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Auroville is well-known for its involvement with alternative energy.
It has more than 500 kW of solar photovoltaic panels installed and owns two
windmills, located elsewhere in Tamil Nadu. In this issue we highlight the
activities of Auroville to promote aiternative energy elsewhere in India.

Behind the panels and
pumps: the social side
of Sunlit Future

unlit Future is an Auroville unit that

provides services and expertise in the

field of solar energy in Auroville as

well as all over India. While the unit

is active commercially, it is also
developing a keen passion to make a sustainable
difference in the lives of the rural Indian popula-
tion, people who are deprived of access to the
basic infrastructures such as electricity and
water. “We, as a team, have chosen to focus on
the rural sector in remote areas because no one
wants to go there due to its inaccessibility,” says
Rishi, co-founder of Sunlit Future. “Over the
past years we have reached out to a large number
of rural villages, providing them with access to
water and electricity using solar energy. It has
not been easy, yet each team member is driven,”
he says. As the challenges arise they customise
solutions.

Travelling to remote places like Spiti or
Ladakh, for example, with delicate, heavy and
expensive equipment has not only been gruelling
but also risky. They have to load the gear on
mules, walk for kilometres at a stretch, sleep in
tents, travel on the top of buses and work for
hours in extreme weather conditions. Once they
lost a solar panel down a cliff. Not much can be
done to ease these hurdles. However, the cooper-
ation of local NGOs and the villagers turns out to
be a saving grace and the indescribable scenery
and the landscape is an extra.

All the projects Sunlit Future has done so far
have been fully dependent on grants. However,
raising funds gets challenging if it has to be done
over and over again. The necessity to break free
from the hassle of depending on grants has moti-
vated the team to implement other solutions, like
empowering the local people to contribute a per-
centage of the total funds needed. They enable
them do this by establishing a livelihood

programme that has the potential to return the full
amount over a few years. This way the same funds
can be re-used to mobilise other similar projects.
Rishi explains, “The women, who used to spend
several back-breaking hours each day walking
through unsafe terrain to carry 10 litres or more of
water from a single remote well back to their
homes, now have more time to be productive in
ways that can generate an income and cover their
contribution. We draw up a livelihood plan for
them and train them so they can be productive.”

Less than a year ago they implemented this
system in Turla, a village in Balangir District,
Orissa. This village had no electricity. An NGO
called Vishwanidam runs a school there. Some
women who were cast out of their villages also are
given refuge in Vishwanidam. “Running an NGO
like that is very tough in a place where basic
amenities are missing,” explains Rishi. “So when
Vishwanidam approached us for help we decided
to additionally help make the people self-suffi-
cient.” The project had funds to install solar lights,
and with that facility in place the women there had
an opportunity to make incense sticks as an
income-generating activity. The incense is sold to
the temples in the region. For training the women,
Rishi got in touch with Pratap of Mereville in
Auroville who sent two of his team members to
the village to teach the process and skills of
incense-making. The capital needed for this activi-
ty was provided by a group consisting of Sunlit
Future and other like-minded organisations. Sunlit
Future is now establishing linkages with clients
outside the local market to help this NGO to sus-
tain itself and pay the interest-free loan back to the
common pool of funds over three years.

While implementing a livelihood plan is
doable, following it up is very challenging. What
can help the process is a network of supporting
organisations and individuals. Over the years

Solar Panel installed for a hospital in Zanskar, Ladalgh

Sunlit Future has built a strong network of peo-
ple, corporate organisations, NGOs and service
providers inside Auroville and outside. They
want to be able to link that network to the rural
sector of India in the hope that technology,
renewable energy and out-of-the-box solutions
can be made accessible to all.

What keeps them going through thick and thin

is the sense of joy and responsibility for the role
they have naturally grown into — an alternative
energy solution provider in the broadest terms.
“We didn’t choose this, but somehow we always
find ourselves tackling difficult projects, and by
The Mother’s grace, we perform,.” says Rishi
expressing his gratitude to everyone in the team.
Mandakini
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The Ashden India Renewable Energy Collective

n 2004, Hemant, on behalf of his unit AuroRe, received the Ashden Award for

Enterprise from HRH Prince Charles of England for the work on distributing

reliable and cheap solar devices in 12 Indian states, benefitting about 80,000

people. Ever since, he says, he has kept contact with the organisation and with

other Ashden awardees. This contributed to a deeper understanding of the prob-
lems of the Indian poor.

“There are an estimated 78 million homes in India that are not connected to the
grid,” he says. “You find them in the rural areas as well as in the urban slums. The peo-
ple have no access to electricity and use kerosene for lighting. This problem is acute in
eastern and central India, but it exists even in the states that claim to be fully electrified.
Then, there is a second major problem: the exposure to smoke. 70% of India cooks on
open fires, which creates a huge amount of indoor pollution, equal to smoking a pack-
et of cigarettes a day. It has become the number one health issue for women and the
reason for their reduced life-expectancy.”

The Ashden awardees met for the first time in 2010 to see what they could do about
it. “We discussed all these and other issues. The idea came up to form a collective to
influence policies,” says Hemant. “For if the government had suitable policies, with the
financial resources available to it the outreach would be much larger than any of us
would be able to command. Each of us deals with a component of the whole, but to
scale it up to the entire country is beyond anybody’s reach. We are looking for a kind
of ‘evolutionary fast forward’ to get the poor clean energy for lighting and cooking.”

) The first meeting led to many more. Once the road map was laid out, a decision
o was made to set up a so-called Section 25 not-for-profit company. Its aim is to
g \ influence decision-making processes and policies, accelerate and direct the employ-

- ment of resources, and develop suitable programmes. On 21st February this year, the
70% of India cooks on open fires, which creates a huge amount of indoor pollution and health problems Ashden India Renewable Energy Collective was born. continued on page 2
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ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

Tamil Nadu's Solar Energy Policy comes into effect

Tamil Nadu’s Solar Energy Policy 2012 includes a provision for grid-connected rooftop solar. Auroville helped to make this

a reality.

n January 2012, Toine (co-founder of

Auroville Consulting) made a presenta-

tion about the potential of rooftop solar

and distributed generation to a group of

senior officers of the Tamil Nadu
Government, which included the Vice
Chairperson of the State Planning Commission,
the Energy Secretary and the Chairman and
Managing Director of the Tamil Nadu Energy
Development Agency (TEDA). One of the out-
comes of the meeting was that two pilot projects
with grid-connected rooftop solar systems were
carried out in Auroville in cooperation with the
Tamil Nadu Government.

The two pilots were commissioned in early
September 2012 and they perform as planned.
During the inauguration function of these two
projects, Mr. Sudeep Jain, the Chairman cum
Managing Director of TEDA, expressed his
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Renewable energy
in Tamil Nadu

As on 31st January this year, energy
produced by solarvoltaic power plants
account for only seven MW of the ‘
Tamil Nadu’s total installed renewable
energy capacity of 7,866 MW (wind — |
7,115 MW; co-generation plants of
sugar mills — 576 MW, and biomass
power plants — 168 MW.) Tamil Nadu
expects to add 3,000 megawatt (MW)
through solar power by 2015, of which
roof-top installations will account for
350 MW, which includes 50 MW from
domestic consumers. The installed
capacity of plants that use conventional
sources of energy is 10,722.5 MW,
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appreciation for the pioneering efforts of
Auroville in the field of renewable energy in
general and the grid-connected rooftop solar sys-
tems in particular. He felt that these pilot pro-
jects would go a long way to making rooftop
solar an important component of the renewable
energy sector in Tamil Nadu, and requested
Auroville to do more such pilots.

Auroville Consulting then procured special
bidirectional energy meters (that show import
from the grid and export to the grid) to demon-
strate net-metering. The government-owned dis-
tribution company, TANGEDCO, became con-
vinced that there were no technical issues, which
they had earlier feared. This contributed to grid-
connected rooftop solar with net-metering get-
ting included in the Tamil Nadu Solar Policy
2012 that was announced in October 2012.

Meanwhile another five pilot systems have
been installed in Auroville by Sunlit Future, a
solar energy unit of Auroville. As a result,
Auroville has today more than 60 kW of grid-
connected rooftop solar in addition to about 400
kW of stand-alone solar systems with batteries.

On 9th February 2013, the 15 kW solar plant
on the roof of the Auroville Foundation office
was inaugurated by Mrs Santha Sheela Nair,
Vice Chairperson of the Tamil Nadu State
Planning Commission. During her brief speech,
Mrs. Santha Sheela Nair appreciated the contri-
bution that Auroville has made in making grid-
connected rooftop solar a reality. “This was a
dream and now you have made it a reality,” she
said, thanking Toine in particular for his perse-
verance and dedication. “I have lost count of
how many times he came to Chennai to get this
done. We are grateful to him and the team here
for making this happen. Auroville is a place of
innovation and incubation and I urge you to con-
tinue with these wonderful initiatives.”

“The Tamil Nadu government is taking solar
energy seriously,” says Toine. “It is asking entre-
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The 15 KW grid-connected solar photovoltaic plant on the roof of
the Auroville Foundation building

preneurs to set-up solar power plants and sell the
energy to TANGEDCO. This is a good develop-
ment, even though the proposed sales prices are
still too low to attract many entrepreneurs. The
policy also allows for net-metering. This means
that the export of solar energy to the grid is deduct-
ed from what is taken from the grid. So if, for
example, your solar panels export 700 units to the
grid and you draw 1,000 units from the grid, you
would get billed for 300 units.”

The solar policy also includes a so-called
‘generation-based incentive’ for domestic con-
sumers who will receive Rs. 2.00 per unit of
electricity generated during the first two years
after installation, Rs 1.00 per unit for next two

years and Rs. 0.50 per unit for the subsequent 2
years. “These are still very small amounts of
money in relation to the cost of solar energy, but
in combination with net-metering this is a good
first step,” says Toine. “But we should go to a
feed-in tariff mechanism (whereby the gross
solar energy generated is compensated for at an
appropriate tariff) if small-scale, decentralised
solar is to take off in a big way. That will be on
the agenda for our interaction with the Tamil
Nadu Government in 2013-14.”

And so the journey towards sustainable ener-
gy systems continues, with Auroville playing the
role of an innovation and incubation centre.

Carel

The Ashden India Renewable Energy Collective

gets accepted. Then, in the following phase,
the scheme could be extended to include all
village households. “We believe it would
be a good starting point to build on,” says
Hemant. “Not only would it help the poor,
but it would also generate a lot of employ-
ment opportunities. In addition we pro-

solar systems as part of one of the many government employment
generating schemes, such as under the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act. “This Act guarantees employ-
ment for everybody. The wages are paid through the local bank.
This makes it possible to let the villagers take out small bank loans
of Rs 5,000 to Rs 6,000 to pay for a solar system. The loan can be
repaid in small automatic instalments, deducted from their
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Mother Changunabhai and daughter Patryacha Prada
with the TLUD, a smokeless chulha

continued from page 1

Like many other Ashden awardees, Hemant is a member of
various governmental and non-governmental advisory committees
and regularly participates in round table discussions. “To be a
representative of this Collective gives additional impact,” he says.
The Collective is now working on promoting the introduction of
efficient cooking stoves, such as smokeless chulhas or biogas
stoves, and of solar photovoltaic panels for basic home lighting
and pumping water.

“We had discussions with officials of the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare of the Government of India on how to
introduce non-polluting cooking stoves,” he says. “The question
is, how can we help those who do not even have Rs 500 (US § 8)
to pay for a smokeless chulha? Now India has many health care
programmes, where people are given health cards with which they
have a right to free hospitalization, vaccinations, and even
transportation from home to the hospital or doctor. We proposed
that a cooking stove becomes part of the package of the health
card, so that each card-holder would become entitled to a stove.
For the government, this would imply a very small cost outlay, as
it would order thousands of systems. We are talking here about
very large programmes.”

The Health officials welcomed the idea, and proposed to
explore giving smokeless chulhas to the 800,000 health workers
that are employed in thousands of villages. They would demon-
strate the benefits of the chulhas to the villagers, so that the system

where

we experimented first with
this policy of house-linked
light,” says Hemant. People
were given the incentive that
if the houses are ready within
a certain time frame, they will
get one solar photovoltaic
panel, a battery, three to four
lights, and a socket for a radio
and for the charging of their
mobile phones for free. This
kind of house-linked
incentive can have a huge
impact. As there are millions
of houses that are constructed
with the help of government
subsidies, so copying this
scheme to other parts of India
is sure to work. We calculated
that the additional burden for
the government is less than
Rs 5,000 (US $ 80) per sys-
tem, which is a small percent-
age of the house cost.”

The Collective is also
studying how to promote

posed that such a programme should also
include the noon-meal schemes, the mid-
day meals that are served in schools all over
India where about 3,000 tonnes of meals
are cooked each day, using mostly firewood
as fuel.” The Ministry of Human Resources
Development officials are now also consid-
ering giving the schools smokeless chulhas. 4

On the lighting front the Collective is
proposing something similar. Many State
governments have schemes where the
government provides subsidies for housing
for the poor. But if that area of the country
has no electricity, the houses are without
light. “AuroRe was working with a
consortium of NGOs called ODRC (Owner
Driven Rehabilitation Collective) in Bihar

wages,” says Hemant.

The Ashden India Renewable Energy Collective has just
started its work, and expectations are high. “We aim for a large
impact,” says Hemant,

In conversation with Carel

EcoPro.

Smokeless cooking stoves come in many varieties. They use
biomass as fuel, without causing harmful smoke and green-
house gas emissions. The Top Lit Up Draft (TLUD) stove, in
addition, produces
soil amendment for gardening. This stove is available from

Smokeless chulhas

charcoal, which can be used as

A meeting of the Ashden Renewable Energy Collective
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ALTERNATI_VE BUILDING TECHNOLOGIES

Container housing: a construction revolution?

anu is the Auroville architect

who is most committed to using

containers for living spaces. So

far, he has made three different

designs for container housing.
The first two did not get off the ground, but his
latest designs are being materialised in two hous-
es being constructed in the International Zone.

Auroville Today: What are the advantages of
using containers for housing?

Manu: In typical construction projects you
have two big tasks. The first is to create a struc-
ture that withstands the elements, the second to
finish it to the user’s aesthetic satisfaction. The
former typically takes about 75% of the project’s
time. The advantage of containers is that on day
one, you have the first task nearly finished, espe-
cially if you are building a ground floor house. So
all you need to do is to customize the structure.

One big advantage of using a container is the
time saved, which translates into money saved.
We estimate the new models which we are trying
out in the International Zone will cost about Rs
9,500 a square metre, which is less than half the cost
of conventional construction in Auroville. Overall,

A container house under construction in the International Zone

overhangs, would not be of the original Corten
Steel and would be prone to corrosion and require
to be painted every 4 years.

What do you have to do extra that you don’t
have to do with conventional buildings?

In conventional houses, the walls take care of
insulation against the sun. Containers are very
bad at doing that as the walls are metal and trans-
mit the heat inside. So we need to take care of this
by preferably insulating both the inside and the
outside of the walls. In these houses we use recy-
cled wood to clad the walls inside and outside and
in between we use Thermocrete cement mix,
which is a lightweight insulation.

Containers can be stacked vertically up to
seven floors high to create a big boxlike structure.
But if you want to create other forms we have
found that containers are not so adaptable. So this
is a drawback.

How different is your latest design from your
earlier one for the Transit Lounge?

The Transit Lounge container house was 20 x 8
feet, and it sat on the ground with a similar-sized

each of these container houses, which are about 90 square metres,

will cost between 8 — 8.5 lakh rupees.

Then there is the aspect of mobility. In Auroville we often
find people want to move from community to community.
Housing becomes a major bottleneck because every time you
move you have to convert it to a money value and find a ‘buyer’,
which is also against the spirit of Auroville. This problem can be
solved if the house itself is mobile, With containers, all you have

to do is fold up the windows, put all your things inside and then
put it on a truck. It is also a very secure structure if you are going
away for some time.

Then again, there is the longevity factor. Because the steel is
of such high quality, container homes will last up to 80 years if
they are looked after properly, which compares very well with the
60 years’ lifetime of conventional buildings. Of course, any addi-
tional steel used on the structure, for example, for making window

platform abutting it. For that size the cost was a bit too much: it
worked out at about Rs.15,000 per square meter. Now we have

lifted the container off the ground one storey by putting it on stilts,
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their example.

Idea for a container community. Design: Manu

so at the ground level you get a stilted space. On top of the con-
tainer we also put stilts and made a roof of Onduline sheets (recy-
cled paper & cloth set in bitumen), so you also have a room above
the container that works like a double roof to insulate against the
sun. Also, the walls of the container are shaded by overhangs
which go out 1.2 metres. In this way we have tripled the
floor area of the house with the same size container, there-
by bringing the cost down to about Rs. 9500 asquare meter.

In India containers are being used for offices, but not for
housing; these in Auroville are the first examples. Why?

In India the consciousness regarding insulated walls in
housing is not developed enough to include them as a
major factor in keeping your house cool in the summer. In
the West, people believe that insulation can work!

If these two trial houses take off, do you see the possibility
of doing many more in Auroville?

Yes. I am very happy that Krupa and Sumeet have
taken this leap of faith when the Auroville system did not
understand it. They deserve credit for this. They have
already taken a lot of initiative to personalize their designs.
Once people see this and realize that this is not just a metal
box but it can be made into something like any other house,
I think there will be a lot of people interested in following

From an interview by Alan

REFLECTION

Ecological, technological and magical thinking

unning beneath town plan-

ning and certain other

issues which engage us in

Auroville at present, at

east three different kinds
of thought processes can be detected.
These are ecological, technological and
magical thinking.

Ecological thinking is most obvi-
ously associated with the land and the
biosystems in which we are embedded.
The health and preservation of those
biosystems is its core value, the yard-
stick by which our present lifestyle and
proposed developments are to be
judged. Technological thinking favours
employing technology in a major way to
improve our standard of living and to
solve our problems. Obvious examples
include projects like the proposed desali-
nation plant and the ICICI proposal for a
low-radiation grid.

Magical thinking requires us to
behave and to develop Auroville
according to particular belief systems
which are not amenable to rational
analysis but which may be in touch
with a higher reality. Present examples
would include the belief that the
Galaxy Plan is a yantra and therefore
that its main lines must be faithfully
followed, and the conviction that we
need to build the city quickly because,

once built, it will act as the means to
transform our consciousness.

Each of these forms of thinking
tends to be associated with a particular
way of acting. Proponents of ecological
thinking tend to favour small-scale, local
solutions. Technological thinkers, on the
other hand, favour large-scale projects
and top-down decision-making because
they dismiss the contributions of those
who lack the required expertise. They
also tend to be goal-oriented rather than
interested in process, and very willing to
change ground realities, like the land-
scape, to achieve their goals. Magical
thinkers are more interested in the occult
or supersensory dimension of Auroville.
They disregard technological and eco-
logical constraints which do not promote
their vision, and they are also suspicious
of the collective because it does not have
the consciousness necessary to appreci-
ate their belief systems.

Of course, the lines are not always
so neatly drawn. Some technologists are
also magical thinkers, and while a pro-
posal like Gilles Boulicot’s for solving
the city’s water needs is ecologically-
based, it is also large-scale and vould
rely upon technology like GPS to make
it workable. Then again, the famous
Matrimandir Lake, which has aroused so
much controversy over the years, today

unites in its support ecological, techno-
logical and magical thinkers, although
each justifies it in their own way.

The water becomes muddy, howev-
er, when one mode of thinking masquer-
ades as another. The original Galaxy
Plan, for example, was heavily depen-
dent upon technology to build its 15
storey megastructures and operate its
moving sidewalks. Yet its proponents
have always held it up as a prime exam-
ple of a “green city’ because 50% of it is
open space. Similarly, the proposed
desalination plant, which is a prime
example of technological thinking, is
promoted as eco-friendly because its
huge power needs are able to be sup-
plied, at least partially, by wind turbines.
Or, again, the magical thinkers for
whom the Crown Road must form a per-
fect circle to maintain the township’s
yantric credentials sometimes justify
this on the grounds that it makes for the
more efficient laying of technological
infrastructure.

The water is further muddied by
people who opportunistically adopt one
or the other perspective because it is
convenient to promote or protect their
self-interest. Thus, ecological arguments
are often used by those who oppose
development in their back yard, and
technological ‘quick fixes’ are conve-

nient for those who distrust community
process and want to force the pace and
control the direction of community
development.

In spite of the ambiguities, it’s clear
that these three distinct ways of looking
at the world are often in collision.
Michael Bonke’s proposal to construct a
hill from the earth excavated from the
site of the Matrimandir lake and then put
another lake on top is anathema to
ecologists as it is seen as a typical
technological top-down solution which
takes no account of ground realities.
They employ a similar argument to
oppose the perfect city circles of the
magical thinkers. Conversely, the
ecologists’ wish to retain as many trees
as possible is seen as anti-development
by the technologists and too earthbound
and lacking in vision by the magical
thinkers. For the latter, form should
inspire, it should make us aware of other
realities rather than being simply
technologically-efficient or ecological-
ly-correct. The Matrimandir and its
sculpted environment is a prime
example of this approach.

So how can we avoid the gridlock
caused by the clash of these different
perspectives? A beginning might be to
see them in more relative terms. For my
suspicion is that people are drawn to one

kind of thinking rather than another not
because one is more objectively ‘right’
but becausg it is more right for them: it
fits their personal dispositions. It is
striking, for example, how many
alpha-males are drawn to the technologi-
cal perspective and how many ex-
hippies can be found in the forests of
Auroville. In other words, given our
present level of consciousness in
Auroville, what we are looking at here
are differing tendencies, sensitivities,
opinions, rather than absolute truths
about how Auroville should develop.

I think that the most effective people
in our community already realise this at
some level and employ different
perspectives as the need arises, rather
than tying themselves exclusively to one
or the other. I am certain that the Adyar
project, for example, could not have suc-
ceeded if people like Joss had not been
willing to meld ecology with technology
and visionary thinking.

Hopefully, if we can move progres-
sively from the separative mental con-
sciousness towards a more integrative
intuitive consciousness, this conflict of
different perspectives will fall away, to
be replaced by an inevitability of action
best suited to the immediate situation,
and to the deeper unfolding of Auroville.
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‘Matrimandir‘and

s a photographer, how does one approach an iconic building like
the Matrimandir which has been photographed so many times
before? How does one avoid cliché? How can one help the view-
er to see it and experience it afresh? This was the challenge for
Ireno Guerci whose exhibition, Matrimandir and the Park of
Unity, ran for some weeks in the Unity Pavilion last month. In fact, he does
very well. This is partly due to the vast store of Matrimandir photos he could
draw upon — he has been photographing Matrimandir for almost 30 years now,
and over the last 12 years alone has taken 70,000 digital photos — but, above all,

it is due to his ‘eye’, the way he perceives and experiences Matrimandir and its
surroundings.

“I want to show that it’s an amazing place with a particular-energy;a-place—
which is always evolving, changing. Every day is full of new discoveries for a
visual artist. Partly this is due to variations in the light, the weather, but it’s also
because work is always going on, and the life situations which are happening
around it are always different.”

One photo which shows this particularly well is a panoramic shot under the
Banyan. Here numerous different stories are happening at the same time. One
person is pressed against the trunk in deep contemplation while another
descends a ladder after trimming a branch, while yet another stares up at the
canopy in wonder. This study in contrasts reminds me of another photo in the
exhibition, where a person is shown embracing an aerial root of the Banyan in
deep concentration while a mother and her child playfully try to encircle anoth-
er root with their arms. In fact, there’s a lot of humour in this exhibition, like
the wonderful shot of the kids in the Amphitheatre forming a chain by holding
on to each other’s t-shirts, the last one democratically holding out his hand to
the dog which is running behind. Children, in fact, are everywhere: playing on
the petals, crawling up the steps of the Matrimandir, dancing in the Park of
Unity. “They are enjoying their own games,” says Ireno, “while, perhaps, the
Matrimandir works on them at a level they are not aware of. For example, I
never saw kids crying around the Matrimandir; it feels like they are really in
harmony with something there.”

For children, the Matrimandir and the gardens are a wonderful playground
— encapsulated in Ireno’s shot of the furry toys on top of the Urn or of the kids
chasing each other across the rim of the Amphitheatre — rather than something
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that has to be revered. This humanises what is often seen as a sacred space and
helps us see it afresh. “T think Matrimandir is not just as an architectural monu-
ment; it’s for humanity,” explains Ireno. “I deliberately chose to exhibit many
photos with children because I sympathize with the principle that in an ideal
society the child should be placed at the very centre; every decision should take
into consideration the wellbeing of the children. Honouring their presence at
the Matrimandir is my small contribution toward that sentiment.”

This is not to say that the ‘transcendental’ aspect is ignored in this
exhibition — there are some extraordinary night shots of ‘spaceship’
Matrimandir as well as ethereal photos of the structure emerging through mist.
However, the main emphasis is upon people — children, workers, tourists, VIPs,
Aurovilians — each of whom approaches Matrimandir in their own way.

But Matrimandir also exists in a certain context. We are reminded of this by
shots which show the golden globe seemingly emerging out of the primeval
laterite, of photos taken through windows of the Town Hall and Matrimandir
workshops, and of aerial views from the Town Hall and Citadines which recall
the urban context: in the future, this will be the green and golden centre of a
city. Then there are those photographs of the local workers which sometimes
juxtapose two very different realities. One of my favourites is of a worker
taking a nap on a golden disk. “He’s a king,” laughs Ireno, “because only a king
sleeps on a golden bed.”

In fact, as Ireno points out, the exhibition is also a homage to all those who
have worked selflessly on the Matrimandir over the years, including the
numerous local workers. “I know there have been conflicts around things like
the design but I really believe everybody who is working there is trying their
best. That is why, when I was making the selection for this exhibition, I chose
those photos which show the most positive aspects of the Matrimandir — the
beauty, the harmony and the unity between the people who work there and who
visit the place.”

From the overwhelmingly positive response to this exhibition it is clear that
he has succeeded very well.

Alan

Many people have requested that a book be made out of this exhibition. If you
would like more information about this project contact ireno@auroville.org.in

D
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