns
which do not support that objective.
The major issue, it appeared, is
another Auroville embarrassment: the
inability to work together. Though all
profess to want the Galaxy, opinions
about how to build it differ deeply.
Some consider that the Master Plan,
the first version of which was seen and
approved by The Mother, is sacro-
sanct; that any major change is basi-
cally unacceptable, and that the only
thing to be done is to get organised for
its implementation. Others consider
the Master Plan an interpretation of
Mother’s indications and believe that
changes can and must be made. The

problem was summed up as follows: Is
it a question of a divine mandate ver-
sus logical questioning? If that is so,
than there is little common platform of
discussion and then all suggestions to
work together are basically futile.

The difficulties come to the front
in the Auroville Planning and
Development Council, a working

Part of the Administrative Zone. The Habitat area is behind the Town Hall buildings

he presentation of Auroville’s

Future highlighted aspects of the

Master Plan and its plans for the

immediate future. A main focus is

the Habitat area behind the town
hall complex. Nearby the recently completed
Mira youth hostel, a residential accommoda-
tion for 1,500 people is envisaged. Funding
proposals have been submitted; one donor has
already agreed to freeze the Citadines project,
originally planned nearby the Creativity com-
munity, and instead donate the funds for
building residences in this area. There will be
collective services and utilities such as laun-
dry, a small Pour Tous stall and perhaps a
restaurant and sports facilities.

solutions. They pointed out that a recent
report of the Government of Tamil Nadu
showed that the relocation of villages in the
wake of the tsunami had failed. If this hasn’t
worked, why should a model village proposed
by Auroville be a success?
Moreover, not all those
living in these villages
are employees of
Auroville. Many are eco-
nomically independent
self-employed entrepre-
neurs who might not be
motivated to move.

The discussion than
shifted to the content of

group created by the community about

three years ago with a rather extensive
mandate. Though Auroville’s Future is repre-
sented in this body, the two have not managed
to work well together. Instead, a culture of
mistrust has come into existence, which has
paralysed possible cooperation. The APDC,

for example, was not consulted in determining
the location of the new office of the Auroville
Foundation, for which Dr. Karan Singh, the
Chairman of the Governing Board, laid the
foundation stone on March 30th. Neither was
the APDC informed of Auroville’s Future’s
plans for the Habitat centre and the extent of
its fundraising efforts, until this presentation.
Auroville’s Future, from its side, is mistrust-
ful of the work of the Planning Group, a sub-
group of the APDC. Even though half of the
Group’s members are members of Auroville’s
Future, one of the executives explained that
they do not, in fact, represent Auroville’s
Future.

Where do we go from here? It became the
main topic of discussion. The divisive ways of
functioning are frustrating to all. Is it possible
to merge different viewpoints, would it be
possible to come to one organisation? Can
people sit together to discuss planning issues,
looking at cost-benefit ratios and effects of
proposed developments and so come to agree-
ments? Is it possible that together priority
areas of development are identified and that
major funding proposals are coordinated
instead of sent out by one working group?

As one person said: “Unless we are open
to debate, mistrust will simmer and fester, to
the detriment of all and of Auroville as a
whole. We must find a common direction.”
With this objective, a group of people holding
opposing views have agreed to sit together to
evaluate the modalities for working together.

Carel

n May 3rd Steve
Senesac gave his tes-
timony in the murder

both of them. The police filed a
case of attempted murder. During  the
the investigation, Sydo identified

dignitaries. The Consul-General for
Netherlands, Mr. Hans
Ramaker, had flown in from

Auroville’s Future also presented its solu-
tions for the villages of Bharatipuram and
Kottakarai in the Industrial and International
Zones. One is to build an ideal model village
for 2000 people on a plot of Auroville land in
the Greenbelt, north of Kottakarai. A second
solution would be that Auroville purchase
plots of land in the Kootroad area, and offers
these as replacement. A third option is to
complete Sangamam, a model village nearby
Utility, the first part of which was built some
years ago, and motivate people to move there.

Quite a few members of the audience
expressed doubts about the feasibility of such

the presentation, as it
showed how little
progress has been made
to build the city. This,
embarrassingly, has also
often been noted by gov-
ernment and non-gov-
ernment officials who
observe that Auroville
continues to make the
same type of presenta-
tions throughout the
years. Another of their
criticisms is that

case of Sydo van Loo
through video confer-
encing from the USA. It was the
first time in Tamil Nadu that a wit-
ness was allowed to give his testi-
mony in this way. The judge, the
public prosecutor and the counsel
for the defence questioned Steve
through the electronic medium.
Sydo, a Dutch national, and
Steve were staying in Udumbu in
Auroville. On August 19, 2003,
some persons made a robbery
attempt at Udumbu and injured

the assailants. They were later
released on bail. On January 31,
2004, Sydo was murdered. Later
that year Steve left for the U.S.A.

Steve, who now lives in
California, had asked to be allowed
to testify through video conferenc-
ing as he feared for his life if he
came to India. Judge K. Thayalan at
the Tindivanam Fast Track Court-II
upheld this contention and allowed
video conferencing at the cost of
the witness.

The hearing drew quite a few

Mumbai. The American Consulate
in Chennai was represented by Ms.
Ruth Lincoln. The Tamil Nadu
police  were represented by
Additional Director-General Shri
Balachandran, Inspector-General
Shri  Sekar and  Additional
Superintendent Shri
Ramachandran. The event was
widely covered on television and in
the printed media.

The judge adjourned the case to
May 22 for the examination of
other witnesses.
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Each nation with a clearly defined culture, said The Mother, should have a pavilion in the International Zone to express what it has contributed to the
global evolution of consciousness.

* profession from
Kazakhstan, explains the
new concept plan. “Ever
.since I joined Auroville in
2002, I was fascinated by
the International Zone and
the CIRHU concept,” he
says. As a member of the
International Zone Group,
he is now actively work-
ing for the Zone’s mani-
festation.

“The basic geometri-
cal forms are indicative
guidelines for architects
to work with,” says
Ruslan. “They are being
further developed. Roger
is working now on
Europe.” Is it a disadvan-
tage that the outer shapes
of the buildings will not
indicate a particular archi-
tecture of a country? “I
don’t believe so,” says

Ruslan. “Take the
Pavilion of India, for
example. The Mother

selected the one design
which is not reminiscent
of any Indian architecture.
Yet it is a beautiful build-
ing. Similarly, the indi-
vidual pavilions can be
beautiful modern build-
ings, particularly if there
is an architectural harmo-
ny between them. This is
not to say that exceptions
cannot be made — that is to
be seen. The Pavilion of

International Zone
A India K Little hill
B Africa L Matrimandir Reception
C Europe M Line of Force
D Asia N Crown Road
E Americas O Maheshwari Park
F Oceania P Mahasaraswathi Park
G Middle East Q Educational Park
H Visitors’ Centre R Vehicle Parking
I Int. student dormitory S Savitri Bhavan
JCIRHU T Unity Pavilion

Tibetan  Culture, for
example, was built using a
mandala form.
‘At present there are
" almost 200 nations in the
world. Will there be suffi-
cient space for each to
build a pavilion? “We do
not assume that each
country would be interest-
ed,” says Ruslan, “and
there are also quite a few
countries who would not

n architectural con-

cept plan for the
International Zone of
Auroville, designed
by Roger Anger, was
recently approved in principle by
the International Zone Group. The

- plan shows a grouping of countries

by continent. One of the main dif-
ferences from an earlier concept
designed by Helmut is that the area
on the east side of the Crown Road
towards the Matrimandir Lake is
now also envisaged to house
national pavilions.

The grouping of countries by
continent, logical as it may sound,
was not unchallenged. Earlier, peo-
ple such as Dr. Ananda Reddy had
recommended a free grouping of
‘nations on the basis Sri
Aurobindo’s writings in The Ideal
of Human Unity. In a talk given to
an Auroville International meeting
in 2002, reported in Auroville
Today of November 2002, he
explained that distant nations like
England and Australia might
choose to build together, while
nations that are neighbours, like
Finland and Russia, might choose
to stand apart. Sri Aurobindo
described the dangers in the form
of continental clashes that might
continental grouping
became a reality. But in the
Postscript Chapter of this book,
written after the Second World
War, Sri Aurobindo shows that this
dangerous possibility has been
removed by certain historical
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developments. Consequently, the
grouping by continents has been
maintained.

In the new concept plan the
centre is taken by the Pavilion of
India. The Asian pavilions will be

. located in the North of the Zone,

while the European pavilions will
form a half circle to the West. The

. African and Middle Eastern pavil-

ions are south. The pavilions of the
Americas and Oceania are located
east of the Crown Road in the area
towards the Matrimandir Lake,
with as neighbour the Centre for
International Research in Human
Unity (CIRHU), the future
Auroville University. Buildings
with shared facilities will be locat-
ed along the Crown Road and also
in each continental area.

The Zone is separated from the
Industrial Zone in the north by the
Mahasaraswathi Park and from the
Residential Zone in the south by
the Maheswari Park. The huge Line
of Force building south of the
Maheswari Park, with a road going
through its centre, is part of the
Residential Zone.

In accordance with Helmut’s
earlier plan, a US student dorm, the
first phase of the USA pavilion,
was built in the area now designat-
ed for the European pavilions.

Presently, there is a dialogue
between. Auroville’s Future,
Auroville International USA and
the International Zone Group and
an initial agreement to rename the
US student dormitory as an interna-

tional student dormitory. This
aspect of the new plan is not yet
finalized.

Apart from making the concept
plan, Roger has also laid down the
maximum and minimum sizes of
the pavilions (not larger than 700
and not smaller than 200 sq.
metres) as well as the basic archi-

- be interested to create
separate pavilions as their cultures
are so closely linked. The proposal
was made that the five
Scandinavian countries Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, Finland and
Iceland, for example, could have
one pavilion. My own country
Kazakhstan might do something
together with its neighbours in

capable of manifesting.

All countries are equal and essentially one; every
one of them represents an aspect of the One
Supreme. In the terrestrial manifestation they have
all the same right to a free expression of them-
selves. From the spiritual point of view, the impor-
tance of a country does not depend on its size or its
power or its authority among other countries, but
on its response to Truth and the degree of Truth itis

The Mother
tectural parameters for the various  Central Asia - Kyrgyzstan,
continents. In order to achieve Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and

architectural harmony among the
buildings of each continent, a basic
geometrical form has been chosen
for each continent. For Europe it is
a square, for Africa a circle, for
Asia a triangle, for the Americas a
hexagon and for Oceania a mixture
of a hexagon and a triangle. A com-
mon landscaping for the entire zone
is envisaged, with variations spe-
cific to each continent around each
pavilion.

Ruslan, a medical doctor by

Tajikistan — as our relations have
always been very close. But this
still needs to be understood.
Kazakhstan has also strong ties
with Russia.”

Asked for the urgency for mak-
ing a new concept, Ruslan replies
that both the Russian and Italian
pavilion groups are making designs
and are ready to start building their
pavilions. “The Germans, French
and Scandinavian groups are very
interested, and also the Canadians

are coming to the front. They have
proposed that their Inuksuk, a stone
monument in the shape of a man
which the Inuit people from the
north erect to mark a particular
place, will be placed at the entrance
of the American continents.”

All this, however, does not
mean that each group has already
gained the profound understanding
of what their country has con-
tributed to the global evolution of
humanity. “This is a major shift in
our approach,” says Ruslan.
“Qriginally we believed that a
pavilion group should have defined
its ideas on the soul of each country
and what each pavilion will repre-
sent before starting to build a pavil-
ion. But we are no longer stuck
with this idea. We accept that the
inner sense of each pavilion, what
it ultimately will express about a
country, can be worked out once
the pavilion has been built, or dur-
ing the building process. The con-
tents of each pavilion will depend
on each nation; there is no clearly
defined recipe one-and-for-all. It
may be an exposition of a living
culture or of the traditions, it may
be a study centre, there may be a
library, exhibitions, etc. What is
important is to express what the
nation has contributed to the evolu-
tion of human consciousness. This
implies that aspects which could be
shown are not necessarily those for
which a nation is famous, but
which are very close to its Soul.
Ideally, as Roger Anger once told .
me, there should also be a place in
each pavilion dedicated to the Soul
of the nation, just like the
Matrimandir is the Soul of
Auroville. A lot of research will be
required.”

It is clear that the International
Zone will not become a kind of
World Expo. “There is absolutely
no intention to make the Zone a
tourist attraction,” says Ruslan
forcefully. “Exhibition spaces and
shops will be located on the Crown
Road and along the Radial road that
goes from the Visitor’s Centre.
These spaces are accessible for
anyone, including casual visitors
and tourists. The Zone itself is only
intended for people who are inter-
ested to study the customs and cul-
tures of a nation and experience the
deeper realities behind those outer
expressions. There will be pedestri-
an and cycle paths and small roads
for services and for electric cars for
physically challenged visitors.

“The approval of this concept
plan is a major step,” says Ruslan.
“It opens the doors to further plan-
ning and development.” The imme-
diate needs are to acquire the
remaining lands, find a solution for
the ecologically-sensitive areas
within the Zone, find a solution for
the village of the Bharatipuram
which is partly located in the Zone,
and develop the common basic
infrastructure. Ruslan hopes that
increasingly Aurovilians, members
of Auroville International and oth-
ers will come forward and join in
the building of the Zone.

Carel

The International Zone Group has
made an anthology of the writings
from The Mother and Sri
Aurobindo on culture, nationhood,
human unity, evolution, and the
International Zone. A brochure will
soon be published. Email interna-
tional_zone@auroville.org.in  for
more information.




























