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The tsunami relief and rehabilitation work

“The Tsunami that struck the Tamil Nadu
coast on December 26, 2004 was unprece-
dented in its suddenness and ferocity. The
calamity has caused unprecedented devasta-
tion in the coastal districts. The destruction
was severe. Huts and pucca houses have
been flattened, fishing boats have been
smashed, buses and big tankers have been
strewn around. Infrastructure facilities have
also suffered extensive damage. The families
living along the coastline have lost all their
possessions. About 100,000 families have
become homeless. "

(from a Tamil Nadu Government order)

remendous goodwill has poured out to
I alleviate the suffering. Apart from the
Tamil Nadu government, many non-
governmental organizations, voluntary agencies,
corporate houses, charities, public and private
sector enterprises and groups of individuals
have come forward to participate in the various
phases of the relief work. Phase I, dealing with
the immediate needs of emergency shelter,
clothing and food, is now over. Phase 11, dealing
with the construction of interim shelters for the
affected people for periods between 6-10
months is still going on. Phase I1I, dealing with
the permanent relocation and rehabilitation of
affected people, has just started. In all three
phases, Auroville has been very active. Though
the situation in the Viluppuram district where
Auroville is located is not as bad as in
Cuddalore or Nagappattinam, as there have been
fewer casualties, in terms of material loss the
damage is quite extensive. In the Viluppuram
district alone, close to 9,800 houses have been
damaged, rendering 50,000 people homeless.

Immediate relief

Within hours of the disaster striking,
Auroville was setting-up a tent camp on a field
near one of the Auroville communities. A field
kitchen was installed and food, clothing and
blankets were distributed to approximately
2,000 people. On the second day, everybody
was moved to the Kuilapalayam Trust School,
as rain was threatening. There, the refugees
were spread out in eight buildings and two tents
and food was prepared, this time for 1400 peo-
ple, along with another 500 food packets for dis-
tribution. By the fourth day, an "Auroville
Tsunami Relief Team was effective. An office
was opened equipped with computers, tele-
phones and internet as well as ample storage
space for goods for the next phase of the relief

Padma
Vibhushan for
Dr. Karan Singh

On Republic Day, January
26th, it was announced
that Dr. Karan Singh, the
Chairman of the Auroville
Foundation and the for-
mer head of the princely
state of Jammu and
Kashmir, was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan, India’s
second highest civilian
honour, for his work in
public affairs. The award
will be conferred by the
President of India later this

year.

e Auroville international
meeting in Aurovilie
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work. In the weeks that fol-
lowed people from the vil-
lages, Aurovilians and guests
went by buses to affected vil-
lages to remove debris and
help with clean-up work. The
Tamil Nadu government pro-
vided first basic relief: rice,
clothing and Rs 2,000 cash
per family. Auroville, mean-
while, had begun an interna-
tional fund raising campaign
and money started to flow in.

Interim shelters

Phase two of the relief
work concentrated on finding
appropriate interim shelters.
As many organisations had
come forward to help, coordi-
nation became essential.
With the help of a few
experts from Kutch, the dis-
trict in the Indian state of
Gujarat that was hit in
January 2001 by a massive
earthquake leaving 500,000
people homeless, an NGO
Coordination Group was set
up. Though not strictly being
an NGO, Auroville became part of the
Coordination Group which assisted the Tamil
Nadu Government in defining guidelines for
interim shelters. The approved requirements
were that the shelters take into account the cli-
matic conditions, because the people will have
to live in them through the summer; that the
shelters would allow the people to function in
their traditional ways, which meant one family
per shelter with their own cooking and sleeping
space, a place to store their nets and a place do
the normal jobs to continue with their liveli-
hoods; and that a minimum of communal infra-
structure should be constructed, such as tempo-
rary schools for the children.

The Government Order of January 6th fol-
lowed these recommendations. It not only
instructed the Collectors of the affected districts
to build 50,000 shelters at a unit cost of Rs
8,000, but also allowed NGOs to put up 50,000
shelters. The order prescribed that the design of
the temporary structures and the location should
be acceptable to the fishermen in each habitation
and should not be seen as a Government plan to
forcibly relocate them. But the order also stated
that efforts should be made to move most of the
people from the relief camps
into the interim structures before
Pongal 2005. This date (January
14) was too close to the date of
the order. “That actually dashed
our hopes,” says Suhasini, one
of Auroville’s relief coordina-
tors. “The early date motivated
government agencies to speedily
put up barracks, using asphalt,
B galvanised iron sheets and even
£ asbestos as roof cover. The bar-
racks are on average 40 metres
long and 4 metres wide and have
a common kitchen. So the rec-
ommendations were not adhered
to. There is no private space and
no possibility to do one’s own
cooking — though ironically each
affected family received a
kerosene stove from the Tamil
Nadu government on Pongal as
part of an interim shelter relief

e Form and formless
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Looking out through a destroyed fisherman's house to the sea: the nourisher, the killer

package. But the main problem is that these
shelters are not habitable. The people go there
during the night but move out during the day.
Already in January it is too hot inside.”

Some NGOs, however, did manage to put
up some shelters that were in accordance with
the recommendations, some of them very nice
ones. But then something went wrong. A
rumour started that if you lived in a shelter pro-
vided by an NGO, you might not be eligible for
a permanent shelter when the government would
make the final allocation. As a result, many
shelters built by NGOs are lying empty. The

1/25/2005 3:51 PM

Dear Working Committee,
I would like to congratulate the
Auroville Community upon the excel-
lent work being done in the wake of
the Tsunami disaster, both for direct
relief as well as the information and
technology resources for official and
NGO organisations functioning in
Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry.
Karan Singh
Chairman, Auroville Foundation

rumours have been officially refuted, but there is
a fear psychosis and the people do not easily
believe it.

The time pressure prevented Auroville get-
ting involved in building temporary shelters.
“At the time we did not have sufficient human
and financial resources to work on the scale the
government wanted,” says Hemant, the main
coordinator of the tsunami village relief work.
“They asked that NGOs construct 50% of the
shelters required, and in our district this meant
4,900 structures. Meanwhile other NGOs have
come forward to do this. Auroville might still be
involved in filling some of the gaps, in coordina-
tion with the Collector.”

Where to relocate the people?

Phase three has now started. One of the first
questions is where to relocate the affected fami-

lies. The government has the power to forceful-
ly acquire private lands or to allocate govern-
ment or temple lands for this purpose. But a
reallocation has to take the lie of the land into
account. The tsunami has hit Tamil Nadu from
its most southern point, Kanniyakumari, to
Chennai but its effects were vastly dissimilar. In
areas where mangrove forests were in place,
such as in Point Calimere or Pichchavaram, the
coast was hardly affected. Also high-lying areas,
such as the city of Pondicherry or the Repos
beach community of Auroville, hardly suffered
any damage. But the low-lying areas were hard
hit. Between Pondicherry and Cuddalore the
tsunami came 1.5 kilometres inland. The city of
Nagappattinam, situated on the delta of the
Cauvery river, was devastated. The government
will need to identify high areas for a permanent
relocation. To do this, Auroville has offered the
help of its GIS (Geographic Informatien
Systems) team. [see AVToday #191, December
2004] “In a meeting of the NGO coordination
group of January 16th we showed the govern-
ment and other NGOs the elevation of the
coastal areas,” said Prashant. “We simulated on
the computer what happens if a 3-metres high
wave hits the coast, and what if that wave is ten
metres high. The GIS team can not only identify
the high-lying lands, but also the drainage chan-
nels and the aquifer recharge areas, so that the
reallocation can happen at the correct sites. The
Collector can then choose an appropriate loca-
tion, taking into account that the site is in prox-
imity to the place where the people earn their
livelihood. For example, you can’t move fisher-
men miles inland.”

“Our demonstration also showed that it does
not make sense to make a uniform coastal regu-
lation that within say 300 metres from the high
tide line no buildings can be constructed,” says
Prashant. “In some areas, 100 metres from the
high tide line would be sufficient as the beach
lands are high-lying; in other areas, you would
have to prescribe a distance of 1.5 kilometres
from the coast!” For cities that border the sea
such a regulation cannot be enforced.
Pondicherry has meanwhile asked for 80 crores
financial assistance from the Central
Government. continued on page 4
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AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL

The Auroville International meeting, 2005

. etween 14th — 18th January, an Auroville
International (AVI) meeting was held in
Auroville. This was the third time it had

been held here and it was, by all accounts, the
most successful so far. This was undoubtedly due
to thoughtful planning, but it also had a lot to do
with the perception of AVI members that
Auroville was at last really opening its heart to
those who live outside the community and who
work so hard for its manifestation.

The theme this year, ‘Auroville’s conscious
connection with the world’ was introduced most
profoundly in Sraddhalu’s keynote talk.
“Auroville is a consciousness, is a revolution,” he
noted. “Those of you who live elsewhere in the
world but are part of this consciousness are also
living in Auroville. What you do, the way you
live, the way you think, has its effect on the world
as if you were here, has its effect on situations
here, because you’re part of the consciousness and
for this consciousness distance doesn’t
matter...your being away from here has also an
effect on the world. Your constant contact with
your inner beliefs in life creates the kind of com-
munication, communion, by which this conscious-
ness spreads out to other hearts, other minds. You
may not speak it in so many words, you may not
even give literature, ‘Here, this is Auroville, read
about it,” but what you are, somehow, sprinkles
into their hearts and minds like a possibility for
them, a newness.”

The highlights of the 5 day meeting included a
presentation on the International Zone as an edu-
cational project by Shraddhavan, an introduction
by Raman to the planning challenges and opportu-
nities represented by Bharatipuram village (an
encroached area close to Bharat Nivas in the
International Zone), a walk around Matrimandir
led by the Matrimandir Coordination Group, an
inspiring talk on environmental studies by Joss,
presentations on formal and informal education

initiatives, and a traditional south Indian
lunch followed by a cultural performance
at Mohanam Cultural Centre. For the first
time there was also an opportunity within
the programme for AVI members to meet
with visitors to Auroville and explain their
work to them.

And, of course, there was the ‘busi-
ness’ end of the meeting. One of the knotty
issues this year concerned decision-making
in the International Zone. During the last
AVI meeting in Auroville two years ago,
an agreement was reached that the
International Zone group would be
expanded to include representatives of
pavilion groups living outside Auroville.
However, it was never decided exactly
how decisions regarding the adoption of
projects in the International Zone would be
arrived at, and this led to some AVI mem-
bers feeling that their input was being
ignored or rejected without proper consul-
tation. After several intense discussions
between Aurovilian International Zone
members and members of AVI, it was
agreed that one key was improving com-
munication between residents and those
living outside Auroville. This could be done
through conference calls and by each national
pavilion group located outside designating a mem-
ber of the International Zone group in Auroville to
be their contact and information channel. (On the
wider level, it was agreed to improve Auroville-
AVI communication by creating an expanded
team of three Aurovilians - Kathy, Tine and Lela
—as AVI representatives.)

During this meeting the AVI Board, which
had reached the end of its tenure, stood down and
a new, expanded one was elected. This was not
without its difficulties. Indeed, one of the hon-
orary Aurovilian Board members noted with dis-

may that the process was becoming politicized
and that the traditional AVI spirit of fraternity was
in danger of being superseded by narrower inter-
ests. However, on the final evening in the Unity
Pavilion differences were submerged as attendees
spoke movingly of the ‘gifts’ they had received
over the past few days. These included a renewed
sense of family and of ‘coming home’, and a feel-

" ing that Auroville now is both a more dynamic and

compassionate, welcoming society than they
remembered from their last visit.

The members of AVI should not undervalue
their own contribution to this. For in their extraor-

One of the meetings of Auroville International in the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture

dinary dedication to realizing Mother’s Dream
under often adverse circumstances, they are a
source of inspiration, even wonder, to many
Aurovilians. As Sraddhalu noted, their contribu-
tion, wherever and however it is made, is indissol-
ubly part of the special force field which is
Auroville. At the same time, as Soleil and
Wolfgang among others pointed out, it’s impor-
tant for Aurovilians to remember that the evolu-
tionary movement is now a world movement:
while it may take many different forms and guises,
the spirit underlying it is one. .
Alan
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The ideal of Auroville

Extracts from a talk given by Sraddhalu Ranade, on the occasion of the
opening session of the Auroville International meeting, in Auroville.

he ideal of Auroville, the real-
I ity that it manifests, has been
in existence ever since the
universe was born. It has waited
through many billions of years. And
every time that it seemed as if the idea
might lose its hold on the possibility
of manifesting itself, the divine has
precipitated it upon earth even when
circumstances were not ready — sim-
ply to keep that ideal alive. You all
know of Mother’s reference to an
attempt in Egypt, which was ahead of
its time, which was in between, but it
had to be done to keep the ideal alive.
" And people were drawn to it, were
aligned to that ideal. They had come
together for that purpose, and had to
pass through the pain of the failure of
the ideal.

Mother observed once that every-
one who has come here, be it in
Ashram, be it in Auroville, everyone
who has come here, has been brought
here because they were promised,

long ago, that when the time came for °

the fulfilment of the ideal they would
be given a chance. All of us have been
brought here. We do not remember it,
but something deep in our hearts
knows. When we ask ourselves why
we came to Auroville, we probably
will find no rational reason, or per-
“haps a chance event, but the event
was only a trigger to bring forward
something which knew. And even
now it’s that thing that knows, that
keeps us here, and that makes us
struggle against the odds. It’s that
promise that the divine has kept with
us. The time has come for that fulfil-
ment. The whole of evolution has
waited for this moment. The human

age is about to dawn. And here a

nucleus, a seed, has been estab-
lished...

But why now? Why not earlier,
why not later? And again we find that
there was a great preparation before
Auroville could be established. The
Sri Aurobindo Ashram was estab-

lished first. And there, in the concen-
trated atmosphere, a space has been
created in the consciousness where
the supramental consciousness could
descent and commit to physical mat-
ter. In that concentrated space, once
that link was established, and the
supramental manifested on earth, it
was then possible to work on
Auroville. :

It still took the Mother a decade
before that possibility could be organ-
ised in external circumstances, the
right people found to build the city of
the new age, the catalyst, the seed of
the sweetness of the future, and then
the location, which had been prepared
over thousands of years.

The new age is not to be built
from existing forms, it has to be built
from scratch, from its very foundation
up, so only barren land would do.
And you have to begin by planting
trees, and to begin with changing the
climate, you have to begin by bring-
ing the water, without a single rupee,
you have to gather all from scratch.
And what will you create, where will

‘people live, what kinds of houses?

Nothing of the old is to be working,
every step is new on earth, newly per-
ceived, newly created. The first
school established here, Mother
names it ‘Last School’. The end of a
mind-set, the beginning of a new line
of development.

Then, the time came for
Matrimandir to be made. You will
recall, someone cycling through had a
vision of the Matrimandir and reiter-
ated it to the Mother. Thus far she did
not know, but the fact that it was
received by a human being was an
indication that the time had come for
its foundation. That thing waiting had
managed to touch the mind of a
human being. And the work began
soon hereafter.

Each individual here represents a
focal point of humanity’s aspiration.
And therefore, every problem one

sees here is also a problem that
humanity has to resolve, after it can
be done here. So even if you come
with the best of intentions, with the
clearest of consciousness, the fact that
we come for this purpose makes us a
representative of humanity and those
problems will manifest around us,
whether we like it or not. Because
that is precisely the role Auroville has
to play. The problems in Auroville
seem to be ever exaggerated because
they must be solved in the most
intense condition. It doesn’t help
when the problem is solved when it is
not intense. If you look from this per-
spective at the problems in Auroville
you may wonder “Is it worth living in
a space where all problems are going
to be in the most extreme?” But that’s
the fulfilment, the challenge, the
adventure that our souls have chosen.
And those very extreme problems can
be resolved here because the base of
this entire project is the spiritual con-
sciousness; it is the supramental con-
sciousness of unity.

And yet, in our first efforts, as
human beings, we have to pass
through a few layers in between. So
we will try to solve our problems by
rules and regulations, by compulsion,
by imposition, by conflict, discussion,
strategy, and we will have to exhaust
those possibilities. We have to come
to a point where we feel, “I just can’t
solve it”, and that’s where one will
turn to something else, to someone
else to solve it. -As long as I think that
I can do it, it doesn’t work. When I
give up, and ask for some help then I
find that, miraculously, the situation

will be solved; it will change and re-

cast itself. And immediately after that
happens, I fall back into my old ways
and illusions, I start believing in
myself again. But after this kind of
thing repeatedly occurs, I learn to
attune myself to this inner way and
when enough of us can be conscious
of this attunement, then even within
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Sracddhalu Ranade

Auroville this crystallisation of that
truth in concrete physical form will
take root. And I find new possibilities
constantly emerging, in the struggle
for the new consciousness to keep its
grip on matter. It’s happening here.
And in the light of Auroville...
how do we relate to each other, how
do we greet each other, how do we
relate to nature, how do we organise
the layout of the township? It is,
again, new forms that have to be
found, it is a continual adventure
where even the divine does not give
you a pre-set form. It’s not as if the
divine doesn’t have a concrete plan, a
master plan which we just have to
look at and copy its features. The
truth which is manifesting in space
and time casts itself into form, and its
form changes constantly until it
comes to the point where it can settle.
In the first shock of that contact there
is a resistance from matter, and again
the truth has to change its form,

mould itself to the needs in reference

to the capacity of matter to receive it.
If we are conscious instruments and
help it to manifest, it can mould itself
more easily. If there’s resistance, it
needs to draw back and come back in
a modified form. So there is no form
that is pre-set, and our task is to dis-
cover the new forms and the seed to
unfoldment. A form created, tried out,

ten years ago, and partly successfull,
is not necessarily the same form that
is needed now.

“Auroville is a field”, Sonia Dyne
said earlier. It is a field in which the
concentration of that consciousness
has been projected upon earth. The
fact that we live here, the fact that we
struggle here, automatically “ripples
out” the results of our efforts around
humanity. :

These last few years one can see
the ideal of human unity concretely
taking form on a vast level in the
mind of humanity. The worldwide
response to the tsunami relief is an
example of that. Many simply took
the first plane to come and see how
they could help, there’s no compari-
son with that. This has never before
happened in human history.

We're at a transition period in
human history. And the divine
promised us the chance to be part of
the fulfilment of this ideal. Let us
keep this big picture in mind when
over the next few days we discuss
plans, problems, initiatives, strate-
gies. It is not what we plan, what
solutions we strategise, that will mat-
ter. That’s not Auroville. It’s the con-
sciousness with which we approach
the problem, the consciousness with
which we stick to the solution. That’s
Auroville.

2 Auroville Today February 2005
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Perspectives on Auroville International
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Sonia Dyne, left, in discussion with

Sonia Dyne, Chairperson of AV International

Aurovilians to come to us with
their projects, to involve us and
tell us how we can help. This is
an open invitation: use us, we
are here!

Over the past year it
seemed that the AVI organiza-
tion was facing serious internal
difficulties. Do you feel the
organization is on a more sta-
ble footing now?

Clearly, the first thing we
have to achieve is unity among
ourselves, and definitely a
beginning has been made in
this. While differences remain,
people have seen that we need

Mia Berden from AVI The Netherlands T T o e other

uroville Today: You came to
Auroville for the last AVI

meeting two years ago. Was
it different this time?

Sonia Dyne: Oh, yes. Last time
we felt we were rather talking to our-
selves, but this time Auroville was
incredibly welcoming towards us.

What were the main objectives
AVI wanted to fulfil in this meeting?

We wanted to get the maximum
exposure to Auroville, to have a better
contact with Aurovilians and to let
them know we are working for them
in the world outside. We also wanted
to know from them how they perceive
our role.

How do Aurovilians perceive
AVI?

I’m still not very clear about this.
However, we are clear what we want
to be and do, and that includes spot-
lighting for the larger world the many
important things that are happening
here. Auroville has so much to offer,
it is a leader in many fields like value-
oriented education, body awareness
and innovative dentistry (I think that
what Jacques has discovered about
teaching complex skills in rural areas
can have many important applica-
tions). We’ve also been inspired by

what we’ve seen in the wonderful -

evergreen forest and in the outreach
programmes in the villages. Now the
world has to know about these things.

Some Aurovilians still seem to
Jfeel that the only utility of the AVI
organization is to raise funds for
Auroville. Does this cause resent-
ment among members of AVI?

No, because fund-raising had an
important role in the beginning of
Auroville and it still does. However,
we do feel frustrated because we’ve
got so much more to offer than simply
acting as fund-raisers. We’d like

better, which is a very big step for-
ward. They have also seen the need to
include more differences of opinion —
we’ve greatly expanded the member-
ship of the AVI Board — and that’s
another big step forward!

Actually, I've come to a different
insight about what human unity
means. [ always knew it wasn’t uni-
formity, but now I realize that unity is
a kind of harmony of diverse points of

view, and it is not complete unless
you have everybody singing. In other
words, I think we have to learn that

. unity is not achieved by people sitting

together and agreeing with each other.
Unity is only achieved when people
who wouldn’t normally agree with
each other work towards seeing what
they have in common rather than con-
centrating upon their differences.

Doesn’t this inclusion of more
viewpoints make your job as
Chairperson more difficult?

It certainly makes my job more
challenging, but ultimately it makes it
more satisfying, more enjoyable.

From an interview with Alan

Toby Neuman, Chairman AVI The Netherlands

‘ ‘ s it was my first time I

‘z s did not take any stand-

point. However, 1

noticed that there are big differ-

ences between AVI centres. Some

of them, for instance Germany and

the USA, are well organised, while

AVI Kazakhstan is just one person
without any organisation.

“When I look back at the pro-
gramme that was organised for us I
feel that each meeting was a special
experience, but for me the real

Toby Neuman, left, inside Mohanam cuitural centre

highlights were the contacts on a
personal level with the people: peo-
ple from other AVIs as well as
Aurovilians, as well as the people

from  the  villages  around
Auroville.”
However Toby, a Chief

Executive Officer himself, thinks
that the meeting techniques could
be improved. “Sometimes there is
no agenda, sometimes the chairper-
son takes a decision and then some-
one rises and says, ‘Yes, but...” and
the whole discus-
sion starts all
over again. There
was also a meet-
ing in which
someone invited
strangers  who
took over the
complete meet-
ing. For me this
was strange. But
we did come to
certain  conclu-
sions and resolu-
tions. So it
worked after all.”

sy

Robert Hessing

Evelyn from AVI Sweden and Julian Lines from AVl USA

Tea break during AVI discussions in the Unity Pavilion

Martin Littlewood, secretary of Auroville

International UK

uroville Today: Was this
Ayear’s AVI meeting differ-

ent from the one held in
Auroville two years ago?

Martin: Yes. Two years’ ago |
felt there was not enough participa-
tion from Auroville’s side. This time
there was much more involvement of
Aurovilians and this created a good

feeling of rapport between Auroville
and the centres. We deliberately
arranged to
meet
Aurovilians
from key
groups and in
key: positions
because we
felt if we
could cooper-
ate with peo-
ple in key
roles here
then our role
would be
enhanced.

However, Kathy from Auroville

we still need

to be seen as an independent organi-
zation, as much for Auroville’s sake
as for ours as it’s important that we
can offer an objective point of view
upon what is happening here.

Ty &

between peo-
ple here and
people living
outside.
While this is
inevitable to
a certain
extent, to
minimise it
all of us have
agreed to use
the  phone
more and to draw up basic guidelines
for email communication. Regarding
decision-making in the International
Zone, obviously the major part of the
process will happen here in
Auroville, but there’s a big wish
from the AVI centres that they par-
ticipate in some way: not because
they want to impose anything but
because they want to be partners in
the process.

Would this mean that the AVIs
would like to be involved at the con-
ceptual stage while the materializa-
tion of projects would be left to the
International Zone group here?

Yes. Ultimately, of course, any
project in the International Zone has

Martin from
AVI UK

&\

AVI Germany

with Wolfgang from.
to be approved by the APDC group.
But I’'m sure that if we create a good
partnership between the AVI centres
and the International Zone members
living here no good project will be
opposed.

AVI delegates visit Matrimandir

Before this meeting there
seemed to be some unclarity regard-
ing the role the AVI centres can
play in decision-making in the
International Zone. Has this been
clarified?

Actually a number of misunder-
standings had been created which
were totally because of lack of com-
munication or poor communication

What were
the highlights
of this meet-
ing?

Always it
is the contacts
with the peo-
ple. On the
final evening
we talked
about  being
‘bridges’, but
for me we’re
not so much
building new
bridges
between ourselves as rediscovering
them. If our connections with each
other go back over many lifetimes, if
we have worked together for the
ideal many times before, there can be
no question of separation: we are
one. So perhaps the real importance
of these meetings is to help us
become more and more conscious of
this truth. . Alan

In brief

Auroville land situ-
ation

In December 2004 land held in
trust by Auroville amounted to
935 acres (378 ha.) in the City
area and 1079 acres (415 ha.)
in the Greenbelt area. Land to
be acquired is 216 acres (87
ha.) in the City and 1700 acres
(688 ha.) in the Greenbelt.
Total estimated costs of all
lands to be acquired is Rs 25
crores or US $ 5,5 million.

Roadside lands

Land and Estate Management
have warned that commercial
development is mushrooming
along the two major access
roads to Auroville and that fur-
ther encroachment is likely.
Approximately 180 acres of
land along the access roads
need to be acquired to prevent
further detrimental develop-
ment.

Moving forward
together

A two-day workshop 'Moving
Forward Together’ was held at
Vérité. It brought together 20
long-term Aurovilians in the
hope of healing deep division
which have separated some of
them for many years, and
which, like fault-lines, ham-
pered the Auroville process.
The workshop, considered a
success by all participants, was
facilitated by Angela Morton
and Eric Franciscus, two former

long-term members of the
Findhorn Foundation in
Scotland.

Gold tiles offering

On the occasion of the New
Year, Matrimandir offered each
Aurovilian on the Master List’
over the age of 12 a gold tile. A
team worked at Matrimandir
for four years to manufacture
the 2.3 million gold tiles which
together make up the 1400
golden discs covering the
Matrimandir. Extra tiles were
made to ensure there were suf-
ficient perfect tiles for the discs.

Village health map-
ping

The Health Centre has started
an ambitious project to obtain
detailed and precise informa-
tion on the health situation in
each of the thirty villages moni-
tored by it, by compiling Village
Health Maps with the help of
Geographic Information System
system. This map will eventual-
ly contain all the factors that
directly and indirectly affect the
health of the residents and will
help to plan and monitor health
interventions and to carry out
educational and communicate
activities.

Auroville mainte-
nance

The new Economy Group is
developing criteria for people
receiving a maintenance from
Auroville and being exempt
from payment of the Rs 1,500
Central Fund contribution. It is
also developing criteria for pro-
viding children’'s maintenance
to ensure fairness and trans-
parency.

International Zone

The International Zone Group
organized a one day research
workshop on Education and the
International Zone. Part of the
discussion targeted the idea of
an International University
Centre for. Auroville, another
part discussed the International
Zone as an educational project.
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