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Tsunami brings
devastation

Local villages and Auroville coastal

settlements badly hit

epos beach on a Sunday moming

is usually a place of relaxation and

But Sunday, 26th December

was different. For, beginning at around

8.30 that morning, a series of huge waves

hit the beach and flooded into Repos com-

munity. “The first one was maybe four

metres high,” wrote Anton at the time, “the

next ones were less. It all looks like a

‘tsunami’, caused by an undersea earth-
quake.”

It was a good guess. A “tsunami’ or
series of tidal waves had been triggered by
a massive quake — measuring 9.0 on the
Richter Scale, the biggest worldwide in 40
years —off the west coast of Sumatra, over
2000 kilometres away. The quake dis-
placed massive amounts of water which
struck Sumatra and Thailand but which
also raced across the Indian Ocean to crash
with devastating force onto the coasts of
southern India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, the
Nicobar and Andaman Islands and the
low-lying Maldives. Even Somalia and
some other East African countries were
affected.

At first, the scale of the devastation
was not realized. Repos itself escaped rela-
tively lightly, as did the community- of
Quiet to the south. But then reports came
in of many homes being destroyed in near-
by villages and of the deaths of villagers
(almost 20 in Kalapet alone), particularly
among the fishing communities which live
close to the water’s edge. In fact, it soon
became clear that villages and Auroville

communities to the north of Repos had |
been very hard hit: although no

Aurovilians or visitors were missing or
seriously injured by the waves, there were
anumber of close escapes as houses were
devastated in Sri Ma and Etemity was
almost completely destroyed.

Further afield Chennai was also badly

 vide shelter, blankets and food

near Auroville. As there were
warnings that further tsunamis
could be generated by after-
shocks, (17 aftershocks were
actually registered by geologi-
cal monitoring stations in the
next two days, but of a much
lesser intensity than the origi-
nal quake) many villagers fled
to higher ground, camrying
whatever they could of their
possessions. Many began to
congregate in Kuilapalayam
and Kottakarai villages which
are on the plateau. Aurovilians
set up an emergency tent-vil-
lage near New Creation to pro-

to the displaced villagers, who
soon numbered over 1,000,
and a relief centre was created
in a Night School in Kottakarai

. to care for after another 200 villagers.

. The Villupuram Collector visited and
thanked Auroville for its efforts and timely
intervention.

Meanwhile residents of Auroville
beach communities put out an urgent call
for Aurovilians to assist them in cleaning
up the mess and in guarding whatever was
left (as all the fences had been swept away
by the water, there were security con-
cems).

At noon on Sunday the BBC
announced that several hundred people
had been killed by the tsunami in south
India and Sri Lanka. This figure was soon
revised steeply upwards. By Friday mom-
ing over 80,000 deaths had been con-
firmed in Indonesia, 27,000 in Sri Lanka,
over 7,000 in mainland India (6,200 in
Tamil Nadu alone) with unconfirmed
reports of up to 6,500 victims in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, and 1,500

Simple graves on the beach mark the sites where the bodies of

villagers drowned in the tsunami have been laid to rest

affected. Here 131 people were washed
away, including walkers and children
playing cricket on the Marina Beach,
while one of the atomic reactors at nearby
Kalpakkam power plant was shut down
when seawater entered the plant, The
majority of fatalities, however, were in
Nagapattinam district in south Tamil
Nadu.

In the immediate aftermath there was
panic and shock in the seaside villages

in Thailand. As thousands are still missing
in the 11 countries affected, these figures
are bound to rise: it is likely that the final
death-toll for all countries may approach
150,000. Worldwide, 500,000 people
have been injured in the destruction and up
to 5 million displaced. As one expert put it,
“A tsunami of this size happens only once
ina generation.”

By Wednesday what was described
by a UN. Relief Coordinator as “the

biggest relief effort the world has ever
seen’” was swinging into action as govern-
ments and relief organizations around the
world rushed supplies and aid personnel
to the countries affected. Apart from the
human cost, the damage to the countries
affected has been reckoned in billions of
dollars. The Union Hoime Minister esti-
mated that 100,000 families had been dis-
placed in Tamil Nadu and a firther
30,000 in Pondicherry State. Many of
these families have lost not only their
bread-winner and livelihood but also their
houses and all their possessions. But the
horror for the survivors is not necessarily
over: now there is the danger of commu-
nicable diseases breaking out. Moreover,
wherever the tsunami reached (in some
places up to 3 kilometres inland) the soil
and water is now heavily polluted and
salinated, making it utterly useless for cul-
tivation and drinking purposes.

The Chief Minister of Tami Nadu,
Jayalalithaa, has assured the affected peo-
ple that the Government will adequately
compensate them, while the Central
Government immediately allocated 25
crores rupees to the Pondicherry adminis-
tration to assist with disaster relief.
Various Relief Funds have also been set
up by private and public organizations in
India. In Auroville, 40 people got together
to form the Auroville Tsunami Relief
Committee (tsunami(@auroville.org.in).
Based in an office opposite the Aurelec
compound, this will coordinate immedi-
ate relief and long-term rehabilitation for
the local villages and Auroville settle-
ments affected. The first basic relief needs
(rice, clothing and cash) have now been
provided by the government but the
longer-term needs of the survivors are for
housing (500 homes have been destroyed
in the Auroville area) and fishing boats.
Two accounts for donations, one to assist
the villagers and one for the reconstruc-
tion of Auroville beach communities,
have been opened (see accompanying
box). On January Ist, a jazz benefit con-
cert was put on by Aurovilians to raise
additional funds. :

This was the first tsunami in over 60
years to hit Tamil Nadu. However, as this
quake happened on an active fault-line
which stretches from south of Sumatra to
as far north as the Nicobar and Andaman

The aftermath: dazed community members evaluate the disaster at Waves

Islands, the east coasts of India and Sri
Lanka are clearly in a danger zone. What
can be done to prevent such destruction in
the future? It’s been pointed out that if
there had been a tsunami early-warning
system covering the Indian Ocean and
Bay of Bengal, like the one that already
operates in the Pacific Ocean, many lives
could have been saved. After all, it took
over two hours for the tsunami to travel
from the epicentre of the quake to the
coastline of India. The Minister for
Science and Technology has now said

that the Centre would put together a sys-
tem to provide advance waming of
tsunamis. This may involve, among other
things, India joining the International
Coordination Group of the Tsunami
Warning System. -

Dr. M.S.Swaminathan, ex-Chairman
of the Auroville Foundation, also pointed
out that coastal mangrove forests provid-
ed good protection against the tidal waves
and suggests the-widespread regeneration
of such forests.

Alan

Your support and contribution is
more than welcome. Even small, it
will help in the present tragic cir-
cumstances. Two accounts have
been opened by Auroville for the
immediate relief of the surround-
ing villages and Auroville commu-
nities:

1- Village flood relief (account No
0901)

2 — Flood relief Auroville beaches
(account No 0909)

1. From India

Donations from India can come in

the form of drafts or cheques in the

name of Auroville Fund “Tsunami

Relief” or transferred to State Bank
. of India Auroville Township,

Kuilapalayam Auroville

605101 TN India

Branch Code — 03160,

account — Auroville Fund,

number— 01000013310,

description: “Tsunami Relief”

Please note that Indian donors can

ask for a tax exemption under

Section 80G of the Income Tax

Act. ;

2. From abroad

A. Online donations

Secure online transactions via AVI
USA: http://aviusa.org/dona-
tions_donatenow.html

Secure online transactions via AVI
UK: ttp://www.aviuk.org/fundrais-
ing.htm

How and to what can you contribute ?

B. Via normal mail, drafts or
cheques can be sent to
AUROVILLE TSUNAMI RELIEF
Aurelec

Prayogshala

AUROVILLE, T.N. 605101
INDIA

C. by bank transfer through
SWIFT to:

STATE BANK OF INDIA
AUROVILLE TOWNSHIP,
Branch Code — 03160

‘Swift Code — SBININBB474
Account— AUROVILLE FUND
Account Number — 01000060095
Description: “Tsunami Relief”

D. You can also contribute via
your local AVI Centres in your
Country and obtain tax deduc-
tions.

***Under Details please specify if
you want the funds to go for the
Village Relief Work or for
Auroville Beaches Relief.

*#*¥You could also give a percent-
age allocation

**%We advise you to send an email
to inform us of your transfer.

For further information, contact:
tsunami@auroville.org.in
Auroville Tsunami Relief
Opposite Aurelec, Kuilapalayam
Auroville — 605101

Tamil Nadu — India

Phone: (91) 0413 2622184
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TSUNAMI

The Auroville Tsunami Rehabilitation Effort

The first wave of the Tsunami hit
the Pondicherry and Tamil Nadu
coast at 8 AM on 26th December
2004. Seven thousand people died on
the spot.

By 9.30 AM, a team from Auroville
swung into action. A first emergency
meeting was called in the house of two
Aurovilians and it was immediately
decided to set-up a camp for the persons
affected by the tidal waves. By 12 AM,
eight tents and seven shamianas
(awnings), donated by the children of
Auroville (who use them for their annu-
al summer camps) were erected on a
field near one of the Auroville commu-
nities. Two portable 5000 litre tanks,
two generators a field kitchen with four
cooking ranges, eight ladies and four
cooks were straight away put into ser-
vice. Three of Auroville’s load carriers,
two tractors and two buses to pick up
refugees were also commissioned. The
camp was manned by more than sixty
Tamil youths from the villages within
Auroville, as well as many Aurovilians
from all parts of the world. By 2 PM,
750 people were fed and 350 food pack-
ets distributed. All throughout the after-
noon, refugees kept streaming in and
another 1200 people were fed in the
evening. Blankets were arranged as the
night was cold and windy. On the sec-
ond day, everybody was moved to the
Kuilapalayam Trust School, which is
run by Auroville, as rain was threaten-
ing. There, the refugees were spread out
in eight buildings as well as two tents
and food was prepared this time for
1400 people, along with another 500
food packets for distribution. Clothes
and blankets were also handed out.

The extent of the disaster was then
becoming clear. A quick survey was
done amongst the villages and the
Auroville communities that dot the

beach. In Ganagachettikullam, a village

of fishermen at the extreme limit of
Pondicherry State, the Auroville team
was met by utter desolation: the mud
houses which were the first ones on the
beach front had been totally destroyed,
or sometimes washed away. Broken
furniture was lying on the side of the
road, TVs beyond repair were neverthe-
less put in the sun to dry, pieces of
thatched roof were blocking the road,
electrical lines had fallen down, the
steps leading to an old stone temple had
also collapsed. Three days after the cat-
astrophe, women were still wailing,
some of them foaming at the mouth, out
of sheer desolation. On the beach, the
team met Ranjani, a pretty girl of 18.
That fateful morning of the 26th, her
- mother and father had gone to the mar-
ket to sell the fish caught in the early
morning and she was left alone with her
little sister of 3 years, Anusuya. Ranjani
was cooking the morning’s meal, when
suddenly her sister ran to her and clung
to her shirt. Ranjani looked up and saw
a huge wave advancing towards the
house. “I climbed on a stool and as
water reached my shoulders, I clung on
a rafter from the roof with one hand,
while holding my little screaming sister

with the other, she recalled sobbing.
After a few minutes my hands went
numb and suddenly I saw that my sister
had disappeared”. Ranjani cried and
cried for help, but nobody came.
Anusuya was found dead a few hours
later, one kilometre upstream in the vil-
lage which has been totally flooded. 26
other people, mostly children and elder-
ly persons, lost their lives. 75 houses
were totally destroyed and 265 families
affected in one way or the other by the
Tsunami which hit Ganagachettikul-
lam.

Next to Ganagachettikullam, one
finds Eternity, an Auroville beach com-
munity. There lives a wonderful family:
Yuval the father is an Israeli, his wife
Anna is from Holland with five kids, all
raised in Auroville, each of them speak-
ing several languages. Yuval and his
family moved in 20 years ago on this
piece of barren land on the beach where
nothing grew. With hard work and ded-
ication they turned it in a green forest, a
place of beauty and peace. They also
painstakingly built houses in the com-
munity, mostly using local material:
mud walls, palmyra leaves, thatch roofs,
with one solitary high hard concrete
house. On that fateful morning of the
26th, Anna had one of her daughters
with her, Jitta. Jitta has two children: a
daughter of two years and a son who is
barely eight months old. As usual in
Auroville, where everybody sleeps
early, everyone woke-up at 6 am for an
early moming tea in the community
kitchen. At 6.30 AM, Yuval felt the
earth shake and jokingly asked his wife
‘if she was dancing on the bed”. At 8.15
AM, Jetta decided to put back her son to
sleep on the ground floor of a house
which was 200 meters away.

Everything looked so peaceful and
no different from a thousand other
mornines in Eternity beach community.
But suddenly Anna heard a noise that
sounded like the rushing of water. She

_ went outside. “I saw this huge wave

rushing toward me and it immediately
flashed in my mind: Tidal Wave.” She
grabbed her granddaughter, climbed on
the first floor and shouted at her daugh-
ter to go and get her son in the nearby

Total destruction of a keet House in Eternity
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hut. Jitta ran as the water was already
swirling around her, managed to get her
baby just as he was being swept away,
shouted at two guests who were sleep-
ing in another hut —and would have oth-
erwise died — and seeing that there was
no way to go back to where her mother
was, ran towards a higher ground on the
opposite side of Eternity. After ten min-
utes, Yuval and Anna saw no sign of
Jitta and her son and thought they had
died. “We screamed and screamed and
scanned every part of the community,
while water was still rising”, Anna
recalls, still sobbing. When the second
wave receded, they were able to find
their daughter and grandchild a-l-i-v-e.
Today Yuval and Anna have lost
everything and are painstakingly trying
to salvage some of their personal
belongings, thanks to an amazing wave

of solidarity amongst Auroviliansanda

lot of help from the nearby village. “I
put so much work in this land and God
took everything back, but he spared our
lives and that is a miracle”, says Anna.
But like the inhabitants of
Ganagachettikullam, their lives have
been shattered and Anna still breaks
down from time to time when she
recalls the time when she thought her
daughter and grandson were both dead,
taken away by the terrible Tsunami
waves,

By the fourth day, it became clear
to Aurovillians that they had to shift

- from immediate relief measures to long-

Top and right: scenes of the dis-.
aster at the Sri Ma community

term solutions for the affected villages.
The Auroville Tsunami Relief
Committee was established with
Hemant and Jos as main coordinators.
An office has been opened equipped
with computers, telephones and internet
as well as ample storage space for
goods for the next phase of the rehabili-
tation.

Two teams from the Village
Coordination Group went for the first
assessment of the damage to nine
coastal villages around Auroville in
Villupuram district. It was found that a
total of approximately five hundred
houses have been destroyed and 62
deaths registered. It also became clear
that the first basic relief : rice, clothing
and 2000Rs cash, had already been
given by the Government. What people

Top: The relief camp for the bereaved villagers nearby New Creation
Left: Milk and fruit for the camp.

now needed is to gather their life togeth-
er. Most of the villagers wanted house-
hold utensils, metal trunks, clothing,
blankets and notebooks for schoolchild-
ren. The longer term concerns were
housing and fishing nets and boats for
livelihood. Suryangandhi reported how
grateful people felt towards Auroville
for their timely help in this moment of
crisis. The next steps are to build a data-
base for needs of all the affected fami-
lies and set-up a system of distribution.
All this would need a lot of people,
material and money.

Transparency was ensured by creat-

ing an accounting team and channeling
funds through two new created
accounts in the existing Financial infra-
structure of Auroville which offers tax
rebate and foreign donations facility
with 80G. “What we need,” one of the
members of the team said, “is more
funds that goods in kind, specially from
the West, as it has been shown in the
past that grain can rot in godowns, long
before it is distributed and for most vil-
lagers using firewood to cook, Western
food stuff and utensils are often not
compatible. However, blankets, tents
and trunks are welcome”. Another
member of Auroville’s Rehabilitation
team emphasized: “This is a catastrophe
of unparalleled dimensions, specially
after the another tsunami warning of the
30th December noon, which again sent
thousands of people from the coastal
area of Tamil Nadu towards higher and
safer grounds. We invite the world
community to extend their generous
support to rebuild the shattered lives
torn by nature’s fury”. And he adds: “If
we receive sufficient funds, we will not
only look after the rebuilding of the 12
coastal villages we have taken charge
off, but we will include all those reach-
ing up to Marakkanam (40 kilometres
north of Pondicherry).”

Francois Gautier
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PV. Narasimha Rao

he former Prime Minister of
I India, Shri P.V. Narasimha
Rao, passed away on
December 23rd, 2004, at the All-
India Institute of Medical Sciences
in New Delhi. He was 83. The
Central Government announced a
seven-day national mourning and
the Union Cabinet recorded Mr.
Rao’s “dedicated services to the
nation” and the “leadership he pro-
vided in carrying out the economic
reforms.”

The major achievements in the
political career of Pamulaparti
Venkata Narasimha Rao were when
he served as India’s ninth Prime
Minister from 1991-1996. In the
period 1980—89 he had held several
cabinet posts.

In1980, Indira Gandhi, the then
Prime Minister of India, gave him
the position of Minister for External
Affairs. It was during that tenure
that he became involved with
Auroville. In 1980, the Indian
Government had passed the
Auroville (Emergency Provision)
Act to vest the management of all
the Auroville undertakings in the
Central Government for a limited
period. Under this Act an
International Advisory Council was
constituted. It consisted of Mrs.
Ludmila Zhivkova from Bulgaria;
Mr. Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow, then
Secretary General of Unesco; the
Indian industrialist
Mr. J.R.D. Tata;
PN Narasimha
Rao, who was the
Chairman of the
Council and, as

Secretary, Shri
Kireet Joshi.
Although this

~ in for a surprise. When

included the
Department of
Education that dealt
with Auroville affairs.
He thus became the
minister in charge of
Auroville under the
Auroville Act. It was
on the 23rd of August
1986, that he, together
with Mr. M’Bow and
Mr. Tata came to
Auroville for a meet-
ing of the Council.
Those who thought
that this was the first
visit of Mr. Narasimha
Rao to Auroville were

he addressed the com-
munity he recollected
a scene from fourteen
years ago. “In 1972, 1
visited here on the
Shravan Purnima day.
The Mother was kind
enough to give me a
special darshan. It is
very difficult for me to
describe that experi-
ence. I can only say
that in my long enough
life of 65-66 years I have not had
anything like that, any experience of
that kind. The interview was over
within one minute, no words were
exchanged it was just something
passing from one
point to another and
probably being
absorbed there to the
extent 1 had the
capacity to absorb.
Nothing more, noth-
ing less. Then I was
told that the Mother

Council only met a
few times in the period 1981-19%6
— five times in all in New Delhi — it
did play a very important role for
policy decisions regarding
Auroville. After Indira Gandhi’s
death in October 1984, Rajiv
Gandhi became the Prime Minister.
In his new government, Narasimha
Rao was made Minister for Human
Resources Development -which

AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL

wants me to pay a
visit to the place where Auroville
was taking shape. I drove there to
find all around barrenness. There
was nothing there except a small
structure about which I was told that
the soil of all the countries had been
brought there. And that was the only
structure which I could see. I was
remembering that scene while dri-
ving here. It was impossible for me
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Shri Narasimha Rao as the Chairman of the International Advisory Council, lights the
lamp during the IAC's visit to Auroville on August 23, 1986. To the left is Sanjeev,

and behind: Dr. Kireet Joshi and Krishna Tewari.

to believe that I am coming to the
same place. So much has happened
in these years, even from the point
of view of outward appearance...it
is unbelievable that within a com-
paratively short span of 13-14 years,
all this has been created by the
inhabitants of Auroville. I have
nothing but admiration.

“But you know what we hear
about you in Delhi (laughter). That
is the contrast...nothing but peti-
tions, letters, complaints that the
inhabitants of Auroville are divided
against themselves, totally worth-
less community, they do nothing
except quarrel (laughter) ...But the
difference which I see between what

- we hear about Auroville in Delhi,

and what we actually see with our
own eyes, that actually confirms
that seeing is believing.” And he
expressed his confidence that
Auroville will be a success. “It’s
you who have to run the show. It is

yours. Whatever the legal difficul-
ties, whatever the other difficulties,
the basic fact is that this Auroville is
yours, and you shall run it. When,
how, in what manner, all that are
matters of detail. This is the truth
and I would like to assure you that
we all believe in this.”

It was with his help that under
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the
Auroville Foundation Act 1988 was
passed by the Indian Parliament.
But he did not again become part of
the International Advisory Council
when it was reconstituted under this
Act 1988. In 1987, he once again
had become Foreign Minister and
gradually his contacts  with
Auroville diminished. After Rajiv
Gandhi was assassinated in 1991, he
succeeded him as Prime Minister
until 1996. He became known as
one of the most effective and cre-
ative prime ministers of India.

Carel

What is the role of Auroville International?

hat is the true role of
\N) Auroville International? In
January, 2005, members of

Auroville International (AVI) will hold
a meeting in Auroville on the theme of
‘Auroville and the World®. Helmut
Ernst, member of
International Germany and friend of
Auroville, offers his views on how
Auroville and Auroville International
could develop their partnership.

After reading the report of the
annual Auroville International meeting
2004 in Brazil I pondered some time
about the two questions the AVI Board
had asked itself in Brazil in June 2004:

What is the aim and purpose the
AVIs see for their work and action?

What is the role the AVIs are given
and should be given from the side of
Auroville?

In my analysis I came to the fol-
lowing answers:

First of all, the important question
is actually, what is the relationship of
Auroville to the outside world? Does
Auroville see any meaning and pur-
pose in dealing or interacting with the

" outside world, or should Auroville be
exclusively concentrated on its own
processes of inner growth and prepara-
tion for the emergence of the future
man?

Based upon the answers to these
questions, AVI can define its proper

Auroville

role as an organization which is essen-
tially rooted in the outside world and
highly motivated to assist Auroville in
fulfilling its mission. There is no other
mission of AVI. Once this is accepted,
it will be obvious what AVIs can and
should do, and Auroville would be nat-
urally happy to get this assistance.

However, if there is no such out-
ward-aiming mission of Auroville,
then AVI's role will also be a limited
one in future. It could only be akind of
umbrella organization of the friends of
Auroville, collecting money and doing
some public relations work for
Auroville by organizing events on the
international level or the national lev-
els, having study circles on the teach-
ings of Mother and Sri Aurobindo, etc.
In other words, AVI would just reflect
and diffuse the light emitted from
Auroville.

Mother wrote: “Auroville, the city
the earth needs.” If this is true then we
(Auroville and the + Auroville
International Organisation) have to
find out what the needs of the world
are now and how and if Auroville is
willing to contribute to fulfilling these
needs. AVI’s role would be then essen-
tially to help Auroville in this process
of interchange with the world.

I see a lot of what “the earth needs™
desperately now. For example,

#a new universal spirituality promot-

ing human unity in diversity instead of
division;

¢a general care for the earth as our
common home and outer being (spiri-
tual ecology);

#a new scientific paradigm which
gives the inner experience of each
human being the same rank for gaining
understanding of total reality as outer
physical instruments;

#a new spirit and methodology i in our
social and economic interaction which
is human, just, and sustainable;

4#a change in our perception of finance
so that it is seen not as an end in itself
but as a medium of unlimited collabo-
ration and the sharing of our common
wealth. (It is high time to question the
merits of “globalization” in its present
form of “neo-liberalism”, before it is
too late.)

The point is that it is not enough to
respond to each of these needs sepa-
rately, but to show to the world that
only an integral approach will lead to
the desired results and a sustainable
future. Auroville is the only place
which I know of where there is suffi-
cient momentum and consciousness
for this integrality to manifest on a col-
lective level. Auroville could be the
seed crystal for forming and concen-
trating the collective endeavour of the
Earth in this direction. If not in
Auroville where?

Helmut Ernst

The next steps (but not the only

ones) needed to reach there are:
4 for AVI and Auroville to develop a
deep understanding and a common
consciousness about the
outward-oriented mission of Auroville.
#to define the steps that need to be
taken for Auroville in collaboration
with all members of AVI to realize this
mission.

The first step should start with the
next AVI-Meeting in AV in January
2005. It is obvious that the
International Zone of Auroville is the
most important focal point.in this
whole process.

Helmut Ernst
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Matrimandir
fundraising

The Matrimandir Management
Group is calling for funds now
that most design and technical
issues have been resolved. If
funds become available, it is pos-
sible to complete all structures of
Matrimandir and make them use-
able as early as 2006. "“Now is the
time for all those who feel a con-
nection with Matrimandir to join
hands and together work towards
the completion.”

Conflict Resolution
Coordination Group
The Auroville Council has created
a new working group, the
Conflict Resolution Coordination
Group, to assist the Council in
coordinating the work of media-
tion, arbitration and review pro-
cedures. The group will respond
to requests for help from the
community and from the Council
and will work in close collabora-
tion with the 33 Aurovilians who
have expressed their willingness
to act as mediators or arbitrators.

Auroville Platform

A new working group to deal
with issues between Auroville and
the surrounding villages has been
formed. It has invited a group of
Tamil elders to play an advisory
role.

Rights of children

The Auroville Council reported
that it received feedback in favour
to its question of whether there is
a need to take a firm stand
regarding the rights of children of
separated parents to have access
to both parents. The Council

.intends to create a study group to
work out detailed guidelines.

‘Guest policy
- The Auroville Council is preparing

guidelines on standards and rates
of Auroville's guesthouses and
the kind of participation Auroville
expects of its guests who stay
longer than a few weeks, as
Auroville is not 'just another place
for tourists'.

Personae non grata
The Auroville Council has
declared three visitors as persona
non grata following mlsbehawour
in Auroville.

Working group
membershi

The Auroville Council reported it
has checked the rumour that
Indians are under-represented in
major  working  groups in
Auroville. It found that the allega-
tion was incorrect.

Matrimandir publi-
cations group

The Matrimandir management
has constituted a Matrimandir
publications group to ensure that
the publication and sale of all
items concerning the Matrimandir
is done in good taste and quality
and that those who produce and
market these items do so in a spir-
it of offering. The group asks that
those who wish to use the image
of Matrimandir or write about it,
obtain prior written permission
and assure that all proceeds will
be offered to Matrimandir.

Teachers needed
Transition school has requested
people to join as teachers and
offers training for new teachers.
New classrooms are being built
for which an additional Rs 4 lakhs
(US $ 9000) is required. Without
these classrooms and new teach-
ers, Transition will not be able to
accept new children.
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