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t’s a depressing sight: a plot of land along

the road between Pitchandikulam bridge

and Edaiyanchavadi has been denuded and

fenced. Fronted with an imposing gate,

Auro Park — the name mischievously sug-
gests affinity with Auroville — is to become a
housing estate. Once again, developers wishing
to cash in on the lush forests and the presence of
Auroville are trying to create a housing plot in the
Auroville Master Plan area.

The situation is serious — so serious that the
Secretary of the Auroville Foundation, Mr. N.
Bala Baskar, invited the Residents’ Assembly
Service to announce a silent gathering to invoke
Mother’s Grace for the protection of all the lands
required for Auroville. The call, though issued
late, was successful and on Sunday, August 25th,
over a hundred Aurovilians joined their quiet
aspirations under the Matrimandir Banyan Tree.

“We are taking action,” says Sauro, a mem-
ber of the Town Development Council (TDC).
“The development is in contravention of the
Auroville Master Plan, which was published in
the Gazette of India in 2010. We have issued a
warning notice to the developers and are
appealing to the Tamil Nadu authorities for
help. We will also take every possible legal
action to stop it.”

It is not the first time that Auroville is asking
the authorities of Tamil Nadu to protect it from
unwanted developments. A few years ago, a sim-
ilar development near Dana community was suc-
cessfully halted by the Town and Country
Planning Office of the Government of Tamil
Nadu, also at the request of the TDC. “The estate
developers will continue trying to cash in on the
popularity of Auroville, probably hoping that
their buyers would eventually be allowed to
become members of the Auroville community,”
says Eric, a member of the Working Committee
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Estate developers target the Master Plan Area

Auro Park - which has nothing to do with Auroville - is a new housing plot development in the Master Plan area

(WC). “But we’ll fight it. The Master Plan has to
be respected.”

Eric is also a member of the Land
Coordination Committee, the working group that
is responsible for the purchase of land for
Auroville to consolidate the City and Green Belt
areas. “Three members of the group, Dhanapal,
Jacques and Paul Blanchflower, are our field
executives,” says Eric. “They interact with the
land owners, and present proposals for purchase
or land exchange to the entire team, which also
includes Kali, another WC member.”

Fighting an uphill battle

“It’s not easy,” says Jacques. “We are fight-
ing a difficult battle. First of all, we have little
funds. Recently, we got an 80 lakhs [approxi-
mately US $ 130,000] loan from the Auroville
Unity Fund with which we can purchase only two
acres, very essential for land consolidation. It
would be easier if Auroville could sell its outly-
ing lands, lands which are far away from the
Master Plan area. But for that, Auroville requires
permission from no less than the Cabinet of India
[the Union Council of Ministers of India, eds.],
the collective decision-making body of the
Government of India which consists of the Prime
Minister and 32 Cabinet Ministers! This is a
tremendous barrier to quick decision making!™

“We were happy that the Advisory Council
of the TDC, which met this July in Auroville,
also realizes this,” adds Sauro. “They have now
officially recommended to the Governing Board
that it requests the Cabinet for permission to sell
part of the outlying lands without the need to
refer back to it, so that lands in the Master Plan
Area can be bought and the development of
Auroville can proceed as required by the
Auroville Foundation Act. This should be possi-
ble as those lands have not been bought with

Government funds and were purchased before
the Foundation came into existence. In fact, all
Auroville lands have been bought with private
donations.”

Land exchange

In the absence of the possibility of sale, and
lacking sufficient funds to purchase land, the
alternative is land exchange. “The community is
rather divided about this,” says Dhanapal. “In
2008, the Residents’ Assembly approved that a
number of specific plots would be exchanged for
land within the city and Greenbelt area, and we
are proceeding along these lines. The community
did not yet take a decision on the exchange of any
other lands. We expect that this issue will feature
prominently in the coming months.”

He mentions the successful exchange of a
major part of the former Auroannam land, situat-
ed near Highway 66. “We divided this large area
into eleven plots, and have exchanged four of
them with lands in the City and Greenbelt areas;
four more exchanges are in the process of being
finalised. We are taking great care that the new
owners come from all the villages around
Auroville so that we will not be accused of giving
preferential treatment,” he says. “On one piece,
an Aurovilian is still living. The exchange of that
piece will happen only when the Aurovilian
agrees to move out.”

In another location, exchange has met with
opposition. The owners of some very large plots
of land in the Greenbelt are willing to consider
exchanging them against the land and houses of
two outlying Auroville communities. But
understandably, the residents of these communi-
ties are not happy with the proposed exchange.
“The Funds and Assets Management Committee
has agreed to offer generous rehabilitation to
these residents,” says Sauro. “This includes mak-

ing a plot of land available to them where they
can live in the way they are living now.” The
issue is still being discussed.

“We also meet objections to proposals to
exchange unutilized land,” says Dhanapal. “For
example, some Kuilapalayam villagers proposed
exchanging Djaima Farm (five acres) against
their land in the City area. We can exchange it
against 15 acres of land in the city! Yet, the Farm
Group, who are the official stewards of this land,
object — even though the land is not being
farmed and the current caretaker agrees to move
closer to city.”

Land exchange, he explains, is the only
option to acquire the lands in the City area. “The
owners of these lands are not interested in
money; they want land, preferably land that has a
high economic value such as that along the new
Pondicherry-Tindivanam bypass road. We are in
negotiation with a family that owns a number of
plots within the city area. The discussion is about
the value of the land. According to our calcula-
tions, the value of an acre of land they hold is
about 1/3rd the value of a piece of land Auroville
owns alongside that road. They have a different
view. But we are hopeful that these negotiations
will end positively for both parties, particularly
as a member of the owner’s family is an
Aurovilian.” Does Auroville have sufficient
lands to offer for exchange? “No,” says Jacques.
“Most of the outlying lands are of no interest to
the land owners, or have people living on them.
We may have to purchase outlying lands for that
purpose.”

- “For the other lands in the city area we have
to find creative solutions,” says Sauro. “We are
seeing if we could enter into a kind of ‘lease’
agreement with the owners whereby Auroville
would pay them a yearly sum, on the condition
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that the owners will use the land only for agricul-
tural purposes and sell the lands to Auroville in the
future. If the lands are needed for an Auroville
development, such as making a road or laying
infrastructure, the agreement should allow
Auroville to do so. Another option would be to
offer them intangible benefits, such as health ser-
vices or helping with the costs of the education of
their children in some way. Ultimately, we have
the option of requesting the Tamil Nadu
Government to initiate land acquisition proceed-
ings — this would be possible as the Auroville
Foundation has been constituted by the
Government of India. But we would prefer not to
go that way.”

Fundraising

Is a fundraising campaign for land purchase
still a realistic option? “It’s becoming increasingly
difficult,” says Eric. “Land prices have risen enor-
mously. For example, the land along the road from
Pitchandikulam bridge to Edaiyanchavadi now
goes for up to Rs 1 crore [approximately US §
160,000] an acre! This is not an issue for a devel-
oper — he will simply include the costs of the land,
plus his profit, in the price of the housing plots.
But our purpose is to make Auroville a reality and
manifest its ideals. For us, these are enormous
amounts to fundraise. Auroville’s fundraising
work, which now succeeds in collecting donations
between Rs 70 lakhs to Rs 1 crore a year, will have
to intensify dramatically to make-up for this price
escalation.”

“Fundraising is very much a necessity for
acquiring smaller plots in the Greenbelt,” says
Jacques. “We get many offers for purchase or
exchange. Many people need money, for example
to pay for the increasing costs of education for
their children. But we often lack the funds. If the
Cabinet would agree that the Auroville Foundation
can sell outlying lands, this would dramatically
change the situation as many of Auroville’s far
outlying lands are extremely valuable. With the
proceeds from those sales, we could purchase a

MATRIMANDIR LAKE

major part of the Greenbelt. Here too, of course,
the residents of those lands should be offered gen-
erous rehabilitation.”

The Greenbelt

The Greenbelt, in fact, is in danger,” says
Dhanapal. “We hear of similar developments like
Auro Park that are being planned in the Greenbelt.
If those would succeed, the homogeneity of the
Greenbelt would be lost forever.”

“Many Aurovilians probably don’t realize that
we have already lost a sizeable section of the
Greenbelt,” says Jacques. “We can safely assume
that the entire stretch from Edaiyanchavadi to
Bharatipuram — Kottakarai and beyond will never
become the Greenbelt as was originally envisaged.
I believe this area is lost to us — it is for the villages
there to develop. We have to concentrate on
acquiring all the lands in the remaining area.”

“But for acquiring the major plots in the City
and Greenbelt areas, there are only two options:
getting a grant from the Government of India, or
going for the exchange of outlying lands,” adds
Dhanapal. “In the past, the Governing Board has
applied to the Government for grants for land pur-
chase. It was denied. This leaves only the option of
land exchange.”

“A community decision for such a step will be
required,” says Sauro. “Of course, if the residents
of those plots would agree to move out, the issue
becomes simpler. But if the residents object and no
agreement can be reached, a decision of the
Residents’ Assembly may become necessary.
Auroville must acquire these lands.”

Improving the relationship with the villages

Do the villagers who own the lands have good-
will for Auroville? “They do, but that
doesn’t prevent them from asking for the maxi-
mum,” says Jacques wryly. Dhanapal qualifies.
“It’s understandable that, just like the Tamil
Aurovilians whose families own land within the
City or Greenbelt areas, they too want the best pos-
sible deal,” he says. “A number of them are aware
of the benefits of dealing with Auroville and of the

dangers of dealing with land developers. They
know that Auroville pays up immediately, contrary
to the developers who sometimes withhold pay-
ment of the last instalment for years. They often are
afraid of the developers, who have the reputation of
being quite ruthless in their dealings.”

“But they also have serious problems with the
way Auroville deals with the lands it owns,” con-
tinues Dhanapal. “For example, many Auroville
lands are lying fallow for year after countless year.
This is unacceptable for people who are farmers!
We can grow a cash crop such as casuarina, which
will earn money. Moreover, when we buy land, we
have to appoint land stewards to guard the lands
and allow them to build temporary accommoda-
tion there. We cannot buy land and not have
guardians — that is an open invitation to encroach-
ment. [ understand that the TDC is afraid that tem-
porary constructions will become permanent ones
and may obstruct future developments. But a pres-
ence on the land is necessary.”

“We need to improve our relationships with
the villages,” says Sauro. “We want them to devel-
op on a par with Auroville, and that means that we
need to offer them all the help we can to make suit-
able development plans and help them acquire gov-
ernment support to realize those plans. Both the
Central and Tamil Nadu Governments offer finan-
cial support for village development, and Auroville
can help in securing that for these villages.”

A good relationship with the panchayats (vil-
lage governments) is also necessary to be able to
integrate the many government-owned (poram-
boke) lands that crisscross the Greenbelt and city
areas. “These lands are owned either by the

.Panchayats or by the Government of Tamil Nadu,
and we have to deal with this issue with sensitivity
and care,” says Dhanapal.”

Is Dhanapal optimistic? “We all are,” he says.
“We are convinced that we will be able to acquire
all the land and stop all the illegal developments.
But the understanding of the situation and the
goodwill and cooperation of the community is
essential.”

In conversation with Carel
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Auroville working groups
dealing with land matters

The Land Consolidation
Committee (LCC), which is consti-
tuted by the Governing Board and
whose members are appointed by the
Residents’ Assembly, deals with land
purchase and exchange. Where
required, it interacts with the Farm
and Forest groups. Before entering
into any land deal, the LCC checks
up on the history of land ownership
for the last 60 years. Decisions of the
LCC need to be ratified by the
FAMC and approved by the
Secretary before they are executed.

The Land and Resource
Management (LRM) team is consti-
tuted by the Residents’ Assembly.
This team is tasked with maintaining
Auroville land and its resources. It
has 6 members and a field team of
three.

The Land Resources Development
Task Force (LRD) is constituted by
the Funds and Assets Management
Committee (FAMC). It is working on
a Land Development Strategic Plan
for the outlying lands of Auroville.
[see the article “The Outlying Land
of Auroville” in Auroville Today #
279 of October 2012]

The Land Matters Task Force
(LMTF) has been constituted by the
FAMC and has representatives of all
groups working on land plus the
Working Committee, the TDC and
the FAMC. It aims at providing infor-
mation to the community for land
exchange, identifying the stewards for
the land acquired via exchange and
coordinating all the different groups

involved in this matter.

There are different views in the
community regarding the size,
depth, function, method of con-
struction and way of filling of the
lake that is to surround the
Matrimandir. As of today, no
agreement on any of these topics

t the request of the
Matrimandir Lake
Team, and supervised
by German expert Mr.
Goldenbaum from the

Core drillings in Matrimandir lake area completed

has been reached.

Over the years, Auroville
Today has reported on the many
discussions regarding the size of
the lake [see for example the arti-
cle “What is happening with the
Matrimandir Lake” in Auroville

 Today # 259 of January 2011] and
has highlighted two different pro-
posals on the function of the lake.

One is by the Matrimandir
Lake Team, a self-formed group of
Aurovilians who propose that a
large and deep lake is excavated
and the earth used to create a hill
with, on top, a second lake. The
water flowing between the two
lakes could then be used to gener-
ate electricity for Auroville for the
times when there would be no
external supply. The lake would be
filled using desalinated water,
while the electricity needed to
operate the desalination plant
could be ‘wheeled” from wind-
energy. [see the article “Towards a
sustainable and  uninterrupted
power supply” in Auroville Today
#271, February 2012).

Another proposal, made by
Auroville’s Centre for Scientific
Research, is that a terraced lake is
built which could be filled with
harvested rainwater. This lake
could also have a function in the
drinking water supply of Auroville.
[see the article “Harvesting rain-
water for Auroville's water needs”
in Auroville Today # 284, March
2013]

Here we present a report on the
research done by the Matrimandir
Lake Team into the geological
underground structure of the Lake

and hill area. /
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TUV Rheinland LGA Bautechnik
GmbH, Niiremberg, in June this year
the Indian company of Bhumi-Soil
conducted ten core drillings at a depth
of 15 metres each.

Eight drillings were done in the
future Matrimandir Lake area. They
are necessary to understand the geo-
logical formations underneath the
lake in order to determine its depth,
the possible sealants and the way the
earth is to be excavated. If, for exam-
ple, the drillings would show the
presence of a solid rock-like forma-
tion, this could be used as a bottom-
layer for the lake. The drillings would
also show the permeability of the soil,
so that the right type of sealant can be
selected. The solidity of the soil-
structure moreover determines the
way the lake can be excavated: verti-
cally, excavating meter by meter for-
ward through the entire lake depth; or
horizontally, layer by layer, removing
first the top soil and then each of the
next layers.

Two drillings were done in the
area where the excavated earth is pro-
posed to be used to build a hill with a
lake on top. These drillings are
required to understand if the soil con-
ditions allow for the creation of this
hill. They also provide an insight into
the composition of the soil in the area
behind the proposed hill site, where
an additional storage lake could be
built. The earth from this additional
lake could also be used to increase the
size of the hill.

The excavation of the lake areas
has to be coordinated with the con-
struction of the hill. It would be ideal
if the excavated soil could straight-
away be used to construct the hill and
would not need to be deposited in a

ical underground map of the
lake area is ready and other tests
have been made, such as bio-
logical tests of water quality at
different depths.

The preliminary test results
also bode well for the construc-
tion of the hill. There are no
geological concerns against a
construction of the hill in the
proposed location, and the soil
of the Matrimandir lake and of
the future storage lake areas is
very suitable for constructing
the hill.

Next steps

Work is now ongoing to
prepare the final test report,
after which the specialists of the
LGA will write a preliminary
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
for the project of the excavation
of the two lakes and the creation

Drillers at work in the Matrimandir lake area

temporary storage area. However, the
top layers of the lake areas might not
be suitable to become the bottom lay-
ers of the hill. A coordinated plan
about how to construct the hill with
the soil from the lake site and the
additional lake has to be developed;
accordingly, an excavation plan for
both lakes has to be designed. The
plan will include the slope of the hill,
the method of compacting the soil
when constructing the hill, the thick-
ness of the layers to be deposited and
compacted, and what reinforcements
would be necessary.

Preliminary findings

While the outcome of the soil tests
is still awaited, the preliminary find-
ings show that the geological structure
of the entire area — the future
Matrimandir Lake, the hill area and
the storage-lake area — is very similar.
This was unexpected as geological

maps obtained from Water Harvest
some 13 years back indicated a change
in the geological structure along a line
from the northeast to the southwest,
running through the middle of the
Matrimandir oval and the future lake.
This information has now been shown
to be incorrect. The under strata of all
locations is very strong and consists of
a compact and solid clay stone or sand
stone. (Laboratory tests are being done
to get the correct name which, accord-
ing to Indian standards, is determined
by the grain size of the soil.)

For the Matrimandir Lake this
means that there is no soil formation
which would imperatively determine
a certain depth, like a solid rock for-
mation or others. Also, shifts in the
under strata are not expected to hap-
pen and cracks in the sealants due to
geological reasons are unlikely to
occur. But a decision on the lake’s
depth will have to wait till the geolog-

of the hill. This is proposed to

happen in collaboration with a
firm specialised in constructing hills
and lakes, also situated in Niiremberg,
Germany. The preliminary DPR may
be expected by March 2014.

In the meantime, the Matrimandir
Lake Team will carry out other tests
which are not dependent on the geo-
logical survey, such as determining
the rate of evaporation, the water
quality at different depths of the lake,
and the type of sealant to be used. In
the next few months five sealants will
be tested, one in the test-pond which
was constructed in 2000 and four in
four new test ponds of 10 x 10 metres
that are still to be dug.

The final DPR and the detailed
plans for the excavation of the lakes
and the construction of the hill can
only be written when the community
and the TDC have agreed on all para-
meters, after which the work can start.

Based on a report of the
Matrimandir Lake Team
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Auroville International meets in Spain

The 31st Auroville International meeting was held in Tortosa, Spain from May 21-26 and was attended by representatives
from Auroville International Brazil, France, Germany, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, USA, UK and by a number of Aurovilians

he focus on this year’s

meeting of Auroville

International (AVI) was on

how to integrate more

“youth  energy” into
Auroville and also into AVI. For that
reason it had invited ex-volunteers and
young Aurovilians who are presently
living in Europe. A major part of the
meeting then focused on the challenges
of young people who wish to volunteer
in Auroville. Accommodation is the
number one problem. The facilities
offered by the Mitra Youth Hostel are
limited as there is no kitchen where the
young can cook for themselves.
Moreover, the inhabitants of neigh-
bouring Citadines complain about
noise. The Fraternity Youth Camp can
only offer a few rooms, which is also
the case in Kailash, Aspiration, WDK,
and the Youth Center. Youth facilities
in Gokulam should be developed.
SAVI, the group in Auroville which
deals with the placement of volunteers,
has started to try and convince guest-
houses to save one or two rooms for
volunteers, but this attempt has not
been fully successful, especially in the
high season. The overall expense of
between €200 — €500 a month is a
barrier for many young people.

Michael, who came to Auroville in 2010 and
worked with SAVI, gave a presentation on volun-
teerism. “In Auroville there were 2,500 volunteers
in 2012, an average of 300 per month, with a
growth of 30% per year. The biggest group is
French, then German and US-American. There
are 300 work places and 15 lodgings for volun-
teers. Ideally, the volunteers should be given food
and lodging against reliably working a certain
amount of hours but only a few workplaces can
offer this.” Michael also mentioned the positive
benefits of volunteering. “In several conferences
on volunteerism I have told the story of volunteers
in Auroville, for instance of skilled people who
were asked to work with village woman or in vil-
lage projects. After a first attitude of rejection and
feeling ‘overqualified’ they realized their arro-
gance and the kind of brainwashing they get at
university. They got a feeling of self-fulfilment
and happiness to do something really worth-
while.” According to Michael, volunteerism is
one step in the present worldwide quest to find a
new concept of economy. Moreover, studies have
shown that volunteers develop new professional
and social skills, and better mental and physical
health.

The participants observed that it would be
good to create a place in Auroville for volunteers
to meet on a regular basis and that volunteers
should be carefully introduced to the spiritual

message of Auroville. “SAVT has done some exit
interviews and found out that only few volunteers
knew about this background,” said Michael.

The Centres discussed what role AVI could
play. AVI France has been approached to help get
the beach settlement Gokulam ready for volun-
teers. It was also proposed that AVI centers help
raise funds for youth accommodation. AVI
Centres were also stimulated to promote youth
from their country studying or volunteering in
Auroville by finding out about the existence of
government-sponsored programs in their country,
like the German “Weltwirts” programme or uni-
versity programmes like the American “Living
Routes™. Lastly, AVI centres could play a role in
helping volunteers to stay in contact with
Auroville. AVI Germany mentioned that the
‘reverse cultural shock” on returning home some-
times can be quite heavy. AVI centers should try
to offer something concrete for them to get
involved with, like with fundraising efforts or with
presentations in universities. Regular informal
Auroville round table meetings also proved tobe a
good step for the German volunteers.

International Zone

A second point of discussion was how the
International Zone could be made to progress.
Progress in the planning of the pavilions is lacking
and it seems that the role of the national pavilions
is still not clear to many Aurovilians. Here also,

Alfonso from AVI Spain introduces Dr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza, former Secretary General
of UNESCO and former member of the Auroville International Advisory Council

AVI Centres would be willing to help in whatever
way possible. AVI Germany has funded a solar
lamp close to Tibetan Pavilion/International
House/Inuksuk and AVI UK has funds available
which could be used for greenwork in the zone.
On the bright side, fundraising has started for the
Africa house, for which the building plans,
designed by architect Satprem, are ready and have
been accepted by Auroville’s Town Development
Council (TDC). AVI will write a letter to the TDC
to pressurize for temporary housing and tempo-
rary use of land in the Zone, and also mention the
problem of youth accommodation.

Speakers

Three distinguished speakers addressed the
AVI meeting. Dr. Federico Mayor Zaragoza, for-
mer Secretary General of UNESCO and former
member of the Auroville International Advisory
Council (IAC) attended the meeting briefly. In his
short address he said that today, more than ever,
humanity needs a new vision and that he agrees
with people like former IAC member Doudou
Diéne that Auroville is one of the leading alterna-
tives where the future can be reinvented, a new
point of reference for all those who are looking for
anew beginning,

Dr. Vicente Merlo, Professor of Religious
Studies at the Barcelona University, who has lived
for two years in Pondicherry and has founded the
Spanish ‘Society of Indian and Oriental Studies’

as well as the ‘Transpersonal
Association of Spain’ gave a talk on the
global situation and the critical moment
that our planet presently experiences.
“In all ancient cultures there has been
knowledge about certain planetary
cycles, and it seems that all of them have
mentioned our present period as a major
transitional time for the earth.” A lively
discussion started; Vicente shortened
the talk on “Philosophy, Psychology and
Spirituality” he had prepared and guided
the attendants through a beautiful ‘inte-
gral meditation’.

The third person who addressed the
meeting by Skype conference was for-
mer IAC member Dr. Marc Luyckx
Ghisi. He took up the thread from
Federico Mayor, speaking about the cri-
sis humanity is facing. “The big trans-
formation is taking place inside people.
Activists today are different, they are all
working also inside, many of them prac-
tice meditation. Most understand that
love and not hate is the way, the idea of
brotherhood, of collective intelligence is
catching on. In future, we will probably
have a reduced lifestyle but a different
and higher quality of life.” Asked about
how we could go from small-scale
activism to bring about real political
change Marc answered that politicians and big
institutions will only change if and when the
majority demands it. Asked to comment on the
slow growth rates of Auroville, he replied that the
TAC has often called upon Auroville to solve its
problems of governance and lack of vision.
“Auroville is at the crossroads. Will it become the
place Mother wanted, of unending learning, of
constant innovation? The potential is there but the
click must come.” He called on AVI to exert its
influence on Auroville to make the necessary next
steps and expressed the hope that the young gener-
ation of Auroville also come to the front. “Young
people are different, think differently, they should
push for a transformation, occupy the seats in the
power groups. Create a YAP group — Youth and
Politics in Auroville.”

Conclusion

The feedback from the participants on this
AVI meeting was very positive. The youth men-
tioned in particular that they finally understood
and appreciated what AVI is all about and also
why these meetings are necessary. This was fol-
lowed by a discussion on the content of the next
AVI meeting, to be held in Auroville in February
2014, It was agreed that this meeting will be orga-
nized as a cultural festival, with the focus on the
International Zone to highlight the role of national
pavilions.

Based on a report by Friederike Miihlhans
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“...Butitis done...”

he title of this book, which
is a quote from the Mother,
reveals the theme of this
new commentary upon and
compilation from Mother’s
Agenda by Jyoti Madhok and Kireet
Joshi: the accomplishment of Sri
Aurobindo’s and the Mother’s Avataric
work and mission. This “real work,” the
authors conclude, “was to open the con-
sciousness of the cells by fixing the
supramental consciousness in the body
consciousness.” (p. 108)

In the last issue of Auroville Today,
we reviewed another compilation from
Mother’s Agenda titled The Mother’s
Yoga 1956-1973, which also focused on
the Mother’s work of physical transfor-
mation. Whereas that book was a pure
compilation, without commentary, and
more comprehensive — 886 pages in two
volumes — the relatively brief commen-
taries in this new book help lead the
reader through a selection of essential
extracts in only 123 pages, while high-
lighting Mother’s statements that the
main work was completed, and it is now
only a matter of time for its complete

working out and expression in the outer
nature. This is important because one
often hears the suggestion that the
Mother’s work of physical transforma-
tion could not be completed due to the
disciples’ unreadiness.

I liked both of these compilations
because they helped me extract the
essential message of Mother’s Agenda,
which at 13 volumes of conversations
covering a wide range of issues and
experiences, can be confusing and dis-
tracting. While the Agenda is packed full
of interesting and important material,
one often loses sight of the central
process of transformation. In both these
compilations, at their different levels of
conciseness, we can more easily follow
the main thread of transformation.

It may also be useful to contrast this
book with The Mind of the Cells, which
was Satprem’s compilation and com-
mentary on Mother’s transformation.
Satprem’s compilation has relatively
more commentary; in the present book
the authors’ comments are quite brief
and serve mainly to bridge the connec-
tions between the quoted passages. In

addition, Satprem’s commentaries con-
tinually put the extracts into a kind of
biological evolutionary perspective
focusing on the emergence of the next
species, and seem relatively more inter-
pretive in their nature. In the present
text, the comments appear more
straightforward, sometimes stating the
essential significance of the experience
in psychological or yogic terms, some-
times summarizing a period in the pro-
gression of Mother’s experiences.
Finally, there seems to be some differ-
ence in emphasis. I find in Satprem’s
selections a greater emphasis on the
inner battle, on the inner and outer resis-
tance to the transforming force, and on
the contradictions between the present
world of falsehood and the emerging
supramental world. In contrast, in this
compilation I find a greater emphasis on
how all the oppositions are an integral
part of the evolutionary process and
become acute as they are taken up and
transformed through this process. For
example, after mentioning some diffi-
culties in her physical functioning, the
Mother says, “And all this is what we
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may call the “transfer of power’: it is the
old power that withdraws. But then until
the body adapts to the new power, there
is a period which is, well, critical. As all
the cells are in a state of conscious aspi-
ration, it’s going relatively fast, but
still. .. the minutes are long.”

Other passages reveal how various
physical problems show her specific
obstacles which must be overcome. I
believe both compilations are very valu-

able and that they are complementary.
At the end of the book there is an
Appendix on the significance of
Auroville. Here are distinguished sever-
al different levels of'its significance. It is
not only a counterpoint to the destructive
tendencies in humanity that seemed to
be leading to a widespread war, and not
only a focal point for the transformation
of human difficulties, but also was to
become “the cradle of the superman.” In
Georges Van Vrekhem’s terms, this
would be translated as the “overman,”
the intermediate being between present
humanity and the supramental being.
The final quote of the book is perhaps
the most significant for Aurovilians:
.. the attempt will be to get those who
will live in Auroville to collaborate.”
Larry

“...But it is done...” is published by
Shubhra Ketu Foundation, and printed at
Auroville Press. Available at the Wild
Seagull bookshop at the Visitors® Centre
in English, French, and German. Price of
the English and German versions Rs.
190, of the French version Rs. 230.
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t the end of July, the Advisory Group of the Town and Development

Council (TDC) met in Auroville. The attending members were Dr. Doshi,

member of the Governing Board and chairman of the TDC; Mr. Aromar

Revi, Director of the Indian Institute of Human Settlements; Mr.

K.T.Ravindran, former head of the Department of Urban Design and
Planning in the School for Planning and Architecture, New Delhi; and Toine, an
Aurovilian.

On the morning of July 29th, the Advisory Group listened to four presentations which
can be called landmarks in the history of Auroville's town planning. For all studies took
the geophysical reality of Auroville as the baseline and stressed the primary need to
conserve and augment the present natural ecology of the land in the township rather
than attempting to impose an idea of what the city should look like. The studies inte-
grated and sought to harmonise geophysical, social, economic, aesthetic and architec-
tural aspects and stressed the need for implementation in the near future.

The presentations moved from the macro to the micro level of planning. Gilles Boulicot
began by giving an overview of how rainwater catchment could play a crucial role in
providing water security for the township; Suhasini Aiyer followed with a presentation
on the land use in the city; Bankim introduced factors like urban form, mobility and the
affordability of housing; while Luis Feduchi gave a detailed analysis of how develop-
ment could proceed in sectors one and two of the Residential Zone.

The Advisory Group was very appreciative of the presentations. As Aromar Revi put it,
“In these presentations | feel we are going in the right direction; we are beginning to
hear the landscape speak. | think the principle of working from the ecological services
is very central to what Auroville is about, and also that integrating the existing villages
in your development is a very critical principle.” He noted, however, that mobility will
be one of our biggest challenges over the next 10 years, and that we have to work
hard on evolving mobility networks in the city which do not favour the internal com-
bustion engine.

In this issue we present excerpts from the presentations of Suhasini and Bankim. The
presentation of Gilles has been covered in the article “Harvesting rainwater for
Auroville's water needs” which appeared in the March 2013 issue # 284 of Auroville

Today.
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“Auroville needs to wake up and
get on with the job"

Aromar Revi is the Director of the Indian Institute of
Human Settlements. For over 25 years he has studied
and lectured in major universities across the world in
public policy and governance, technology, sustainability
and human settlements.
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uroville is one of the very few exper-
iments in the world which is trying
to be a catalyst for radical social and
ecological change. Auroville needs
to succeed in this, not only for its
own survival but for the rest of the world: the world needs
Auroville much more than you can imagine. For example,
climate change is going to be a very critical factor in future
years. It is clear now that we will have at least a two degree
rise at the equator in the foreseeable future, which means
. much higher mean temperature rises than this on land and at
the poles. Under these conditions, and factoring in the
‘inevitable population rise, the major cities of the world will
not survive because their ecosystems will collapse. In other
words, the challenges that we face both developmentally
and environmentally across the world are huge, and we may
only have 20 — 30 years to reverse or mitigate present trends. So it is vitally important that a place
exists where people can come and see that another way of life is possible.

“I understand that Auroville has been in a period of rest after your tremendous efforts to
help the forest grow and to build Matrimandir: you’ve been able to do something that is
absolutely remarkable. But the city has not yet been built. And if it isn’t built, I have nothing to
show the rest of the world that another way is possible. So now you need to wake up and get on
with the job.

“But to accelerate the building of the city I think you need to do five things over the next
five years. Firstly, you have to open your doors to more people, especially young people, who
feel moved to join this experiment. If between now and 2018 you can get in 2000 more people
that would change things dramatically. You also need to engage with the 25,000 people who
live close by. The city cannot happen without them; you need their support and participation.
You cannot build a wall around yourselves, either physical or psychological, because India is
awake and is moving. If you don’t move soon, you may be crushed by maldevelopment.

“Secondly, you have to secure all the land in your core area because this is where the work
will be done. Thirdly, you need to solve two very central questions which are not only relevant
for the development of Auroville but also for the survival of the planet. This is the challenge to
reimagine and reorganize your economy, especially in regard to the role of money. You need
to solve this challenge in Auroville because if you do not you will not be able to optimise the
energy of those who are living here.

“The other question you need to resolve revolves around power. You need to build a new
frame of governance in Auroville because what you have now is dysfunctional and is making
this place dysfunctional in many different areas. You need to write a new constitution for your-
self. Mother, of course, would be in the preamble but the rest of it has to be constructed by you.
And framing a constitution means arriving at some kind of settlement between the various
interests which are in conflict at present. With goodwill and openness, this can be done.

“Finally, Auroville has to work harder upon implementation. I am very concerned that
Auroville seems to have caught the disease which is very common in India, and that is to talk a
lot and not do anything about it.

“I don’t want to downplay your achievements. When I came here in the 1980s I saw things
which made me think this place is a basket-case. Today, the situation is much better, so in some
sense the graph is ascending. But you can’t sleep for too much longer.”

From an interview by Alan
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Making a Land Use plan for

’s a three-stage work,” says Suhasini,
who, as member of the Auroville Design
Consultants team, is working on the
Land Use Plan for the Auroville City

ea, commissioned by the TDC. “Stage
1 involves the preliminary mapping of existing geo-
physical features like climate, contours, green areas, soil
typologies, hydrogeology and surface water manage-
ment; the preliminary mapping of existing land use of
Auroville settlements, village boundaries, regional net-
works and infrastructure; and the integration of all this
information with overlays to derive a draft of a ‘pro-
posed land use’.

Stage 2 will be a public consultation on proposed
land use and more detailed information mapping over-
lays. Stage 3 will be detailed land use maps integrating
the consultation feedback and the detail maps; and legal
land use conversion if and when needed.”

Suhasini’s presentation was based on the first draft
of stage 1. She gave a detailed analysis of each zone and
some recommendations.

Residential Zone: (43% of city area)

“We have a few ‘givens’ or, what we prefer to call
‘non-negotiables’, in other words, situations that we
assume will not change. In the Residential Zone these
are the partial presence of the village of
Edaiyanchavady and the Aurodam canyon. Also, we
didn’t look at any land which does not yet belong to
Auroville, and there was no discussion of areas which
are already settled. For the rest, we looked at factors like
geophysical capacity, density in relationship to the ser-
vices which could be provided, and equity of open
space. Then we studied how surface water flowed. Our
recommendations are:

1) Regarding water harvesting: The present depres-
sions and water paths could be augmented to make 6-8
metre wide depressions which can collect rainwater and
direct it towards the Matrimandir lake, in order to har-
vest rainwater for Auroville’s water needs as specified
in the study of Gilles Boulicot. For those areas below
the level of the Matrimandir Lake, natural depressions
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can be enhanced to store surface water in open tanks.
2) Regarding housing, we felt that most of the high-
density projects should be situated close to the Crown
Road and the less dense, more park-like row clusters
should be towards the periphery of the Zone. This
would ensure that the maximum roof and paved area
run off will be drained to the Matrimandir Lake and the
lower density run off can flow by gravity to the catch-
ment tanks below the level of the Matrimandir Lake.
According to the Master Plan, sectors one and two
should together house around 4,500 people. Today,
only 450 people live in these sectors. We believe we can
reach the desired population by giving people a choice
of four different types of habitat — single standing hous-
es, cluster developments, street and apartments — all
with 50% or less ground coverage. In taking this
approach the density of these two sectors can reach
5,000 without having to build higher than ground plus
three. Thus there would be no need for lifts, for large-
scale infrastructure, or centralised water or sewage.

International Zone (12.3% of the city area)

The ‘non-negotiables’ in this zone are: 1) the pres-
ence of the village of Bharatipuram; 2) the presence of
two existing cremation grounds; 3) the Aurodam
canyon (partly); 4) and the existing panchayat road as
the urban limit of this zone.

The International Zone is part of the watershed of
Trumbai and feeds three different villages. Whatever
land use activities we do here affects their watershed, so
we have to be very sensitive in our development.

Our recommendations are: 1) The area with a high
water table and good soil should be an institutional area
of low density and have productive landscaping (there
are already two farms in this area and these should be
retained). 2) The educational aspect of this zone should
be situated towards the Industrial Zone and
Bharatipuram village to create co-development with
this village. 3) The recreational/commercial areas of this
zone can be situated along and above the Visitors
Centre and adjacent to the high-density area of the
Residential Zone so that it also feeds this zone. 4) The
















