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uroville

Drawing the Future

Five hundred and forty children imagine the future city

with a body, heart, and soul, perhaps tem-

pered in fire and gold. A river-fed island of
rich green in a blue sea, anchored by a white buoy.
‘Where zebras run across the gold-

I magine an Auroville in time to come. A city

surprisingly, was the single most represented
object in the contest. While most children drew
their inspiration from-the existing significance of
the building, a few daring ones took liberties one

can hardly imagine. “Future

en beaches in the light of the ris-
ing sun. Where penguins and rein-
deer brave the tropical sun with
equal tranquility. A city with a
free canteen, and a grocery store
in the shape of an apple. A place
where a giant rotating ferris wheel
functions as a school (and play
area). Where skiers glide down
snow-clad Matrimandir slopes.
Where rocket-powered humans
with diaphanous grasshopper
wings soar overhead on medita-
tive journeys.

Hard to imagine? Not so for
the 540 children who enthusiasti-
cally participated in the recent drawing contest
“How do our children see the future of the city?”
Organised by the Land for Auroville team, the
contest was open to three age-groups: 7-9 years
old; 10-11 years old; and 12-14 years old. Of
diverse economic, social, and cultural back-
grounds, the children belonged to schools in
Auroville and the surrounding Vvillages that are
coordinated by the Sri Aurobindo International
Institute of Educational Research (SAIIER).
Selection of winning entries was a difficult task
considering differences in quality of facilities and
equipment that were available for students. Butan
effort was made to spread the prizes over as many
participating schools as possible. The nine win-
ning entries were by: Ludovico (Transition), Arun
(Udavi), Tamilzarasi (New Creation School),
Chandra (Last School), Valentine (Home school-
ing), Satish (Transition),

Zoo”, for example, depicts a
long shot of a giraffe and its
young playing ball inside the
dome. Another shows a rotund
snowman, atop the
Matrimandir, wearing a Charlie
Chaplin hat. A Matrimandir
spaceship lookalike about to
take off for an unknown desti-
nation is another visual that
stalls the viewer.

Roughly speaking, the
drawings could be divided into
three categories. Idyllic scenes
of the village, imaginary lakes
encircling the Matrimandir, and
views of the greenbelt, and the beach, focus on the
city's natural richness and the coexistence of its
urban and rural way of life. Animals with human
characteristics, and those not native to the region
also fall under this category. A drawing with
igloos nestled in the Auroville greenbelt, while
animals socialize with food and drink not too far
away is one of the fun representations that is easy
to catch a person's fancy. The spiritual centre of
Auroville — the Matrimandir and the Banyan Tree
— was, as I have already mentioned, the most pop-
ular subject among the contestants. It was also the
most creative category. A sunflower with a small
Matrimandir as its centre growing in the shade of
the Banyan is one example of this unconventional
perceptivity. Another showed the Matrimandir
dome sprouting flowering trees from its outer sur-
face. Snowflakes falling on the golden sphere with

Sty

Top row: “Auroville Stadium 2052" by Ralph; “Matrimandir 3000" by Issa; “Wheelschool” by
Ludovico; “Cityshape” by Valentina. Above: "Bonfire" by Dhanalaxmi.
Left: "Greenbelt” by Nandini. Bottom: "Rocketman” by Satish.

a fiery rocket-powered age when everything —
humans, trees, and buildings — would be in harmo-
nious motion, propelled by their own energy
dynamic. Two winning drawings, by Satish (9)
and Ludovico (10) of Transition School, belong to
this category.

Snowflakes, igloos, 1akes, pyramids, golden
sands, fire, rocket technology — one wonders what
these elemental depictions of water, fire, and ice
finally represent? While it would be a hard exer-
cise to ask all five hundred and forty children how
they set about translating their inner visions onto
paper, here is a brief look at what some of the win-
ners had to say about their specific drawings.
Valentine (12) of Home schooling, and Chandra
(13), of Last School, both drew composite views

of Auroville. Valentine focused on the urban map

of Auroville, with the Matrimandir at the

Rajappan (Udavi),
Dhanalaxmi (Kuilapalayam
Trust), and Sridhar (Ambeth
Nagar Night School). All
nine winners were offered a
plane ride over Auroville.
Made on plain white
poster paper with crayons,
sketch pens, and water
colours, the drawings display
literal, and sometimes outra-
geous representations, of
what Auroville is or should
be. While most submissions
were untitled, a few ambi-
tiously futuristic ones came
with headings. “Pour Tous
44227; Matrimandir 3000
AD”; “Auroville Stadium
2052 World Cup” are worth
a mention. Objects common-
ly associated with the Auroville landscape such as
coconut palms, the banyan tree, the sun, wind-
mills, the beach, and keet-roofed huts populate
more than a few drawings. The Matrimandir, not

its red and green base the colour of Christmas is
vet another eye-catcher. The third category was
the unabashedly futuristic one, more adventurous
than the other two, which represented Auroville in

centre surrounded by a huge lake, and
the rest of the cityscape comprising of an
apple-shaped grocery store, a school
built like an open book, and an “alien”
airport. The inspiration for the lake came
from the exhibition at Aurofuture where
such a lake idea is currently under dis-
cussion. “T think it’s a great idea. It
would solve the water problem and it
would be fun to reach the Matrimandir
by boat instead of on foot,” she says with
remarkable candour. What about the
alien airport? What does it mean? “It
means that in the future alien spaceships
would need a place to land. And
Auroville would be the only place where
it could happen!”

Chandra’s drawing was inspired, she
says, by an aerial view of Auroville she
had seen in a photo. Focusing only on
the natural landscape of the city she also
drew the lake around the Matrimandir with the ris-
ing sun behind it, and lots of trees and windmills,
with village settlements in between. “Of course
Auroville will be the greenest city on earth so trees

must be abundant. Will rivers make the land more
fertile?” she reflects.

Fertility, abundance, and respect for nature is
a concern that speaks out from more than a few
drawings. A student of Udavi School, Arun (9)
envisions Auroville as a city where the village,
with its natural modes of living, contributes to the

“greater good. A smiling sun peeping.over treetops

that overlook the Matrimandir and a little girl
fondling a calf beside a river, is how one would
describe his beautiful sketch. In similarity to
Arun’s very life-like depiction of Auroville,
Dhanalaxmi (14) of Kuilayapalayam Trust School
has drawn the Auroville bonfire celebration, an
actual event that brings the resident community
together three or four times a year. Of remarkable
precision, depth, clarity, this painting captures the
spirit of Auroville regardless of time. Shy and ret-
icent, Dhanalaxmi said she decided to make this
drawing after coming to know that for her family
and other people in her village, the bonfire is the
one event that they truly appreciate about
Auroville. An occasion for silent prayer, together-
ness, and remembrance, the bonfire is and always
will be a part of the Aurovilian ethos.

The children’s drawings were a visual and
conceptual delight that far surpassed the expecta-
tions of the organizers, and the rest of the commu-
nity who got the chance to view the exhibition,
first at the Tibetan Pavilion, and later at the Centre
of Indian Culture where it was on until May 25th.
Warmly appreciated by everyone, the exhibition is
an example of how the visions and dreams of chil-
dren in Auroville are as important as those of
adults. And perhaps how they can sometimes revi-
talize the forgotten dreams of adults caught in the
mundane circle of day-to-day life. Who knows,
some of these dreams drawn in wax crayons and
water colours may one day translate into a more
tangible reality or bring the community closer
together in the future planning of the city.

Abha Prakash
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AUROVILLE AND THE WORLD

UNESCO hosts Auroville colloquium

The 35th anniversary celebrations of Auroville at UNESCO in Paris were more than just affirmation of an
old friendship. They may mark the start of an entirely new phase in Auroville’'s development.

f all Auroville’s relationships with

O the world outside India, the oldest —
and one of the most valued — is that

with UNESCO. The General Assembly
passed a unanimous resolution supporting the
township in 1966, two years before it was
actually founded. Three more were to follow.
To celebrate the Auroville’s 35th founda-
tion anniversary, a celebration was held in the
Paris headquarters of UNESCO on April
10th. As reported last month, the Indian
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO, Auroville
International France, and Auroville’s Future —
Auroville’s townplanning department -
together mounted a major exhibition and col-
loquium. The exhibition was opened by

Politiques, Culturelles et du Dialogue
Interculturel de UNESCO” arranging the for-
mal invitation.

Although Professor Joshi could not
attend, the Government of India was repre-
sented by Education Secretary Mr
S.K.Tripathi, who took the opportunity to
announce a major increase in funding for
Auroville by his Department [see SAIIER
article in this edition of AVToday].

Joss, Luigi, Meenakshi and Gilles were all
in Paris to attend the ceremony. Upon their
return, the four travellers described their
experiences — and some of the possibilities
that are emerging for the Auroville/UNESCO
relationship — at the new Town Hall on

May4th.

presentation

UNESCO’S Director-General  Koichiro
Matsuura. His speech of unequivocal support
and appreciation on that occasion has already
been communicated to Aurovilians, and also,
we learn, to every department of UNESCO.
The prime mover behind both exhibition
and colloquium was the Government of India.
of Human Resource
Development, Science and Technology,
Professor Murli Manohar Joshi, had asked the
Indian Permanent Delegation to set things in
motion. Her Excellency Madame Sabaharwall
— the Indian Ambassador to UNESCO - gave
her full support: and Madame Nazam Fariwar
worked for six months with the “Division des

From left to right: Luigi, Croquette and Gilles at the Auroville

What was it like
for them in Paris?
Luigi comments,
“People at UNESCO
are genuinely excit-
ed about Auroville.
It is not just an intel-
lectual appreciation.
They view it as a
place where tomor-
row’s problems and
solutions are being
explored.

“The very week
we gave the exhibi-
tion, Baghdad fell.
Many people at
UNESCO comment-
ed that, at such a
time, it was wonder-
ful to be talking about human unity.

“Over the years, we have received finan-
cial support from them on small projects. And
this has been very welcome. It has enabled
trust to build up on both sides. So we are now
at a point — particularly with the increase in
funding to Auroville from the Government of
India — where we can make proposals to
UNESCO on a larger scale, and expect to be
taken seriously. This opens up a whole new
range of possibilities.”

The biggest and also the most remote pos-
sibility at this point, is Luigi’s vision of hav-
ing Auroville and its surrounding area desig-
nated a World Heritage Site of the Future by

UNESCO.
Since such a
category does
not yet even
exist; and since
there are no
definite plans
to bring about
its creation, this
is very much a
dream. But as
Luigi says,
“We lay the
foundations for
their and our
thinking. It is a
suggestion, an
idea, a vision.
It would mean
that Auroville
gains  official
recognition, and
protection, as a place which is crucial to the
world’s future evolution. Just as the existing
World Heritage Sites of the Past recognise
and protect places which were crucial in our
evolution to this point.”

Secondly, there are plans to gain
UNESCO protection for the whole Auroville
bio-region. “Joss has been extremely well
received in Paris,” explains Luigi. “The work
on plant-species identification and re-intro-
duction by his team is recognised there as lit-
erally world-class.” Gaining bio-sphere pro-

Top view of part of the exhibition

SAHER/CIRHU project

The Government of India recently announced a big increase in funding for research

arly in March 2003, the Department of
E Secondary and Higher Education of the

Ministry of Human  Resource
Development approved a grant to Auroville of
Rs 11.5 crores (US$ 2.45m) to be spent on facil-
ities for research and education over five years,
ending in 2007. Apart from the Palmyra project
a few years ago, this is probably the biggest sin-
gle injection of funds into Auroville in its histo-
ry. It also represents a significant vote of confi-
dence by the Government of India in Auroville’s
future. How did this come about, and what does
it mean for the City?

Alain Bernard is one of a small team that
worked on developing a submission to the
Department for almost three years. The project
has been managed under the auspices of the Sri
Aurobindo International Institute of Educational
Research (SAIIER) and the Centre for
International Research in Human Unity
(CIRHU), in close consultation with Auroville
Foundation Chairman Kireet Joshi.

“Kireet presented a paper entitled ‘CIRHU’
to Aurovilians in December 1999; the central
concept was a proposal for significant research
and education funding to be submitted to the
Indian Government,” says Alain. “Our task was
to adapt this to the present reality of Auroville.
This involved the co-operation of many
Aurovilians already working in education and
research. The process went extremely smoothly.
We were able to compile a large, very ambitious
SAIIER Development Plan which was submit-
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ted in early March 2001.”

The money is to be spent on increasing
Auroville’s capacity for research. This includes
improving our existing schools and learning-cen-
tres, as well as developing entirely new ones.
Such an inflow cannot help but have a transfor-
mative effect upon the community. Nearly two-
thirds of the funds will be spent on construction
alone, with twenty-four new buildings planned to
be completed by 2007.

The first to break ground will be a hostel for
up to 50 visiting students and trainees, close to
the new Auroville Town Hall facility. According
to a SAIIER document, “it will provide much-
needed accommodation for the ever-increasing
numbers of visiting youth... who are volunteer-
ing their skills and energy in the service of
Auroville.” It will also facilitate the development
of SAIIER’s educational training activities.

Other construction will include a guest-
house, several training-centres and other build-
ings for the Faculty of Education, new faculties
and CIRHU itself. About a quarter of the grant
will be allocated to new research equipment, the
fitting-out and furnishing of new buildings, and
improvements to existing ones.

All this is good, says Alain. But even better
is the tacit demonstration of Delhi’s increasing
faith in Auroville. “Over time, they have come to
believe more and more in what we are doing
here. And that Auroville can consistently deliver
results in the areas of education and human
unity.

“The first substantial grant that I can
recall was made in 1983, when the
Government of India gave us the equivalent of
Rs 1.2 crores (US$ 260,000) in today’s
money. Then in 1985 the Development of
Auroville Scheme [DAS] was created within
the UNESCO branch of the Department of
Secondary and Higher Education. This gave
us an official channel whereby funds could be
allocated in future. The amount was very
small at that time. But I remember Kireet
telling me that the important thing was the
channel itself. And of course he was absolute-
ly right.”

The current five-year funding is indeed
coming through DAS. And although on one
level it is the result of three years’ slog by
SAIIER, on another level it is the culmination
of more than twenty years dialogue with
Delhi.

“Qver all that time, Kireet has been untir-
ing in his efforts to secure educational fund-
ing for Auroville,” explains Alain. “And even
though he is such a respected influence in
those circles of government, Auroville has
had to demonstrate that it can deliver the
goods. Being given money is one thing.
Spending it wisely and getting tangible results
are quite another. The fact that we are now
being entrusted with a grant of this size, over
five years, shows that the Department of
Secondary and Higher Education has consid-
erable confidence in us.”

UNESCO'S Director-General Koichiro Matsuura delivers his address.
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tected status would benefit the entire region.
Not only would it greatly facilitate species-
preservation, water-management and propa-
gation of the tropical dry evergreen forest: but
it would help drastically curtail unsustainable
development, mining, industrial pollution and
over-cultivation of the fragile eco-system.
Thirdly, there is the project closest to
Luigi’s own heart — the creation of a physical
home for CIRHU (the Centre for International
Research in Human Unity) within Auroville.
“It will be a place where research, exchange,
and the pooling of results from experiments
all over the world can be facilitated.” He is
hopeful that the major SAIIER grant from the
Government of India may act as a spring-
board for other bodies —~ including UNESCO

_— to provide matching funds which will kick-

start this project.

All three of these possibilities were dis-
cussed in Paris during the team’s visit. “We
were given a fantastic opportunity by the
Government of India’s high-profile endorse-
ment of Auroville for the 35th anniversary,”

_says Luigi. And the results of that initiative

look like providing enormous benefits both to
the township and to its surrounding bio-
region for years to come.

David C

in Auroville

In his address to UNESCO on the occa-
sion of the 35th Anniversary Celebration of
Auroville in Paris on 10th April, 2003, the
Education Secretary, Mr S.K.Tripathi, said,
“We envisage that SAIIER, which is now
being supported by us, would bring about a
change in the education system in India
through the implementation of Sri
Aurobindo’s vision of integral education.”

To help make sure that the project does go
well, tight controls will exist on all budgeting
and expenditure. A total of Rs 45 lakhs (US$
100,000) has been allocated for administration
of the grant. An accountant was appointed
early this year. All submissions for funds, split
over the five years, are reviewed by her team.
There will be centralised purchasing for most
of the individual projects. As usual, the
Auroville Foundation has the responsibility of
approving all expenditure: so SAIIER is by
necessity working very closely with Mr
Srinivasamurthy and his team.

“This is not the first time we will have
been overseen by the Auditor-General of
India,” says Alain. “Even back in 1983 we
were accountable to that office. But the size
and scope of this is altogether something new.

“This is a big, new step for the community.
We have an excellent team working on the
whole project. I feel very hopeful that the next
five years will really demonstrate what
Auroville can do at this higher level.”

David C




AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL

Auroville as an International
Educational Campus

Helmut Ernst, a ‘Friend of Auroville’ who lives in Germany, propos-

es to create an international educational campus in Auroville as a
means to develop the city within fifteen years.

he slow growth of Auroville

I is reason for concern. After

34 years the population totals

only 1,632 people. That means that

Auroville has grown on an average

by less than 50 persons per year or

with a rate of 4%/year. Were this to

continue, Auroville would only reach

its target population of 50,004 inhab-
itants by 2090.

The consequences of Auroville’s
slow growth are there for all to see.
As Auroville lies near to the bur-
geoning city of Pondicherry,
encroachment of Auroville’s project-
ed town and greenbelt area by entre-
preneurs and speculators is happen-
ing — and we may expect that we
have only seen the beginning of it.
Another problem is that due to its
slow population growth, Auroville
lacks a sufficient economic base,
which in turn restricts its develop-
ment. Auroville generates no income
to build the city, and barely generates
the money needed to sustain its pub-
lic services. The city is only develop-
ing because of donations from out-
side sources.

Another consequence of the slow
growth is that Auroville’s youth has
insufficient opportunities to acquire
skills and professional competence.
Young people must either go out into
the outside world and study there and
practise there what they have
learned, or remain in Auroville with
the risk of always being the semi-
qualified, assistant level of the work-
ing force. Many youngsters who
have left Auroville in the past never
return to Auroville, either because it
does not provide enough opportuni-
ties for personal growth and develop-
ment or because there are serious
economic problems, for example in
getting oneself a house. But if
Auroville cannot satisfy the require-
ments of its youth, it loses its poten-
tial of a sustained growth, because
the youth is in a way the “capital” of
the future. Who better than the young
people who have grown up in
Auroville can genuinely embody the
spirit of Auroville and can contribute
to Auroville’s future?

For these and other reasons there
exists a real urgency to bring
Auroville to its intended size of
50,000 people within the next 10 to
15 years. But how is this to be done?
Auroville cannot reach its goal with-
out tremendous financial input from
the outside. But why should the out-
side world be motivated to help build
Auroville? One may expect that it
would only be interested if it would
obtain a return of some kind from
Auroville. But what return could be
interesting for outsiders?

One of the strong sides of
Auroville is that it has re-created a
natural environment that is con-
ducive to education from kinder-
garten up to higher studies. Because
of its specific multi-cultural charac-
ter Auroville is the ideal place to
house a true international campus for
an integral education and research of
a new type, which could be the
model for generations to come. The
“product” Auroville can offer to the
world then is “education” of youth in
a new way, which is based upon
soul-qualities like freedom and self-
determination and creativity rather
than competition and over-speciali-
sation. Many parents would be will-
ing to pay for a good education for
their children, and Indian and for-
eign governments, development
organisations and international
institutions can be found who
would be interested to finance a
model of such innovative educa-
tion. Auroville’s International
Educational Campus would attract
students from all over India and
from elsewhere, and would be the
prime source of funds to build the
city.

The education provided would
naturally be along the lines and
ideals of the founders of Auroville,
based upon a true universal spiri-
tuality, which sees everything and
everyone as united in spirit.
Nevertheless one should be alert to
the risk of developing here a new
religion or cult. Everything should be
done to encourage the free expres-
sion and practice of spiritual paths
akin to one’s specific nature, so that
each individual can experience and
live his or her own truth.

The idea to create an internation-
al educational campus needs further
to be developed. Auroville’s SAIIER
(the Sri Aurobindo International
Institute of Educational Research)
can serve as its operational basis, and
initiate workshops and courses on the
topic in cooperation with academic
institutions in order to develop cur-
ricula as the basis for enrolment and
organise the needed teachers, facili-
ties and formalities. Also, the
International Zone can be used as the
bridgehead by creating facilities for
accommodation, teaching and social
gatherings to manage the stream of
young people coming in. If required,
the present Master Plan may need to
be adapted to the new overall educa-
tional alignment. Lastly, a strategy
has to be developed to approach
nations and institutions for funds and
for assistance in human resources
and in kind to build the city.

A first economic model for such

Possible growth of Auroville
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an international educational campus
has meanwhile been worked out. It is
based on a number of assumptions,
such as an increase in the growth rate
from the present 4% to a maximum
of 25% in a few years and thereafter
to a sustainable level, which would
lead to the intended population of
50,000 in 2033, thres decades from
now. The critical times will be the
next 15 years, when Auroville will
remain very small compared to the
villages and the exploding
Pondicherry-region. Therefore, the
growth-rate must be highest in this
period.

The economic model shows that
ways exist to develop Auroville
quicker if Auroville offers something

Helmut Ernst

genuine and unique that the world is
in need of. For without such an offer
one cannot expect the in-flow of
funds of the required order of magni-
tude of many hundreds of crores, or
millions of dollars, to build the city.

For more details of the proposal
and the economic model, contact
Helmut Ernst by email at
01736614658 @vodafone.de

Yearly costs in crores (10 million RS)
Rs 5.88 lakhs (US $ 12,500)/person, maintenance 2%/year
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Land for Auroville

he team behind the Million
T Dollar Challenge, which

aims to raise $ 1 million by
August 15t 10 purchase vital lands
in Auroville, has now opened a
website (www.auroville.org/mil-
lion/million.htm) to keep every-
body posted on what’s been hap-
pening and what’s planned. The
initiatives so far include:
®About 250 Awurovilians have
signed up to make a monthly con-
tribution to the Land Fund; this
brings in over $ 1,000 a month.
® An exhibition featuring the work
of over 30 different artists was held
at Bharat Nivas Auditorium called
Creation for Land. It ran for ten
days, during which time the number
of participants grew. All the work
was donated, and the proceeds of
the sales raised Rs 1,20,000 (
approx. $ 2500) . A second exhibi-
tion is planned for later in the year.
®A flea market was held in the
Eucalyptus grove. Over $ 1,000
was raised for the land.
@A visiting clown gave a perfor-
mance, with some fellow fire
artists, at the Information Center at
the beginning of March, in aid of
the Land Fund.
®The Earth Day celebrations, fea-

turing the showing of seminal -

nature and cultural videos, raised
around $ 1,000.

®A donation of around $ 40,000
came from the UK to support the
purchase of land adjacent to the
Botanical Gardens that is currently
in the hands of a property develop-
er. Around $ 200,000 is still urgent-
ly required to secure this piece of
land for Auroville.

® A donation of around $ 50,000
came from America, as a result of a

Land Fund newsletter detailing the
threat from a property developer.
®La Ferme Cheese production unit
have made a special edition cheese,
Gouda, which will be sold for the
land. So far three and a half kilos
has been sold, representing a con-
tribution of § 35.

® An Auroville artist, Mayaura, has
donated one hundred prints of one
her paintings to sell in aid of the
Land Fund. 12 prints have been
sold, representing a contribution of
$ 720. ;

® A visiting actor, Norman Bowler,
recorded a CD with four of his
autobiographical stories. All pro-
ceeds will go to the Land Fund.
®An Aurovilian, Tina S., has
recorded a music CD called A
Thousand Miles, and donated some
of the CDs to the Land Fund to sell.
® A massage course was given in
Auroville and all the participants
were asked to contribute Rs. 1,000
to the Land Fund.

® The Dutch foundation Stichting
Aurofonds donated 1,000.

In addition, various individuals
have pledged to raise $ 1,000 by
August 15th. A 1000 x $ 1000
campaign is being launched in the
U.S. in May, and a One Million
Euro appeal is in preparation in
Europe. A special appeal has also
been sent within Auroville, asking
Aurovilians to take up responsibili-
ty for one or more $1,000 ‘shares’.

All in all, around $200,000 has
been raised so far.

If you know of anybody who
would be interested to participate,
or if you require more information
contact botanical @auroville.org.in
or landfund@auroville.org.in

In brief

AVNews reviewed
The community has agreed to
review the Auroville News,
Auroville's  internal  weekly
newsletter, as many voices had
been raised against "its often
objectionable and low-level con-
tents. Also the News is — incor-
rectly — viewed by outside parties
as an official publication of
Auroville, implying that views
expressed are interpreted as
views of the community as a
whole. A survey has been done
so that everyone can give their
views on its future look and con-
tents. A news summary is being
published as a temporary
replacement.

Town Hall
The Interim  Development
Council announced that the

building which in popular par-
lance is called the Town Hall shall
henceforth be called Auroville
Centre for Urban Research with
the unfortunate acronym ACUR.
The building, which is still under
construction, will house the
Financial Service, Auroville Fund,
the Housing Service, Auroville's
Future and several other
Auroville groups. The new occu-
pants are scheduled to move in
by the end of May.

Residential permit
matters

The  Working  Committee
informed that in December 2002
two Aurovilians were refused re-
entry into India. No reasons were
given, but the immigration offi-
cials in Pondicherry and Chennai
stated that an investigation is
ongoing which might take 6
months or more, before the situ-
ation can be cleared up.

In February 2003 an Aurovilian
was informed that his visa exten-
sion would not be granted. The
reason for not extending the visa
was an article written by him in
the Auroville News which was
considered as inciting religious
riot. This case is still pending.

At the beginning of April, five
Aurovilians learned that their res-
idential permits would not be
extended and they would have
to leave India within 14 days. In
none of these five cases was a
reason given. With the help of
the Chairman and a member of
the Governing Board, the situa-
tion has been cleared up.

Auroville Council
and Workinf
Committee lack
members

A seven-member  Working
Committee and a nine-member
Auroville Council started five
months ago. By the end of May
membership was down to three
full-time and one part-time
member for the WC, and four
full-time members for the AVC.
A process of taking in much-
needed members has been start-
ed. The WC and AVC, who meet
together once a week, hope to
move into a shared space in the
Town Hall by the end of May.

The Auroville
Handbook

The 2003 issue of the Auroville
Handbook is out. It contains a
completely updated map of
Auroville, and has been expand-
ed from 117 to 150 pages of
detailed information, making it
the richest available source of up-
to-date information for
Aurovilians, guests and visitors.
Price in India Rs 125. For more
information contact
prisma@auroville.org.in
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AIR takes wing

An innovative project hosts international artists and benefits Auroville students

he ‘Artists in Residence’

I (AIR) programme was born
over two years ago when
Dimitri and Emilie set up a project to
host, for a period of 1-3 months,
established artists in various fields. In
exchange, the artists would give
workshops and contribute a work to a
community art collection. The idea
behind the programme was to invigo-
rate the art scene in Auroville through
exposing young Auroville art students
and others to the skills and visions of
international artists. At the same time,
the visiting artists would have an
opportunity to discover India and to
work in a very different environment
from the pressurized art scenes of
places like Paris, Berlin or New York.
Dimitri and Emilie’s first contact
was with the Parisian artist, Jerome
Mesnager, to whom they casually
mentioned the idea at an exhibition.
Two weeks later he phoned them:
“I’ve bought my ticket.” Two and a
half years on, Mesnager has revisited

pieces by Jerome Mesnager

Muragayan displays one of the Ganesh

twice and nine other artists have been
hosted by AIR - two sculptors, a
musician, a video-maker, a graphic
artist and painters. All the AIR places
are now taken up until the end of
2004. In the meantime, the location of
the AIR programme has shifted from
Pitchandikulam to a beautiful 30 acre
site by the sea about 7 kilometres
north of Auroville. “We wanted to do
itin Auroville,” explains Emilie, “but
we were told it would take up to 20
years to purchase the land...and we
wanted to get started.”
On the new site there are already
a number of keet houses and work-
shops and the first permanent build-
ings are under construction. Emilie
gestures around her. “That building is
for engraving work, while over there
an exhibition and workshop hall is
coming up. The tall structure will be a
water tank with an office and video
studio below and an apartment for a
writer above. On the other side of the
site there will be 4-5 keet houses
incorporating small workshops
for the artists in residence. Our
house? That will come last!”
The change in location has
added new dimensions to the
original project. “With the help
of our manager, Murugayan,”
explains Emilie, “we’re planning
to open a small support school
for the local villagers. In addition
to providing education in sub-
jects like mathematics and
English, the school will also
-include art in the curriculum.
Then, if we find a student who is
really talented in this field, we’ll
support him or her until they get
into art school. I also plan to
work with our neighbour, Anna
from Eternite, who has ideas for
a big education project involv-
ing, among other things, artistic
expression and the environ-
ment.”
How has the experience been

for the visiting artists? *“Almost with-
out exception, fantastic”, say Emilie.
“Most of them had not visited India
before, and India, particularly for an
artist, is very special. There is the
nature, the richness of art forms, the
mythology. Above all, there is the
freedom, the open-mindedness. Paint
something on a wall here and every-
body enjoys it. Try the same in Paris
and in no time the police are there,
asking what you are doing. Freedom

Left to right: Narendra, Dimitri, Emilie, Murugayan

is in the air here. Last month we host-
ed the artist Andre Serveran.
Suddenly, after giving a workshop, he
said he’d rediscovered the intuitive,
non-mental way of drawing he'd
practiced many years before and
which he never thought he’d find it
again. When he returned to France his
wife sent me an email. “What hap-

_pened to him in India? He’s so joyful

and peaceful now.” As for Auroville,
some of the artists really make a
strong connection with the people and
the vision. But we leave this up to
them: we don’t push it.”

“India is rich in so many ways,”

adds Murugayan, “but these artists,
through their skill and sensitivity,
help us see it afresh as well as provid-
ing new ideas for them. I remember
when Andre Severan came back from
a trip to the north. “My head is burst-
ing’, he said, ‘I’ve got so many new
ideas’.” However, India can also be
overwhelming for sensitive souls.
“That’s why we have to protect, sup-
port the artists,” explains Emilie,
“until they are ready to experience
India on their own.
Relating to these
special people
with their different
needs and helping
introduce them to
India is a beautiful
human experi-
ence: we learn so
much from it.”
Does Emilie
feel that the
Auroville art scene
is more dynamic
now than it was
when she and
Dimitri set up the
AIR project two
and a half years
ago? “Definitely.
You need only
have visited the
recent art exhibi-
tion in the Pyramids to have experi-
enced the fantastic creativity of the
students now. They are searching,
researching, on the move and taking
their influences from everywhere. In
this sense it’s a kind of world art. But
what’s amazing about them is they’re
so concentrated. They go inside and
then they express what they find

there. So while they learn a lot from

the visiting artists these artists are
inspired and learn a lot from them.”
For Emilie one of the highlights
of the AIR programme so far was the
five day workshop Andre Serveran
held two months ago. “For four days

Tertiary education in Auroville

A group of Aurovilians is trying to take the Mother's notion of ‘Unending Education’ to another level

urovilians have become
A accustomed over the years to

the guest season influx of
American student groups that utilise
Auroville as a temporary campus to
undertake courses offered by their
universities. But what if Auroville
was to offer such courses itself?
Could Auroville develop its own ter-
tiary courses or even develop its own
university over time? What courses
could be taught? Who would teach
them and would take them?

Firstly, what is the attraction of
Auroville as a place to undertake a
college semester? Daniel Greenberg
is the executive director of the
GEOCommons/Living Routes pro-
gramme, which sends groups of
American students to Auroville twice
a year. As he puts it, “Auroville is a
real-world model of sustainable
development experimenting with
integrated, human-scale solutions.
Students who live and learn in
Auroville come away with a profound
understanding that we can make it if
we all work together”.

Karen Litfin is a political science
academic who accompanies groups of
students from the University of
Washington to take her ‘Nature,
Spirit and Political Theory’ course in
Auroville. “Auroville offers a unique
space for the students to explore ques-
tions of sustainability, community
and cross-cultural interaction, as well
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as an environment that is conducive
to inner exploration and to introduc-
ing students to the ideas of Sri
Aurobindo”. She points out that in
the recent semester held here, her
group had time for an informal course
taught by Aurovilians that offered a
great diversity of experiences. This
gave the students “a wonderfully rich
exposure to Auroville that our past
programs have not offered.”

Margot and Andrea are two stu-
dents who participated in the recent
GEOCommons/Living Routes semes-
ter. Margot reflects on the benefits of
studying in Auroville. “Although the
course is about sustainability, the
focus on integral practice creates a
capacity for the individual to cultivate
sustainability within the self. This is
something which not many people
focus on in academia.” As Andrea
points out, “There’s a different sense
of hope here. You get told at home
that everything’s been done, every-
thing’s outlined and it feels quite ster-
ile. Here it feels like there are more
possibilities.”

Wim is an Aurovilian who is cur-
rently the Program Director of the
GEOCommons/Living Routes course
held in Auroville. He points out that
initially all the staff were from the
USA, but now more Aurovilians are
getting included. He sees the next
step as Auroville offering its own
courses with a faculty made up of

Aurovilians. “Auroville doesn’t offer
anything for higher education right
now. We need to offer the experience
and wisdom of people who’ve been
here for a long time — this is integral
education. At the same time,
Auroville needs to increase its capaci-
ty to provide skills and resources to
the outside by establishing more
structure in a centralised way. The
seeds are here, but we need to nurture
them so that we can develop a univer-
sity or centre for higher integral edu-
cation in Auroville.”

Daniel points out that Auroville
has already done a lot of the ground
work to offer its own study pro-
grammes. “I think Auroville has
come a long way in being able to sup-
port and offer higher education pro-
grammes. When the GEO groups
started coming in the early 1990s,
there was very little programmatic
support and our faculty had to do
everything. Now we work with
Aurovilians who help set up our ori-
entations and internships, arrange
travel and support students’ academic
work. This has all allowed the stu-
dents to become more integrated into
the larger community, which is one of
the core aspects of their experience.”

Daniel sees the move by
Auroville to offer its own courses as a
natural evolution. “I think the study
group is on the right track in explor-
ing ways to better support external

programmes in higher education.
This makes it possible for more edu-
cational groups to come to Auroville
and also provides opportunities for
Auroville to learn what it will take to
offer its own independent pro-
grammes.”

Kathy is a member of the explo-
ratory group of Aurovilians that has
started to identify thematic areas of
study such as spirituality, ecology,
sustainability, city-building. They’ve
also begun to identify Aurovilian
resource people in these areas. “The
group will develop a programme,”
she explains, “and CIRHU will pro-
vide the infrastructure possible to
host them. Students on this pro-
gramme could use the resources that
are coming up under the Sri
Aurobindo International Institute of
Educational Research (SAIIER)
grant: this includes a hostel with dor-
mitory facilities. Meanwhile work
has been done by another group on
evolving fee structures for visiting
groups.”

Peter is one of the Aurovilians
who is a core faculty member for the
GEOCommons/Living Routes
course. “We have something neces-
sary, profound and unique to teach,
and that is the Integral Yoga.
Therefore we need to learn how to
teach it, at least at introductory level.
In terms of getting such a course off
the ground, we also have to figure out

Plastic pot sculpture

we painted to music, then, on the last
day, we participated in a one hour
happening at the Visitors Centre, The
Medici group composed special
music for the occasion while the
seven participants painted before an
audience. The amazing thing, when
we stepped back to view what we had
done, was that it looked like the work
of one person. I don’t think this kind
of osmosis is possible in the West, but
it could happen here because the stu-
dents are so open and respectful. On
that last day we were really one — and
that’s what we’re here for, isn’t it?”

And the future? “One thing I want
to do is work much more with Indian
artists. So far our visiting artists have
been from the West, but next year we
have an Indian artist taking up resi-
dence. Another avenue which has
opened up is a collaboration with
Alliance Francaise. They are enthusi-
astic about our project and enabled
one of our visiting artists, Jerome
Mesnager, to mount an exhibition at
their gallery in Pondicherry. We’ll do
more exhibitions with them in future
and perhaps work with some of the
artists they sponsor to visit this part of
India.

“Ultimately, however, this is not a
business: we don’t want a commercial
relationship with the artists. We don’t
even ask them anymore to leave a
piece of art behind when they go,
although most of them do so anyway.
More than anything we are a family,
one family here.”

Alan

how to package it so it is something
that people want. And it has to be
accredited.” Wim acknowledges the
difficulties of getting accreditation,
“but that is much further down the
road. We need to create all the condi-
tions first before we take the steps to
get accreditation.”

Karen Litfin points out that,
while there can be input from
Aurovilian lecturers, the only way at
present the University of Washington
can offer credit for its study abroad
programs is for a University of
Washington faculty member to be
teaching and coordinating the pro-
gram.

However, the success of the
GEOCommons/Living Routes pro-
gramme in gaining accreditation
gives the exploratory group hope.
Living Routes started in 1990 and
eventually gained accreditation
through the University of New
Hampshire. It also administers a
course offered in the Findhorn
Community in Scotland that is
accredited by another American uni-
versity.

Daniel Greenberg is optimistic. “I
believe that Auroville will continue
to host international educational pro-
grams like ours and also that it will
eventually develop its own universi-
ty. I do not see these efforts as mutu-
ally exclusive, but rather as mutually
beneficial.” Lesley




























