FEBRUARY 2009, No.240

s N
January 20th, 2009 was a special
day. The United States of America
witnessed the inauguration of its
44th President, Mr. Barack
Obama. On the other side of the
planet, His Holiness the Dalai
Lama inaugurated the Pavilion of
Tibetan Culture. He also
addressed residents of Auroville
and others on the theme of
‘Human Unity and Universal
Responsibility’ at a public function
behind the Pavilion.

His Holiness first visited
Pondicherry and Auroville in
1973. On January 17, he met The
Mother in the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram and the next day he visit-
ed the Auroville site. Twenty
years later, on December 23 and
24, 1993, His Holiness paid his
second visit to Auroville to lay the

eight kilogramme foundation
stone of the Pavilion — a brick that
Aurovilian Claude Arpi had

brought from Tibet.

On his latest visit, His Holiness
was welcomed by Claude. “It is an
immense privilege to receive you
once again in Auroville after 15
years," said Claude. "At that time
we promised you that we would
build this Pavilion. It took a little
bit more time but we have com-
pleted it.”

The Pavilion of Tibetan Culture
is the first pavilion to be complet-
ed in the International Zone of
Auroville. This is of great signifi-

——cance——for—the first _pavilion—|
belongs to a nation without a
homeland.

Claude recalled that in 1966,
The Mother had said that ‘All
countries are equal and essentially
"one". Each of them represents an
aspect of the One Supreme. In the
terrestrial manifestation, they all
have the same right to a free
expression of themselves. From the
spiritual point of view, the impor-
tance of a country does not depend
on its size or its power, or its
authority over other countries, but
on its response to Truth and the
degree of Truth it is capable of man-
ifesting.” “Today Tibet has mani-
fested its Truth through its
Pavilion. We are deeply grateful
that you have consented to inau-
gurate this pavilion,” concluded
Claude.

Claude’s words of welcome
were followed by girls of the
Auroville Children’s Chaoir,
dressed in Tibetan costumes,
singing four songs, one of which
was in Tibetan. The Dalai Lama
listened in rapt attention. He then
joined eight monks of the
Gyumed Tantric College in chanti-
ng prayers and performing a short
Buddhist ritual. He lit a 60-cm tall
perfumed candle decorated with
the eight Tibetan auspicious signs,
marking the formal inauguration
of the Pavilion. He was then taken
on a tour of the Pavilion, and
interacted with Tibetan monks
and Auroville students. Later that
afternoon he visited The
Matrimandir and then addressed a
large crowd of people who had
assembled behind the Pavilion of

Tibetan Culture.
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Pavilion of Tibetan Culture inaugurated

His Holiness the Dalai Lama lights the candle at the inauguration of the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture

The Dalai Lama's address

peaking to a crowd of more than 3,000

people gathered under a shamiana, the

Dalai Lama expressed his happiness

that he was once again back in

Auroville, this time to inaugurate the
Pavilion of Tibetan Culture. “I feel it is a great hon-
our. Every visit I come here I see more develop-
ment, more progress. Sri Aurobindo’s and The
Mother’s vision are being executed whole-hearted-
ly, and that is very good. I want to express my deep
appreciation and thank all of you who carry Their
vision.

“I also want to thank you for the development
of the Tibetan Pavilion for two reasons: one is that
Tibetan culture, the culture of compassion and non-
violence, will be shown here and preserved. That is
very necessary in a time when terrorist forces are so
difficult to control. Until the late 20th century there
was a real danger of a nuclear holocaust. That is
now history. However, terrorism is showing that,
although material development with the help of
technology and science is rapidly increasing, it is by
itself insufficient and no guarantee for a peaceful
human existence. We need some special effort to
bring inner peace and a spirit of dialogue. For that
reason, Tibetan culture, a more compassionate cul-
ture, is something useful to preserve.

“The second reason is that the Pavilion will
preserve a very wonderful Tibetan cultural heritage
which is in danger of extinction. This is not because
Tibetan people no longer have interest in their cul-
ture but because for political reasons, mainly suspi-
cion, that culture is deliberately being eliminated.
When in April 1959 we became refugees, we
realised that our fop priority was the preservation of
our culture, not through isolation, but through full
modem education. We started Tibetan schools with
full support from the Indian government helped by
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, so that in this way a better
knowledge about Tibetan culture would persist.

“To the local people assembled here I want to
express my greetings. More than 1000 years ago,
Buddhism brought benefits to the Tibetan people.
Buddhism is one of India’s ancient religions, the
Buddha was Indian. Also many Buddhists who

wrote in Sanskrit, like Nagarjuna, were Indian.
Therefore we consider India our guru and we
Tibetans feel like chelas or students. Actually T am
a very ignorant human being but because of these
great Indian masters I learned many things. Most of
the great Buddhist pandifs and logicians come from
South India. So I am in fact a disciple of South
India. Now, when I speak to people all over the
world [ express ancient Indian thoughts, like a mes-
senger. But the real owner of these thoughts is
you!” (laughter)

“Yesterday [ paid a short visit to Gulbarga in
Karnataka where a Buddhist Vihar is under con-
struction. Over 100,000 people had gathered. T said
to them that since Buddhism is your religion, it is
interesting that some kind of renewed interest in
Buddhism has started, it is as if you are developing
anew interest in your own ancient possession.”

Referring to The Matrimandir, the Dalai Lama
expressed his admira-
tion for those who
have materialised it.
“The great Motherji's
vision is wonderful.
This spiritual centre
will bring benefits to
the local people also.
For decades the local
people who worked
there have made
immense  contribu-
tions. 1 want to
express to them my

The Dalai Lama
then talked about the
spirit of unity. “T
found here in
Auroville a real spirit
of human unity.
There are no differ-
ences of nationality,
race or even faith.
We are all the same
human being.

Actually, 6 billion human beings are same human
being. They have the same sort of condition, men-
tally, emotionally, and physically. We are truly
brothers and sisters.” Referring to sentiments of
racial and national superiority that had prevailed at
the beginning of the 20th century, he said “That
kind of attitude and thinking now is completely
gone. We have become much more equal. This is
wonderful.” He recalled his meeting with the late
Queen Mother of England, when she was 96 years
old. “I asked her, since she must have observed
almost the whole of the 20th century, if the world
had become better or had remained the same?
‘Better!” she answered. Then she mentioned that
when she was young, concepts such as the right of
self-determination or human rights were non-exis-
tent. Now these have become valued as universal
concepts.
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THE DALAI LAMA'S VISIT

The Dalai Lama's address (continued)
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HH the Dalai Lama greets the crowds under the shamiana

continued from page 1

“I think it is very important to give
the first priority to humanity, secondly
to one’s nation or community and
thirdly to oneself. The rest of the world
is more important than ourselves
because we are social animals. Each
individual’s future or happiness
depends on the rest of the community.
Therefore, the well-being of the rest of
the community is the best way to bring
about the well-being of the individual.
An extreme self-centred attitude is ulti-
mately a sort of suffering. The majority
of the problems we are facing are essen-
tially man-made. This is due to wrong
thinking. Thinking of oneself and not
thinking of another is a problem.”

He recalled that once a scientist had
told him that when people develop
hatred or strong anger, their negativity
is 90% their own mental projection and
not reality. Similarly, too much attach-
ment is also a mental projection.
“Because you are thinking very narrowly,
you cannot see the true picture, because
things are relative. Here the Buddhist
concept of interrelatedness, intercon-
nectedness and interdependency comes
in. That concept brings the view that

one event cannot happen by one cause.
There are a lot of causes and a lot of
conditions. So that is the reality. And
seeing that, we must open our minds
and look in a more positive way.
Accordingly, our approach becomes
more realistic.

“How to bring the sense of concern
for others’ well-being, what we call
compassion? Compassion makes us
feel closeness. You should not mistake
compassion for a feeling of pity. Pity
implies that you are superior, that the
other is lower. Genuine love respects
others, even considers the other more
important than oneself. Through that
way one can develop a sense of con-
cern.”

The Dalai Lama mentioned that
love and kindness and compassion
towards relatives, friends and partners is
biased, based on the feeling that their
attitude towards you is very nice so you
will love them in return. He called this
type of love ‘action-oriented’. It's a
kind of love that cannot be extended to
one’s enemy.

“There is another genuine compas-
sion or love which is not ‘action-orient-
ed’, but *being-oriented’. You develop

“A sign of maturity"”

fter inaugurating the
Pavilion of Tibetan
Culture, His Holiness
the Dalai Lama gave an
interview to Auroville
Today and La Revue d’Auroville.

What is the importance to you of the
. Pavilion of Tibetan Culture?

H.H.: 1 usually describe Tibetan cul-
ture as a compassionate, peaceful cul-
fure. A compassionate, peaceful cul-
ture is very useful because many nega-
tive things are happening on our planet
due to a lack of respect, of concern and
a sense of compassion. By ‘compas-
sion’ I mean a sense of responsibility
to the community and to others. If that
view is strong there is no room for vio-
lence, for war or exploitation. And,
along with a sense of responsibility for
the community and humanity, natural-
ly there is concern about the environ-
ment.

On the other hand, if people just
think of their own interests then the
result is exploitation, limitless
exploitation, both of nature’s resources
and of human beings. So 1 feel that
when the world is experiencing lots of
negative things because of a lack of
sense of community and concern, it is
important to preserve the compassion-
ate Tibetan culture.

But that culture is facing a real
threat. Some years ago, a Chinese
communist party secretary mentioned
that the Buddhist faith is the source of
the threat of Tibet separating from
mainland China. Accordingly, they
have imposed many restrictions on
Tibetan spirituality. Now there are
very few monks left in Tibet. All
major monasteries have many restric-
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tions and now artificial monks,
Chinese policemen dressed as monks,
are also there. So in case you get an
opportuniiy to visit Tibet and you meet
a monk, a:k them to chant. Then you
will know 1f they are a true monk or
not. (laughs)

In these ways the Chinese commu-
nists are deliberately trying to elimi-
nate the Tibetan spirit, the Tibetans’
unique cultural heritage. Any nation
without its own identity or spirit is
dead, so the Tibetan nation is facing
something like a death sentence.

That is why the main concern of
the refugees living outside Tibet is to
preserve Tibetan culture and Tibetan
spirituality. And this is why it is very
good, very helpful, that the Pavilion of
Tibetan Culture is here to remind the
people who live here and the people
who visit that a nation, a community,
that has had a compassionate culture
for the last thousand years is in danger.

Is it important that the Pavilion of
Tibetan Culture is in Auroville?

H.H.: Of course. As I've said before, I
find here a group of people with a gen-
uine spirit of being brothers and sis-
ters, regardless of nationality, faith or
background. You live very much with
the spirit of humanity.

You talk about preserving the essence
of Tibetan culture. Has that culture
changed through its contact with the
West over the last 50 years?

H.H.: There are two aspects of Tibetan
culture. One aspect is the habits, the
ways of life, that have developed due
to social conditioning or the environ-
ment. We can’t preserve that part and

concern because they are similar sen-
tient or human beings who, like us,
want happiness and no suffering. On
that basis you develop a sense of con-
cern and affection. And that is unbiased.
And then, regardless of what their atti-
tude is towards you, you develop a
sense of concern for their well-being.
That’s genuine compassion which can
extend to all beings. That, however,
does not come spontaneously. That only
comes with further training or from fur-
ther reasoning.

“I tell people there are three ways to
promote compassion. The first is
through theistic religion, through reli-
gions such as Christianity, Islam and
Judaism, and many ancient Indian tradi-
tions. Ultimately, they believe in the
Creator. That approach is very power-
ful. The second is through non-theistic
religions such as Jainism and
Buddhism. Their concept is the law of
causality, cause and effect. That is also a
very powerful approach. The third
approach is the secular way, without
any religious belief, through common-
sense and experience. For example, the
mother, as soon as we are born, has a
tremendous affection towards her child.
The child also develops a deep emotion-
al connection with the mother. If there is
no physical contact with the mother, the
child becomes sick. Fortunate children
who receive the maximum attention
from their parents, particularly from the
mother, develop healthy bodies and
minds, much better then those who lack
their mother’s or family affection. It has
been shown that children who grow up
with no human affection grow up
unable to show any affection. That is a
tragedy.

“In addition to these there is a
fourth way, which is through scientific
findings. Scientists have found out that
people who often use ‘I’, ‘my’, and
words like that, have a greater risk of
getting a heart attack. Those people are
very much self-centred. Their mind

there is no point in preserving it.
Another aspect is based mainly
on Buddhism and the message of
compassion. That aspect is very
much related to the mind and to
the emotions and is very helpful
when we are passing through a
difficult period. So it is worth-
while to preserve that.

[ think the impact of moder-
nity is mainly on lifestyle and
hairstyle. Once 1 met a young
Tibetan who had settled in
Switzerland. His hairstyle was
very strange, his trousers were
also very strange; he looked like a
Tibetan hippie. But as soon as he
started talking about Tibet, he
began to cry. So the hairstyle, the
lifestyle, didn’t matter. Inside he
had a very strong Tibetan feeling.
That’s good.

Some Tibetans feel that any con-
tact with the outside world is bad, that
even leamning English or French is
dangerous. They feel that more contact
with the outside world may damage
their Tibetan culture heritage. I totally
disagree. This way of trying to pre-
serve one’s own culture without learn-
ing about the value of other cultures is
ignorant. The healthy way is to under-
stand the value of other cultures while
having a clear sense of the value of
one’s own tradition.

From your contact with world lead-
ers, do you feel that the virtue of com-
passion is becoming more wide-
spread?

H.H.: T think so. For example, on one
occasion in Stockholm the Swedish
Prime Minister wanted to meet me. He
told me he had received a complete
briefing from his foreign minister but
now he wanted to discuss spirituality.
He wanted to learn how to meditate and

/

Nobel Peace laureate

On December 1989, while his country was still under Martial Law,
the Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. This momentous
event brought about a new direction in his life. In his acceptance speech.
he made clear that humanity was now central to his preoccupations: “No
matter what part of the world we come from, we are all basically the
same human beings. We all seek happiness and try to avoid suffering.
We have the same basic human needs and concerns. All of us human
beings want freedom and the right to determine our own destiny as indi-
Qiduals and as peoples. That is human nature.”

\
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becomes narrow and small problems
concerning themselves become unbear-
able. But when you have developed
genuine concern for a wider number of
people your own problem becomes triv-
ial. A positive attitude is very important.
For example, in the present global eco-
nomic crisis, people who are very much
concerned about their money and who
in their hopes and expectations totally
rely on money, experience great suffer-
ing. But those for whom money is
important, but not to this extent, can live
through the crisis without so much suf-
fering. What is important is peace of
mind, or good friends, or other values
and other sources of happiness. These
people are blessed. They say. ‘ok, there
is a global crisis, my money goes up and
down, but it’s ok. I have good friends
and also have the experience of inner
peace’. :

“So, much depends on our mental
attitude. Scientists are even discovering
that our physical well-being is very
much related to our emotions. Even
here, the mental attitude in dealing with
them is very important. A small exam-
ple is recently 1 had my gall bladder
removed. Usually this operation takes
15-20 minutes, but in my case the doc-
tor found pus and it took three hours. He
told me if T had waited one more day, it
would have burst. There were a lot of
complications. But within one week, I
was fully recovered and the doctor was
very surprised. I told him my mental
state seems to be happier, so I was better
fast. That makes the difference.
Hopefully ... (laughter)

“A scientist told me that hatred and

anger affect our immune system. A
calm and compassionate mind strength-
ens and sustains our immune system. So
our mental situation has a big effect on
our biological health.

“This is what I call the secular way,
without religion, By simply using com-
monsense, common experience and the
latest scientific discoveries we make
clear that our warm-heartedness is very
important for our wellbeing and the
wellbeing of our family. So irrespective
of whether you are a believer or non-
believer, the inner values matter.

“Yesterday, as | was saying, [ inau-
gurated the temple of Buddhavi Hara.
But ultimately we should develop the
temple here, within ourselves. That’s
most important.

“If you feel these points contain
something to take seriously then think
more, and read more, and examine
other people — are people who rely on
alcohol without relying on inner values
happy? And those people, who to some
extent think of inner values including
meditation, are they happy? Make com-
parisons, experiment by yourself. Those
people who have not much interest in
what I say can forget it.”

After the talk, Claude thanked the
Dalai Lama and shared an observation
made by The Mother. “I was told that
during your interview with The Mother
in 1973, She had said that ‘I and Sri
Aurobindo would like vou to go back to
Tibet with full power and authority’.
Claude concluded expressing “It is our
dream that you go back to Tibet with
full power and authority.”

such things. I was surprised: these
things are quite new.

Then again, nowadays the leaders
and politicians occasionally use the
word ‘compassion’. Previously com-
passion, like non-violence, was associ-
ated with weakness, passivity — ‘I'm
going to eliminate our enemy’, that’s
the way they usually spoke — but now [
think that is changing. One clear
example is Nelson Mandela. After he
became President of South Africa, he
strictly followed Mahatma Gandhi’s
principle of non-violence and reconcil-
iation. And Archbishop Tutu also
effectively implemented reconcilia-
tion.

Wonderful.

So these are indications. I feel that
humanity is becoming more mature. In
the early part of the 20th century,
when the leaders of a nation declared
war every citizen proudly, without
question, joined the war effort. Since
the Vietnam War there is no longer
that kind of enthusiasm from the pub-
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lic. When their government tells them
to go to war, their own citizens ask
‘Why?*  Everybody knows that
Saddam Hussein was a dictator and
cruel to his own people, but when
America and Britain wanted to go to
war with Iraq millions of citizens
expressed opposition to their govern-
ment’s decision.

Also I think the concern about the
environment is a healthy sign. It is a
sign that people are becoming more
concerned about long-term conse-
quences.

Then again, the German Professor
who taught me about quantum physics
told me that when he was young every
German saw the French as being their
enemy, and the French felt the same.
Nowadays that kind of attitude has
completely gone. Now the French peo-
ple and the German people are very
close, they are part of the European
Union. These are big changes, a sign
of maturity and long-sightedness.

Alan and Christine




INAUGURATION OF THE PAviILION OF TIBETAN CULTURE

“This Pavilion has a unifying influence”

More than anybody else, Claude Arpi has held the vision and been responsible for the manifestation
of the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture. Here he talks about the history and realisation of this extraordinary
project.

Above and bottom right: views of the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture from the outside.

already had the idea of a Tibetan

Pavilion when I first arrived in

Auroville in December 1974. I'd

read Mother’s Dream and her

statements about the pavilions,
and I already had a Tibetan connection:
the previous year I had met the Dalai
Lama’s sister who had asked me to stay
in Dharamsala and be the dentist at the
Tibetan Children’s Village.

In 1978 a group of us Aurovilians,
including a few young Tibetans then
living in Auroville, visited Dharamsala
and met His Holiness. We told him that
we wanted to build a Tibetan Pavilion
in Auroville. He said, ‘Yes, yes.’
Actually Auroville at that time was not
ready to embark on such a project but it
remained in my mind.

In 1990 we started discussing the
Pavilion again. We drew up a more
elaborate project and started working
with Greta Jensen who was running a
trust in the U.K. called ApTibet or
Appropriate Technology for Tibetans.
She was already getting funds from the
Europeén Commission for environ-
mental projects for Tibetan settlements
and in 1993 she helped us write a pro-
posal.

At that time we referred to it as the
‘Pavilion of Tibet’. However, after the
Chairman of Auroville Foundation
referred the matter to the Ministry of
External Affairs, we were told that we
could not have a “Pavilion of Tibet’ in
the International Zone as the
Government of India is involved in
Auroville and Tibet is a politically-sen-
sitive issue. Then Dr. Kapila
Vatsyayan, who was on the Governing
Board at that time, suggested that we
call it the “Pavilion of Tibetan Culture’.
Everybody agreed.

The foundation stone

In early 1993 we requested the
Dalai Lama to lay the foundation stone
of the project. By a very strange coinci-
dence, I received a phone call from
Dharamsala informing me that he had
accepted on the day that I was leaving
for a visit to Tibet. So in Tibet I kept
thinking “I must do something special
for the inauguration”. Then, early one
morning in Gyantse, Tibet’s second
largest town, I saw a huge pile of big
mud bricks. I put one in my bag for our
foundation stone. It was quite an expe-
rience at Lhasa airport — the Chinese
customs officers were very suspicious
and put the brick through their x-ray
machine three or four times before they
let it through.

After the Dalai Lama came in
December, 1993 and laid it as the foun-
dation stone of the Pavilion, the brick
became somewhat reduced in volume.
You see, it was doubly sacred to
Tibetans — it had come from Tibet and
the Dalai Lama had touched it — so

Tibetans started eating it as prasad!
Eventually we had to put it behind glass.

Meanwhile, we were working on
the design of the Pavilion. André
Hababou had made a preliminary
design which had the look of a Tibetan
building. But when the Dalai Lama said
the Pavilion should be environmentally-
sensitive we decided to construct it
using compresed earth blocks, and the
only person in Auroville who could do

Top right: HH with the Auroville's Children’s Choir.

shouldn’t expect him to give any
money! His sister, Mrs Jetsun Pema,
who had invited me to be a dentist in
Dharamsala also donated funds, as did
the Tibetan Government in exile. A lot
of money came from the Government
of India and, during the last year, we
raised eight lakhs from units and indi-
viduals in Auroville.

At times we were not sure if we
would ever complete the Pavilion, so

Monks preparing for the inauguration

this was Satprem. He took the project
very seriously. He went cycling in the
Himalayas to study Tibetan architec-
ture and came back with the idea of
designing the building according to the
grid of the kalachakra mandala. This
didn’t fit with André’s earlier plan and
we had a clash between the two archi-
tects. Eventually, through Roger
Anger’s mediation, a third design
emerged which was a combination of
Satprem’s grid with André’s modemn
Tibetan look. The main building mate-
rial was mud but there were also ferro-
cement beams designed by our Centre
for Scientific Research (CSR).

The funding challenge

However, in the process of chang-
ing the design, the building got much
larger and our budget exploded. The
European Commission had agreed to
fund 50% of an earlier design, but now
this was only a small portion of the
funds we needed and we had to look
elsewhere. It wasn’t easy. We never
knew where the next funds would come
from, and sometimes we ran out com-
pletely and the work would stop. This is
why it took us so long to complete the
Pavilion — we started the foundations in
1997 and only finished it just before the
inauguration.

We had help from many quarters.
The Dalai Lama himself was very gen-
erous, even though he had said, when
agreeing to be our Patron, that we

we decided to do something with the
rooms we had already constructed. In
the exhibition hall we held shows not
only of Tibetan artists but also of Indian
and Aurovilian artists. Similarly our
conference room is used for meetings
on topics like conciliation which are
somehow linked with the Dalai Lama’s
first commitment to universal responsi-
bility. In this way we tried to communi-
cate the concerns of the Dalai Lama
and the spirit of Tibetan culture.

The first completed pavilion
The Pavilion of Tibetan Culture is
the first pavilion to be completed in

The Dalai Lama with Claude and Tency
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Auroville. It probably happened
because the Head of the State was fully
behind it but it’s also a statement about
the strength and importance of Tibetan
culture. In 1966 The Mother wrote that,
From the spiritual point of view, the
importance of a country does not
depend on its size or ils power or its
authority over other countries, but on
its response to Truth and on the degree
of Truth it is capable of manifesting.

Somehow Mother’s 1966 vision
has taken shape and I'm happy to see
that Auroville is one place on earth
where the priorities are not upside-
down. Many heads of state won’t
receive the Dalai Lama. Even our own
Auroville Foundation didn’t want to be
officially associated with his visit (most
of our present Governing Board mem-
bers have never visited the Pavilion of
Tibetan Culture). But we are funda-
mentally a cultural centre, we do noth-
ing political, and the Government itself
has always been supportive of the
Pavilion. We have seen how helpful the
State Government was in arranging the
Dalai Lama’s visit.

Tibetan culture has survived
because it is so deeply-rooted. But
while the purpose of the Pavilion is to
help preserve that culture, we do not
much emphasise the traditional rituals.
Before the Dalai Lama’s visit, a repre-
sentative from one of the Tibetan settle-
ments kept telling us that we were
doing things the wrong way — the Dalai
Lama’s chair had to face in this direc-
tion etc. — but we told him we do things
in our own way in Auroville, and if we
do them sincerely, what’s the problem?
The Dalai Lama himself has said many
times that the Pavilion is not a temple,
not a monastery. But I’'m afraid we will
continue to get much pressure from the
religious side. ....

Very genuine

The appeal of the Dalai Lama
transcends religion. Everywhere
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people are touched by him, his mes-
sage of compassion and the oneness
of the world and by the fact that he
is the one world leader who puts the
planet and not his own interests
first. He is also very human, very
genuine. When he stayed in
Swagatham guest house, he went
into the kitchen to meet the ammas
who were preparing the food and he
called the photographers to take a
picture of him with them. He’s like
that, he talks to everyone; he makes
no distinctions. There were 450
policemen in Auroville for his visit
and they tried to keep a certain dis-

/ The importance of \
Auroville for the Tibetan
cause

After the inauguration of
the Pavilion the Dalai Lama
met some young Aurovilian
children. They asked him
about the importance of
Auroville to the Tibetan cause.

HH: What’s important is
not numbers or power but
quality. The Tibetans are few,
only six million people. For the
last thousand years the snowy
mountains  protected the
Tibetans’ spirit, their compas-
sionate cultural heritage,
which I think is not just the
heritage of Tibetans but some-
thing that all humanity needs.
So that’s why the pavilion is
here, to remind people that
although we Tibetans are a
small part of humanity we
have some useful -cultural

\heritage.” /

tance between him and the crowd
but he kept jumping over to chat
with people. It is no wonder that he
was recently voted the most popular
person on Earth by several Western
publications.

As to why it is important for
Auroville to have the Pavilion here,
the Dalai Lama spoke about this to
the children (see box). But for me
this Pavilion has had a unifying
influence. So many people have
worked on it or supported it. In fact,
perhaps the most important conse-
quence of his visit is that it brought
a large number of Aurovilians to
work together. For the last three
months over 150 people, some of
whom had not been on talking
terms, worked together to make the
visit a success. In Auroville we
need more occasions like this.

From an interview by Alan
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A conversation with Julian Lines

Julian Lines, the newest member of the International Advisory Council (IAC) of the Auroville
Foundation and currently the chairman of Auroville International, speaks about his involve-
ment with Auroville and his views on the work of the Council.

he Who's Who of Aurobindonian Americans doesn’t

exist. But if somebody is qualified to write it, it is Julian

Lines. In an interview of less than one hour he casually

drops the names of scores of Americans plus a handful of

others from outside the States. He has met them all,
learned from them, worked with them, or made close affiliations to
help the work of The Mother. Who is Julian Lines? And how did he
get involved with Auroville?

“It started at college,” he says. “I studied at Colgate, a liberal arts
college in central New York. It had a sociology professor, Warren
Ramshaw, who had come on a Fulbright scholarship to Pondicherry
with Robert McDermott [the author of The Essential Aurobindo).
McDermott collaborated with Marjorie Spalding (whom Mother
named Sacheta) and early Aurovilians Bob and Deborah Lawlor to
organise a summer immersion in Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy and in
the concept of Auroville. The year was 1972.

“I read that there would be a slide-show on the Indian city of
Auroville, and decided to attend. I thought it was something on
American-Indians! Then they showed Dominique Darr’s photograph
of that little granite block with AV written on it, with the red eroded
earth, a few Palmyra trees and a stark blue sky behind. Something
clicked. T knew this was the place 1 wanted to be involved with, I was
211

“The group that came together was extraordinary and included
Eugene ‘“Mickey’ Finn from Boston, Prof. Jehangir Chubb, Adm.
Rutledge Tompkins and Zena Daysch (the CHEC founder who had
just returned from the Stockholm Conference on the Environment)
and many others.

Turning points

“The wonderful thing that summer was to work together and
learn from all these people: about Sri Aurobindo’s philosophy, about
karma and rebirth, organic gardening, about sacred geometry and a
host of other topics. Bob also taught hatha yoga. He expected his stu-
dents to hold an asana for a long time. In one such position I was
looking at a photograph of The Mother, the one on the old balcony
where She wears a dark dress. Something in me asked Her ‘who are
you’? And somehow, that was another turning point.” It was soon fol-
lowed by a third. “On August 15, there was a reading from Savitri.
Deborah asked me to read the section where Aswapathi saw the
Omnipotent's flaming pioneers ... come crowding down the amber
stairs of birth. It was incredibly powerful. At the end of the summer
we sold the buckwheat we had planted and sent the cheque to Rijuta,
one of The Mother’s secretaries, as our offering.” The link had been
made.

Julian had another year at college, but was now sure which way he
wanted to go. When word came from the Sri Aurobindo Ashram that
Udar Pinto would visit America in the autumn on the occasion of Sri
Aurobindo’s birth centenary year, Julian organised Udar’s lectures at
Syracuse University and at Colgate. “Udar came with Aurovilian
Johnny Walker. He returned again in spring and summer 1973, for
Mother had indicated to Roger Anger that Udar would collect the
money to build Auroville. It was during that time that we created a Sri
Aurobindo Centre in New York at West 58th Street. Muriel Spanier
ran the office, I joined as a volunteer after finishing college in spring
1973.”

Together with Udar, Julian met all kinds of people. One of them
was Eleanor Montgomery, who in the past had created a foundation to
channel funds to the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education
of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. Udar persuaded Mrs. Montgomery to
reactivate the foundation in order to help the newly founded Sri
“Aurobindo Center. Later the name of the foundation was changed to
The Foundation for World Education (FWE).

Coming to Auroville

When The Mother passed away in November 1973, Julian had an
inner experience. “It showed me beyond doubt that I was connected to
Her and Her work. And exactly a year after Her passing I came to Her
room.” It was his first visit to India. He landed in Hyderabad to meet
Prof. Madhusudhan Reddy, who he had helped tour the USA, then he
came to the Ashram, and then to Auroville. “I stayed in a little capsule
in Forecomers with Bob and Deborah. I stayed for 4 months. I helped
them with the translation of the book of R.A. Schwaller de Lubicz on
sacred geometry. [ studied The Life Divine with Arabinda Basu in the
Ashram library; I briefly met Nolini Kanta Gupta; and went out to
Gloria Farm with Dhyumanbhai where I met Suzie Odell. All kinds of
‘family’ connections were developing. It was a magical time — but
already I witnessed one of the early Auroville feuds, something about
the use of water between those who were building the Matrimandir and
the greenbelters.”

Lindisfarne

Back in America Julian participated for a few years in the
Lindisfarne Association in New York. “Lindisfarne was the place on
the East Coast where many intellectuals met. The West Coast had
Esalen with Michael Murphy; at Lindisfarne we had William Irwin
Thompson, who also had had The Mother’s darshan.

“Thompson’s idea was to bring people together from all walks of
life such as author E. F. Schumacher, the poets Gary Snyder and
Wendell Berry, the astronaut Rusty Schweickart and the biologist
Lewis Thomas. He invited theologians from various religious back-
grounds for dialogues and managed to attract Baker Roshi from the
Zen tradition, the Dominican monk David Brother David Steindl-Rast,
and the Sufi Pir Vilayat Khan. You could meet Peter and Eileen Caddy
from Findhorn and Paolo Soleri from Arcosanti. He also invited peo-
ple connected to the Sri Aurobindo Ashram like M.P. Pandit and
Madhusudan Reddy. Lindisfarne was instrumental in making people
aware of Sri Aurobindo’s vision. For Thompson, Auroville, Findhorn,
4 Auroville Today February 2009

Arcosanti and the Zen Center in San Francisco represented the new
spiritual communities of an evolving planetary culture.”

Next, Julian got involved in teaching at a ‘child-centered school’
in Connecticut (later discovering that Heidi Watts had been a big influ-
ence on the founder). But he was still looking towards Auroville. “T
was trying to find a way to get to India and thought I needed training in
appropriate technology. 1 decided to attend courses at the New
Alchemy Institute in Cape Cod, Massachusetts, to learn about the lat-
est in fish farming so that I could bring that to Auroville.

Woodstock

“One weekend I found myself on the street with no place to stay. It
was too expensive to find a place on the Cape, so I decided to stay with
friends in Woodstock N.Y. That weekend everything came together.

Old friends wanted me to take over their house in Woodstock; Eric and
Sam who had started Matagiri community were delighted that there
would be someone nearby to help, and soon I was living in
Woodstock. A year later T had a son and a few years after that [ had
taken over the distribution of the books of Sri Aurobindo and The
Mother and the printing and mailing of the magazine Cellaboration,
which was edited by Gordon and Jean Korstange. Afterwards I started
the shop “Pondicherry” that also sells products from the Ashram and

Southern Germany to meet with people from Zeiss who manufactured
the crystal. The FWE had agreed to guarantee the payment of the sec-
ond instalment. It was a great privilege to participate in this.”

Julian took also part in organising the AUM (All USA Meetings),
and became involved with Auroville International and its branch
organisation Auroville International USA, which June Maher had
started in 1973 as The Auroville Association. “Many Aurovilians per-
haps do not realize there are many people ‘out there’ who are as con-
cemned for Auroville’s welfare and success as the Aurovilians,” says
Julian. “People like June, Savitra, Constance and many others read the
News & Notes and the Intranet and regularly ‘take the pulse of
Auroville’. Auroville is also our life, even though we live thousands of
miles away.”

One of the people Julian met and befriended was Dr. Karan Singh,
the Chairman of the Auroville Foundation. “Through Lindisfame there
was a contact with Rev. James Parks Morton, the Dean of the
Episcopal Cathedral St. John the Divine in New York City. Dean
Morton was a member of the Temple of Understanding. Karan Singh
too was involved with the Temple. Dean Morton invited Karan Singh
to speak at the Cathedral and I attended that lecture. We later met again
at Cornell University. When we talked, there was some music in the

background. Karen said, ‘Oh, that’s Madonna, I really like that! I
was dumbstruck. Here was a sophisticated man, clearly not fitting in
the mould of the stodgy Indian intellectual I had expected him to be,
and hip in a charming way! Afterwards he became Indian
Ambassador to the USA and we met again. Since then, whenever he
comes to the USA I try to arrange for him to give some talks because
he is an eloquent speaker.”

The need for compassion

Working with people wasn’t always easy. “I slowly came to
understand that even people you have the least affinity with and
don’t get along with are somehow called to the work and have a crit-
ical role to play. I learned that you cannot fulfil your mission unless
you have the compassion to deal with what upsets you the most in
the other person. I once asked Champaklal about how the parties in
that “civil war’ between the SAS and Auroville could be reconciled.
He made me understand that the only way is through love. I learned
that I have to keep my mind and heart open to everyone and try to
see and understand all the different perspectives. That has become
my stance, which seems to become more widespread nowadays.
The recognition is growing that a dialogue between polarities is
essential. The Dalai Lama, for example, keeps talking about his love
for the Chinese people. Obama has incorporated in his cabinet peo-
ple with diverse viewpoints.”

The role of the IAC

Asked about how he sees his role as an IAC member, he replies
that it should preferably be that of a cheerleader and therapist. “Ideally
Auroville should solve its problems internally, without reference to the
IAC or even the Governing Board. For even though the IAC members
are often well informed as they take the trouble to visit Auroville for

longer periods and interact with many more people and groups, they still
cannot keep up with the many developments. Auroville has become too
complicated and too vast to understand it by looking in on the weekends
or twice a year or even once a month. [ see the IAC’s function as holding
up a mirror. As we have our psychic being which leads us to individual
self-knowledge, there needs to be the collective psychic being that leads
Auroville in its collective yoga and self-knowledge. The IAC can hold
up a mirror to facilitate that process. We can also reflect and inform on

Auroville.”

Joining Auroville: a clear indication

And what about joining Auroville? “T
got a direct “No!” says Julian, and
explains, “Once Champaklal came to
America. | had the most remarkable time
with him. He no longer spoke. If you
asked a question, he would point to a pic-
ture of Sri Aurobindo or The Mother or
write one line and tear it up afterwards.
But he never played the guru or gave
advice. One day I was talking with Claude
Brun about building a house in Auroville.
Champaklal overheard our talk and shook
his finger, ‘no’. I was shocked. Here was a
man who was not giving advice to any-
body and now he was telling me that I
couldn’t build a house in Auroville? I
asked, ‘Can I visit’? He gestured with his
finger back and forth. The indication was
clear. T was supposed to do networking,
but not to move to Auroville.”

This decision was somehow made
easier by of what Julian calls ‘the civil
war’ that had started between the Sri
Aurobindo Society and Auroville. “1 had
friends in the Ashram as well as in
Auroville so 1 suffered through those
years. Many Americans left Auroville.
Many unfortunate things happened in the
USA connected to this fight as well. I
didn’t return to Auroville until 1988.”

Throughout that time, his involve-
ment with Auroville increased. “In 1983
Eleanor Montgomery passed away and
left her entire estate to the FWE. I became
a member of the Board and we started to
channel money to many projects in
Auroville. One of the nicest jobs was to
help in the purchase of the crystal for the
Matrimandir. In 1985 Piero, Ruud, Yoka,
Carel and I met at the Auroville
International meeting at Bologna, Italy,
and afterwards drove up to Oberkochen in

what is going on in the outside world.”

In conversation with Carel

““1 feel the remarkable vibrations

living in India, in Auroville,” says

Doris. “When I was a flight atten-

dant with Lufthansa in the 1970°s I
refused to take on flights that meant me staying in
India. I spent a few days here once and found the
poverty overwhelming and I
vowed 1 would never return. I
even took flight routes that
deliberately went the other way,
like the North Atlantic to Alaska
route. My horror of it was
almost a joke with my friends.

“I loved my work with the
airline, travelling to every corner
of the world (except India) and
seeing all sorts of people and the
way they lived. The perks were
great too. This was in the days
before cheap flights were avail-
able and often my friend and 1
would take the first plane from
Hamburg to London, spend all
day in galleries and exhibitions
and take the last flight back. This
was all possible because both
our husbands were pilots and we got the tickets for
10% of the normal fare.

“After too many years of this hectic life I
decided it was time for me to leave life in the air-
lines as my husband and I hardly had time to see
each other. My life took a completely different
turn and [ studied art history and anthropology at
university, worked as a textile designer and later
produced a textile magazine. Then, one day I went
to a yoga class run by an ex-stewardess, and after

n my wildest dreams I would never
‘ ‘ I have imagined 1 would be here,

the class she casually mentioned that she was
going to spend Christmas as usual in Auroville.
Memories came flooding back. [ remembered
how several years earlier in the information room
where all the flight crews used to meet, sonieone
had an article on Auroville and read its Charter out
to us. “Traumtaenzer, traumtaenzer” (Dream-
dancers), I laughed and imme-
diately forgot it. But one thing
§ did stick with me for years —
Mother’s reference to ‘never-
ending education’. [ had
always admired older people
who continued learning and
doing things instead of just sit-
ting around, and that phrase
caught my imagination. But
over the years I forgot where I
got it from.

“So Auroville did still
{ exist! And somehow I knew I
wanted to go to that place.
‘Can [ come with you?” | asked
| the teacher and she said ‘Yes.’
I rushed home and looked up
Auroville on the web. If 1
deduct 50% of what they say
about Auroville, I thought, then maybe I will get
the reality.

“Looking back on my life T can see I was
searching for a change. I had never been interest-
ed in spirituality, or always denied it was for me. [
no longer wanted to pack my bag and travel
around the world. I had done that for years, and
seen and done almost everything possible, except
maybe for bungee jumping. I could not imagine
living a life of idleness and pleasure in Spain or on
















