‘Auroville

AUGUST 2002, No.163

MAIN THEME: Sril Aurobindo’s Action
® The influence of Sri Aurobincio

® Building bridges

m A new psychology?

m Searching a national identity pages 1,4 and 5

The influence of Sri Aurobindo
has to permeate more

Dr. Kireet Joshi, Chairman of the Governing Board and International Advisory Council, was in Auroville
again recently. He met many individuals and work groups and addressed the Residents Assembly.
Towards the end of his stay he agreed to an interview with Auroville Today. Unlike previous interviews
we have conducted with him, this time the focus was upon issues confronting India as a whole.

AVT: What do you think are the major
problems facing India today?

Kireet: There are many. India is frag-
mented — when India became free, the
Hindu-Muslim problem was already
there. Then there are the problems of
casteism, superstition, poverty, the rela-
tivism of ethics, and a pervasive incapac-
ity at all levels — physical, vital, mental,
spiritual.

Once I asked the Mother, "What is the
most important problem of India?"
Mother said, "The constitution of
India". It was a revelation to me!
Mother told me India should so
change its constitution that only
the people who are capable and
honest come to power. This
does not happen anywhere in the
world at present! But in India we
have to arrive at a new situation more
quickly than anywhere else in the world
because we have taken over from the
British a parliamentary system totally
unsuited to our nation. This problem
pervades all other spheres of life, so I
fully see why Mother said this is the
most important problem.
Compounding all these problems, when
India became independent we had a
very great lack of vision for the future.
Our leaders were mainly socialists, the
rest were religious. Even today there is
no other vision.

You mentioned that Mother told you to
go out and make people aware of Sri
Aunrobindo's solutions to the predica-
ments of India. What are those solu-
tions?

When Mother told me this in 1971 I
began to study Sri Aurobindo from a
new angle. The inner solution to the
panorama of problems facing India lies,
to my mind, in three sentences which he
wrote indicating what India has to do if
she is to be able to help herself and be of
service to the world. The first task is the
recovery, in amplitude and fullness, of
the ancient spiritual knowledge which
India has accumulated. The second task
is to allow this ancient fund of spiritual
knowledge to percolate and irrigate vari-
ous streams of inquiry in the humanities,
philosophy, science, technology, art and
crafts, so as to give a new vibration and
fresh impetus to these disciplines, while
developing the critical knowledge to
deal with contemporary problems with
originality. Thirdly, a synthesis of all
fields of inquiry should be developed

and, particularly, a synthetic base for a
spiritualised society.

How do you communicate this to
people with no background in Sri
Aurobindo?

For those who have
no background at
all T often analyse
certain
problems
for

only when the world becomes one that
the real economic problems of India and
the world can be resolved. I don't deny
the value of programmes of develop-
ment, of progress in science, technology
and education which benefit the poor,
but these will be accelerated and, ulti-
mately, only bear fruit in the context of
the driving forces which are trying to
bring about the unity of mankind.
Now this dimension is clearly avail-
able in Sri Aurobindo. The reason he
did not write any book on the econom-
ic development of India is that he
saw that economic

India of the ages is not dead

Nor has she spoken her last creative word;

She lives and has still something to do for herself

And the human peoples.

Sri Aurobindo

their consideration. For example, one of
the most important problems facing
India is that of poverty. I've made some
study of the many suggestions proposed
to solve this and my conclusion is that
these studies leave out a very important
element. There is no perception that
unless there is a tremendous drive in the
world towards world unity you cannot
resolve economic problems; that it is

problems rest upon the more fundamen-
tal problem of human unity.

Do the present very pressing problems
in Kashmir and Gujarat spring from
the same root cause?

The present situation in Kashmir and
Gujarat is basically a problem of
Hindu/Muslim unity. This is a very diffi-

cult problem to solve. It involves a very
deep study of Hinduism and Islam, and
the ways by which the two can be har-
monized. Unfortunately, such a study
has not been made. Instead certain
clichés have been developed which do
not engage with the fundamental issues.
Then there is a historical aspect of the
Hindu-Muslim problem in India which
is very often put under the carpet
because it is feared there may be major
conflagrations if certain facts are brought
out. There is a danger that if these facts
are brought out in an unintelligent man-
ner it may create lots of prejudices. Yet
the psyche of India continues to be
greatly shaken by some of the things
that happened from 10th century
onwards when Islam entered the
subcontinent, and scholars
and thinkers have to come
together in a serious manner
and squarely confront the
deeper problems which are not
allowing a real union of its peo-
ple.
Kashmir has been a constant
problem for so many decades
now, but we have not con-
fronted the problem squarely.
In Kashmir the problem is
connected with Partition.
Unfortunately, the same
argument which was applied
to justify Partition continues to be
applied today—the idea that religion is
the basis of nationalism. This is the
basis of the whole conflict. Yet from
early times there have been many reli-
gions in India. When Buddhism came,
India was not divided on the basis of
Buddhism and Hinduism, when
Jainism came there was no such divi-
_ sion. If religion is the basis of national-
ism, every country should be divided.
Therefore the whole theory is false.

Do we not need to move away from a
society based upon religious differ-
ences towards a spiritualised society in
which such differences are transcend-
ed?

That's true, that's very true. But for many
people such a solution seems too
abstract, whereas if you speak to them
about nationalism it is understandable.
In what, then, consists nationalism? This
is the basic question which India, even
after becoming free, has not been able to
answer. Sri Aurobindo pointed out that
nationalism is defined by certain ele-
ments. A nation has recognizable geo-

For most of us who are
struggling In the kinder-
garten of the yoga It's diffl-
cult even to begin to com-
prehend the magnitude of
the achilevements of Sri
Aurobindo and Mother. Yet
It still comes as a shock to
realize that, even In Indla,
knowiedge of Sri Aurobindo
and Mother Is limited and
partial: If Srl Aurobindo Is
remembered at all In India
on his birthday, August
15th, It Is more likely to be
as a leader In the Indepen-
dence struggle against the
British In the early 20th
century than as one of the
first great anchoring points
of a new consclousness In
the evolution of the earth.

Does this matter? After all,

- his Influence Is all-perva-

sive, not confined to those
who read his books. And he
would have been the last
person to have bothered
about the shifting sands of
reputation. Yet, as both Sri
Aurobindo and Mother
make clear, the evolution-
ary work willl progress
faster If It finds willing and
consclous collaborators,
and In this context knowl-
edge of what Sri Aurobindo

and Mother achleved
seems, at the very least, to
be Important.

In this Issue we examine
the . relevance of Sri
Aurobindo to certain

aspects of Indla and the
modern world. We also
highlight some of the chal-
lenges Involved In bringing
him to a wider audience.

graphic boundaries, a common history
and, as a result of this common history, a
common aspiration, drive, which is
shared by its people. This aspiration is
based upon the highest ideals, ideals
which are cherished, formulated and
progressively reformulated, so bringing
about cohesiveness in the whole popula-
tion because they enable people to tran-
scend their narrow personal interests.
These are the things which to be empha-
sized if the national spirit is to be nur-
tured. However in India at present no
national spirit is being nurtured, which is
avery pitiful situation. Today if you look
at any textbook on India you will find it
very difficult to find a real national histo-
ry of India based on this large view.
What is it, then, that has unified India
throughout the ages? Sri Aurobindo
revealed that it is its cultural not its polit-
ical history.
If you read the history of India, political
divisions persisted, yet a cultural unity of
India was achieved long ago.
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OPEN FORUM

Towards Human Unity

Bindu discusses the deeper rationale behind the International Zone

he tragedy of September 11th,
I the stark retaliation of USA in
Afghanistan, the ruthless attacks
by Israel, the terrorism in Kashmir —
such are the horrifying political events
of the past few months. On the one
hand, these events have not changed
our life in this little corner of South
India. Yet, on the other hand, they are
of significance given our ideal of
human unity. I believe that the key to
achieving this ideal lies in the
International Zone. Properly conceived
and manifested, founded on the soul-
power of nations, the International
Zone of Auroville could be a much-
needed antidote to the uneasy political
equations of the warring countries of
the world today.
While various national pavilions have
begun work in earnest, there is not yet a
collective vision about the deeper ratio-
nale of the International Zone. The
Mother's ideas for the International
Zone and Sri Aurobindo's thoughts on
human unity need to be studied with a
view towards practical manifestation.
The very concepts of "culture," "coun-
tries” and "soul of a nation" need to be
defined. Do the Kurds, the largest eth-
nic group in the world without a home-
land, have a defined culture? Should
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they be accorded space in the
International Zone? What about the
Palestinians? Such questions are of
immediate significance, given the limi-
tations of land available in the
International Zone and the fact that
there are over 200 nations in the world.
It is important to distinguish here
between the country as a political state
and the nation as a representative of a
deeper spirit or soul. According to Sri
Aurobindo, "the nation is a persistent
psychological unit which Nature has
been busy developing throughout the
world in the most various forms and
educating into physical and political
unity. Political unity is not the essential
factor; it may not yet be realized and
yet the nation persists and moves
inevitably towards its realization." This
implies that there are nations with dis-
tinct group-souls, not yet politically
recognized as countries, that have a role
to play in the human destiny and
accordingly should be represented in
the International Zone.

The deeper reality of a nation's soul is
also reflected in the Mother's declara-
tion about the map of true India which
includes other countries of the sub-con-
tinent: "It is the map of true India in
spite of all passing appearances.” This

quote shows that the soul of a nation
encompasses religious and cultural dif-
ferences that prevail amongst countries.
Thus one would have to determine
what countries comprise a single soul
and share a single pavilion.

While discussing the souls of nations,
we often sink into wistful nostalgia for
the past glory of our respective coun-
tries, or merely celebrate certain cultur-
al traditions. One is reminded here of
the recent visit of a British diplomat
who rudely shook the dreams of British
Aurovilians of establishing a pavilion
on the lines of "olde England" saying
that modern Britain was a forward-
looking, multicultural and racially
diverse country. We rarely seek to con-
sider the present development or intuit
the future development of a nation on
the basis of the evolving power of the
soul. What Sri Aurobindo says about
India's soul is true for all countries: "A
reshaping of the forms of our spirit will
have to take place; but it is the spirit
itself behind past forms that we have to
disengage and preserve and to give to it
new and powerful thought-signifi-
cances, cultural values, a new instru-
mentation, greater figures."

At present, the soul of-a nation rarely
finds expression given the fact that all

countries are ruled by governments
with narrow, selfish interests, much like
the human body is ruled by its ego and
not its psychic being. The actions of
governments, largely driven by eco-
nomic and political ambitions, has
resulted in a world of discord and strife.
As a counterpoint to this, the
International Zone could be a first step
in allowing each nation to express its
soul in matter and thereby the ideal of
unity.

The International Zone can indeed be
viewed as a symbolic manifestation of
Sri Aurobindo's idea for a federation of
free nations. Such a federation would
manifest the third ideal of the French
Revolution, that of “fraternity."
Currently, all the global federations,
such as that of the United Nations and
the World Trade Organization, are
dominated by the economic considera-
tions of rich nations. The world needs a
global forum based on liberty, equality
and above all fraternity. Says the
Mother, "The most important idea is
that the unity of the human race can be
achieved neither by uniformity nor by
domination and subjection. Only a syn-
thetic organisation of all nations, each
one occupying its true place according
to its own genius and the part it has to

play in the whole, can bring about a
comprehensive and progressive unifi-
cation which has any chance of endur-
ing." Indeed, the very layout and archi-
tecture of the Zone could embody this
principle of unity amidst diversity.
Envisioning an educational role for the
Zone the Mother says that pavilions
will "help individuals to become aware
of the fundamental genius of the nation
to which they belong and at the same
time to bring them into contact with the
ways of life of other nations, so that
they learn to know and respect equally
the true spirit of all the countries of the
world." What seems to be asked of us is
that we truly become global citizens, or
as it is expressed in the Charter, "a liv-
ing embodiment of an actual human
unity." To conclude, Sri Aurobindo's
and the Mother's words give scope to a
multi-faceted International Zone that is
at once a living cultural university and a
symbolic federation of nations, that
gives a material manifestation to the
souls of nations as well as bridges the
past and the future. The task is not easy,
for ultimately it requires us to transcend
our mental ideas and share a spiritual
vision of the Zone, but nothing less
than this would achieve the goal of an
actual human unity in the world.

The Spiritual Column

Visits to Matrimandir have always been unique and a special experience for me, explains H.S. Prasad

he ones in February 2002
Twere most unusual and

revealing. It was for the first
time that I felt a very strong urge to
visit this ' House of the Mother " fre-
quently and continually throughout
the month and a half of the next.
As I sat down for Dhyana, the
serene, quiet yet spiritually vibrant
atmosphere engulfed me. I could
feel it wanting to penetrate every
single pore in my body as usual, but
I was unable to let go — concentrate
or meditate and let myself get sub-
merged in the enchanting surround-
ings — this has not happened for a
long time.
I kept trying to gather my thoughts,
align my consciousness and make
my mind accept and appreciate the
beauty, ambience and importance of
where I was, but I seemed to be
making no headway. My eyes kept
roving all over the Chamber, per-
haps in search of something unusual
to attract my attention and bring my
mind out of what it was entangled
with, to the present.
I had just started to study the twelve
pillars within the Chamber, when
unconsciously at first and con-
sciously later, I spotted the column
of light descending from top of the
Chamber onto the Crystal, kept in
the middle of the Chamber, sitting
on a four legged stand designed with
Sri Aurobindo's symbol. I decided to
explore it and in doing so, I was
finally able to coax my mind to the
present and surrender myself to the
sublime and omnipresent.
For a moment I felt that Mother had
sent this special column of light
enriched with Her blessings, radiat-
ing an aura of hope and prosperity;
spreading confidence, warmth,
vitality and peace. It also brought
with it fresh air containing natural
elements necessary for healthy sus-
tenance and an unchartered vision of
the future. This was the spiritual

2 Auroville Today August 2002

column,

The study of this column, right from
how it came into existence with the
start of each day, how it grew from a
small thin ray of light, and what it
had to offer, made my mind traverse
the world in between the sky and the
earth; the roof of the Chamber, the
Crystal and the base of Matrimandir
— very enlightening, very captivat-
ing. Unlike the symmetry and still-
ness in the other twelve columns,
the spiritual column was never still.
Narrow at the top and engulfing the
Crystal at the bottom of the Mother's
Chamber, it kept growing, spreading
light, radiating energy, absorbing
and encompassing every single

thing.

With the increase in the intensity
and vigour of this column, I could
feel each and every marble slab
inlaid in the walls of the Chamber
come to life as if Mother had come
to wake them up in order to perform
the day's chores — to treasure the
revelations of the devotees through
their thoughts, feelings and expres-
sions being let loose amidst them
and perhaps measure, fathom and
convey them to Her as She retired in
the evening to assess, assimilate and
chart a path for each a better tomor-
row.

As I was cherishing these visions
and revelations, I became aware of

the progress in formation of an
umbrella of shadows of Sri
Aurobindo's symbol spreading in
four directions, on the ceiling of the
Chamber. With the passage of time,
three symbols remained subdued but
the fourth grew into a very strong
and clear shadow. This was not all.
A closer and more detailed study
revealed the existence of another
shadow of another symbol in the
background, which was projecting,
encompassing, enriching all four
symbols of Sri Aurobindo — it was
that of the Mother.

As my eyes travelled downwards
from the ceiling of the Chamber,
beholding the play of the shadows

of the two great spiritual sym-
bols of our times, I was in for
a more spectacular treat. Lo
and behold, clear image for-
mations of the crystal, Sri
Aurobindo's symbol stand and
Mother's symbol disc could be
seen dotting the marble walls
of the inner chamber one, then
two, then three.... equidistant
from each other, visible only
between alternate pillars and
at-the same level on all sides —
a very profound, telling and
enrapturing sight for those
who could appreciate its beau-
ty and imagery. My mind, I
realized, had been journeying
all over the Chamber, out of
my body, savouring every sin-
gle moment.

As my stipulated time of visit
to the Mother's Chamber was
coming to a close, I reluctantly
started withdrawing myself
from this saga of spiritual
quest and revelations and re-
entered the present materialis-
tic world.

While preparing to leave the
Mother's Chamber it dawned
on me that the work of this
column did not end here. A
part of it travelled deep down into
the womb of Mother Earth to pro-
vide solace, comfort and rejuvenate
those inhabiting her various strata,
only to bloom back on her surface in
the form of exotic flowers, trees and
greenery before returning to the
skies and start its journey all over
again day after day, yearafter year —
into eternity.

I eagerly look forward to my next
visit and anxiously wait to find out
what might be in store for me at
Matrimandir. It is just possible that I
may not get to 'see’ beyond but I will
always pray that I do.




AUROVILLE AND THE WORLD

How to Restore the Earth?

Paul Blanchflower reports on an environmental conference in Findhhorn, Scotland in which Auroville

participated

ow to Restore the Earth? It is
H(&carly a job that needs doing.
any people feel the need and

yet the concept seems overwhelming
due to its enormity. Even to stand up and
say to the United Nations that this is the
imperative and we think that the Twenty
First Century should be dedicated to it
would be considered by many to be a
gargantuan task.

Alan Featherstone Watson from
Findhorn has stood up to this challenge
and begun the process, part of which
was calling people from all over the
planet together to gain an understanding
of the reality and the possibilities. Alan
has visited Auroville a few times over
the past twenty years and is known to
many as the man who produces the
beautiful Trees for Life calendar, that
can be seen in various houses of
Auroville. It was here that he gained his
inspiration to begin his project to restore
the native woodlands of Scotland. So,
when his vision widened to encompass
the planet, he was keen that a delegation
from Auroville participated in the
"Restore the Earth” conference that he
had called. Thus, along with 200 other
folk from all over the planet, Joss, Anita
and Paul went to Findhorn and took part,
presenting the green work that has been
ongoing here for the past thirty years.
To address the topic of restoring the

earth within the space of seven days was -

in itself a challenge. To pull all the com-
ponents together, to gain a balance of
perspectives and then to move towards
an achievable outcome was an incredi-
ble feat. It was not achieved by Alan
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alone but by a vast organizational team
that ran the conference and managed to
imbue the event with the love and com-
passion that Findhorn generates within
its community. They were able to collect
diverse and inspiring speakers from
every corner of the planet and weave this
together with songs and stories, drama
and poetry, from the folklore and tradi-
tions of Scotland and abroad.

It began with a poet's tale of transforma-
tion, of renewal, which was everything
that people hoped for, but this was
only the beginning of the week’s
offering. From this followed facts
and figures recounting the story that
everyone knew, setting the stage
with rates of extinction, percentage
decline in forest areas, the rise in
human population, descriptions of
the bureaucratic process of the UN
together with the cynical attitude of
governments and  corporations
towards indigenous cultures and peo-
ple. All this led to the realization that
there has to be a shift in humanity's
imperatives and perceptions if the task is
to be achieved in the ever diminishing
time frame. It was nice that the Auroville
story was recounted on the first evening,
and was consequently the first ray of
hope that shone upon the conference
floor. Everyone was visibly moved by
the pictures of early Auroville and then
the present day reality of Matrimandir
surrounded by a sea of mature trees. For
many pictures can be showed of recent-
ly planted forests of small saplings, but
the product of thirty years enthusiasm
and protection is the proof that it can be

done and sustained.

On each day of the conference, the
frame was filled out, with each speaker
adding another facet. The possibilities
and successes of conservation in the vast
wilderness of America, balanced the sad
picture told by Vandana Shiva of multi-

national infiltra-

tion into the world of Indian agriculture.
The practical steps that have been initiat-
ed in Vietnam post Agent Orange gave
everyone a sense that even after the
worst expression of human nature the
possibility remains to renew and restore.
This was a welcome counterweight to
the reminder of the horrendous legacy
that we leave to the planet in the form of
nuclear waste. The story of the Gaviotas
Community in Columbia was like hear-
ing the tale of Auroville's long lost sib-
ling, innovative people, working with

alternative technologies, and reforesting
adepleted soil. And so it went on.
It was not only the speakers who had
remarkable stories to tell, but each and
every participant came with something
to share, news from around the planet:
Costa Rica and the movement to imple-
ment the Earth Charter; Australia and
the campaign to restore Lake Peddar by
removing a hydroelectric dam; South
Africa where they are preparing for
the Earth Summit; Terra del Fuego
where successful attempts have
been made to save forest from
loggers; Iran where attempts are
being made to restore the fragile
forests of the arid regions.
Young people burning with
enthusiasm, beginning the
processes that they hope and
believe will really make a differ-
ence in their homeland.
Inspiration from elders who have
been involved for much of their
lives, and within their own spheres
have had an influence for the good, and
people with the global vision reaching
out to connect and empower folk, pro-
viding the channels and vessels for peo-
ple to communicate and gain suste-
nance, aiming as high as they can, way
beyond the limits that they should dare.
As the days passed, within the magical
web that Findhorn knows so well how to
create, many possibilities and seeds
emerged. Connections made, inspiration
gained, and commonality created. From
the initial feelings of being over-
whelmed by the immensity of the task, a
renewed sense of self respect in the work

that we are doing emerged. A realization
that the task is far too massive for an
individual to embark upon, but that out
there, there are so many good souls
plugging away at taking responsibility
for their own work, and together there is
at least one person covering each base. It
is a matter of encouraging and support-
ing them, be it through lobbying govern-
ments about their carbon emissions or
ordaining trees in Thailand to afford
them protection, trying to convince busi-
ness and governments to create earth
restoration budgets or working on recy-
cling projects in small Scottish towns.

It really came to the fore that people are
trying, and more importantly people are
having fun doing it. Leading fulfilling
lives, enjoying themselves without rely-
ing on the consumer society to provide
the source of entertainment and satisfac-
tion, and that in itself is the one sure sign
that it is possible.

As the conference drew to a close, and
attempts were made to see the collective
step forward, a declaration was drafted
and approved. People began to focus on
the UN summit in Johannesburg this
summer as a place to lobby the govern-
ments and try to bring a raised aware-
ness to the situation. So the next steps
have begun, and people are engaged in
the task. Let’s hope that the ears of the
bureaucrats will open to the chorus of
hope and joy that was generated at
Findhorn this Easter, and that they can
recognize the imperative of declaring the
Twenty First century, the Century of
Restoring the Earth.

Of Languages and Learning

The Auroville Language Laboratory project makes progress

he  Auroville  Language
I Laboratory started taking a

more concrete shape in 1999,
when individuals giving language
classes in Auroville came together to
interact and share their experiences and
ideas. Since then, the core group, com-
‘prising Tapas and Mita, (who are also
the project coordinators), and Shankar,
have worked diligently to realise this
dream of establishing such a learning
centre. Roger and Jyotiprem too have
been part of the group since its forma-
tion, and a number of new language
teachers have recently joined.
What inspired the members to begin
such a project was essentially the
Mother's statements on language. The
Mother had indicated that English,
French, Tamil and Sanskrit should be
taught in Auroville. Therefore, much
emphasis is given to those four lan-
guages at the Laboratory. "While
English and French are presently inter-
national languages of communication,"
says Mita, "Tamil and Sanskrit are
India's, and possibly the world's, most
ancient ones."
Tapas, who offers French classes,
works in such a way that learning is
really an individual experience and stu-
dents can study the lessons at their own
pace. She uses a modern, multi-media
teaching method, and students are wel-
come to come and watch instructive
videos or borrow CD-roms of relevant
lessons. A range of supplementary
material is made available to students.
"It's really about free progress,” says
she. Conversational French is offered
by Elie. _
Shankar has been giving Tamil classes

for many years, not only to the Last
School students, but to all interested
adults as well. He has written a book for
learning spoken Tamil, which the
Language Lab is in the process of edit-
ing and publishing. It will be supple-
mented with an audiocassette and CD.
He evolved and developed this particu-
lar teaching method on the basis of his
own day to day experiences in teaching
the language.

Spoken Sanskrit camps, where the lan-
guage is taught using an innovative and
interactive method, are also organised
by the Language Laboratory, in addi-
tion to classes in Vedic Chanting and
Sanskrit Grammar led by Agni. English
is taught by Jyotiprem, Roger, Auralee
and Rani. Students include both
Aurovilians and people from the sur-
rounding region.

Although languages have been taught
in Auroville throughout the years, it
was mostly done in an ad hoc manner,
and classes were mainly given in peo-
ple's own homes, as there wasn't any
public space available. These limita-
tions pushed the language teachers into
conceiving the building of a centre
which would be solely dedicated to lan-
guages. Such a centre, unique in India,
would dynamise and bring new energy
into the language teaching and learning
process.

After a series of meetings with
Auroville language teachers and others
involved with the project, architect Jana
came up with a detailed plan of the pro-
jected Language Laboratory building. It
consists of a two storied structure with
half a dozen classrooms, teaching
spaces opening out to outdoor patios, an

amphitheatre, computer rooms, as well
as a modern, well equipped multi-
media language resource centre and a
library.

The last two years have involved solid
work towards establishing sound foun-
dations for the future Laboratory. This
has meant expansion of activities from
language classes to extensive research,
communication, and production of

Devanagiri as well as the Roman alpha-
bets. Explains Tapas: "The aim is basi-
cally to develop language teaching
methods, focusing on visuals and
sound, which are simple and interest-
ing. In the same line, in the future we
are thinking of developing such teach-
ing methods in the form of flash cards
and creative and lively games. These
methods could then-also be used in

Laboratory."

The building of the Language
Laboratory, and the collecting of teach-
ing materials, requires significant fund-
ing. In the beginning, mostly personal
money was invested, then, funds started
to be received from various individuals
and organisations. Last year, thanks to
the efforts of Cdr. N. Radhakrishnan,
honorary fundraiser, an Indian Fortune
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Architect’s impression of the proposed Language Laboratory

quality language learning material.
Research, mostly through the Internet,
on the activities of other language labo-
ratories throughout the world has led to
the establishment of contact with vari-
ous language institutes, within India
and abroad, and this communication
and interaction are proving to be enrich-
ing in many ways. Research into audio-
visual and other language learning
methods/aids, such as the Tomatis
Electronic Ear, is also expanding the
dimensions of the Laboratory.

Tapas is presently working on a soft-
ware programme for learning the Tamil
alphabet. In the future, there are plans to
develop such a programme for the
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schools in Auroville and Tamil Nadu."
Another heartening aspect is the partici-
pation of Aurovilians in the elaboration
of the Language Lab. In its first phase,
about 125 Aurovilians contributed
energy in one way or the other, whether
it was translating the project proposal
into more than 7 languages, proofread-
ing the Spoken Tamil Book, or provid-
ing computer programs, CDs, books,
etc.

"We aim at developing an atmosphere
which gives people the opportunity to
learn, to fulfill their very different need.
We want to be able to provide for all,"
explains Mita. "Ideally, all the world's
languages should have their place in the
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500 company became a significant
sponsor of the Language Laboratory.
The Dutch Foundation Stitchting de
Zaaier has also, for two consecutive
years, given financial assistance to the
project, allowing it to establish a base.
Fundraising efforts towards the build-
ing and equipment continue.
"The work we do, with the different
languages, allows us to really reach out,
to touch so many people," says Mita,
"Languages are the key towards human
unity and a next step for Auroville.
And the building of the actual
Language Laboratory will be a big step
in that direction."

Emmanuelle
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MAIN THEME: SRI AUROBINDO'S ACTION

Sri Aurobindo and the future of

psychology

Matthijs Cornelissen is a physician who lives in the Sri Aurobindo Ashram. Last
year he organized an international conference on Integral Psychology in
Pondicherry. Subsequently he was invited to give talks in a number of Indian
universities and institutions on the thought and philosophy of Sri
Aurobindo.Here he reflects upon the present state of psychology and the
changes that will eventually revolutionize science and society as a whole.

sychology, as it is taught at
Plndian universities, is largely
Western psychology. :

Occasionally a lecture or side course
on Indian philosophy or psychology
is given, but it is always viewed as
something of the past and of little
relevance to today.

Recently, however, I was asked to
give a two-day workshop on  Sri
Aurobindo for the Psychology facul-
ty of Delhi University: it was the
first time they had ever had a work-
shop devoted exclusively to Indian
psychology. I had invited Soumitra

Basu from Calcutta and Alok Pandey

from Bangalore to join me, and
together we spoke about those ideas
of Sri Aurobindo that are directly rel-
evant to psychology, like the planes
and parts of the being, the evolution
of consciousness, and the fact that an
individual's motivation and growth
are a reflection of the vast movement
of nature.

Initially there was interest but also
quite a bit of apprehension: many of
the faculty members feared we might
try to promote some narrowly sectar-
ian viewpoints. But by the end of the
first session the skepticism had dis-

appeared and during the rest of the
workshop there was a tremendous
atmosphere. The feedback we
received from several participants
was that this was the first time they
had understood that Indian thought,
as interpreted by Sri Aurobindo,
could provide a meaningful and
enriching framework for the whole
of modern psychology.

Academic psychologists are very
scared of stepping outside their nar-
row methodological framework.
Practicing psychologists, because
they are dealing with actual people,
are much more flexible. Many orga-
nizational psychologists and psy-
chotherapists, for example, hold
alternative worldviews to the scien-
tific paradigm. The strange thing is
to what extent psychologists (and not
just psychologists!) have two entire-
ly different mind-sets. In their pri-
vate lives they follow religious or
spiritual practices, but in their pro-
fessional capacity they try to be rig-
orously scientific and materialistic.
This is not particular to India. It's a
similar situation in the U.S. Many
psychologists pursue some form of
spiritual practice, yet even those who

are involved in consciousness stud-
ies take, in their professional capaci-
ty, an entirely materialistic approach
— ie they attempt to explain states of
consciousness by specific activities
in the brain. There's a tremendous
fear of subjectivity so everything has
to be grounded in objective data.
Amongst scientists there is also a
great suspicion of 'theories of every-
thing'. Most scientists work within
very narrow parameters because
that's the way to progress in their
profession. In fact, anybody attempt-
ing to buck the system risks vilifica-
tion.

In other words, many psychologists
suffer from a form of schizophrenia:
they adopt very different mind-sets
in their professional-and their private
lives. This, of course, is actually a
reflection of a schizophrenic society.
And this is why I was so happy with
the feedback we got from the Delhi
workshop that Sri Aurobindo pro-
vides a solid framework, which in
being both systematic and yet com-
prehensive, has the potential to bring
these two mind-sets together. For
while nothing in Sri Aurobindo's
writings contradicts what physics

says, he makes clear that
there are many other dimen-
sions to reality and that the
approach adopted by physics applies
to but one segment.

The problem is that reading Sri
Aurobindo represents, for many
people, a very steep learning curve.
Consequently there may be some
place for mediators, those who can
communicate something of his
vision through forms that may be
more immediately understandable.
Actually, anybody who talks or
writes about Sri Aurobindo and
Mother is a mediator. The danger, of
course, is deformation. This is why,
for many years, I thought I shouldn't
do it at all because the moment you
compare what you write or say with
what he has written you feel utterly
foolish. One tries one's best to be
precise and not to simplify things,
but even now I'm sure that when I
talk about Sri Aurobindo I often mis-
represent him...

In the end, does it really matter if
academics and practicing psycholo-
gists remain ignorant of Sri
Aurobindo? After all, his force is
working whether they are aware of it

In search of a national identity

This essay discusses the need for a national identity from the perspective of religion and spirituality,
which are indeed intertwined with the very concept of India as the warp and woof of a fabric.

August 2002 marks the 55th

1 5anniversary of India's inde-
pendence  from  Great

Britain. For a civilization that is
believed to be almost 5,000 years old,
55 years is but a blink of an eye. Yet,
the changes in India in these past five

" decades have been swift and momen-

tous in that they seek to redefine the
concepts of "India" and "Indian." The
task of establishing a common Indian
identity has always proved to be
Herculean given the bewildering profu-
sion of India's regional groups with
their differing languages, religions, cul-
tural practices, and economic levels.

The demand for a religious

_identity

The Partition of 1947 caused an identity
crisis that still plagues India today: If
Pakistan was created for the Muslims,
shouldn't India be the land of the
Hindus? Religious fundamental politi-
cal parties seizing on this argument are
increasingly demanding that India be a
Hindutva or a nation for Hindus. Actual
historical facts are conveniently forgot-
ten as these religious fundamentalists
view India as having a glorious Hindu
past that was sullied by Muslim inva-
sion which in turn led to the ignominy
of the British colonization. The truth is
that even prior to the Muslim invasions,
there was a long period in Indian
history where Buddhism was the pre-
dominant religion and Jainism also had
an important say.

Hinduism itself started out not as a reli-
gion with a fixed doctrine but as a code
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of life that was steeped in spirituality.
Hindus are regarded as among the early
inhabitants of India (historically, the
land south of the river Indus) who had a
common spiritual heritage in the Vedas
and other allied scriptures. But the
Hindus did not subscribe to a common
identity. They distinguished themselves
from each other on the basis of religious
traditions and ritualistic practices such
as Vaishnavism, Shaivism, Tantric etc.
The millennia-old Vedic tradition (also
referred to as the Aryan or Brahminic
tradition) with its high ideals has
undoubtedly been a dominant force in
shaping the life, religion and culture of
the people in the Indian subcontinent.
Swami Vivekanda, Sri Aurobindo and
many other towering spiritual figures
speak of India as Aryatvarta — a sacred
country with a noble Aryan population
begotten by rishis. But to reduce the
ideals of Aryavarta to a nation that
believes in Lord Rama or to turn
Ayodhya, Lord Rama's purported birth-
place, into some sort of Vatican City, as
religious fundamentalists would have
us do, is to demean the spiritual heritage
of India and reduce its universal mes-
sage to a monochrome definition.
Secondly, to define India solely on
Aryan ideals on the claim that it was
one of the earliest civilizations is to
overlook the fact that antedating the
Aryan civilization, or at least contem-
poraneous to it, there existed and still
exist in many parts of India, tribal cul-
tures. Called "adivasis," literally mean-
ing the "first people,” these tribes, and
not the Aryans, are believed to be the
indigenous people of India. Like else-

where in the world, these indigenous
tribes have been oppressed by the dom-
inant culture. Compared to the unparal-
leled spiritual heritage of the Aryans,
the belief-systems of the adivasis could
be dubbed as primitive. Yet to exclude
them from an Indian identity or to
reduce them to a minority in a
Hindutva, is to disempower over 14
million people who were the original
inhabitants of the country.

In short, defining India on the basis of a
Hindu religious identity proves to be
inadequate so far. The search for an
inclusive Indian identity has to go deep-
er, taking into account India's evolution,
her enduring values, and her struggle
with present-day challenges.

The need for a spiritual

identity

To seek guidance from Sri Aurobindo
in this regard, it is clear that only spiritu-
ality can harmoniously unite all the
diverse strands and competing identities
of India. Sri Aurobindo's concept of
India transcends that of its territorial
boundaries. He worshipped India as a
living Goddess, "the Bharata Shakti"
that embodied spirituality on earth in
the form of this subcontinent. In an
inspiring message to the youth of India,
Sri Aurobindo spells out India's mission
thus: "as she [India] discovered the
inner spiritual life for the individual, so
now to discover for the race its integral
collective expression and found for
mankind its new spiritual and commu-
nal order."

But to insist that this spiritual identity

can be founded only in the Brahminic
tradition of Hinduism is to miss the
point. Of the Brahminic tradition, Sri
Aurobindo says: "Modern Brahminism
developed into existence at a definite
period in history. It is now developing
out of existence; its mission is done, its
capacities exhausted..." What Sri
Aurobindo cherishes is the unceasing
quest for Truth that. marked the Vedic
tradition.

That India has in the past been guided
by such a quest for Truth is revealed in
its religious history: India is the birth-
place of four major religions. Two other
dominant world religions, Islam and
Christianity have had an impact on
Indian society not only through con-
quests but also through peaceful means.
The Syrian Christians of Kerala have a
religious tradition, centuries older than
the colonizing powers and their mis-
sionaries of the 16th century. India has
had a strong Sufi tradition from 15th
century onwards when many Sufi saints
escaping the fanaticism of Timur settled
in the subcontinent. Over the centuries,
persecuted Jews, Zoroastrians and more
recently Tibetan Buddhists have simi-
larly sought refuge in India. No other
country in the world has embraced so
many religious faiths. Indeed other than
Hinduism no other religion in the world
perhaps could have absorbed so many
spiritual traditions.

These diverse religious doctrines and
communities were not confined to sepa-
rate enclaves, but grew by a mutual
search for Truth and cultural assimila-
tion. Many Hindu spiritual texts includ-
ing some of the Upanishads were born

or not. In this sense, the type of thing
I'm doing in my workshop presenta-
tions is not causing any change in
itself. It's rather an expression, one
more form in which the change they
have caused is taking shape.

I am quite sure that science will
eventually recognize the role of con-
sciousness. But that change will only
take place when sufficient people
have a true and sustained contact
with their soul. What is needed is
that consciousness is experienced as
a power in itself, the 'big' thing,
instead of being merely an epiphe-
nomenon of our outer nature. Once
that happens, it will become obvious
that the existing theories of science
are totally inadequate. In fact not just
science, but the whole hierarchy of
society will undergo a profound
change when it is recognized that
those with a higher consciousness
are actually the most knowledgeable
and effective members of society.

®
From a conversation with Alan

out of debate and discussion with
Buddhists. Shia Muslims and the
Bhakti tradition in Hinduism similarly
influenced each other. In Kashmir
despite the militancy, there persists an
enduring cultural and spiritual identity
called Kashmiriyat that Muslims,
Hindus and Buddhists subscribe to.
Indeed all over India, and ironically,
particularly in Gujarat, there are hun-
dreds of communities that are pluralistic
simultaneously being Hindu and
Muslim, Hindu and pagan. All this
speaks of a spiritual outlook in India
that transcends narrow religious defini-
tions.

Is India and the world witnessing today
the dying throes of religion, even as
thousands of people are being murdered
in the name of religion? The Mother
says, "the old world...was in a charac-
teristic way the age of gods and there-
fore the age of religions.” This needs to
be replaced by the spiritual harmony of
the Supramental Consciousness where
"all life will be the expression, the flow-
ering in forms of the Divine Unity man-
ifesting in the world. And there will be
no more what men now call the gods."
Sri Aurobindo and the Mother deemed
India with its ancient spiritual heritage
capable of leading the world to this
higher Truth. And by doing so, India
can secure her own existence. For only
a wide, universal concept of spirituality
can give definition to a national identity
that harmonizes and unites all of India's
diversity.

Bindu
















