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THtS MO sffR...
...we fouch upon three areas
which are sources of some con-
troversy wifhin the community;
high school education, Mat??L
mandir, and the architectural
"lines of forces referred to in the
original Galaxy pleat for the city.
Regardfnghighschoojeduca-
tion in Auroville, we present
ideas for a new school and we
tak fo. teachers who are con-
ducting the continuing e rperi-
menf of Last School.
We provide an update on what
k happenin g at Matrimandir,
and we introduce the fiat at-
femptin thirty years to practical-
ly realise one of the famous lines
of force — tong, cu?vine residen-
tial blocks for high density living
in the ResldentlajZone.
Itis perhaps titting, fhen, that we
should also-have chosen to pro-
Ne Santo who. until recently. has
been editor of the frequently
controversial A ttjsjews

or many years now, the teachers in
Last School have had to deal with all
kinds. ot oriticism and a controversial

image. The teachers at Transition primary
school decided two years agn to keep their
children lar two more years, instead of
sending them to Last School. Many
Auroville parents send their children to the
French Lycee in Pondicherry, ar to the
international Schaoi in l a r away
Kodaikanal. And those children who do at-
tend Last School are often painlally aware
oi the aura al negativity that is still attrib-
uted to it. But is that image justified?
Auroville Today spoke with Last School
teachers Deepti, Suzie, Shankar, Antar-
jyoti and Jean-Yves to have their w'ews.

ne of the main problems facing
Last School teachers is that the
parents of their students come

rrom afi over the world with widely di-
verging backgrounds, and have equally
widely diverging ideas of what type of ed-
ucation their children should have. Some
parents want something radically un-
structured and free, other parents want
on the contrary an extremely structured
and disciplined school. By and large,

!

their own background determines their

The thinking about a child's future
often starts shortly before a child fintshes
the primary schooL Up t o that age,
Aurovifie is a wonderful place to grow
up, but then the parents statt wondering:
What if my child does not want to stay in
Aurovifie? Can the child make it in the
outside world? And so they start serious-
ly thinking about the next level of educa-
tion, and look with critical eyes on afi
Aurovifie has to offer. Those who prefer
security decide to send their children
out, to conventional schools that offer
standard diplomas.

s it true then that Aurovifie's educauon
does not prepare the children for "the
real world?" 'I think,' says Deepti, 'that

Aurovifie has a relatively good track
record. Those who leave Aurovifie
schools to pursue further education else-
where, have nearly always managed to
obtain access to the institution of their
choice.' Shankar, the Tamil teacher,
agrees. 'Many of the Tamil kids who left
Last School and went for some test in an-
other school, ended up in the first rank.
And if we compare education in Aurovifie
and elsewhere we should point out that
even the Aurovifie children who have
gone to attend other schools observe that
the level of education they receive there
is not necessarily better than what is of-
fered in Aurovifie 2

'But I object to the terminology that
describes the outside world as "real,"
says Jean-Yves. 'None of us here has the
feeling that Aurovifie is not the real
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world. On the contraty, we tadde the
problems of life and earth mtac reefy
than anywhere else, without cheating.'
Antarjyoti. 'Life in Aurovifie prepares our
children more than anything else for the
world, within Aurovfile as we)i as outside
it. Aurovifie gives the childten something
so deep that we cannot evaluate it., and
consequently, do not value. Our lads are
perhaps not prepared for the manipula.-
tions or the rat race of the outside world,
but they are managing in the world.'

hy then can Aurovtfie not offer
the type o f certificates that
allow the children to pursue

higher education elsewhere? 'There are
many reasons,' says Suzie. 'One is that
there a r e no universal s tandards.
Standards afi over the world direr, in
France they need to know this, in India
that, in the USA something else. It is im-
possible to prepare the children for afi

syllabus, and there is a possibility to
study a year longer to qualify for the
European school syllabus. The Lycee is
based, on the French syllabus. But the
main reason is that life has taught us that
we cannot keep to an exdusive or linuted
syllabus here in Aurovifie. We have made
many attempts, and time and again life
has taught us that this does not fit in
Aurovifie.,Obviously, something else is
expected I'rom us.

We are in a very strange situation
right now. Ftu the last two years we have
n ot re ceived a n y ch i ldren fr a m
Transition (primary) schooL Instead, stu-
dents joined I'rom Mirramukhi (primary)

(continued on page 2)
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school and new students come whose
parents joined Auroviffe more recently.
Most of them come with an unhappy
educationaL experience, and they need
healing. We. are dealing with that, and try
to re-awaken the joy of learrdng, to help
t hem feel good and happy to be i n
school.'

eepti: 'I think this, more then any-
thing e lse, characterises Last
School. Over the years, we have

tried just. about every system we could
imagine, from over-organisation to no-or-
ganisation, Rom total I'reedom to no-&ea-
dem. It appeared that there were no ra-
tional solutions to the life situations that
presented themselves. We have come to
one conclusion: we do not want to work
with a student who doesn't want to work
with us. The students are here because of
their choice. Consequently, what-we B-
nally end up doing here is working with
the youth on the basis of their interest.
W'e of course discuss the' necessity to
study certain areas with a student and,
where necessary, try to persuade the stu-
dents to study a subject they do not like;
but if a student does not want to study
that subject, we do not exert absolute

teacher.'

. t is precisely here that interaction with
the teachers from other school pro-
grammes is very important. The Last

School campus already houses quite a
few educational programmes. There is
the After School prograuune, wriich pre-
pares mainly Tamil children for Indian
exams, such as those of the Indian Open
School system. There is the Centre for
Purther Learning, which organises tutori-
als and connects students who want to
study for an "0" or "A" level by corre-
spondence, to tutors in AurovtBe. There

pressure. The doors are always open if
the student decides to take it up a few
years later. There is for us no such thing
as "education stops at 18." We have here
young adults aged 23 who left at 16 and
now participate in courses. If there is a
student who wants to do an academic
type of programme, we will give it.' But
can Last School olfer everything? 'No,
clearly its strengths are in the "right -
brain" subjects such as art, languages,
history and philosophy, and in mathe-
matics. Physical education, important for
the balancing of the being, is being
taught at the. new sports ground m the
Cultural Zone. The big lacuna, for Iast
School, is a good science programme and

Pooung the resources and manpow-
er of ag these programmes has, so
&r, b een a nat ural p r ocess.

Teachers teach in ag,pmgmmmes„mate-
rials are used' by aU. Suzie: 'The great ad-
vantage is that the children of tlus age
can be together physically, even though
they do ndt aU fogow the same pro-
gramme. We would even like it if they
cotdd Bve together, in some kind of
Aspiration-.h'kc.' situation. This has b'e-
come even more relevant as. the Aurovige
schooging also starts to look bey'ond
Auroviffe's b orders. .The "Geo-
Commons" groupi for'example, wohid
like to bring their American students to
st'udy iu AuroviUe for six-months. They
are aiready thinking of building a stu-
dents' hostel. Then there is a group from
Austiaha which wants to come with
teachers aatsl atttrktnts bc study some dmrt
inAuroville. AU these can become build-

g blocks for an Aurovdle mternauonal

PHYSICAL. EDUCATION

is the pyramid Arts Centre, where chil-
dren and adults f'mm Aurovige can learn
to. develop the creative side of their
being. There is Last School itself. And
then thme are the new programmes, for
example tbe project to create a Centre
for. Tamil Studies, as many Aurovilians
have expresse'd great interest in learning
this language:

uravijie bae followed a pattern typical
af pioneering societies which settle an
inhospitable terrain. The first nacemj-

ly te to secure the physical bass. For many
years it wee fhe doer, the 'man af action,"
that was valued abave tha philosophe? and
thinker. This-had its effect on the education-
al patterns that Auroville evolved. Schools
had ta emerge in a samewhat hostile envi-
tonmerg where back-learning wae dismissed
ae merely "mbntal." B is important ta nate

A Histariccil Perspective
THE LAST SCHOOL PROJECT

otes Deepti: 'Do you remember
t hat list Mother made o f t h e
schools in Aurovige? There was

Last Scbool, After School, No School and
Super School. What ditl sbe mean? High
time for aU of us, and ~ ly to gether,
to try to Bnd out.'

school of the future. But for that we need
unity, unity in diversity and no longer
disunity.'

fntetvfevrbytfbm and Caref

alsa that many af Autoviiie's first settlers
came out of the sixties, e decade which saw
a deep-seated' revolt against established
norms. This fact coupled with the Idea that
youth in Auraville had to grow up without
losing contact with their souls led to the
rather inchoate popular view that It was edu-
cation focused upon the min'd that was the
cause af all troubles. Thus Autagilie went
through periods when a rganieed
schools/learning environments hardly exist-
ed. Among other factors there was alsa the
dijficuhy of arriving at a cammon approach
given the diversity af cultural, ethical and so-
cial backgrbunds of the pioneers. Contrary to
normal sacieffes, where the social and ethi-
cal mores and the customs of usual practice
act as forces of stability, there was little sta-'

bilising influence m Aurovgle's experimentaj
society, where the most canVadictaty atti-
tudes caexistetl.
Last School In Its present farm was born In
1985 as a direct result of a demand from the
youth themselves who were frustrated with

not having their own schoal. These youth

had experienced for manyyears the coat of
growing up in a void. Thus there wae little
difficulty in responding to their demands.
They knew what they wanted and submitted
mate or less wiginglyio thenecceeaqt disci-pline of getgng It. It is only In rne early
nineties, when a group of youth who had
gone through organised schooling outside
Auraville fram a young age arrived in Last
School that trouble began. The teacher wae
pemeived as the*'adversary" to be revelled
against, There was greater Charing at disci-
pline and schaoi was seen as an avoidable
"drag." After repeated difriculffes and at-
tempts at a whole spectrum of rational solu-
tions it appeared that there was ao possibgi-
ty to equivocate or escape from a fundamen-
tal truth of existence: that life is a Power
which reasan can never really control.
We have been forced ta embrace this truth
and seek other solutions. It is no exaggera-
tian to claim that most methods and systems
have been experimented with until we have
finally arrived at a point where we cannot be
bound to any particular practice, approach,
method or timetabi'e. What Ie viabie and tight
in one situation is out of place in another.
There Is a basic framework of class hours,
and there Is a general structure of classes
and groups. But there ie a great Individual
plasticity and constant adaptability of ap-
proach depending on the psychoiogicai na-
ture af each child. It is not highly informed,
brilliant students that are the aim, although
this can come as a valued result. The object
remains to develop the innate psychological
faculties in ail their uniquely particular com-
binatione In each human being. Ag means
and processes by which the physical, vital
and mental being can be expanded and en-
larged araund its inner centre become
means and methods that can be adapted.
The youth has to show the teachers what
needs to be done. The teachers must be
ready to observe, to listen, to adapt and io

"We hxae been'ghen
a body not torejtaxit
but to make:Itbuo
~ bett er.
And thetis piedsely
one ay die goals of
Aumvgie. The human
body must be hn-

evolve.

man. And dtls certain-

aud it mustbecome a
su~ body ca-
pable of~ a

'~ tha n

+cannot jta ppen if

an m1lgbtencd physical culture and by
using physic@ acdvtdes-the acdvtties of
the body-not for Btde personal needs and
sadsbcdrrns, but to make the body more
capable nf ~ a higher beauq and
oansckiasness. And for that, pbyskaI edu-
cadon bas an ~ pLice, whkh
shouM be gh? en to IC"
The Motbnc June'1970

ports and physical education have al-
ways been- an integral and essenual
part of the cuniculum offered to the

children in ag the Auroviiie schools. A new
impems, however, same in 1992.when a
former professional tennis coach f'tom

Yves teachi

sm

A Mew SpoHs Ground

ng gymnastics at the. new sports grovncj
Canada, Yves; settled in Aurovgle and start-
ed coordinating Auroville's school sports
pmgramme under the name of Dehashakti
which in Sanskrit means "power and per-
fection of the body".

The sports ground at Certitude, wh'em
Dehashakti started out, was built in dte
early 'Sas, a period which belonged to the
commuruty's pioneering phase when land,
human resources and Bnanciai means were
very restricted. From that tune until rment-
ly, Certitude provided spans Stcilities .to
the children. However, this location had
many shortcomings and so the need for a
properly planned sports area became obvi-
ous. The schools needed an appropriate

fconrtnued on gage 3)
Drape, for the last School teach-
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n late March, an, interesting
communication appeared on
the international compat" e-

mail network. It announced a pio-
posai for a new secondary schoolin
Auroviiie, a complement to Last
School, which would "provide
Auroviiie's adolescents with the
tools fhey will need to meet the
challenges of the third millenni-
um... The school Is rooted in the ed-
ucafionai ph ilosophy of Sri
Aurobindo and the Mother and also
other great modem thinkers about
education. Its aim is to endow the
students with confidence that they
have acquired the skills, knowl-
edge and values they will need to
meet whatevei challenges they en-
counter in adult life. The school will
offer a four year programme which
may be supplemented by a fifth
year of specific preparation tailored
to the entrance requirements of
particular colleges or universitiesin
India or abroad.
Peter Thurreii was the intormant.
Auroviiie Today interviewed him re-
cently to iind out more about the
New School proposal.

I was invited to attend a series of meet-
ings focussing upon long-term plans for
adolescent education in Aurovifie. The
meetings were attended by teachers from
Transition and Last School as weU as par-
ents and other interested Aurovilians. It
soon became dear that there was quite a
consensus on the need for a place in
Aurovfile where groups of kids could
work together, in their own rhydun, on
exploring their educational needs with-
out being handicapped in their abiTity to
pursue further studies elsewhere.

A more specific, pressing problem
was that a group of students who will
graduate from Transition school very
soon have said that, while they wish to
remain in Auroville for their education,
they don't want to go to Iast School.

It was dear that something had to be
done, so a group of us — Eliane, Shyama,
Franca, Abbey and myself — formed a core
group to make New School happen. We
plan to open its doors to the first intake
this July!

What have you contributed io this
process?

My wife, Abbey, and I ha ve three
teenage children already — our fourth
child is at Transition — and they' ve at-
tended something like twelve dfiferent
schools, including Montessori and
Steiner schools. I'm a High School sci-
ence teacher myself, and have taught in
the U.S. So afi this has made me think a
lot about educational philosophy, partic-
ularly in regard to the question "What is
learning?"

Another 'piece' that I brought with me
to this project grew out of my awareness
that we are fitcing a world-wide envimn-
mental collapse, that this is rooted in ow
sense of ourselves as separate from na-
ture, and that the traditional system uf
education actuaUy reinforces this world
view. I had come to feel that much of the
content of traditional education is irrele-

Qj Qj)

consciousness.

wrote that nothing can g

How Iar wi l l N e w
School be based upon
eduotdonal pr inciples
described by Sri
Aurobindo and the
Mother?

A number of Sri
Aurobindo's key educa-
tional principles will be
dearly refiected in New
School. Sri Aurobindo

be taught. To us, this
means groups of idds
learning how to work
together to learn, with

' the teacher as facilitator rather than fount
of knowledge. Again, Sri Aurobindo said
that education should begin with that
which is near, and progress to that which
is fiuther away. We refiect this by making
the central point of the curriculum each
individual student. They will be encour-
aged to ask themselves, Who are you?
What is your body? How does it relate to
others and your particular surroundings?
We will then spiral out to the fitr to con-
sider sub-atomic particles and the uni-
verse, in the process discovering the con-
nection between the self and the far as
pure energy.

Another principle that we find impor-
tant is that learning does not happen in
unrelated snippets. So one of our main
etforts is to create a curriculum which
combines aU the pieces — the study of the
self, the biosystem, the universe etc.-
into one integrated story.

To graduate, students will have to
demonstrate that they have acquired es-
sential skiUs, knowledge and attitudes.
These indude working and living coop-
eratively with o thers, communicating
well in at least three different languages
(induding English and Tamil), using ap-
propriate methods of critical thinking
and problemeolving, developing a useful
sldfi, acquiring "ecological literacy", and
understanding the tools of scientific en-
quiry and experimentation.

Will any kind of diploma be issued?
During the four years of the course,

the students will keep an academic log of
what the!?ve done and in which areas
they have developed competence. They
will indude from their work representa-
tive examples which demonstrate such
competence. All this — which will consti-
tute their academic portfolio — will be
supplemented by a description, Rom
their teachers, of their educational activi-
ties over the four years as a further vali-
dation of the student's achievements.

The student can then go to a unit in

(continued Rom i»sge 9)
spons complex in a safe environment with
sufficlent room for further expatision as the
needs of th» growing township increase.

In July 1996, work began on the con-
struction of a new sports complex in the
Cultural Zone of Aumville. Trees were
cleared to prepare the gmund for a football
field, a gymnastics fioor, a storeroom with
toilet facilities and minimum infrastructure
in terms of water pipelines, connections
and pathways. The new sports gmund has
trees lining the playing fields and shading
them fmm the afternoon sun. It is fenced
afi around and entry is restricted with a
view to keeping a check on straying ani-
mals. Two vofieybail courts, a basketball
court and a wild grass handball field are
now ready.

Future plans for the sports complex in-
clude a 400 m running track with athletic
facilifies endosing an international size
football and hockey field, extra basketball
courts, tennis and volleyball couns, a dance
studio, a swimming pool with diving facili-
ties, and a sports research centre.

School sports is offered to 100 children
every week day from 4 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
The children aged benveen 6 and 17 are di-
vided into groups with names they choose
themselves, such as peaches and cherries,
mangoes and tangerines, blackcurrants etc.

tt1: Hair did rhe Xetv School project
originate.

Peter: Two years ago, I was invited by
SA!IEE to teach science for a year in Last
School. During that time, I kept hearing
people say that the needs of adolescents
are not being well met in Aurovifie at pre-
sent, and that the kids are not confident
that they can get the kind of education
here that wifi prepare them for life.

When I returned to Aurovifie last year,

They are ofiered instruction in athletics
team and inter-individual games and gym-
nastics. Twice a year ail the children partic-
ipate in Aurolympics-a meek-long sports
event in athletics and team games.

The teams comprise children of all ages
grouped together according to their capa-
bilities. Working as a team and helping one
another as team-mates is the consequence
of such a structure. There is little scope for
individual rivshy or detrimental competi-
tiveness. Everyone has their own pen'or-
mance scale for reference, which they im-

'pmve with practice thereby minimizing
peer conilicts.

Yves, Fiuoza, Raieev, Falguni, Anton,
snd a few other adults are part of the seam
that coordinates the program with consis-
tent dedication. Successfully handling a
hundred Auroville kids is an achievement
in itself. In spite of afi the odds, tantrums
and misbehaviour by the kids and unwar-
ranted criticism from their parents born
time to time, it has not deterred them &om
their task of continuing and fuither im-
pmving their aims and programmes. They
believe that unity, wfil power, sheer hard
work and team spirit are vinues inherent in
sports which the children will imbibe to
make them better individuals for tomormw.

Sberg

vant, while the sndf that really needs to
be learned in the light of this impending
catastrophe — for example, how ecosys-
tems work and how we, as humanity, fit
in — is not being taught. So I' ve come to
feel strongly that education should pre-
pare children for the kind of life they are
going to have to live: that they should be
provided with the tools to tadde new
challenges.

These concerns and ideas I brought
with me. But I found much of what I'd ar-
rived at before echoed in the work of Sri
Aurobindo and the Mother, particularly
in regard to the percep.
tion that what we need
to lace global chal-
lenges is not new tech-
nology but a change in

Peter Thur?oil

Did you c onsider
nying to work with rbe
Last School teachers, to
import some of these
ideas into the exisring
educational ser-vp?

When our group
began discussing long-
term adolescent educa-
tion, I assumed we'd be

working together with the Last School
people. Eut then the situation arose of
the gmup of Transition children who
didn't want to attend Last SchooL

There is also another principle eluci-
dated by Sri Aurobindo where our per-
ception appears to difier from that of the
Iast School teachers. Sri Aurobindo mid
that children should be consulted in the
process of their education. For me this
means more than asking them "What
would you like to learn?" It means also,
"How do you want to learn it?" Pracficafiy,
this means involving the students as
much as possible in decision-making con-
ceming issues which a!lect them, deci-
sions which we'B ny to make through a
process of consent. For example, we
would lfice the students, in collaboration
with the teachers, to make a set of rules
reymBng behaviour at school.

As I understand it, the Last School
teachers don't believe that such a process
will work — that makhtg rules will only
encourage students to break them. Who
knows? Perhaps in a few years I'B discov-
er they' re correct. But right now it's an ex-
periment in human relitions that I'd like
to try.

There are other ways in which New
School will difi'er Rom Last School. For
example, in New School sldfis Bke prob-
lem-solving, critical thinking and leader-
ship mill be explicitly developed and eval-
uated and, as Tve already mentioned, the
curriculum wifi be covered as an inter-
disciplinary integrated whole rather than
a series of separate subjects.

Some people may feel that preparing
students to succeed in the reaL world is
s omehow i n co ntradiction t o wh at
Mother wanted of education in Aurovifie.
Eut I don't believe there needs to be any
contradiction, because the skills you
need to succeed in the larger world — like
skills of interaction and self<irected
learning — are exactly the same skills you
need to contact your psychic being.

Aurovifie or a college outside and show
them this documentation as evidence of
their competency in difi'erent areas. Many
colleges in the U.S., induding Harvard
and Yale, now accept such documenta-
tion for their entrance requirements. If,
after four years, students elect to prepare
for a speciific exam we will assist them to
do so in the fifth year, perhaps in con-
junction with the Centre for Further
Learning.

In the long term, I think it would be
wonderful if Aurovfile had an interna-
tional college offering higher education

to those who wish to
complete their studies
here, a cofiege which
would welcome highly-
motivated stu dents
from el sewhere in
India and the world,
but for the moment we
have to prove in New
Scbool that we can suc-
cessfufiy run the basic
course.

prom aninrerriewbyAIan
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existence.

fixed.'

ne of the most remarkable con-
cepts of Aurovifle is its master
pbn, laid out in the form of a
spiral galaxy — a galaxy in which

several "arms" seem to unwind flom a
c entral re g ion . In int e rviews w i t h
Aurovifle Today in 1988 and 1992, Rag&
Anger explained how this plan came into

'Mother had given a couple of parame-
ters: the division of the city inta four
areas, or zones, and the number af peo-
ple for whom the c ity i s envtvaged
(50,000). The division into those four
zones (industrial, residential, intemation-
ai and cultural) is unique, and hss no
p recedent in t own p lanning. On t he
basis of this scheme, we, the architects
and town planners, started ta make sug-
gestions to her. This was done in sever-
al stages, and finally the Galaxy came
out and was presented as a model to
Mother, and accepted by her as a plan
that ansvvered to her parameters. She in-
spired and guided the mark. When I
t alked t o Mo ther o n e day about
Aurovifie, she said that the city already
exists on a subtle level, that it is already
constructed, that it is only necessary ta
pull i t down, to make i t descend on
earth.
The galaxy plan shows the Eoar zones,
which are interconnected through the
"crown, the second circular road around
the Mauimandir. From the Crown, twelve
roads radiate outwards as part 'of the In&a-
structure. Some of them sre accompanied
by a succession of fagli-rise butidinas
wivch constitute the so-czfied "Lines of
Farce", essential for the &smework of the
city and for the integration of afl access to

; the city centre... Eat the Flan is noi fin-
. ished. On the contrary; the city is still to be

invented, everything has stifi io be done
through the daily experience and rhythm
of the Anrovtfians. Apart from these Lines
of Force, everything is Sexible, nothing is

The Lines, of Force, then, are impem-
tive, for without them there would be no
spiral galaxy. But ever since their con-
ception, the Lines af Force have been
subject to much crit icism and have re-
ceived r'emarkably little supp'ort: Those
opposed point to the fact that high-rise
buildings are very unpleasant to live in;
that they are out of fashion in many parts
of the world and are being pufled down;
and that they are not environment-friend-
ly. Should Aurovifle in 1998 contemplate
building large structures which date from
a town p lan conceived in the sixties?
Shouldn't we rather learn from the expe-
r iences e l sewhere in t he wor l d ?
Supporters emphasise that if one accepts
that Mother was the direct inspimtion
and guide behind the master-plan, and
that Mother's vision was from a higher

One of those who accepts the Lines of
Farce as a workable manifestation of
t he spiral galaxy concept, i s t h e

young Canadian architect Dominic. He
came to Aurovifle bst year,
and, dissatisfked with the pre-
s ent bu fld ing a c t ivities i n
Aurovifle, thr e w him self
wholeheartedly into the man-
ifestation of those much ma-
ligned Lines of Force.

"We are working naw on
the smallest one", explains
Dominic. "This building will
be 240 metres long, and 12
metres wide, and will have 90
to 120 units providing accom-
modation for apprcnjkuately
550 people. At i ts highest
point it will have seven sto-
ries, at its lowest two, and as
you can see from the model,
the building is slightly curved
and increases gradually in
height. It is the intention that i, s'
the lowest level of this line of
Force will be d uected ta -

iids the city centre: Once.
we have learned f rom - th is
Line of Force, we can start
with the others, until we reach the largest
one, which wifl be 900 metres long. This
building would also have the hi'ghest
level duected towards the city centre. So
the lines of Fznce grow horizontafly and
slowly increase in height towards their
end. This avoids the typical 'block' aspect
of the apartment buildings. At the same
time, they create artificial hiBs and differ-
ent heights in the city instead of having
big skyscrapers or a flat city."

Are we tafldng futuristic nonsense
here? "Most certainly not!" And Dominic
explains that afl t echnical aspects are
being iufly considered. Take for example
the problems of sound pol lution. Says
Dominic: "The design techniques to pre-
vent sound poflution, even in the tropics,
a re developed and w el l k n own. The
buiilding will have a few hanging gardens,
to enhance its beauty and increase the
liveability. There will be a green wall, afl
along one side of the building, to absorb
the heat and give to the occupants the at-
mosphete of living in a green surround-
ing. Each apartment will have its own'ter-
race, probably with a garden, so that fufl
privacy is guaranteed. Underneath the

level of consciousness than. that which is
normafly accessible to us, it follows that
there is a Truth behind the concept arid
that we should endeavour to f ind that
Truth.

was built 65 years ago in the Sri Auro-
bindo Ashmim under the direct inspira-
tion and guidatice of Sri Aurobindo and
The Mother. But we da not want to copy
Golconde with this Line of Force. After
afl, we live at the beginning of the 21st
century, and we have to use the achieve-
ments of today. Also, Aurovilians da not
live the same lifestyle as ashramites„and
the building s'bould also house families
with chi1dren. v

building there will be a big water tank,
- and tlat wFter will be pumped upwanls

by solar pumps with sobr panels posi-
tkined on top of the buiilding."

"Ultiinatefy," says Dominic, "it is beau-
tytharcaunts. The concept ofbeauty and
the qtmstion how to put consciousness
inta matter attracts me to build a Line of
,Farce. My great example of a perfect
builiflug in the tropics is Golconde which

ines hf' Force wfll become neces-

alise that the city of Aurovifle is
pbuned on a very small territory — a eir-
de of two arid a half km. cflameter — and
only part of that is intended for residen-
t ial purposes. We cannot continue with -
the present building trends, for then we
will never be able to house the 50,000
peopb Mother spoke about.,lt is not rea-'
sonable . t o ex p ect tha t ind i v idual
Aurovifians need 200 sq.m for their living
area aud a big garden to surround their
houses. This Line of Force has an apart-
ment patterii o f 25 sq.m each, so that

h sarj. Most Aurovilians do not re-

SISII05 galaxy trit?rf0i.fae?tttrtuh

vidual as wefl as semi-caflective,"

wifl be the usual resistance, whichmifl try
to block implementation. We have so far
not attended any meetings, but have
worked on the technical problems and
on some models. We intend to have an
exhibit'ian in May, to shaw what is feasi-
ble and to answer the objections which
people may raise. If those can be met sat-
isl'actorily; we would like to start with the
middle section of this small Line of Force,
15 apartments for 50-35 people.

Of course, this section wifl be com-
pletely experimental, we have no choice.
There is an idea to experiment with hol;
low earth blocks, comparable to the hol-
low cement blocks one finds elsevyhere
in the world but then made ftam mud
with 5% cement, which could give some
type of ventilated walls. We estimate that
(he costs will be in the range of Rs 8,000
to Rs 10,000 per sq.mfk A number of
Auravilians have committed themselves
to manifest this truly collective experi-

Franz an interview fzy Care?

one's requirement can be from 25sq.m
up to 125sq.m. The s~ l a partments of
25 sq.m mould need to have common fa-
cilities. They could be compared to the
rooms in Golcande, which are 24 sq.m
each. So the building would, accommo-
date afl kinds of housi~ att e rns, indi-

So far the theory. What are the pro-
spects for realisation? Dominic: "There

ment."

Model of the first Line of Force Paoros ON THIS PAGE COURTESY Douiisc
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"PBIIIESS"
There are seven of them: Dominic, Anandi
snd Joseba, Ane and Eric, fjjfjchhfe and
ygroniniN. They have a few things in com-
mon: they all joined Auroldjte in the recent
past, none more than three years ago; they
all came for the Galaxy and want to live in
the ciiy; they eg want to build the first Line
of Farce; and they have joined forces to
construct the grrsl section nf that Line,
which they have baptised "Pmgress.a

t is a very daring name' admits Eric
'We thaught fi rs t abaut " Endu-
rance" and "Gratitude," but the iat
ter was already taken fa corn'mani

tyaear'by Ceiutude, eds J and Endurance
saunded, well, a little bit too hard. So it
became "Progress," a name which ex-
presses to a ceriain extent what we hope
to achieve for Aurovifie on many levels
with this sect'ion of the first Line of Force:
on the level af manifesting the city; on
the IeVel o f advanced bu i lding tech-
niques; on the level of ecology; and for
Aumviue's social life.'

Bric sets the tone for the evening dis-
cussion. Why do people choose to invest
their money aud energies in such a chal-
lengmg project?'Jaseba explains it for afi
af them: 'we «ud not come bete to live
comfortably in a big at Iuxnriaus man-
sions. We came here to experiment with
a new wav of cite life which can serve as
a model for other citie elsewhere on the
phr.et. If Aumvifie is to be f h e city the
m=h need». v;e have to do research in
Iaw. medmm and h igh density l iving.
'iehar we plan to realise with this f irst
line of Farce.w ~ In m e«Benet dctu
sity lifi: styles.' Anandi 'We are nat talk.-
ing abaut capying western lifestyles. We
are talking about eifectuating a change,
abaut discavering that something else is

possible and can lead to a better style of
life.' Anei 'When we took the decision to
conic to Auroviue, it was because it is
Mother's city and because the concept af
the Galaxy is form the concepe of the fu-
ture, soinething wc; feel very deeply. The
way the city 'of Aurovule is developing at
present is rather conservative and does
not show niu'ch audacity to jump towards
'the futui'e realizatior«s Auroville' s Charter
speaks af. The Gal'axy concept, an the
contrary. is futuristic. There is still much
confiict amund t hi s concept and t he
uncs af Farce, but we think they are full
of patemiauties and that they can be the
bash far a very harmoniaus collective

anyone else, but that is no reason not to
g ive it a fresh uy.' Joseba: 'I think i t is
preferable to meet with defeat in trying
to manifest this building, than to cower
«lovm in a false type of security and not to
try at au.' Anandii 'There must exist a true
Aurovifie collectivity on a subtle level that
has been trying to materialise itself for
many years. The attempts have become
failures, but in calling them failures, we
are perhaps too critical: they were learn-
ing processes and our experiment wiu be
another one. We go to school, and we
learn haw to create a collective life where
there is space for the development of
each person's being on au the levels of
the p ersonality, p hysical, emotional,
mental and spiritual.'

L
hfe.

.s'Aurovifie eben by itself not cafiective
enough? 'It afi depends how you de-
fine "couective"', says, Anandii 'For ex-

ample, eating t ogether i n t h e S o lar
Kitchen and sharing a washing machine
is definitely an aspect of "collective life",
but that is not what we are talking about.
What we in this sectian of the Line of
Force — the other sections may develop
«Bjferently — wouId like to do is to discov-
er and develop a collective way to grow,
to share experiences, to experiment with
a d fi ferent s t yle o f l if e . ' Mi ch&le:
'Essentially, we talk about each helping
the other to develop the inner being, and
to find that inner connection between
the people who are going to live there.
Vi?e are concerned that the l ifestyles in
Aurovifie are increasingly becoming con-
servative, people living an their own or
in family' chcles, shatiing very little, and
there are quite a number of people who
lead even lonely lives.' Eric: "fhere, is of
course the criticism that many at'teinpts
have been made in Aurovifie to realise.
S'tnue~ nixi e ufe , «eotrthuf
tttey au 'have a«Bed, mostly for reasons af.
personalities. And we realise that our at-
tempt may become another failure. We
wiB pmbably meet the same pmblems as

t he aspect of couectivity will not only
manifest in l iv ing together in t h is
section of the building, but already

in the earlier phases of planning and con-
struction. Joseba: 'The building is big and
complex, a«id we will have to mix dii'fer-
ent approaches and specialities, archi-
tects, artists and builders, water special-
ists, ecologists, an d mo re. ' A nandi:
'Those who oppose multi-storey build-
ings always state that they are not ecolog-
ical. We would like to stress that this I.ine
of Force will not be like that. The build-
ing wBI have hanging gardens and there
will be a green wall situated a few metres
in front of it. There will be many green
spaces around it. Solar energy for pumps
and lighting will be used. There wifi be a
waste water treatment plant and a large
rain water catchment area and storage
tanks underneath the building. We plan
to use innovative building techniques
such as houow earth blacks whic'h sre
cumin«et«sd under high pressure without

'any addifion of cement — we are in the
final phase of testing the machines that
we have specially designed for it. These
hollow bricks will be used for walls and
floors. We will reduce the use ofsynthet-

ic paints. In short, we are as much con-
cerned about ecology and sustainability
as anybody else.' Ane: 'Last but not least
t here is the lab ou r as pect . Th e
Aumvilians should be fully involved in
the construction, with a maximum use of
construction machinery.'

hese are the dreams that they wish to
manifest. But dreaming is not neces-
sarily negative. Eric: 'When Aurovige

started, it was barren, and the greening
of the wasteland was something about
which one could only dream. But th e
Force was there and it happened. We feel
that the time is ripe now for another step,
to experiment w i th a L ine o f Farce.'
Joseba: 'We feel that in this moment high-
er density buildings are needed. If there
are pmblems, let's tiy to find solutions
for them instead of blockhtg aB pmgrem.
If there are difficulties, lets try to over-
come them, instead of giving up. With a
bit of imagination and daring, and with
Mother's help, we can go far, very far in-
deed.' Anandi: *Sure, we are dreamers,
and of course, we wil l make mistakes.
But let's try our best, no?'

How far are the plans from realisa-
tion? Ane: 'We are mounting an exhibi-
t ion on the Line of Force in May in the
Visitors Reception Centre, where we will
show others what we p lan to do . We
hope we can interest more people to join
the first section, which wifi house 15
apartments for 30-55 individuals. We
plan to build in a modular way so that
first our sectian, later the entire building
can take shape gradually.' Anandi: 'We
also hope that the community will agree
to this experiment. The involvement of
the community in this project is very im-
partatit ta us. We are not interested in
just building something for ourselves. We
will need the support from the conuqut
nity, and a lot of ce-operation in order to
manifest "Progress".

Fmm a talk with Caret

adise...

e walk along the Oval, the
small road which divides the
park fmm the inner gar-
dens/amphitheatre area, and

which will have a water channel running
just outside it. Parts of this water body
have already been excavated, and we sthp
to look at a small experiment: a small
pond has been lined with two layers of
lime mortar to see if it is suificient to seal
it. It. works. Passing thmugh the site of
the former Camp, the Peepal tree stknd-
ing now in magnificent isolation, we see
in the distance the control building of the
new Solar Power Plant. "It has not been
working so wel l so far," says Divakar.
"There appear to have been some prob-
lems with the batteries or the inverter, so
as yet we cannot say how much power it
wil l contribute." (T he pr oblems have
since been solved — eds.)

We reach the Amphitheatre. The lay-
ing of the red Agra pavings has long been
completed, but silicon varnish has been
applied to them recently to prevent the
growth of a fungus during the rainy sea-
son: this treatment wil l have ta be re-
peated every two or three years. We see
same samples of the polished granite
which will. be laid in a circle on the top
rim of the Amphitheatre. Bill speculates
that it may become a roller-skaters' par-

We walk towards the main structure,

passing between what wil l become the
W'trdens of Wealtli and Utility. There is lit-
tle to be seen now except for some basic
contouring. "Before we begin planting
the gardens,s exp'lains Divakar, "we Pave
to finish afi the contouring and lay the in-
&asnucture. And we have to move au the
workshops." The contouring i s b eing
done according to Roger's design, but it' s
stiB not dear how the gardens will finafiy
be planted. Roger doesn't favour further
planting. Mother, however, wss dear that
each FXrden should be planted in such a
way as to evoke a distinct consciousness,
and she told N aiad, who b egan the
Matrimandir Nursery, "The gardens are as
important as the M atrimandir ' i tself '.
Divakar notes that this is not widely un-
derstood among donors; "it's very difii-
cult to get money for this work."'

Actually, getting funding for anything
not involving the outer and inner skin
and the disks remains a major problem.
"We' ve had a small pick-up in funding this

2nX6mn~QiX ZlnMnDioi~
I's 9M on o sgcky Aprg roolddlg and some of fhw Atrovtfhs Today
leam are osserrrbtbno at fttw hjfalrtrrranrlr aNce. The bgcrfrfrrtancgr
Coordfncdfort orrelrfs has agrvrwcf to updrsfw IN on Orfyrrvrea cntcf ffws

fcdwsf ftfrsas, anrf Ovcdtrw crncf WaNwr cue to fsrs ow fyufdws.

year," says Divakar, "because we' ve con-
tacted some new people. But all work on
the petals and general infrastructure, for
example, has to be done aut af unspeci-
fied funds, and these are far too little."

We reach the inner petals. We de-
scend the passage hem een the looming
walls of ewo petals, clad with Agra stone,
and turn into one of the partially com-
pleted meditatian rooms. Each room will
h ave the same d imensions, bu t t h e
colour o f each (corresponding to t he
qualities enumerated by the Mother) wiB
direr, as wBI the patterning of stone on
the corridor outside, "They will be open
to those who may not always want to go
ta the Chamber, or may want ta come
here first as a preparation. But, just as in
the Chamber, these smag rooms are for
individual concentration, not organized
med'itations."

This raises the whole issue of the su-
pervision of these meditation spaces and

area. "At present i t 's a struggle", says
Divakar, "because everything is so open.
It will be much easier in the future when
there will only be one point of entry to
the whole area." This will be by the west
entrance, and Roger has a design for a
new Receptian Centre a t t ha t p o in t
which will provide much better facilities
for visitors, induding, perhaps, a video
viewing roam.

We come out of the petaL and de-
scend stol further to the base of the
sphere. Here there mill be a pond, dad in
gra'nite or marble in which the raywhich
has passed through the sphere wnl be re-
flected. Looking up, we see apenings in
the base of the sphere. These, along with
the main doors and a few meshed port-
holes, are the places where fresh air en-
ters the sphere (the Chamber has a sepa-
rate ah-conditioning system). "We don' t
know yet whether this will be sufiicient
to ventilate the sphere or whether we wBI
have to use mechanical ventilation," says
Divakar. Calncideneauy some air-condi-
tianing people from ECC are expected
any moment to discuss this issue.

As we cfimb out from tlte base af the
sphere and laok upwards, it's obvious
that the sand-blasting work in prepara-
tion for the application of the Kemperol
waterpraofing is fmished. Apparently the
whole area was covered in a layer of dust
during the work; even as we speak, scaf-

(continued on page 5)

the control of visitors to the Matrimandir
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Walter.

(continued Rom page 5)

folding is going up around the grey-look-
ing Banyan tree preparatory to deaning
the dust ofl' its leaves! Nonnagy, the ap-
plication of Kemperol ( for wh ich' the
German company has now been per-
suaded to give a 15-year guarantee)
would have started immediately after the
sand-blasting, but when people from the
Kemper company arrived t o i n spect
Matrimandir, they advised that the port-
holes needed additional stainless steel
frames around them. These — alj 700 of
them — are now being manufactured in
Pune and should. be delivered in a few
weeks. Such unforeseen chaflenges dear-
ly play havoc with any attempt to come
up with a r igomus timeframe for com-
p leting w ork on and arou n d
Matrimandir.

Meanwhile producrion of the disks
continues, New ovens for fusing the glass
tiles have been constructed, and 26 small
disks have been completed at the present
production rate of two a week,

Up on the second level inside the
sphere, the intricate marble mosaic work
on the stairweB is complete. We ask
about the status of the waterfafls and the
eternal flame sculpture planned for this
level by Roger but opposed by many in
the community as being unnecessary dis-
tractions. "As far as I know he sriB wants
the waterfafls, but I 'm not sure i f the
flame is s t il l be ing considered," says

One of the ramps curves above us.
The ramp parapets will be in glass which
has to be bent to a precise curvature in
Calcutnt. '%'e've just sent the drawings,"
says Divakar. "It's a dflflcult operation be-
cause the curvature of the two rsinps is
dff'ferent; as is each section of the ramp."
On top of the ramps wBI come a white
carpet, similar to the one in the Chamber
but not as thick.

How to keep this clean? In future,
socks wifl be issued before people as-
cend to the second level. But this alone
wiB not guamntee deanliness as people
bring in dust and dirt on their do thes
and skin. '%'e considered Instalflng afr
curtains or blowers at tbe entrance to
dean the dust off visitors," says Walter,
"but .then we realised that i f you are
sweating, the dust will. stick to your sldn
and not be blown off." One possible so-
lution might be to ask people to take
showers i n the p l anned Reception
Centre bi;fore they enter the structur e.
The Matrimandir team is also consider-

ing issuing at tbe entrance loose
suits which can be worn over one' s
existing clothing. One only hopes
that the air-conditioning wil l be
working weB in the Chamber.

Meanwhile, the German glass
expert Dedef and h is team are
about to make some experiments
w ith the coloured glass for the
inner sldn: he w i B erect some
s mall t r iangles o f g lass i n t h e
sphere to see how they look. (See
accompanying article.)

We dimb up narrow stairways
to the top o f the structure and
look out acmss Aurovifle. From
this vantage point one can see the
pattern of red stone and grass on
the outer p etals, and th at t h e
petals get larger to the south. As a
wind swirls up a dust doud, one
also begins t o a p preciate how
much water will be needed to irri-
gate the projected gardens. "We
will have to build two overhead .
tanks, a minimum of ten metres. high,
somewhere in the garden or park area to
provide water for the drip-irrigation and
sprinlder systems," says Divakar. Roger
has already designed them. Five wefls are
a lready pro v iding w a t er for the
Matrimandir area which pmbably wiB be
sufflcient for future needs.

At our feet are tbe stainless steel bohs
for fixing the disks. Above us is the crane:
its flnal task will be to lih the disks into
position. And then? "It will be dismantled
and taken down. Probably vre'B build a
scaffolding r am p to fa c i l i tate this.
Another idea is to use an Anny heli-
copter. Krishna Tewari jokes that he is
ready to call them in at any time..."

Once the crane is removed, the per-
manent heliostat array', which is ~
simpler than the present arrangement
and is already complete, wiB be put in
position in the centre of the roof. Wrth
some adjustments, this may result in. a
more visible ray Ming upon the globe in
the chamber.

We make our way down and out into
the midday sun. At the ofgce, we are
given a f o lder containing the M atri-
mandir brochure and four beautiful
colour cards which have just been print-
ed. Tb e c ards shovr t l i e um , the
Matrimandir and a simulation of how
Matrimandir wil l look when the golden
disk dadding is complete.

he ftftobtrnonsgrsrriorkshop: fsdng the g'old-g
the outer skin continues,.

edef is a German engineer who,
for nearly a year now, has been
coming to Aurovifle regularly to

' work on a l l aspects o f t h e
Matrimandfr skin that have to do wt6i
glass; the producuon of the glass-gold-.
giass sandwich tfles that wifl be fixed on
th'e disks to decorate the outer skin, and
the prnstuction of the rose coloured glass
triangles that will be used for the inner
sfdIL

How m giaxe tbe inner giass skin te
achieve the nsqnhud elreet hea Bnafly
been resolved. "There ssras quite a pmb-
lem Ie., creating the exact colour," says
Detlef..*'Mother once gave to Roger
Anger, the architect, a piece of her saree
to indicate the colour of the light in the
i nterior. That co lour was a k i n d o f
salmon-orange (the colour of Aurovifle),
and is turtremely dflflcult to make. It was
only at 'the end of January this year that
we were able to determine afl the com-
pottsatts that, make up this colour: or-
ange,, vrhite, yeflow, red, bhte, green and
pink. These component coloursrwifl be
imported, fmm Germany in the form of
glass powders. What we have to do bere
is to mix these colours in the correct pm-
poriions, apply them to the t riangular

pieces of glass that are
manufactured i n I n d ia,
and melt the powder and
t he glass together in a
special ki ln. But this is
not yet enough. We will
have to apply exlxa layers
of some colours later on.
T his is because of t h e
way the r ays o f l i ght
strike the glass. The ef-
fect of l ight striking the
g lass from an angle i s
completely, d iff erent
from that of light commg
in straight. We have a few

. samples h ere wh ich t h at.
show'the difference be-

C o l o u r i n g t 4 e i n n e r s k i n

GetFihg it ligh4
tween glass where the white and orange
colours are mixed together, and glass
where the orange aud white colours are
applied in hyers The only way to test this
is t o fn stsB sample p i eces i n t he
Mattimandir, and study the effect of indi-
rect light (Bght that is reflected by the
sldn and the backs. of the disks) as it
shines from the ou tside through the
glass.

"The problems of fusing, of course,
ari," weB known in the Beld of ghrss man--

to see thht the Geenan glass powdenr
and the glass which is manufactuted in
India have the mme coeiflcient of expan-
sion — this is a number 0.000085 that we
have to achieve to the last digit, as other-
wise it would result in the glass crackmg
The whole process is not going to be
easy. Baking the glass, for example, at a
temperature that is ten degrees too high,
would change its 'colour. We pla'n to
build om own ldln where we can flre
two — and later maybe. even three — trian-.
gular glass piecea in one go. One flring
will take 24 hours to compIete, and later

mill have to laminate the glass for
safety reasons. The k iln w i l l measure
2.80 x 4.80 m, 30 cm height and 60 cm at
the, top of the arch. The kilos are fairly
unique — only a few of these huge kilns
exist in the world today. But taking into
account ail the technical difliculties that
we run into, I stiB think we might be able
to flnish the requisite 800 triangles in
about two years. "

AII dus inihcates the birth of a glass
industry in Aurovifle. Concludes Detlef:
"When afl this work is fuushed, this unit
can move to the industrial zone. We have
a team here of very skifled and talente'd
people, and there. is a big requ'est for ar-
cbiteemraI I)ass. There is potential for a
g lass unit, which can eatn a l o t fo r
Aumville and I am ready to help wi th

Basest on a,rafk with Canal

. r sat%I ave have to rake great care

At the Aftatftmondlr workshop:
Placing the gold-glass soncjwich tiles
ln the electric vacuum oven
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Dajing
Deboo

Ay mid-April the "season" is usually
aver, liilost of the guests and visitors
flee the summer heat. Many Aurovilians
are on their way ta visit family and

friends in coal climates, and no more cultural
performances are in sight for some months.

But this year there seemed to be a contin-
uing 'flaw of'entertaining events. Besides the
weekly jazz sessions on Sunday evenings at
the Vrsitors Center, several delighfful and var-
ied cultural p'rogrammes took place in the
span of a few days.

There was the, excellent solo danae per-
formance by Astad Debao (see adjoining 'arb-
cle}. A fascinating talk on the history of Tamil
cinema was held by a retired Head Post-
master of Chennaj fagawed, next evening,
with a screeniiig and discassian of an untyp-
ical Tamp moMe which did not have any
song-and-dance routines.

We were especially fortunate to hear Dr.
Prablia Atre, a renowned vocalist, deliver a
oaricerf of Hindustani classical music, as .she
rarely performs in public any more. Dr.
Prabha Atra, besides having a doctorate in
musicology and bei'ng a composer of over
200 compasffians and a performer, also
holds degrees in science and lawl Her warm
and subffe voice, singing lief owri cdmpasi-
tions, and her genffe personalty/ encharifed

On the 22nd af the morffr, the Nrityagram
Dance Eras hls Nm Bangalore gave a tradi-
5ar E 3aas aa Aawformance. Nrityagram
rs • H — M == ~~e d dance village autside
~ ~ r = : ~d ed hatedtothethraetradi-
=== Indhut classical dance forms: Kathak,
-Manipurk and- Qdissi-.The-student daacere
i among ffrem Kanehana fram Auravglej and
ane of Ihe teachers, all dressed kr colourful
na5ve Offissa costumes, mremerized the au.-
dience with their delicate and sensuous move-
ments, emphasising through their gestures
certain elegant aspects of Indian culture.

The laet Sunday of the month at the
I/liters Center witnessed a musical potpour-
ri in the evening, consisting of various types
of music presented by many different
Aurovige musicians, Eight-year-old Jones an
the drums and eleven-year-old Simon on the
keyboard, accompanying their respective fa-
thers, Holger on the electric violin and Pascal
on the saxophone, were the youngest to pei-
farm. Kerstin, Jill, Tine, Ange and Liane sang
songs, Johan played an the bamb'oo flute and
many guitarists and percussionists in differ-
ent carribinations treated the audience to a
vari'ed and interesting three and a half hours
before the Grasshoppers, a rock band from
Madras, took over the stage very profession-
ally with tireir James Brown songs, blasting
me away. Tirrake

STAD DEBOO exploded on
the S ri Au robindo
Auditorium stage Monday
night arid brought the crowd

to their feet in appreciation and gen-
uine affection for this big, bald man
in a white embroidered dress (his
first costume).

For those net familiar with Irrdian
dance, Astad Deboo has been classi-
cally trained in Kathakali and Kathkk
style dance. Added to his Indian
dance training have been hi's travels
to Cariada, Landon and Tokyo, en-
riching his dance vocabulary and ex-
perimenfing with a fusion of indian.
and Western dance/theatre move-
ments. He has performed in more
than forty countries and, by the
looks of the reviews, he has made
friends and delighted audiences
wherever he went.

In Auroville„he performed three
pieces, with an. encore (uausual for
him}, Beginning with an unnerving,
ethereal circular movement evoca-
tive of the circles of the whirling
dervishes, Astad at 'the center in
white was hypnotising, his costume
pinwheeling around him faster aad faster. The
second piece was a bitingly satiric commen-
tary en modem life. This was my favourite
piece, gaits shackirig for an Aurovige audience
used to stygsed dagos. Ostag an long alu-
minum ladder as a pr® Astad ascended and

the audience.

Niaaap
With referemce to the back cover p1@ure

of your April issue no. 111, is thebattle of red
wine already naturally Aurovljteg Such indis-
criminate publicity is immensely harmful to
Auro ville.

Dispatch from Vedapaaai
The first paragraph of Alan's article on

"The Town" (of Pondicherry, AVT no. 112}
contains four statements. The first is an exag-
geration, the second and third errors, and the
fourth a canard.
(1} "A seat ef Verge learning". Ag that is
known for sure is that arourid the ninth centu-
ry AD, a Pagava king 'made an endowment far
a "seat of learning" to be established in a vil-
lage near the present town of Bahoor (17 km
south of Pondicherry). It is not known
whether the school was actually opened or, if
so, what was taught there.
(2} "Former name was Vedapuri". Until its de-

Rffa, Avrev/5E

spent most of his life being a rebel."

struction by the French in 1748, the principal
temple of Pondicherry was the Vedapuri-
svaran Koil, located an what is naw Mission
Street. Vedapurisvaran is a name o'f Shiva. The
town was never called Vedapuffi, (3) 1nitieted
by the ancient sage Agastya". An inscribed
stone said to come from the Vedapurisvaran
temple contains the word "Agastyesvara" — a
relatively common name af Shiva in South
India. As of I BRI, there were seventeen tem-
ples to Agastyesvaran in the Auroville region
(that is, in the former district of South /boot}.
(4) "As legend has it". This famous legend
dates back precisely to 1969, and is the result
of a series of errors and a dollop of wishful
thinking more generous than any served up in
a Pondicherry ice-'cream place, A tawn wigt a
history as notable, and amenities as delightful,,
as these described in your othenvise ad-
mirable article, does not need to %e refuge in
fictional origins to bolster its self-respect.

Prrfer Hee/I
Sw Avrebarde Ashram

The historical data were taken from fhe
official Pond/o/rerrygaidebeok/Alan

Subacri tion Information

descended as if through the stages of life-
playing with the emotions of fear, regret, con-
fusion, disappointment, anger and joy,
Groping for a firm hold, recoiling in terror, ex-
panding with joy, Astad explored the emotion
al 'rungs" of a life overwhelmed by Isolation,
seeking a refuge which he never finds. The

PHDTQ NEElEEH KAlE

to me about his special pro-
jects, especially the work he is
doing with deaf children, both in
India and the U.S. In calcutta,
he has worked for ten years
with the same group of deaf ac-
tors, exploring .with them the
experience of their bodies,
using space, working with a
beat, with synchronicity and
continuity, The group, called
We Action Players, is led by
Zarin Chaudhuri. Ia the U.S., the
group of young, deaf adults
comes from Gallaudet College
in Washington, D.C., and they
are dancers. Here the work is
alao based on ffnding a body
vocabulary, sbgrress, emotional
expression and milne. These
projects are very dear to Acted,
but difficult to support ffnanchd-
ly. "I wish the funding would
come a bit more easily,' he says
sadly. He has spent most of his
life being a rebel, and the

themes of compassion and.suffering play a big
rale in his work. Astad Deboo gave Aurovige
an evening of modern dance: we were capti-
vated, amused, and astaunded. His in-your-
face commentary also was a wake-up eall,
startling us out af our calm acceptance of
every'day life. J///

IN MEMORIAM

LEAVE INO(A
NOTICES CANCELLED

The 'Leave India notices served twa
years ago to Alain Bernard, Juanita, Jean
Jacques'and Jean Merc have been lifted. The
Home Ministry initially decided to cancel the
Leave India Notices served to Jean Jacques
and Jean Iwarc, but to enforce those served
against,Alain Berhard and Juanita. However,
after hearing their personal pleas, the Home
Ministry gracefuily agreed-to cancel these
Leave India notices as well. Bays Alain: "We
definitely did feel Mothefs Grace acting,and
we are grateful for ag the support and con-
cern expressed by so many peoplel" The de-

TAMARA, one af Aurovige's lively, ffee and
open minded teenagers, dred fagawing a
mountain climbing accident iri Iffmlachal
Pradesh and vras cremated there on May
15th. She was almost 15yeara old.. '

Tamara was born in Auroyille/thx clar-
ity of thought.aad upbeat open ouffaok on
life combined with a soft and genge nature,
made her emerge remarkably sane, healthy
and direct from the more than regula} share
of difficulties in her childhood. She thaught
her awn thoughts and knew how to express
them, refreshingly frankly and clear,

The Auroviile youth organised a "quiet
gathering for Tamara" and pasters were
distributed in the community saying: "Ag
ar» welcome tonight. Please b/ing candles,
flowers and a lot of love."

About one hundred.Auravdians came
with candles and flavrers ta the youth cen-
tre and gathered near Tamara"s tree hause
andsatinaspontaneausquag ofdee si-
lence that lasted several h

SUNIL BHATTACHARYA from the Bri
Aurobindo Ashram, best known for his New
Year music compositlans which were
played in Auroviile every New Year's eve
over many yeah, passed away aa 20th
Aprii. Sunil carne to the Ashram in t942
and originally taught science in the /labrum
School. In the early 1950's, inspired by'the
Mother improvising apon the organ, he
began to compose. As he described it, "Bhe
revealed to, me the secret of a magic world
of music where harmonies meet and blend
to make melodies richer, wider, profounder,
and infinitely more powerfuL I have triad to
take, my music from Her."

Selections of his work were played in
the Amphitheatre on May 2I sb

cision of the Home Ministry means that ag
Leave India notices haye been cancelled,
with the exception af the one issued to Gilles
Pfeiffer, who had to leave India. The com-
munity hopes that this issue too will be re-
considered in due time.

CORt(ECTIOjij
The song Vande Mataram, sung by Ms.

Banal Mansingh at the end,of her perfor-
mance in February has been incorrectly re-
ferred to as "the National Anthem" in our
March issue. This should be the National
Bong. India's National Anthem is Jana-gana-

ENEPPripEPA rstPE for 1 2 lPNNH Of AKNKNAKE TEEAK AN: the
folEPP< AE: for India RP NEO; for Ether APE HIE PE RE 1EEO, Can
8 El, FF 19E, DM 60, H. Ura Ec000„oal EE, UE s aE, cx
EEE THH indudppthe ppslage Er Almla ill Plpapp AEHE your
lenlriENEPH(Or yaur SuPPorting PPHtriEIAIEH Ef EENEHihE
amount') eilher to the ANNAAlle lvvemAEPHAtAAAirp rl raur
Aounvr (AEE 10AA for Admln. AHd EAAE charges) Pr direAEy
to AuraV EH TOday, GEA OffiCe, Aulalllie SOEI DC CHP NEAP
• HEINE Ee IHEEP iNKKEErE EKAINNllre • FIEIE, EPEPariHQ:
'CPHESNEPH lel AlEEEEIP TOEAy'. VEN Will NHAEKA i' ve lKP
PAPA EiNHEK lKKN AENPriile. lAANKKNt cheques are rKElEHEE
tp bank cheques. EPAEAE dp Aal EpmlrKHAAr money PNAHA.
al CaSh. ENEAAHEEIE NEINKNKKE E PNHIHEEl Nilel lhell AEE-,
EPHPEPN is abaft to PKPiro.

ANPPHEP TPEPy PNNrEAE EvomlEEPN Eboul AutavEls, «A llP
tEHNEPNAllawnlhip in SPAIN-India,EHEHNAiEIK EEPHENE
N disbiEEIAE to AENPAEAAP EHE EIEEEE Al AuraHEE lH India
AHE lllll08d. Il dose HAI HEC!NAEIEE NIEHt EHI PlANE of lhE
ANHmEAEE m E whole.

stage space itself was used as
part of the exploratian: the pits
downstage which usually hold
the footlights also became a
hiding place and a trap from
which the dancer emerged in
the end with a triumphant 'I did
if. The next day, Astad spoke

aui's.mana.

Avr e 11e, June 1$$i
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A few weeks ago Santo announced that atter six years tn the jota,
he wasresigning as editor of fhe 4 JrNews. Love it or loathe lt, the
News remains the mainregular source of fnfonnatlon ln fhe com-
munity, and Santo, along with Hero, has given lf a unfrtue Savour
over the past years
Aurovllle Today went along to find out more a5out the man who
has saf so long in one of the bolter seats of 4urovNe
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used to Jive in a small village
beside Lake Garda in Italy: it
was very beautiful, a tourist
spot. Through some friends,

I came into contact with some people
o weri reading Satprem. I tried read-

ing him iuyself, but couldn't really get
into it. Later, I read Sri Aurobindo and al-
though I didn't understand much of it, it
had a very powerful effect upon me — it
inade me feel very' calm and peacefuL

'When I landed in Auroviile, I went to
the . community — Slancio — where Stef-
ano, an old friend from Italy, was staying.
lt was the most horrible experience, be-
cause when I arrived in the kitchen the
feeling fiom ail the young kids who lived
there, was, 'Oh, no, not another one'. It
was the time when there was hardly any
food, and they just couldn't al'ford to
have somebody else l iving there. But
they told m e a c apsule was I 'ree in

• Aurodam, and next day I moved there.
"In Aurodam things were better. I

spent a lot of time on my own, cycling to
. Pondy and buying books of Sri Auro-

bindo autLMother which I would read in
my room. I aSo began working on
Mat'r'uuandir. I got to know'the people in
Aurodam but I s t i l l felt separate, as if
there were .two different morlds. their
morld snd nuiae. Attd thu chiklrsn rItete
'were horrible... I'd never met such i l l-
mattslered children in my life!

"When, after a f ern months, I l e f t
Auroville I had no plans to return. But on
my last day in Pondy I had a very strong
experience. It's diffieult to mentalise, but
it was as if I was i. aperiencing something
of the power o f l ove, peace, ananda,
which Sri Aurobindo and Mother talk
about, It was so beautiful. From that mo-
ment, it mas clear, that I was going to re-
turn to Pondy and Aurovifie; not because
of the ideals or the people there but be-
cause of this experience which, I f el t
then, only this place could, give me.

"In September 1990, I returned for
the final time. I sutrted building a 'tem-
porarlr house in Aurodam (which. is still
very temporary and i ncomplete) and
began taking up various mork. Then Li
Mei asked me if I mould take over her
work, at the AV¹w s desk.

",At that time, the News mas not par-
ricularly controversial: there were a few
iueering reports, messages, and the be-'

ginning of the Letters Page. But then the
' firat Working Committee became in -
volved in trying to resolve the Aurelec
issue and people started writing letters
dn the topic to the News. As soon as me
'at the News ~ould publish one — whatev-
er its point of view — I would be accused
of being biased, just because I'd pub-
lished it! And these accusations contin-
ued fer the whole time I worked at the
News. God know's, it's not true. I have
snong op inions, bu t I ne ver, never,
never used die Nems io push my own

. viewsi itmouM'notbe correct.

A'V¹w s e d i tors — Hero and m yself-
mould censor or refuse to print certain

s hnother accusation was that t h e

material. In the first years, I can count on
the fingers of two hands the times we re-
fused to publish something, and this was
always because the issue was very sensi-
tive and the material we were sent could
make matters Par vrorse. (One reason me
print leners in a separate supplement
nom and no longer in the A VNews is that
people outside believe that 'everything
that appears in the News represents the
'oificiaf view of the community.)

"I.ster, we made cond'irions — for ex-
ample, no p ersonal attacks would be
printed — and many' times we refused to
print because some people simply can' t
keep to this: And you won't believe how
often Rauf s Roughspeak didn't get print-
ed! I always left the final decision up to
Hero — with whom, by the may, I had a
very good working relationship — but I'd
always find a way of letting him know if-I
didn't like Rauf s latest piece.

"Generally, though, I'm against any
form of censorship of information., I al-
mays fight f o r f u l l d i sdosuie. Why?
Because I see something like the A VNews
as a mirror of Auroville society... and if
you look in a mirror and see that your
face is dirty, you wash it. But if you never
look in a mirror and keep telling yourself
that everything. is sunny and beautiful
youTJL never bother to change. Of course,
I. know soII~, (dttds rd lnfotxuafion cail't
appear in print. Bnt then there should be
a forum, like a General Meeting., ~here
anybody can go and find out what's hap-
pening.

"Not everybody agrees w i th t h is.
Some people in Auroville are definitely
not wilfing to commtmicate, and the fear
that one of them would take over my job
at the AVNews to control what goes in
and what doesn't is a concern of many: it
also stopped me I'rom resigning earlier.
But now. I feel the time has come, this
phase of my life is finished: after six years
at the News I feel I am not progressing
any more, either inwardly or outwardly;
Auroville is both a cofiective and it is in-
d ividuals. In my l i fe, sometimes I go
through a phase when the collective is
important, at other times I have to work
more upon myself as an individuaL It up-
sets me when. people try to put this trip
upon me that 'You' re only cultivating
your own ego if vou're following an indi-
vidual path'.

" I really don't know mhat I mil l do
now. Sometimes this i s comfortable,
s ometimes it i s scary. But wh ile I g o
through my own ups and downs, I' ve
never, ever lost faith in,Aurovi1le. I see
m any t h ings h appening w h ich a r e
painful to m'e, and I think we have to go
through a healing process regarding the
old stories — The Sri Aurobindo Society,
the Neutrals, Shyamsunder etc.— which
are still strong, but I st il l have faith in
what Sri Aurobindo and.Mother rep're-
sent and what they gave us. And what
they gave me personally is still there, still

' strong and deep. If it was not for them, I
would not be here."

Fium an inrervfewwfrh ALan


