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Our neighbours

It's a phenomenon seen all over the
world. When a place acquires a certain
level of complexity and dypamism, it
altracts not only new residents but also peo-
ple whe wish to live close by,

Auroville is no exception. Over recent
years the explosion of buildngs commg up
ot the frnges of Auroville - houses, guest-
houses and shops — confirms that, whether
we like 1l or not, a “greater Auroville’ 15
already here.

Some Aurovilians fear the worst; that
these people are coming here only to feed
off Auroville, not to give anything back.
Certainky, in the case of many of the shops
and businesses mushrooming up around us,
the commnercial motive is predominant.
Then there are those who just want to bene
fit trem all that Auwroville has achieved so
far. These live close by because of the
greenery, peace and cleanliness, or because
of the cosmopolitan nature of the commu-
nity that manifests in stimulating conversa-
tioms, cross-cultural performances, exotic
food and workshops,

Yet when duroville Today wenl out 1o
interview our neighbours, we discovened
that a surprising number of those living
around Auroville are aitracted by some-
thing deeper, by Auroville’s ideals md ‘J,
the writings and example of Mother a
Aurnbindo (*—.111|1t; have been studying them
for many years). Many of these people have
an Ashram backgronnd or have been visit-
mg Aureville for many years; many have
long-time  friendships with Aurovilians,
While they eat at Auroville restaurants o
attend our cultural events, these people arc
nod interested in just benclining, Someof
them make negular financial contnbutions.
Many of them would like a more active
exchange, to offer their skills and energy in
helping Aunowille grow.

However, some Aurovilians believe
that there 15 an essential asymmetry: that
it’s impossible not to take more than you
give if vou live in proximity to Auroville
bagt don’t commit yoursel! fully to the expe-
rience. So why don’t these people become
Aurowilians? Some tried bul, for one reason
or another, (the difficulty of finding accom-
nodation 15 ofien cited) it didn’t werk out
Many have family responsibilities, work
crreumstances or physical problems that
prevent them living here full-time, Some
fee! unwilling 1o make the large financial
commitrment necessitated by building in
Anroville i they have no way of recuperat-
ing their costs should the expenence not
work oul, (thers want to retain a certain
freedom — for example, in how they run
their busingsses — which they don’t think
possibile ifthey join Auroville.

In other words, for guite a number of
neighbours Auroville
remains @ step oo far,

This raises an interesting question
what does it mean to be called an
Aurovilian? 1s it limited to those physically
living on this plot of land of can we con-
ceive of something larger? Then again, if
fAnrovilian’ i oo precious a lemm to be
shared [reely, could there be other rels-
tions? Some of our neighbours would hike
some kind of status that recognises their
cormmitment to our ideals and their wish o
help us. Could we revive the Friends of
Auroville, albeit in a new form, for people
like thise?

O, as one of them pul i, would we pre-
fer living in an exclusive club?

o well-meaning

Aurovillie

) MAHAL
CMAVELS e

R TICKET

R NATIONOL
OMESTIC
BN TICKET
S SERVICE
|IOWVER INDIA 8

'STERN, |
UNIQN

. AUROVILLE MAIN RDA!)

Auroville's monthly news magazine since 1988

mmmaﬁa—m Foan,
PH: 044-2365 1618 / 044-2385 1819
3 Iuhllll 94440 BOG1D / 99408 27741

INDIAN

43, Bharathi Magoar, tu Cross

- Auvrovite Main Rooag, 5’
Partyamudatiyac savadt
- Wottakuppam,
Tamilnadu - 605101,

Cashing-in on Auroville? Signs on the ’ Auruwlle Main Road’ from the East Coast Road to Kuulanalal am village.

“Do not close the door to us”

Outside Edaiyanchavady village, near the Red Earth Riding School, is a new settlement belonging to a French
woman, Danielle Martheleur. There is a house, a small pool with a beautiful statue of the Buddha, and the four
acre helding is being planted out with fruit trees and flowers.

hen | first set fool in
6 ‘ thirty vears apge |
thought, “This is mv
live here and this is

where I'm poing to die."” Danielle was work
Elle magazine al the time, but every year therealler
she revisiied India

“In 1981 I came to Auroville for the first lime.
There was nothing here then but Tkept coming ,
Although [ am a Buddhbist, [love Soi Aurotindo and
have been reading him for almost thirty years. In
France 1 knew Jean Herbert, the disciple of Sn
Aurchindo who translated all his works into
French.”

In 2005 she was in Rajasthan with a s friend.
“We made an agreement that if ana of us died, the
other would put her ashes in the Ganges, Fifleen
days later my foend was killed man accident.”

Wext vear Daniellie retumed to India with her
friend’s ashes w fulfil her promise. Belore going 1o
the Cianges she stopped briefly in Avroville, *T was
in a very sensitive state, I was still in mowming for
my friend. Then auurh.nlx in the middle of tl
night, I Felt 1 must buy land in this area.”

She consulted her daughters in France, who
agreed with the idea. “1 had only five days and
everybody said it would be impossible in such a
chort time but 1 said, ‘Let’s see’. An Aurovilian
from a local village took me on his motoreycle and
showed me three pisces of land outside Auroville
that were available, Two were not interesting
when | saw this piece 1 immediately
arrived. 1 went to the Banyan tree arnd itated tor
an heur and then | knew for sure that this was my
laml.”

In fact, “Mailand® is the name she has given W
her Four acre holding. It is also the name of a 1Fan
she has sl up
veegar which is a singing yoga: you work with your

“It"s a foundation for nodopasana

vioice. Brono, an Aurovilian, will be working with
me. We'll have a seven day cowrse here in January,
February, and people will stay here because [ want
this t + e am inte -omal expernience. 187s nod just abowt
vour body but also vour personal sound and your
i iz pood in a natoral environ

hawit Faadin
O Techn

“In future 1 want to develop this place gradual
ly, to have a e T r-::'[umhmx_r:-. a massage
rooin, a library. I'm not interested in making it into
a husiness, [ just want to cultivate the art of living
I'm 62 now, I’
feel good w ill'l ever w-'"|1|r"'
with o

]}-.I she ever L-;‘:-I'L‘-IJLF |n|l1'

ve wirked hard and now [ want o
-uLd to share this feeling

v Anroville? “1
k if I'd come at the beginnming of Aurgville ]
d have been an Aurovilian because [ like pio-
1, | like creating things rom seratch. When [
came to this plot of land there was nothing, so |
could be creative, unl
62 vears old, here [ fi

“The other reason [ don’t want to be an
15€ 1 have two daughiers and |
ve them something, 1o leave them some-
I’m here because | like many, many
things about Auroville — the ideals, the cultural

that it is 5o cosmaopolitan.

“My Triends who, like me, live near bul are not
Aurovilians, are all here beeanse of Auroville. We
‘Aurohien’ “Auroville-well”
and we wish Auroville well. We say ‘thank you® to
the Aurovilians for everything vou have done; you
h e made a garden out ol no If ng and i’s wonder-
il -:.h..n-. open yvour minds and heards o us
use we are here to h elp you grow. We are not
interested from Auroville, which 5 a
suspicion [ somelimes see in the
Avrovilians wha don”

“Do not close the door to people like us
n Auroville

in France, In France 1 am

115 bec

sHY W are WEane

m r-."""'l“
eves of
1 RNOW L5,

because

would become a kind of

Danielle Martheleur

cliub, which is not what Mother wanted. Auroville
should be like a heart, expanding and expanding to
inchude all those who love it Everything 15 inter-
connected and Auraville shoulkd leam from every-
thing that is happening in the world. Sa my place 1s
always open to Aurovilians; we can have dinners
together, enjoy cultural events, we can talk about
Mother and Sri Aurobindo.”

MNext month Dandelle fies back to Pans, where
she and her friends will attend the UNESCO event
marking 40 years of Auroville, “When T return to
Edaivanchavadi this winter, we will put on a con-
cerd and everybody will be invited. 10°s crazy to
remain separate. We must share what we knew and
what is good for us, for that’s the way we grow.”

Al
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~do not belong

‘Turiya' is the name in rose wood letters on the wooden gate that
Madras road. It is home to André Viozat, a Frenchman who came to

‘ A crually, that™s not canet.” he conrects, =1 do

‘ £ not really feel [ helong wa India or France or

even e Auroville. Tdo not “belong” 1w any-

thing. ot have a seft comer for Aurowville,

. weamd whenever have some money, | send i

to the Matrimandir, Yes, you could say 1 el close to Auroville. Al

For these who will understand, Tam net a businessoan either, ™ He

hroks at me with piercing blue eves, ared baselall cap worn back-
wards om his head. Meel Anchié Vil

Huw hee came 1o India, he savs, is a0 stome too long to tell. °1 was
never fally satsfiad with the West
thing", From a very young age omwands. When Daas 20, 1Tdid my civil
service i Lacs lenching mathematios instead of the compulsory mils
Lary service. On the way back o Prance Dimet Piere Legrand who old
e bt S0 Agrobindo, The Mother, Aurowille and 7
Ciaisciniews ol Satprom, which he more o less pressed ppon me, 1
wars nol all that interested, even feltirmitated with sentences like “all s
inall™. bt started o read it oot of paliteness it was the urming peint.
[l Bk went with e to Adrica, whene Taoght math for another e
wears. And Lstarted imbibing S Aorobizdo, ARer that pericd [wiote
s Satprem. asking what Teould do for Auroville. He gave my letter 10
Vineenze, wha sent me a long list of materials w0 he brought s
Auroville, which bl just started veo vears before, | booght all what |
ciomnll, and then Jean Povgaultand 1 drove two vans trough [, rn,
Adighanistan and Pakistan into India. It was a remarkable experience.
W passed through the border in Decernber 19700 Few diys Tater it
wits clizsed, The war hetween India and Pakistan hadd stared.

TWe fmded in Averoville in January 71 — a0 was raining cats
and dogs, We asked for o room — ne roem was available, We had
conne with Rs 25 lakhs of materials, we had expected o kit of a wel-
come, There was none! We decided 10 continue to sleep i the van
for the neat months

“Aureville was fascimning in those early davs. Soon [ po
invislvaed in blding the new hexagonal Aspirtion huts, onder Piero’s
daily cuidance. Thers were already some small hues, and the Toonda-
s for a hexagonal “superbut” had been Tadd, But because of sonne
lnanvial scam, the wark o stopped. Shyam Sunder accepted my
atfer ey construet the new huts, and i less than a vear and under hall
the budget, 1 finished Gve double buts. The finst one, of course, was
oveupied by fean and me. B D dide’t engos 3t for long, Jean ot him-
sella girlfriend and needed more space. Agzain [was without a roal,

“Bw this time § had started Lo work in Fraternity: the water tank
becarme my bed, the starry sky my roof? Shvam Sunder wanted me
Lk continue constinetion work, bal amoengst the materials we had
hranglit was a kit to make an electronic vresn, As electronics was
my second passion, [asked Tor permmssion o quil constroction o
linish the grean, [Ewas retfused. | then applicd 1o Mother, Actuully,
Unever received a rephy inowriting, but it was understoed that
Muother had accepted my proposad and that | would now star an
electronics unit. 1 findshed the organ. a buge thing, which went
atraight 1o the Ashran musiezan Sunit-d: He truly masiered it and
Far proud that all the recorded music from that tme 1972 1975
wits played on my organ - 1 personally feel that it may have Been
e best music Sunil ever dicd

A problene ol the me in Awesitle wis the searcity of food. |
wigs given one cup of milk per neal. whicl was my staple diee, and |
coukdn’t go back for another one, As §am 2 worker by nature, | L2l
this ratiening of sos a litde frustrating. | decided to start a pouliey
farm, next o my work, at least 1 would get some egos! 1 went to
Savajata, whe readily agreed o release Ha 1000,

[ was always looking for “some

Iifvenstene of
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André Yiozat

“These were besy days, You could say that [ osed o give all af
me o Awrovilie, Early momings stared for foundation work at the
Matrirmandin, Then Teveled to Pondicherry 1o teach math at the 1 vede
Frangais  to fimmes the new clectronic unit — and in the aftemoons |
wonld retum w Fraternity o owaork in the workshop, At that time, there
wore no tor roads, so Dwas alwava covered in dict and sweal when |
armived ab the college and Loer in Proemity. [n between, | maraped
the pealtry frme and il @ solar pomp in Fraternity with Dr
Chamanlal Gupta, o project funded by the Union povermment, |
wirrked non-stop froem o, wowell alier 10 pm

“When e oogan was Brished 1 realised that [shoold do some-
thosg 1o make soame money. After sometime of making clectronic
mamdeets including a wonderiul metronome, Vincenso advised that |
abwoule make o measaring machine for animal hides, Many people
India were importing and exporting leather, and the measuring of it
pave problems. | parinered with Kalva, whom | pulled Tram thy
ashram school. We atamed Aproelectramios, as o ounil of the S
Awabinde Sociely. and we slowiy developed a leather-mensuning
machine. But it was a dilTicolt star. We wif with Indian faws
anchwith import Heences. You coulin L do anything without prier per
imisaion o the woverumeni, and o was almost rpossible ar
only threugh pavmen of 250% doty. 1 had oo w Coddaloee,
Tindivanam, Villupuram, Madras - and every tme 1 gor smuck
because Teould not sz the documents as the it belonged wo the S
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Where our neighbours five:
Mailand - Danielle Martheleur
Dayakara - Marion Courtine
Turiya - André Viozat

Bike shop - Kumar & Parvati
Le Safeil - Rohit Arya

Inner Peace - Ingrid Tayde

* Franck & Laurence

7ﬂepus

Auraville
Main Road [

2 private estate on the road from Edaiyvanchavadi to the old
38 years ago and who now feels more tndian than Western.

Aurobinds Sociery, T went o Navajata and requested him o give e
my independence. He got the committee together, aned they passed a
reselulion that dereaelecreanios would be separated trom the Socivry,
and the assets and labilities trensterred, which practically armonnted
tiveero, That was in 1976, We were on our owen, 16 s due 1o this reso
lution that frgarics wis nover laken over by the Tndian
Crovermrent and never became part of the Avroville Foundation,

“While dwroelecrronics was wnolvad i electronics. another unit
of the Sn Adrchindo Sactery, Towjones Aliesc, headed by Vineenzo,
wias dotng tw mechanical work, They worked from a kect-rooted
shed in Aspiration. Chne day, in March 1972 00 west up in lames,
zoul watho il most of the tonls 1 had brought from Frarce. The shed
bumt Bke o torch, The shy was dark red.

There was aiso a severe cyclone around that thine., [n both cases
we felt ithal wlverse forees were at work. Mother scolded us thar it
was due o oue lack of sincerity and of real aspiration for the Diving
that such thiegs were happening. These messares woere addressed to
all of us and were taken serously thongh Teoold never Gnd what 1,
persomally, had done wrong!

“Lake mast Aurovilions, [ had hardly aoy physicat contact with
The Mother. 1thappenad only once, on my birthday in 1972 To be
frank [1elt shy sitting at Her feet. Then She put Her hands on oy
head. and She gave me flowers. | el guite awlhward holding this
houguet. 3 dide’t quite understand The Mother ar that time, 145 only
recenily that ve started o prow mone intimate with her, Defore, [
falt elose o S1i Aurobindo only,

“Aurocfeeiomicy pave birth g
e Kalva. together with UL developed an interest in comput
ers and at sone time or their request, we separated wmnicably, 1 had
meanwhile sel up a manufacturing unit in one of Pondichery’s
mustrial cstales o produce the leather measoring machine, with
cood standards.

“Gradually, Avroclecronios expanded. We desimmed more nakero-
orocessor hased machizes, The nmost successtul 15 a seven won 30 metre
long sutomatic plant W sprav paet leather, We sell it in Indiz.
Bianpladesh, and i some A LeanmiTies. By now, we ve sold abo
LA measunrye mackines, spd over 630 spravers. Our machines must
have saved Inchia more than T30 mthion dallars i impons, and allosed
leather-finishing wnits to set up shop at halfthe cost.

"My latest baby — 1 owe the initial idea to Sibvio who passed
awiy soone yesrs ago 18 Jwadon, This unit manufacnares power-
fir high concentration oeone generators. The oeone gas 15 used o
climinate pellution and clean the hazardous sludge produced by dye-
g Tactories in Timpur and Perundurai. 1 expect this unit o grow
fast Mow we are building o factory 1o mass-produce this machine,

“Ower the years, my work carme e aceupy me completety and
my invalvement witl the building of Aureville diminished. Inthe
early days of Avroville | attended & few political meetings but
soon realised this was not my cup oftea, | om 2 worker, intenested
in practical results, with an ablergy tor politics. | have been striv
ing for 40 years Lo work efficiently, ver withow the desire for the
fruit. 1= my only ohjective actually, But [ don’t feel that | ever
wenl “wway” rone Auroville, Frrdva™s 14 acres are in Auroville's
greenhelt and 1Mve cone my pan towards greerwork
plmted a few thoussands trees, 1 rhink,

CMe Ddon™t belong — [ don™t want 1o beloag”. Bt | have
my own soft spor for Adsoville Dhave faitk i our “ldeal” and in
the "Traject’. | goess | never really ended my ald love afTair
with anarchy™,

Ykl

1o offsprings. One was

[T

I have

T corversation with Carel
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The ‘Road’

Twenty five years ago the road
from Kuilapalayam meandered
down to the 'Beach Road' through
a sandy gully. One night, the resi-
dents of Kuilapalayam hacked a
new straight path from their vil-
lage through the fields down to
the main road. With this, a new
roadside community sprung into
existence, based mainly on sea-
sonal tourism.

ntil Jast vear there
two accidents a day on the road. It
was g mass of pot-holes and very
dangerous, but now it has
resurfaced.  However, heaps of
buikler’s sand and rubble are dumped on the
roadside and goats and dogs love 1o lie on s
warm smooth surface, oblivious o the traffic
hurtling hy.
At the Kuilapalayam end, the road begins
e, suping, highly-coloured
eoddess opposite a busy bike repair workshop.
As you turn into the road, the first building you
ee has completely collapsed. I1 has seen a suc
cession of failed businesses, the last being a
Tibetan restaurant. The St a men’s
hairdressers, has sprung up next door, one of
thiee barber shops on the road. And another bike
repair shop next door.

Was 00 ; I"\'L'I'-.'Z:._-',_L'_.

been

with a shrine and a hug

.\-Lj.n.'r.l.",l_,

Many small businesses dot the road

Across the road from Last School is dwre
Uidyos Memedela, a carpentry shop where a dozen
men sit eross-legged on the ground, sawing and
harmmering. The place never seems to close; in
the middle of the might, figures can be seen work
ing chiselling away in the gloom.

In the ficld hebind, half a dozen houses are
being rapidly buili. They are all substantial; one
is four storevs high, and when it is completed it is
rumoured it will sell or 20 lakhs (LTS 543 5000

he road 15 now a microcosm of modern
India, and in many ways it is not a preity picture.
Raju, who was born here, told me of his experi-
“There has been a tremendous change

LNECS,

here, especially in last five years. The price of

tand has increased hugely and the real estate men
are moving in fast. Ten vears ago, my plot here
cost one lakh mapees (Rs. 100,000) and now i is
going for six. People are buying a plot then sell
ing it again after 3 months for a profic My
uncle D00 rupees five vears ago and
he just sold it For nine lakhs.
did not koow how many zeros there are in 2 crore
(Ths, 10,000, D0
many Families and created stress and greed.

“Cn my little strect three forcigners have
built howses, aml the rest are owned by people
from Pondicherry who want a quicter lifestvle as
cand pollui-
ed. We village people have nothing in common
with either of thes

’s plot cost 23,
This 15 a man who

Fondicherry is becoming more noisy

e two groups, vet have to hive
very close to them, and we often have trouble,
For example, they complain about our early
marning temple music and our lood festivals, and
that we do not keep the sireet clean. They do not
understand that these are our ways and we were

This has upset the balance of

“MﬂINTHEME:

DUR NEIGHBDURS

statue of perwaw aAmman in Kuilapalayarm on the Auroville Main Road.

here first and they should adapt to us. Just
because an Indian family from Pondicherry paid
24 lakhs for a small two bedroom house does nol
hour.™

un their businesses on

mean that he cwns me, his poor neigh

Many Aurovilians oo T
the road. Deepam Condles 1s ron by Aurovi
Murugan who was educated at New Creation
School and tasght potery by Chostine, a German
lady whe helped many Tamil bovs. He taught
pottery at New Creation School for thirt
vears, belore opening this candle shop with his
1 K Ilu He emplovs fourteen women from the
“Things are

L]

» peiting difficult,” he says.

“In 1h-, last 3 months the price of wax, which |= 1
petroleum by-product, has risen |

The Urity Taxi & ¢ 15 another
Auroville unit run by Krishna, alsoe edu-
caied in New Creation School. He h
just started a taxi-share sch
would eventually like
vide a free. taxi
Auroviligns,

MNext to the Taxi Service 18 Rifual
Tatroo, a smarly-pamted shop run by
French man from Pondicherry, who does
tatteos for “girls from Ban
cigners”, Next door is 56 etfe,  bean-
ty parleur run by Ajanta Ganguly
came from Chennai. “T felt a strong pall
to come here,” says Ajanta. “Although 1
am a Christian, T have a decp affection
for the Mother. T feel Tam doing service
thromgh my work, and [ get
involved m the focal community. [ do
wish Aurowvilians would support me
more. Most people just speed past on
their way to the East Coast Road, In
would be nice if we could somehow be

FH Y

me and
1 be able to pro-

service to elderly

lore and for

here

MOe sraled.”

A little further down on the
neatly painted  sign says
Workinge with Voluiteers in fnd

dmeidi (which means “peace’ In Ta
house is mn by Camille, an ex-
Aurovilian from Holland, and Jansi, his
Tarml wife.

Camille came to Auroville in 1993,
loved it, and even became a Newcomer.
But unfortunately his mother in Holland became
seriously i, 5o he returned lor three years o care
for her. When he came back he had to begin his
Neweomer period  again,
unfair, He went to live down at Quiet, but in
1996, he moved to Pondicherry. He then marmied
a Tamil girl and returned to
Holland, but realized he ceuld
never live there again as he felt
he had changed too much. The
family came back and started a
guest house, the only
could think ¢f 1 make money,

Ihen & Dutch orgamzation,

o, which st

which he felt was

way he

Jo ands volunte
South India, n
this area, and he ssemed the per-
NOW  a1T;
work for Dutch vel
schools, orphanages, farms, and
they slay in his guest house, He
takes them on “exposure’ days to
Auroville and sometimes thes
eat there and buy bread at
bakery, He is full of adun
for Auroville but feels he needs
the antonomy o ran s owne
and business, especially as he has
a young family.

Another
Cordeha

fect person. He

unleers in

lile

family is
and Giorgie who run
Cordelia (ems, a spacious shop
selling jewellery and crystals
near the main road. Cordelia is
from Malaysia, from
[taly. They originally came here

sich

o o
Giorzio

Join

y join Auroville, but found they could not sup-
port themselves financially for two years as
Newcomers, so they had to start up a business
nearby, They plan to take over a delunct pizsenia
eate a good [talian restaurant there.

There are two Tibetan restaurants on the
road, and yet another one above Yoga Travels.
The Lhasa Tibetan restaurant is like stepping into
a Tibetan community,
with  brightlv-coloured
praver flags and a large
piciure of [Lhasa and the
Dalai Lama on the wall.
Aurovilian Dorg
preparing lunches after
J0am breakfast
shift up the road at the
“Tea Hl.nn Café® by the
Al le bakery. She
lives in L‘,h.u-_eh: COll-
munity and is one of the
eneration  of
Tibetans who were
born in India. “Tibetan

el

(==

her 6 —

ays

nine they are faugh
how to cook, sew, and
; That is why we

starl these restauranis in
Auroville, Tt 15 also a
way of financially sup-
porting  the  Tibetan
Pavilion.™

Many Westerners
live in the little streets
behind the main road. They rent houses from
Tamils, most of whom would ideally like to
Auroville, but the reasons thev usually
give for nol joining is they cannet support
over their year and,
no howsing, “We are not allowed (o stay

themselves Mewconmer

there

in Auroville if we have no house, so we have to
rent down here,”
A rough survey sugpested there

abhout 7

must be

10 private guesthouses in this arca, of v
. There are more and more each
15 Iru .gl people quickly convert & room to host a
tounst. However, the period from
December to March, there are not cnough guests
o 13l the rooms. Many of the gunesthopses use the
prefix “Aurd’ in their name, and guests mistaken
Iv think they have a connection with Auroville

vedr

except for

Beautician-entrepranaur Ajanta Ganguly

andl therelore must be of a certain standard.

Mow the first estate agent has popped up
along on (he road with an impressive sign that
reads Fastman Real Estate with his Cheonan tele-
phone number and webe site address listed. The
laaly i Suenshine Postery next door says she could
zet in touch with him and he would come from
Chennai right away if one wished to buy land.

Down the end of the
road is the Third Eye
restaurant  run h‘}r an
Indian couple which has
branched out into a tours
and travel shop, the third
travel agency on this
strip. Mext o it is a
‘Ticwveles and Scooters
for Ment’, the fourth [
counted. The second “Arn
CGallery”, with the arist
itting hopefully cutside,
is next door. Two pottery
shops  compete  for
ceramic purchases, as do
the assortment of grocery
shops for one's cooking
needs,

The Kerala
Centre has
been given a fresh coat
of paint, and an authen-
tic-looking koeralite
gentleman in an orange
lungi comes and hands
out glossy  brochures
There are impressive
pictures in full colour of
how one could look after a five week treatmemn
Ther
charges for a massage seem tather high, 500
rupees, but then he is from Kerala, and hoping
to attract tourists, An equally la
establishment is just up the road, so the anpu-
tition is keen.

From the Fast Coast Road Auroville
well-hidden. The only indication iz a batiered
vellow sign which points vaguely in its direc
tion and says “Auroville . Nea
it a giant pizza advertisement guarantees 50%
More Lopping.

Things change very quickly on this road.
And as Raju says, “It will soon be like a
Pondichuery street.”

Avurveda

of pancha karma using pallons of odl.

ayurvedic

B kilometres™

Thiarnne

The entry to Auraville from the East Coast Read
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The Matrimandir crane

Like a crouching tiger, the new Matrimandir crane is hidden on top of the Matrimandir,

The crane mounted an top of the Matrimandir

ow does one ¢lean the

The brief was that the crane

also have to be raised as onlv from
that position could the telescopic arm
maove outward, Tt had to be able 1o
rotate 360 degrees, and at maximum
extension, be able to bear a load of

calculated at a staggering 12 tons. A
thorough  engineering analysis  of
Matrimandic’s structure followed o
confirm that the building could with-
stand the stresses that the crane would
place on it while lifting half a ton.
Then the order was placed, and in
Februasry 2007 the crane arrived in
various parts in Auroville,

The most impressive was the
almast 3 ton base plate. “We had long
discussions aboul how to get it up,”
says Gilles, one of the Matrimandiss
‘W conldn’t hire another
crang to do the job, a5 none exists in
this area whose arm can reach over the
petals. Morcover, such a crane would
damage the pathways. Finally we built
a steep slope of scaflolding, up which
the pieces could be winched by hand.”
The higgest hand-winch available was
positioned on fop of the Matrimandir,
and with four peaple cranking on cach
side of the winch handle, the lifting
began,

The winch was strained to its very
limit. The winch body
to flex and
deform with each tum
of the drum
Another winch was
added. Afler hours of
nail-hiting tension, the
piece arnved on top of
the scaffolding and the
team heaved a sigh of
relief. The other pieces
slowly followed and
then the crane was
gradually  assembled.

execitives

WAE seen

wingh

putside of the  should be invisible when net in use, so

Matrimandir? Ihis  that the beauty of the building would

question. was solved oot be marred.

about five years ago Three German finms worked out
when it was decided 10 pesition 2 the technical details. In view of
foldable crame on top of the  Awroville's weather, the crane had to
Matrimandir, ke made of stainless steel. It would

By the end of July
2008, the work was
ready and the crane
could be used.

halt a ton.
When the engineering homework
was done, the weight of the crane was

“This crane is unigue. 1t is 2 real
tour de firce o mechanical, hydraolic
arel  electrical engineering,”
Vladimir, who supervised iis assem-
bly. He presses a button and, in a few
minutes, the crane rises on iis lwo
hydraulic legs. Then another set of
motors 15 activated and the four arms,
which are telescoped within each
other, glide slowly outward. Fully
extended, the arms siretch 23 meires.
From its tip, a gondola can be hung.

“From the gondela we can clean
any part of the Matrimandir to two
levels below the equator,” says
Vladimir, “It carries two peaple whao
will clean each disc with a special
soap solution and cotton cloth, The
dirt is absorbed by the cloth, it doesn’t
drop down.” The lower levels of discs
will, for the time being, be cleaned
from a mohile lightweight scaffolding
structure.

The crane’s expected lifetime is
23 years minimm,

says

Carel

Viadimir operating the controls

varam 15 tucked away in

bevond

Cranesh Bakery and Lively

Bewtigue in Kottakar. A

bild  hand-painted  sign

Announces TSvaram Musical

Instruments  Research Station”  and

another sign reads “Mohanam Musical
Instruments’,

Six keet-roofed workshops are full
of young men concentrating on sawing,
filing, and hammering. [n one hut giant
gourds are hanging up to dry, in another
atrange wooden shapes are being metic
ulously carved, in vet another, long, alu-
mininm fubes are being measured fon
wind-chimes. In a corner there is a big

- pit with piles of bamboo stacked on top
using the ventilation from underneath to
dry them. All the while, wind-chimes
nnkle fronn the trees,

the trees just

—

A bamboo workshop

three day bamboo workshop organised by the Moebanam Cultural
Centre and bamboo centre was in progress with 25 students

arranged in little groups poring over plans, and holding pieces of

bamboo steady while the other cnes nailed it fogether.,

Sundaramohan, designer from NT-Bombay who has heen working in bam
| hoo craft design for six years is ranning the course explains. “We had planned
| for 15 students but the response was so good we somehow fitted in all 25 of the
. applicants, 1t is guite labour intensive for us, We have to have men wilching

the students when they use the electric saws as they are unskilled, and we often
find many ol sur Wols are damaged as the students do not know how 1o work
carefullv with them.

“We start with a talk en bamboo, its history and tradition and the way it grows,

The students are always sarprised to know that there are 1,500 species and 130 of

them grow n India. Tribal people have always used bamboo in their agriculture
but now this knowledye is quickly being lost.

“Many architectural students are on this course as they are begiming to
realize that bamboo can be nsed in construction in many ways, Indoors it can
last for 50 years if'it is cared for; outside, because of the fluctuations in termper-
ature, only 3 or 4 years. It is excellent for checking soil erosion and the bark for
medicine and paper. Tests have shown that it is 60% more efficient than other
trees in converting carbon monoxide into oxygen”

Three students, 8 young woman from Korea, another from Spain, and 2 voung Indian
man wrestle with a leng piece of green banboo, trying o attach it to the back of a
a. “I’s heen great fin,” says the Korean. “I've never done anvthing like this
fore as [he ays been nervous of machinery but the boys have been very help-
ful. The tosls are light and easy to bandle. W have alse designed a hammock which
wiznow realize was rather ambitious.” She points o a heap of bamboo slats lying on

-
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Svaram’s latest creation: a musical soundbed

Halu, who with Aurglio founded
Svaram in 2003, explains that the
word “Svaram’ in Sanskrit means
“zonmnd” o “self-development
Ihey created the
Mohanam Cultural Centre in the vil-
lage of Alankuppam in 2001 as a
local youngsters. Balu
explains: “1 was very concerned at
the speed with which our Tamil cul-
ture was disappearing, Qur voung
boys had nothing to do in the
Evenings, some were uncmployed in
the dav, and they were becoming
hored and getting into trouble, We
found a derelict traditional house in
the village and with help from for-
eign donors create tiful space
for teaching skills and education for
people. We wanted 1o
have a place where the young men
could be taught traditional skills and
given vocational fraimir and as
Aurelio was deeply involved in

through the voice®,

centre for

WYNEAS ASILHNOD QLOH

1 b

aur you

the ground that don’t quite seem to match . “Buor T am leaming a lot and it is enjoy-
able, I am told our work will be in an exhibition in Auroville next October so thal
will be very excifing!™

“This is our 7th workshop,” says Sundaramoban. “QOur last three-day
course was for architects from Bombay and they found it very valuable, Our
aim is eventually to have an International Training Centre here where people
from all over the world can come and learn, The Auroville Bamboo Research
Centre focuses on creating awareness ahout bamboo and promotes eeological
education in Auroville and the local villages,

anna
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At work at the bamboo woarkshop

music it seemed logical fo create
Svaram it now frains about 23 young
men  in making
ments.”

A sudden gust of wind makes a
grant silver wind-chime ring from a
branch 30 feel up in a bodhi tree;
underngath, 2 keet hut showroom is
an Aladdin’s cave of familiar and
exofic musical Ihere
are neat shelves of ocarinas, fTutes,
xylophones, and the strange looking
LT Eillip and kedikoddipoi, A very
nicelv-produced catalogue displays
an impressive range of their prod-
ucts. The wind chimes alone are
available in seventeen different types
and sizes.

A wvoung man shows their pride
and joy, a beautiful polished hlack
stone with slats carved onto its sides.
He explains that it is called a “singing
stone’. This one stands half a metre
tall, and weishs 120 kilos, Several
have already been sold in Germany,
Sguatting down beside i€, he moist-
ens his hands in a bow! of water then
begins to siroke the stone, A beauti-
ful, singing, cosmic sound flaws
from it.

Suresh Adi, an 18 year old boy
from the village of Annai Nag:
cross-legeed on the ground streteh-
ing a camel skin 1o fit a huge drm.
His English is not very good, and as
he is shy an older man translates for
him. Suresh dropped oul of schoal in
L0th grade, like many boys of his
age. Luckily, he knew someone who
tokl kim that Svaram was locking for
trainees, 5o he applied 1o become a
craltsman in drum-making. PR had
alwavs Joved music, and at
Mohanam Cultural Centre plays the
drum in a troupe. He loves music
from the movies and the popular
songs, but since he has been here, he
has started to ‘open his ears wide’
angd learn to listen in a diffe
His family is proud of him, he says,
even though they are poor and so far
he only gets a student wage, Suresh,
like many village boys, have had
their lives changed by the training
and inspiration they receive in
Svaram and similar Auroville units.

igtrnpne

musical  instru-

Instruments,

sits

ent wiay.




'BOOK REVIEW :

Th

owledge Society:'

toward gen . stainabi ity

A new book by Mark Luyckx Ghisi, member of the International Advisory Council,
was recently launched at a function in Auroville.

—to. Knowledre  Sociens
Toverred AT KIST-
ahifity takes 45 i promise
thant the present cconomi,
industrial and political sys

tem 15 in crisis because, through is

emphasts upen quantitative growth and

tangible assets, it s

plnet. For the lirst time humanity is

conironted with the possibility ot col-
lective death. Bur Mare has zood
news, “We possess the economic and
political waels o seer the world
towards genuine sustainability. . we
already have the political and econaem-

1 structires e allow us to tackle the

challemges ol the 215t centusy.”

Maze believes that we zre at a tran-
sition pent, on he threshakl o moving
fronn o medern industral society into a
transmodern “knowledpe society”. A
rnowledee society, as he delines i, s
Pased upen the exchange of high quali
ty mbirmation mather than o poods,
Thos imakes it totally compatible with
penine sustainability”™, Sharing infor-
muation 15 unhike radimg geods becanse
whereas  the latter works  through
exchange, knowledge ondy acereles,
“The mewe 1 share ntermation and
knowledee, the more 1 receive in

destroving the

return.” I the knowledge soctety, the
brain Secomes the key toal of produc
b and human creanviiy, enhanced
and shared through networking, s the
ey b success,

According to Marc. the transition to
the moowledge so

ety will happen in
o wavs, Firstly, we will be torced o
change by seriogs eoonomic and polii-
cal crses. Secondlv. individuals will
change the desp values

Here Mare points fo the

i

atives”, a term eoined by the social
researcher Panl Ray for people whoe
resect the values of modern mcdustrial
society n faveur of a fitestyle which is
creative, environmentallv-sensitive and
hurmane. Accerding to Ray's rescarch,
somuething ke 24%: of Americans gqual-
ify s enlwral creatives, Anondependent
survey imitiated by the ELL pans the fig-
ure ot berween 10— 20056 in Funope,
The culmral  historian,  Amald
Towmbee, postulated thar 2 mere 3% of
the population need to change their val-
ues i oorder Sor s majer paradigm shifi
10 Lk place, so0 Marc s optizmstc that
racical change 15 on the way. [n fzet he
clmms that the knowledze society s
alrcady with us and thas 100 = 2096 of

husinessss are already eperating wholly
within the knowledge socien.

Marg alse notes a radical change in
how insimesses are waloed. Whereas

L5

hefore 4 company was judged upon
tangille assets and profits, mow the
“intangible assets”  the creativity of the
work force, the way g company assumes
cormnunny aod enyiroamental respon
sibilities ete. — become more and more
important factors i how a busimess 15
rated. Marc believes that a company”™s
profits will increasingly be the conse-
quence of is social and eilucal values.
Soowhy isn't the transiion happen
ing fuster? Mare points woa lack ot
vision at the level of polivcal leader
ship, as well s o ceneral unawarencss
ameng “cultural creatives” that they are
not alone, bt represent a powerful new
wiston of the world, This 1 one of ns
nEin purposes inownting the book,
Yo can't forge people to change their

043

CULTURE

Face what 1s already inside them.”™

I this sense, the book 15 9 call o
a positive polermic and. ke all
2, there s a made of . On the
ome hand, Mare sweeps you along with
his eathusiasm and with his unrelent-
ing opirmism hat o new world 1s
hiard. O the other hasd, s approach
15 necessanly broad-hrush, rencralised.
As o lecture-preseniation, designed Lo
lay down the kroad lines of an issue,
thiag can work. Bt as a book which con
bee read, reread and analysed, it s fess
successinl, In fact, quite o number of
Mare s key statements are unsubstanti-
ated (why, inoa knowledge society,

shouid [ assume that if [ share my spe-
ized Enewledee with someone they

wiomatically share their knowl
oo with me? Why shouold o knowl-

el

planet™ 1and ot rovss s s
nnctiy superfic
adrmssion that
about the matnfocal
preceded the ag
not prevent him n

500 i

For example, his
we ko intle

soceties wlich

e revolution does

ecoming T ¢ ImpoTtant

every day”
when hrand and .L'[‘li'.-i'.[il:.li'. T
the key v o comps

ooOvEr & e

WS SuCCess”

PUTsLE

In this sense. the

transinedernizm ™

midernism because e has experienced
therm in himsel© At the same time he
has the enthusiasm of a convert wlinch
makes him over oprimistic or, at least
uneritival, of certam rends he labels as
‘transmosiern

Stone Hill publishers are ta be con
cratulated tor publishing such a book.
I"5 & hrave and thougheprovoking call
o, AL the same T, mors g
ous editing and the provision of an
imdex (o index for 2 book on P
would  have
heelped. For, ultimately, there's a feeling
Tkt this was o bit ol rashed job. There
are many repetitions and some i
AT

Kroatedpe  Socien?)

Mewton was naol awarded
the Nabel Prize for dissipative struc-
tres! — which a pood editor should
harvee picked up.

Mare's important thesis
I comvanced, 1s momany respects spot

which.

on deserves A owiiler readersiap.
Unfor-tunately, many of the sceprics
and Cundecided” will remain uncon-
vineed becanse his analvs:s is not rigor
o enotizh,

Al
The Knowledee Sociens A4 break-

flrongely ey prennine susteinebilin

‘Faith Healer'

nly ahout sexey people wrned up tor a remarkable
prisluction by the Madras Plavers, “Faith Healer'.a
play by Braan Friel onaowet Satorday night, Towasa

privluction of inteilipence and cooperanon betw oo
acormmitted dicector and s thres actors
Although the play was set i Enzland, Walez, Scotland
and Treland and the actors aze Indian, Chennai-hased actors,
their diction in English was Mawless. Thewr ahility o cach

even tongae-twisting Welsh names showed their metieulous
atrention o detail.

e play constated of four monologues that gave very per-
sonal accounts of the lives of its three characters, Thers is the
Francis  (Frank]  Hoardy  (plaved by PO
Ramaknshna), who very occasionally heals people as o Lasth
healer; 11 15 mere the memory of the feeling of power and 1oy
whan he was suecessful that nspires him o continuee, In
between, he drowns mselt i owhisky, His wife, Gracie
[ Tehzeeh Katarty stands dogeedly by him Tor twanty years, uniil
overcoe wich despair, she commits soicide. Teddy (Karthik
Snnvasan}, theor assistant fron: Londan, hounces between the
twa,  and
keeps the show on the
road. Thev live as itin-
showmen,  per
formers, healers = they
mever quite know wha i
to call themselves -- b
are always gn the brink

prratagonist

somehow

vrant

of poverty and hope- we .
lessness, .

The  programne | |
explained  that  the II o
directar, Mtithran __. !
Ihevanesen, I i
inapired by his cogsin J I
who had becn wheel- i

chair-bound for vears
wnttd finally cured by o
faith heaier.

Mithran who also
runs a sheiter for [HV-
positzve children, spoke about how simple acts of faith and hope
dety fogie, Fle explamed than the inspiration he drew [rom these
children made him view *Faith Healer™ in a new hght.

s

the ol I
PASSING;
Aruna S
rothe Grd of
Seprember. o .
Aru .
. i
(Christane - 2]
Roc-RBailey) o . 3
had a rathe accuwden on the - '|
R
Fast Cozst Road and subse- 1
quently  died  from her ’ .
imjuries. she wounld  have |
Pezen 81N s000 afler. Anina '
came to Auroville in 1970, f Vi
" ¥ - . L. =P |
In the early days she was —
wvolved with reatforestation. Afler bringing vp her son, she worked at Transion el

'J.'l'_:_'|C shie wias @ wanm and comiors

presence for the children, Recently she was also

enjorvinge her new role as crandmaother to the elildren of her son Ritam and his partier loa.

Auna was one of those gquo sensitive souls who inspired deep atfection inher miends.

Flere 12 something she wrote for the chaldren.

La pierre et la mer
Connais-tu celta pierre qui rouks, rouke sur e chemin, Tasant un kng voyage?
L jour, ele arriva jusgu’a la mer.

Ellez fui it

“Honeur la mer, tues si pelle! Emmeéns man avec ol

“Boanjour pEule perne, mas Wes silounds, W lomberas au fond de moit”

"Ce et pas grave” lui répondit la picrme, faime me couler en to”

ST bier” i it la mer, "alors vens aver mijl”

Une grance vague blanche attrapa la pebne piorre of fommena au fond o Poau.

Elle &mit & nevrewse d'@lre la, pour fen, si bels, resplendissante dune ocoweur turguaise dorse,
Et encore aujourd Tiui, si by regardes bicn attentivement,

Tu wverras toul gu fond e |z mer, une petite piarme dun verl

Erncelant qui brille, parce gu'elie aime, tout simgk

The stone and the =23
Do o snony that listle stone that
One day it reached B sea,

Tt said,

e morming s,y are so beautiful' Take me with oot

“Gocdd marming It stone, but yow are so heavy, you will fall b the bottom!™

“That does not mattor,” answered the itlo sone, T ike 1 immerse mypser o yoe”

“Weary well”, the sea =aid, "then come with mal”

A great whine wave Caught the Tttle stone and 100k 1 deep ino the waler,

It was =0 happy o be there, just like that, so beautiful, shining waith a turguaise-golden colowr,
A even Woday, if you ook carefully,

You will see, way down at the bottom of the sea, & little stone,

Sparkling green, that shines because i Igves, quite simply.

v

I5, rolis on the road, and makes a long joumey?
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Human
Team
The Human Resource Team has
starled to explore the human
resources reality and potential of
Auroville, which includes assess-
ing the necds of those seeking
material support fram the com-
munity. HRT zlso wanis to look
into the ways Aurovilians con-
tribute bath in waork and money
and how Auroville can care for
them,

Hesource

Land exchange

The Land  and  Resource
Management team (LRM} has
published a list o lands which it
proposes for exchanpe, Owver the
past three years it has become
inceeasing’y  apparent that the
anly way to acquise the 176
acres of privately-owned land in
the cily areqd is through a pro-
gramme of land exchange, so
plans are atoct to pursue this
opticn by exchangirg Auraville
iand located outside the Maseer
Plan area

Farewell issues

The dreamcatchers are dreaming
an the  semsitive  theme  of
Harewel” = how  Aurcvilians
could approach the topic of
death,

Cycle paths

The Boad Hervice has clarified
that cycle paths are for bicycles
anty, which includes the new
clectric bicycles  ut excludes
small electric mopeds

JMESCO award for
Vysial street
Pucachary s Rue Calve Subraya
sether known as Vysial
has won the Award of
fromm UNESCO s
Pacific  Hertage awards  for
Culrural Heritape conservation
The street has row become a
symbaol ef Franco-Tamil architec-
tural  identity,.  The  Iadian
Mational  Trust for Art and
Cultural heritage {(INTACH) of
which Aurowvilizn Ajit Koujalgl is
out  the

Asia-

CoO-Carvenar,  carried
work together with Puducherry

povernment departments

The New Wellness
Centre at Arka

A rew Wellness Centre far
Hamaoeopathy and Ayarveda has
opened at ARKA For the fime
being it wil' function four days a

WER

Turning Foints

The boox Turng Points - An
intner story ef the beginmings of
Auvravilie has been re'ezsed. This
baok is not abaut Aurowile as an
institution, or an organisation,
but about people — and bow
they came to Auroville, Available
from The Wild Seagul bookshop
and at the Visitars” Centre

Power shut down
For Lhe last months, Auroville

has  been subject o severe
power cuks of three hours in the
moring ard bwo  houss al
nighls.

Auroville Today

subscription rates
Due to gong into colour 2nd the
increase in postan rates, the sub
seription rates lo Aurowille Today
have peen increased to Rs.350 a
year in India. The loreign contri-
bution rate is now the equivaient
cf Re 2000, Auroville Today does
N oreceive  any  funds  from
Aurovile, Your subscriptior or
suppariing contribution will helo
us to contirue this work,

Aurawillc Todoy Octobor 200R ?
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The cat is back!

Pelagius listens...

Five years ago, Auroville Today interviewed the cat who lives at New Creation Corner
{("Pelagius Speaks!”, October 2003). Our reporter was David Clouston, who wrote this as his
last article before leaving Auroville. He recently returned for a short visit, during which time
he was graciously received by the cat...

Pelagins: My dear fellow! How nice
o See Vod apai.

David C; Thank you. My family is on
holiday in India, and wanted 1o see
Auroville,

P2 Your charming givifricnd and her
children. And what do they make of
"

D.C.; Catherine is intrigued, but a bit
mvetified.

F: Mo doubi. The Enplish are aoafur
af seeptics, of conrse.

.C.: Lam ociginally English, myself,

P fdrifyy Ouite. And what do pou
make of it? 1 heard that you left
iown for geod very soon afier our
last conversation. Weren't you a
Newcomer!

[} Yes. | had previously spent
aboul nine months in Auroville at
different times. | decided to come
and join as a Newcomer in 2003,

P And you lasted, let me see, six or
FEVEN MRS E

D.C.: Correct. | realised very quick-
Iv that living here was completely
cifferent from being a Guest. And
that Auroville wasn’t going to be my
home, Mot 2n easy realisation, piven
what had been mvoelved in getting
here. But very clear.

P Any regrets?

D.C: Quite the opposite. Auroville
has been one of the preat blessings
of my life. The opportunity to live
here, strange as it may sourd, Have
me a perspective on “the West” that

YDUNG F'ERSF-E-:TWE

“We became a dance family"”

I would never have gained other-
wise,

P: What sortf of perspective?

D.C.: Back home, our social struc-
tures largely derive from three con-
cepts: ownership of land, enforce
ment of contracts (agreements) and
the rule of authority. Like almost
everyone raised in the West, | took
these things for granted. But in
Auroville | experienced a society
where no-one owns land, ne agree
ments can be relied upon even for
five minutes, and there is no final
authority on anvthing, And 1 could
see the ¢ ONsequUeEnces.

P Which are?

D.C: Tt's very difficult to build any-
thing here, either literally or
metaphorically, What does get bult
tends to be the result of efforts by
individuals or very small groups
who manage to sustain a common
purpose for long encugh. Bul in
terms of a seciety almost nothing
can be built, beg I
n from the hegin
every day. In fi ally
in the usnal

use vou

start all over
n
is o "';Lh.\l'v]lJI: sociely”
sense of the word. There are just

mndividual Awrovilians.

there 1

P: Whereas back home, .,

=L}
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jave to

D.C.: There is an established society,
and things gel done with preat ¢

ciency because so much can be taken

for granted. OF course, there are (wo
huge problems with this. Firstly, the
wrong things get done just as offi-
ciently as the right things. And sec-
ondly, while we take g
anything that belongs to someone, we
are terrible al looking after the bits
that don’t belong to anvone — the air,
ihe sea, the planet,

P Awrovilians would sayp that these
problems cannot be solved within the
Sramework that created them,

D.C.: T agree. Aureville is constantly
graping for new ways 1o make these
important collective decisions, But
there 5 another challenge, which is
unplementing decisions once they are
made. This requires sustmned collab-

oration, often over the course of

vears, by people who may fundamen-
tally disagree with one another. The
West ensures long-term collaboration
by literally enforcing agreements. It is
a powerful tool, for which Auroville
has nat vet evolved a substitute.

P Salvation by force of arms. How
novel. But T see you have bronght
some sundwiches, my dear chap.
May I? (Helping itself to a salimon
and cucumber roll) Delicious, [
frave fost weight while New Creation
Corner has been closed. Now, where
were we?

[ You were being sarcastic.

FP: Forgive me. Tell me, what do yvou
miss abous Aurovitle?

D.C.: The aspiration, most of all. The
West seems to be politically and
philosophically
moment. Even the suggestion that
things could be — in anv meaningful
sense — “hetler” 1s almost un-sayable.

exhausted at the

P2 No revelutionaries lefe?

D.C.: The energy of the 1960z, which

reat care of

helped create Auroville, seems (o
have burmed-oul L‘-umplm.u-l}-. at least
in the Enghish-speaking world. Hope
i5 in short supply, Even stodents don’t
want to be subversives - they want o
he stockbrokers,

P: Is this despair?

[.C.; The world must dream. Dreams
of survival, first of all, Then dreams
of safety, sex, success and surfeit. In
the West, we have largely realised
these aspirations. But we haven’t
noticed that the satisfactions they
bring are limited. Having more will
not make us happier: yel we continue
to chase them, faster and faster,
becanse we don’t know what clse to
do. We badly, desperately, need
new dream.

P And Aurovifle?

D Auroville has a revolutionary
dream. *There should be somewhere
on earth a place which no nation
could claim as its own, where all
burman beings of goadwill who have
a sincere aspiration could live freely
as citizens of the world ... This is
true aspiration. And ne matter how
imperfectly it may be realised, all
that ultimately maticrs is that it exists
and is embodied somewhere on the
Earth. Here,

P: Good heavens! You're guite a
Pelagian yourself, my dear fellow.
Yoerr sormd very grateful to Aurovilie,

D.C: T am. You nutters are caretaking
a prrecious, precions cargo on behal fof
an uncaring world, while [ am work-
mg for an insurance company in
[pswich! The least [ can do is be grate-
tul. Gratetul that vou are here; and that
I have had the opportunity over the
vears o meke my miniscule contribu-
tion  to this  beautiful, [udicrous
endeavour called Avroville, God will

gz, 1’1l be hack. g

P: You'll be welcome. (Peeks into
the bag) Is there :L\a'ﬂrrr '.r.rm.fwu h?
e pood. .. -

A sixteen year old reflects upon a recent salsa workshaop.

veryvbody has a love for some-
thing — a passicn, an interest
which one seeks to develop, It is

short time. As we practiced fo improve our
dancing, invented new steps, met outside the
classes to chat and got to know each other

even more exciting to pursue this and discuss our future dance plans, we

passicen with the help and guid-
ance of professionals. For a voung girl inter-
ested in dance, there is nothing more won-

became a dance family. Together, we were
honded by our shared love for the dance

I'his salza workshop also showed me that

derful than having the opportanity to learn
from expert teachers,

When [ received an email that two
famous salsa dancers from Europe, Pedro
Gomez and Nadia Boccatonda, woeuld come

to Auwroville 10 give a 10-day workshop of

safsa, 1 immediately signed up. In exchange
for the dance lessons, each student would
show them arcund and share with them the
unigueness of this place. Some students also
toak them home for dinner or showed them
some aspects of India, such as the Ganesh
temple in Pondicherry,

The salsa intensive has been one of the
maost gnriching experiences ['ve ever had. [
learned delightfully fun steps, understood
how partner-dancing really works, and came

io appreciate the rhythms and soonds of

Latin music. All of us were very happy and
in that

tried to learn as much as possible
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when dance is one's passion, it is most
euriching to learn more than one dance style.

Recently | have taken up Bharatanatyam
again, a Scuth Indian classical dance
which T had started learning when [ was
seven while living in Chennai. 1 find it very
valuable to relate to many types of dance as
it helps develop & wide range of technigues. I

form,

find it also leads to a deeper understanding
of each dance’s history and signihcance, and
an appreciation of the similarities and diffesr-
ences berween Western and Indian dance.

For me, learning salsa and bharatanatyam
has brought an identification with the spirit
of dance within, and [ feel it helps me lo
dance more wholly,

Vasanthi Arpowin
Futnre School
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