


RENEWABLE ENERGY

"The sun is the physical sign of the
Supramental, the goal towards which we

are moving in our Yoga."
The Mother

can be fed i n to
the state electrici-
ty grid. This sys-
tem, the largest
stand-alone pho-
tovoltaic p ow er
p lant i n I nd i a ,

bed in the coun-
try for decentral-
ized power gen-
eration.

The Solar
Bowl

The C u isine
Sa~ e Pour
T ous, the n e v ~
collective kitchen
of Aurav i l l e ,

elements and solar cancentrators takes its name fram the huge solar bawl
that mill be used to harness solar energy

The Solar Power Plant for for eaoking. The ferrocement base of this
Matrimancllr stationary bowl is already built and faces

Based on the Mother's remarks that s o u th, It. is 15 meters in diameter and 7
solar energy would be the energy of the m e t ers above ground level The sun' s
future, the Matrimandir Group decided to r a ys, trapped by a huge hemispherical
initiate a. special project that envisaged m i r ror, wil l focus on. a. cylindrical boiler
the use of photovoltaic cells ta provide whi c h w i l l fa l low the sun's position by
lighting for the inside of Matrimandir, as m e ans of a computerized tracking device.
well as for the area around the twelve O n a c lear day, sufFicient steam at a tem-
petals and in the gardens. perature of 150- C mill be generated in

The subsequent solar power plant that t h i s boi ler to cook two meals a day far
mas set up by CSR for this purpose can- 1000 people,
sists of 484 photovoltaic modules of 75 Jchn Harper, mho is part of the team
Wp each giving a total capacity of 96.3 building the bowl, has been interested in
kWp. A battery bank stores enough ener- the use of salar energy for many years.
gy to cope for two days without sun. The D u r ing the mid-seventies he spent two
plant operates in the bi-directional made: y e ars working with Chamanlal Gupta in
the batteries are first fully charged by the t h e so lar energy department at the Sri
solar panels after which the excess power A u r ob indo Ashram In the early eighties,

John buil t a p r o totype
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nique for m anufacturing ferrocement
doors... and this eventually led to our set-
ting up Auroville Building Centre (AV-

. BC) that promotes prefabricated ferroce-
ment elements, including ferrocement

. biogas plants and mud-brick technalogy.
AV-BC is the sale supplier of biogas

plants in th e A n daman and N i cobar
islands. Besides ferrocement biogas
plants, CSR, which is recognised by the
Indian Government as a S c ientific
Research Institution, develops and pro-
.motes high-performance multiblade wind
pumps, solar cookers, solar curing
devices for prefabricated ferrocement ele-
'ments, salar cancentratars, solar lamps
and solar pumps. It is also. involved in
researching water treatment systems.

"To me however, says Tency, "CSR's
biggest achievement is that it represents
a group of people mho work together
and evolve togetherin an absolutely non-
h ierarchical atmosphere mith no r e a l

. fixed rules.. That me have managed,
despitee v e , to grow tagether is a
perpetual wonder. It is'that which creates
the joy, the smile within and keeps one
going even when the times are rough,"

Solar Energy ln ALIrovllle
T he f i rs t s a lar p a n els c ame t o

Auroville in the early seventies. And
today, AurovilIe has more than 100 hous-
es fully powered by photavoltaic panels
and $5 houses that use solar pomer in
conjunction with the state-grid connec-
tian. Same communities, and the Visitors
~'Centre complex which acts as a deman-
=stration site for alternative technology, run

.
'solely on solar and wind energy. The
photovoltaic energy capacity in Auravilie
is more than 150/0 of the total photovolta-
ic capacity in India.

Solar energy in Auroville is used main-
ly for home lighting systems, pumping
water for drinking purposes and imga-
tion, heating water for domestic purpos-
es, and food p rocessing. Other solar
applications developed. are solar curing
changers for ferracement prefabricated

Matrlt~MIlr solar pewter phd

diameter at the Centre
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because af the oil embar-
'-'%-,-,;~~'I",".<",,,ji:43+~v."'I' go in the '70s, there was

%'irtcI generators
beIng tested at the

But unfartunately,, after
rhe supply of oi l w 'as
guaranteed again, interest

serves as a test-

bailer and cancentratar are based on the
French madel.

"One of the problems I had when I
built my first model at the Centre Guest
House was devising a system to tntck the
sun Nom, because af our experience in
putting, together the Matrimandir heliostat
to supply a steady beam of light into the
Chamber, me have the knowledge to
handle this technical aspect.

"To me, building this bowl is one step
towards the future. With this bowl we will
be producing steam for cooking, but
eventually the heat that yau trap cauld be
used for a variety af purposes such as
pumping water, producing mechanical
power, industrial process heating etc.
O ne can envision the w h ole o f o u r
Industrial Zone running on solar ener-
gy".

"It is a question of orientation. Walk
across an apen field on a brig' sunny
day — yau can feel yourself being roasted
and searched by the burning sun. or you
can feel a great joy in the perception that
you are being bathed in a pov;erful flood
of rich galden energyi"

Nincl Energy ln AIIrovNe
There are mare than 30 v-indmills of

various designs spread over the Auroville
plateau, far pumping ~ ater. Generating
electric pa~ t h r ough mind is somewhat
stymied by the fact that Auroville does
not always get the high velocity minds
that prevail further south. Two vind gen-
erators, which under optimum mind con-
ditions are capable of generating 4kW' of
power, are part af a hybrid solar and.
mind energy system that is being tested at
the Visitors Centre. "But", says Rabi, a
local wind energy expert, "it is more like-
l y that the ac tual ou tput w e g e t i n
Auroville will be as low as 0 2kW."

Windmills for pumping water have
been designed and built in Auraville by
Jean Paugault and other Aurovilians since
the pianeering days. The early Cretan
@windmill, made of wood and cloth-sails,
.one of the first designs af Auroville, could

andsubrent research into solar bowls
died down in the XX est.

"The onh other large solar cooker in
use in India is located at Mt. Abu i n
Rajasthan. This coaker has a capacity of
cooking for 1200 people and consists of
24 sepajate parabolic reflectors, each with
a reflective area of 5 m We decided,
upon a solar bov;1 v kh a single concave
mirror rather than separate parabolic
reflectors, because stability of the whale
system is an essential hctor f'o r us given
the strong ~inds that prevail during the
monsoon Though aur 6mgn differs from
theirs, me have had a. fruitful exchange of
ideas and informatian with the team at
Mt. Abu. Incidentally, aur.~ i n solar sci-
entist, Sylvie Rousseau has a clase contact
with Bernard Authier who develaped the
boml in Prance, and the design oF our

Visitors Centre



RENEWABLEENERGY

During an interview one of the Mother's secretaries recalled, "Regarding coal
and oii, the Mother said that both are fossil fuels and so. by their very nature,
belong to a dead past, We should look for our energy requirements from things
af the present ieading into the future. Nuclear energy is obtained by breaking
up the nuclei of atoms, and so, in its very principle, is a destructive energy, the
force selected by the antagonistic Powers that try for the destruction of the
world, the praiaya.
She said that one of the signs of the New Age will be when humanity iearns to
draw energy from above, from the inexhaustible source of the sun instead of
from below by denuding the earth."

'contI'nIIedjom page 2)

Wl be seen until recently. Wind energy
Aural iHe got a big timist in 1972 when

:ive discarded windnIHIS for pumping
v atcr were d onated hy t he N a t ional
Acranautfcaf Labol"Rtory. These we re
overhauled and madified sa successfully
that two are still aperational. In 1979, the
;Irst prototype high-autput windnIHI was
designed in Auroville and later led to new
models being designed and canstructecL
Rabi got interested in wind pumps when
he wanted ta instRH ane at Gaia in the
eighties... and this cventuaHy led to his '
managing the wind-pump division af
Aureka workshap.

Aureke end the AV55 Windmill
Aureka, in coHaboration with CSR,

designed the A u roviHe Ivluftiblade
windmill AV55 in 1984. A market study
dane for the Gavernnlent af The Nether-
I~nds in 1993 concluded that the AV55
~ ~ pump is one of the most cost-effec-

I

(Shyam Kumari, Mole Vignettes on Sri Aurobindo and Mother)

tive means of pumping water and is three
times more efficient than other windmills
In IndlR. Thc AV55 win(3, pump has been
subsequently included as an ExceHent
Example af Renewable Energy
Applications in the European Community
Joule project caHed "Power for the
World — A common c o n cept" . "The
design," says Rahi, "evolved from the
placticaf experience of Auravffians gained
in operating windmills for the last two
decades. The AV55 can be used for
pumping water from bareweHs Rs deep
as 100m as weH as far law-lift high-vol-
ullle output fratrI open wcHs."

"Aureka is not exactly a commercial
unit" conclucles Rohi, "and this, coupled
with the lack of skilled manpower and
infrastructure, prevents us from expand-
ing and extending aur services ta other
parLs of the country. Also, for a long time,
unlike other wind pump companies, we
did nat receive any support for aur efForts
from the Government." The MNES flnRHy
included the AV55 wind pump in their

vE J

subsidy programme in 1995 covering
approximately 30% of the cost of each
installation. Since then, in the last hvo
years, 33 AV55 wind pumps have been
lnstaHecl III other palts of I nc lla, Also,
Aureka has recently built up a rese;lrch
collaboration in the field of wind energy
v'ith Eindhoven University nf Technology
in Thc NetherlaIlds.

Future directions
Toine van Megen, soho is part af the

Renewable Energy Group in CSR, formu-
lated Rn cncrgy p o l lcv fo l A u ra vil lc
where RH its requirements would be met
froln renewable sources, Says Toine,
"Basically it would v ork as follows.
Smaller local loads (individual houses Rnd
small buildings) would be met mainly
fram,decentralisecf salar energy with grid
backup if required; mediunl-sized loads
(commul1ity bllllcllngs, domestic punlps,
etc.) v.auld be met from centralised solar
plants, biomass systems and hybrid sys-
tems v hich are grid connected so that
power generated in excess of our require-
ments is not wasted and is fed into the
grid. The grid would act as a.backup sys-
tem. Larger loads (incftlstries, pumping
stations, etc.) would be connected to the
grid, but lhe power consumed hy these
loads would be generated hy our wind
turbines, to be installed in one o f thc
windy areas in the south of Talnil Nadu."
CSR is working towards'these goals by
planning diverse prajects — which are at
various stages of canceptualization — for
making further use af wind and solar
energy. If favaurable winds continue ta
blow... then it is possible to endamage in
the near future that much of AuroviHe

O' Pramation, instaHRtian and mainte-

and the surrounding villages would he
pov ered hy clean renewable energy. But
such R renewable energy praglzm woulcl
require the suppart and eamntitment of
the whale community and nat just a few
dedicated individuals.

Some projects in the pipeline
A wind farm pra jcct in southern

Tamil Nadu that would meet aH the,
g rid-electricity r equirements o f
Aurovgle and sell the excess bacl- to
the State.

C+ Designing a smaller model of the
AV55 windmiH that would be more
cost-efFective than other slllalf wind-
mills currently available in the mar-
lcct fof plolnotlan tflrougf lout India.

Conducting R workshop for windmfH
manufacturers in India to demon-
strate and disseminate technology
for manufacturing windmills.

nance of gasifiers ar bio-mass gen-
erators in AuroviHe Rnd in the sur-
rounding villages ta provide energy
far small-scale industries and the
like,

O' Electric vehicles — cycles, mopeds
Rncl buses — ln thc city of DRwn.
The setting up of an Energy Service
Agency~ for the promation of renesv-
able energy in aH the f'our southern
slates af India.
A research/demonstration project to
aperate R solar photovoltaic system
with cancentrators of a total capaci-
ty of 48kW.

O' A r esearch and demonstration pro-
ject. funded by the E.C., ta operate
co-generators with sterling enyncs,
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GHAMAILAL GUPTA ON SOUN ENERGY:

"A spiiitual community cannot be unsustainable, can iK?!"
Chamanlal Gupta, wha joined the Sri
Aurabinda Ashram in 1967, is recog-

nised nationally and internationaHy as
an expert an solar energy. He is R fre-

quent visitar ta Aurovt1fe, having helped
Aurovilians over many years in the

de elopment and instaHation of renew-
able energy systems. At present he is

Rch~g on the design of the solar bowl
for the new collective kitchen.

At a I'cccnt fclnctlon In DCHll, when
the Centre for Scientific Research

~c ived an award fram IREDA far being
the best NGO in aH sectors of renewable

energy in India, Chamanlal also
received an award for his outstanding
contributian ta promoting Renewable

Energy in india.

became involved w ith Solar
Energy by accident, I was in a
research institution Rnd when my

bass put me in charge of the new Solar
Energy lab I was too lunlof to bc Rhlc to
sar no! Actually, in 1964 everybody
ridiculed me when they heard I was
doing research in salar energy: it had
a bsolutely no n a t ional pr ior i ty. I w a s
about to stop my work in this field when,
after presenting to the Mother a solar hot
~ ater system for use in the Ashram. She
v ~ate me a message: "Blessings far effec-
tiviv"'. This gave mc the strength ta con-

3 AIBA'
t
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CbamanM GuPta

tinue.
"This is only' one of the indications

that the Mother was in favour of renew-
able energy. Other indications are that in
1957 she already had a solar cooker, and
a windmill and biagassystem were oper-

tl

I m

ating in the Ashram, and in 1971, when
I told her I wanted to do renewable ener-
gy (RE) research in AuroviHe, she was
very happy and pramised me money.
T he cu lmination o f th a t pe r ia d of
research v-as Eco-house in Certitude,
which was the first integrally-designed
ecological house in the whole of Asia,

RE in Auroville
"In AuroviHe, there are RH the ele-

ments af a sustainable community — RE
systems, waste water recycling, appropri-
ate building materials etc.— bul Auroville
is still nat centred around sustainabilily.
AuraviHe has come as far as it has on the
shoulders of a few enthusiasts: the major-
ity o f Au r o v i l ians are s e n t i lnentaHy
attached to the idea of sustainability, but
they are not prepared ta organise their
lives around it. In fact, the predominant
image af AuraviHe for me at present is of
matarcycles roaring out af Bhalat Nivas!

"Yet AuroviHe, in comparison vith the
I 'cst of Incfla, has so nluch going for i t
when it comes to RE and sustainable liv-
ing. Here people are wcH-informed, able
ta maintain things weH, and maney is not
the huge problem that i t is elsewhere.
The problem is that old habits die hard, it
takes time far renewable technologies to
become established, and most people
don't have the commitment to stick with

something if there are initial problems.
"However, I was VERY pleased that

the Matrimandir solar power plant v;as
inaugurated recently. Matrimandir has
passed through IIIany stages. Tllere was
tile complctian af the excavatian. the fin-
ishing of the basic structure, the comple-
tion of the chRInbcr, Rncl the lnstaHRtlan
of the crystal — each one marked a defi-
n ite material Rnd occult stage. In my .
view, the inauguration af the salar power
plant is in the same category because
now, fo r t h e f i r s t t ime, M at r imandir
receives i t s p o w e r fr a m the sun.
(Previously, the power for the lighting of
Matrimandir came fram the State grid.
eds.) And since the Matrimandir repre-
sents, for me, the Truth of tVJRtter emerg-
ing from thc bowels of thc cRfth to Illcet
the descending Suprafnental Trutll, the
crystal naw becomes, at night as well as
during the day, the mectiltg-paint of that
descent and ascent.

"Finally, I'm as sure naw Rs I was on
the first day I came here that AuraviHe is
the right place far developing renewable
energy and other sustainable technolo-
gies. After aH, a spiritual cammunity can-
not be unsustainable, can ft<!"

Fram Rn interview by Alan



HOUSING Ba OEVELOPNIENT CONSTRAINTS

The Nousinl Crunch

TIIE IEIINNINII
nce upon a time, land for housing
was available aplenty in AuroviHe.
For there were few people and
they were encouraged to setlle on

and develop as much land as they could.
Or for those who gave their t ime and
energy to the building of Matrimandir,
there were makeshift and yet delightful
coHective housing projects in keet at
Aspiration ami the Matrimandir camp
The times were tough, the land barren. In
some places, there was no water or elec-
tricity. The living spaces, ususaHy in tem-
poraiy buildings, were often cramped,
But there was, a sense of community and
no housingshortage.

In the seventies and eighties, things
changed: permatient houses with indi-
vidual garden space gradually became
the norm. A u romodele especially
deserves mention here for it was intend-
ed as an experiment in housing and col-
lective living that would be a model for
the future c i ty . Th e f i rs t h ouses in

ation in particular, and development constraints in general,

"The Auroville Housing Service is extremely concerned about the
increasing number of Aurovilians without any financial means. We

know that it will be very difficult for them to get decent accommoda-
tion before many years, because their situation is entirely dependent

on the financial means of the community. The Auroville Housing
Service can only solve the most urgent and the most serious cases,
and this with the utmost difficulty. There are many cases pending..."

This is an excerpt from a recent letter written by the Housing Group. The
urgency of the situation led AvRovIu.E ToDAY to look into the housing situ-

Auromodele were designed by Roger
Anger, the architect of AuroviHe appoint-
ed by the Mother. However, the dimatic
and environmental factors of the tropics
hadn't been taken into account in the
design Also as a coHective living experi-

houses were too spread-out, the popula-
tion density too low. Unfortunately, this
pattern of development continued to be
r epeated i n ma n y oth e r ar eas o f
AuroviHe.

In the nineties, however, many real-
ized that if this trend of building detached
houses were to continue, the city would
not be able to house the projected 50,000
inhabitants. Construction of d e tached
houses and especially keet houses in the
city area was banned. It was decided that
the Residential Zone would house 55,009
inhabitants and be divided into Ave sec-
tors. Various ardutects were invited to
build coHective housing projects with a
certain density of population for two of
these five sectors.

ment Auromodele did not succeed. The

I

A

Man-availability of land
and mater'

How does one plan for a city when aH
the land needed Is not yet bought~ This is
undoubtedly our b iggest challenge.
W'ithout the land, it is impossible to lay

o the newcomers who arnve with no
knowledge of this historical process,
the message that Aurovilians are giv-

ing today is confusing and frustrating.
Despite seeing many Aurovilians live in
spacious houses with plenty of land
around, they are being told that this type
of accommodation can no longer be con-
structed in the city area. Furthermore,
they are not aHowed to settle down on
just any piece of land. Their options are
limited. Some of them take an apartment
in the collective housing projects. that
have come up — Grace, Prayatna, and the
ones that are stiH in the process of being
built — Vikas, Pra r thna, .Surrender,
Invocation, Arati. Others, who refuse to
live in a collective housing project, have
the option of finding a place to build in
an existing community — a nearly impos-
sible task —.or starting a new community
on the fringe of the city, or btulding in
outlying a reas s uch as Dj alma,
Auromodele or New Creation.

In the meantime, the fo rests sur-
rounding the city area, termed the Green
Belt, had grown up. Some greenbelters,
freed from the task of nurturing young
forests, turned to o ther activities, and
slow'ly, one by one, changed their falling
keet h o uses f o r m o re per m anent
dweHings.

lIE PIXIENl

ere we list some of the factors that
presently frustrate town-planning
and development in Auroviile.

r ~ ~r

Ei„, SOlru,

sion.

into account.

roads, pipelines for water or transmission
lines for electricity along future roads,
The road network into the first two sec-
tors of the Residential Zone, for instance,
is blocked as a major plot of land is not
available for purchase. One consequence
of the non-availability of land has been
that the infrastructure and houses have
been built spread out on available pieces
lying far apart. The result is a lengthy net-
work of dirt roads aH over the AuroviHe
area, that is expensive to maintain.

"Buying land," says the Land and
Estate Management Group wh ich has
only limited funds at its disposal, "is not
just a q uestion of putting your cash
down. We have to be very careful about
what w'e buy and where... every move
we make has an effect on the land
prices.

Scarcity of w a ter i n th e r egion i s
another serious constraint to develop-
ment in the Residential Zone. Existing
wells are fully used, Water harvesting sys-
tems need to be developed further.

Lack of lm'lanning
Two bodies in AuroviHe, the Develop-

ment Group and the Planning Group, are
supposed to collaborate to plan for the
city's present and future needs. But the
roles that the these two.groups currently
play is woefully madequate and some-
what confusing.

The cinrent composition and term of
office of members of the Development

NINI3 Group is not clear. It also has no clear
mandate from the community as mem-
bers are self-appointed or nominated by
friends, Representatives seek to protect
their interests instead of fostering devel-

" opment or even issuing guidelines for
development. By and large the only role
that the Development Group plays is to
review individual projects and accord-
ingly grant or withhold building permis-

The Planning Group consists of mem-
bers who are part of AuroviHe's
Futtue, the town-planning service

GARTDQMSQN that was started by Roger Anger.
rHEsEPAGEssv Their plans have also been criti-
EMAMUELE used by many m the community

for not edficiently takir~ environ-
mental factors and ground reaHties

One architect complains, "A
proper Development Group would
profile the needs, the housing den-
s ity, the types o f h o using, the
financing systems, and the logical
s'equence for building infrastruc-
t ure. They w o u ld p r epare t he
design brief for the archite'cts based
on AuroviHe's present needs and

W8 I'8 fUII the needs for the next five years. At
I

• Q

"AI e invited to Auroville all thoee who thill for PregIess

~ •
' 4C

r l

resent, the architects are forced to
be developers without access to
the information, finances. or coop-
e ration f rom the ex ist i n g
Development a n d Pla n n ing
Groups,'"

AuroviHe desperately needs a
team of professional town-plan-
ners, architects and environmental-
ists who can work full-time to for-

r mulate a good developmental plan
for the city and implement it in a
sustained manner.

PresaIIre on the Green Selt
The Green Belt is envisaged as

and asPire to a higher and trIjel life"



HOUSING AND DEVELOPNIENT CONSTRAINTS

The Housing Cmnch (cantd.)

a green zone of farms and forests around
the city that mill act as the lungs of the
city and as a buffer between the city and
the outside. The Green Belt is still far
from being a c a n t inuous zone — the
m ajority of i t s l ands have st il l to b e
bought and a major sectian af it, includ-
ing Certitude, Samasti and Sharanga, is
purely residential. Michael Masan, a
forester and a member of the Green Belt
group, notes that "nowadays because of
the restrictions imposed in the city area,
people who want ta build a house with a
garden tend to look to the Green Belt...
but the quiet, rural atmosphere of the
Green Belt will be lost if this is aHowed.
Small as they are, our young forests har-
bour jackals, civet cats, monitor lizards
and a wide variety of b i rds. They are
becoming rich and beautiful areas and me
want to pratect them." For this reason,
the Green Belt 'caretakers a few years ago
published guidelines restncting individual
electricity connections, the use of agri-
cultural chemicals and polluting machin-
ery, and settHng in the Green Belt for
purely residential reasons. But it must be
noted here that a population density for
the Green Belt has not been determined
~~d, perhaps like most other individuals,
communities and groups in AuroviHe, the
Green Belt caretakers are also known to
be biased in their views about who is
aHowed ta build there.

Financial constraints
A recent survey and report presented

by the Housing Service dedares that
many people are in need af proper hous-.
ing in AuroviHe and rliat there are no
sources af capital to build permanent or
"pucca" houses for aH of them. The
Housing Service tries to help hauseless
people to find accommadatian. AH hous-
ing transactions in A u roviHe are the
responsibility of the Housing Service.
Also, the Housing Service tri~s to collect
10% of the total building cost from each
house that is put up in Auroville and uses
this capital to fund new houses or repair
existing ones. But the requests that came
t o the H ousing Service for h e lp f a r
exceed the funds they have.

Their report seems to hint that the
Entiy Group policy of continuing to aHow
peaple ta en ter the community w i th
insufficient funds is ta be blamed for this

Housing
pmblem?

What housing
problem' ?

shortage in housing. Shraddavan of the
Entry Group homever disagrees. "Almost
aH the the new housing that is being built
is f inanced b y ne w comers. And
.AuroviHe's problems will only be solved
by grawth, not by stagnation. What the
Housing Service lunts at but does not say
openly is that many Indian newcomers.
da not have the resources to aKord the
kind of accommodation that is present-
ly almost all that is on ofFer."

There are mazy Auravilians, includ-
ing Indian newcomers and yc ung
Aurovilians -in the age group of 20 to 55,
who cannot afford the apartments that are
being put up today. There is no possibil-
ity to obtain a mortgage or to rent a place.
A mrmtgage i s n o t pa ssible a s a n
Aurovilian cannot own a house or a piece
of land i n A u r oviHe — all immoveable
assets belong ta the AuroviHe Foundation
who holds them in trust far "humanity as
a whole." Renting a house is equally not
p ossible, far t hose wh o d e pend o n
rece~ a m a i n tenance allowance from
the community as such a maintenance
barely covers the basic costs of living.

For many people this creates an
impossible situation. Where in the world
are peaple expected to pay far a house
up-front — which they won't own? And
how can we ever expect young people
mho have never had the chance to earn
money to put down a large sum for a
house? Serious thaught has to be given as
to haw to f inance accommodatian for

them. The financing of housing com-
plexes, which should indude smaH apart-
m ents for t e mporary occupation by
young people, has to be given the utmost
importance.

Lack of an enforcing aalthollty
AuroviHe relies on the goodwHI af its

residents far its functioning. None of the
e xisting groups have th e p o w e r t o
enforce decisions or any guidelines that
are put f o rth b y t h e c o mmunity,
Decisions of the Development Group and
the guidelines of the Greenbelt Group
have been, on accasian, flouted with na
consequences whatsoever to the offend-
ers. This encourages others to ignore
guidelines as well, which in turn causes
frustration in the community and hinders
planned development in AuroviHe.

TNK WN l'QRWIRD
It is dear that we cannot continue

development in this so-caHed "organic",
haphazard way where individual whim
rather than a concern far the community
as a whole facilitates or binders projects.
A lot has been accompHshed in AuroviHe
because of individual will and determi-
nation. But, for the next step, we need to
come together to share a single coHective
vision of the future development af the
city. This will be AuroviHe's greatest chal-
lenge.

compte of yeurs buck
uk el eurfees coIIec-,

tlee bousAsg pro-
-teerb pr'oposeg

@suus u gpss frost
heusen for puny. Aoroe@fuus, used

ueaecomers As meed of bols?ug
bought fete ole or the ot&er of the

pmjjects. Erom cbeup mtfhfturtnu
"Leg-ulnas Aa Vfkas uud studfns Aa

Serrerafer, totbe putuFIuI apart-
ments &e.Ieeocutkaer, there seamed to

be u bouse desgeecf to suds eatery
hfruf of'budget. X&ere zeus u iot of' '

goodaedN und trust. Many AuroeI;
guls mere buppy tbut they coal

buee u decent pluce to hfee cekboaet
spendfag tbeIs' tltue umf eaumgy As
tbe cstmberscmse bofhSugprocess.

Todcay, bou ever, the prIces of ul
of these upurtscelts bus uklost

dcmbied, And u «eneber of'cÃeu?s,
u bo pat Aa ul the mnuey they bud

umph ~ do jsot buee u JfuIsbed
upurt~ ' , ure totally dfsbeurteued.

Scmae bud No cboIce buf to mftb-
draur pem the project aird, anat& so
ukeruutIee ou the horizon, uocntuce

more yeurs of bosrelessness.
Amovnxs Toaar spoke to urchd-

t ects ubcwt u but wsakes the buf~ g
process so aaecertuhe uud rN~

raffle and t rees. Aesthetics. and
accountability. Funding and friend-
shi~ ese are some of the topics
that came up in oui talk with the

architects — Helmut, Andre H., Raman,
Rolf and Suhasini. AH of them are frus-
hated at the moment. Projecls are stymied
by dissent, poor supervtsian and hck of
money. Criticism is easy and emotions
run deep. Identifying areas of concern
which all four hold in common is easy.

The obstacles, which are aH linked with
each ather are capital, trust, and account-
ability.

Capital
Cheap housing is not cheap anymare.

People are expected to pay Rs. 4-6 lakhs
for individual quarters and Rs 9 lakhs or
mare for famHy quarters. We' re talking
here mostly abou t a p ar tments w i th
kitchens, baihs, a terrace or two.

H4elI addifiOnal mane@ ia
I equeafed,' clients wonder
'Wha'a responsible' who

A lof of agony, not much ecstasy
We should be bui lding for about '150
people per year, and each of these peo-
ple should be investing about thhty thou-
sand rupees [$850] for infrastructure. But
we don't have that ldnd of money. Even
on a loan basis, given the absence of pri-
vate ownership in Aurovil le, who can
give the Anancial guarantee for the loan
to the lending agency?"

Troat
There is a lack of trust between the

the architect, the contractor and the client.
Architects often find d ients fussy wha',
even with a smaH amount of fixed capi-
tal, want a c u s tom-designed house.
Contractors have been known ta com-
plain about architectural drawings that are
not properly dane or not done in time,
something which also adds to the costs.
The clients find that estimates are poorly
drawn up and sometimes totally unreal-
istic Then, when additional maney is
requested, clients wonder "Who's respon-
sible? Who cares?". Which brings us to
accotuitaMity.

Accountability
Often the work has, to be reAone.

Who pays? The dient, of course. There' s
na "legal" way in AuroviHe to force a
recalcitrant contractor to pay up for his
mistakes. Without insurance, or even a
fixed price contract and an agreed cade
af building standards, it is "build at your
own risk'. As a dient, then, it, would be
important to talk this over befare you
start. What happens if there are mistakes,
gross miscalculation, huge delays — 'who

Yhaltehlteets'Nlea llkli l l inl l I I I r iwllle
pays? The architects say they can pu t
aside some money for contingencies, but
then they have to charge more at the out-
set. Without a percentage as a breathing
space, according to one architect, they
feel "strangled"; trying to keep p r ices
down at the insistence af those who have
Httie money to spend, there's nothing left
aver for emergencies. And, inevitably,
there are emergencies.

lack of proper site supervision often
leads to theft and this also drives up the
price. Ways of stealing fmm a construc-
tion site range from the mundane (put
some cement in your lunch paio ta the
spectacular (boldly arrange for a lorry to
come and just cart stuff away unchal-
Iengccg.

The problem mostly stems, agree aH
the architects, from the fact that many
cantractors here dan't know their wark,
The contractors we have," explains an

architect, "are all local ones that have
learned their work an the job. The man-
agement aspect of this job requires orga-
n'izational skiHs that they have never been
taught because there was no ane to teach
them. What happens is that architects end
up doing mare than their jab should
entail, They end up doing supervising,
some financial management, and the
logistics of moving the workers around.
An architect uses all the time that should
be spent planning and coming up v~ith
more interesting architectural solutions on
jobs that should actuaHy be done by con-
tractors and developers."

sales'7"

What's making it sa expensive'? A lot
of the cast is in . infrastructure — water,
electricity connectiorLs, made, landscap-
ing. Labour accounts f' or almost 50% of
the casts — 18Yo hi @ter than P o ndy
because we pay better for less and we
provide more holidays, sick leave, bonus-
es and other benefits. As one architect put
it, it is psjtiy aur guilty conscience lest we
foreigners be thought of as. exploiting
local labour.

Coupled with this is a lack of a solid
funding base. In the rest of the world, this
means support fram industry — an indus-
trial base in any city insures a cash flow
into development — but in Auroville we
lack this base. As one architect puts it,
"Today AuroviHe is nat a capi tal-rich
place where we can invest for the future.



PERSONAL STORY

y path to Au rovi lle started
long ago, without my know-
ing it: I'd been doing T' ai Chi
for years and had been gering

to retreats at Thich Nhat Hanh's Plum
Village in southern Fi~ce; I was already
doing sitting a.nd walking meditations; I
had done research on the connection
betw'een eastern philosophies a'nd west-
em psychotherapies for my degree. I was
"looking for sometlung" and looked in
s ome very o bscure comers as w e l l
(Saharan camel safaris with the Tuaregs,
parachuting off Alpine cliffs, seeking out
remote corners of France and Austria on
enduros, climbing mountains, running
rriarathons, travelling...)

I had never heard of Sri Aurobindo,
the Mother or Aurovil le, but the path
leadmg me here was not accidental. At a
certain moment in my l i fe, a series of
events and connectidns with certain peo-
ple led directly here. Many obstacles fell
away with very little or no effort on my
part Doors leading to other interests
closed. My three children are grown and
on their-own: David does the co mpute-
end of pollution control, Phil does some-
thing cutting-edge with computers at
MIT, and Annie works in advertising and
mothering.

Three years ago, I sent a job applica-
t ion with a fr iend of a. friend who was
visiting Auroville, asking her to show it to
"someone in education" and Transition
responded with an invitation to teach for
an academic year, in trade for room and
board — a far cry f rom the impressive
salary I was earnmg at a private school in
Paris... But I accepted, very few ques-
tions asked, and, without regret, I stored
my fancy sports car, big motorcyde, ten-
speed bicyde and. various possessions in
friends' cellars and garages. All alone for
the first time in twenty years, mith one
sntcase, a backpack, and my laptop, I set
off for India — and whatever lay there. In
retrospect it seems strange that I didn' t
have a million questions for information
about India and Auroville and, yet, I felt
I was embarking upon an adventure that
w'as rigllt fof ine.

V/hen I.got here, I felt "at home" right
away and threw myself into finding out
as much as I coul. I read everything I
c ould ge t m y ha n d s o n ab o u t S r i
Aurobindo and Auroville and found the
"something" for which I had been look-
ing. I immediately joined the Savitri Study
Circle and continue to f ind t h is ep ic
poem one of great delight and inspiration
for me. I also read. about the Hindu mys-
tics, Indian culture and travelled all over
Southern India and Rajasthan and Goa; I
grew to love India, a land of contradic-
t ions and surprises .and diversity, an

Why did l come? What am l doing here? How do l feel about
Aurovllle??? i often ask myself these same questions. lhey
remind me, too, of the tourist who, standing next to the
Eucalyptus grove and looking around curiously, asked me,
"Excuse me, can you tell me where Aurovilleis?'*

"Qo I asked Patis for
anofhet exfension"

edectic patchwork of assim-
ilated bits and pieces, a rich
pandemonium of languages,
music, spirituality, generosi-
ty, culture, art, traditions-
and rubbish, gender d i s-
crimination, corr u p t ion,
castes and strange driving
patterns...

In Auroville I was disap-
pointed to find that all the
"evils of the west" were also
abundant: I found an incred-
ible a m ount o f gos s ip ,
greed, power p lays, big
egos, bureaucracy, politics,
elitism, selfishness, conflict and "pidgin"
English — and mas sad to' find, as one
guide book stated, that "the Utopia had

It didn't take me long, however, to
feel something else, too, the strong force
that exists here — and that's when my
feelings about Auroville began to change.
Underlying all the imperfections is a sin-
cere conviction of the possibility''of a'col-'
lective life, unity, harmony and the evo-
lution of Humanity — and a devotion to
the ideal. Many other things brought me
joy as well: a group of really open, sup-
portive friends, greeting people all the
time, closeness to nature, the feeling of
earth under my feet, the magical play of
sunlight, amazing synchronicity in daily
occurrences, the sound of the bamboo
and frogs and the pelting of monsoon
rains, the atmosphere at the bonfires, the
Green Belt, the easy pace, the freedom
from convention, music, the flowers all
over, huge "houseplants" growing mM,
big colourful butterflies and unbelievable
birds, ~ and ~ es, mongoose fam-
ilies sneaking across the road, butter and
milk fresh from the cow, coconuts and
papayas fresh from the tree, vegetarian
foods, massages, the sun, the beach and
the ever-changing Bay of Bengal, sitting
in the chamber, playing scrabble, alter-
native medicine partnered with allopathy,
availability of modern technology . . . .
And in India there is a. surprise everyday.

Teaching at Transition School became
a real joy, instead of a "job". The work
there is similar to other schools where
I ' ve taught, bu t t h e atmosphere at
Transition is supportive, relaxed, appre-
ciative and professional; there is a deep
commitment and concern for the indi-
vidual child and the community and the
teaching team. A different value is placed

there.. And I can do it with bare feet and
shorts!

For tlie first time in my l i fe, I have
Time! Time to sit, Time to reGect, Time to
enjoy the moment. What a luxury! I am

failed..."

on time so i t i s not stressful to work

wt

living in the present inoment at all levels:
on the physical level, I cycle everywhere,
ride horses regularly, do T' ai Chi and
body awareness exercises. On the men-
tal level, I read, teach, go to dasses and
discussion groups, learn constantly. On
the vital lev'el, I am learning more about
myself, exptessing myself through paint-
ing and poetry, going to musical and the-
g@llpMMlt1 'iosslllNI I lla+a< w la w n n r se t nw nm
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On the spiritual level, I appreciate the
value placed on the spiritua1 and medi-
tative dimension of life and am exploring
my own path. I am continuing to practise
living simply, detachment, compassion
a nd delight — and trying to f i n d t h e
Divine in myself and others.

In doing so, I hope I am contributing
in my small way to the evolution of a
new Humanity — a raison d' etre, full of
pleasure and meaning for me.

As the fits academic year came to an
end, I found myself dreading the dingi-
ness, stress and smallness of Paris life
and asked for (and was granted) anoth-
er year's leave of absence from my
school in Paris. And the following year,
I found it again impossible to leave. I
realized that every day, something made
me think, 'This is the life! This is the way
life should be. The 'real' world may not
be the way it is supposed to be...," so I
asked Paris for another extension.

Now, again, I am facing the same
"annual dilemma" and by February I
must decide. But this time, I have anoth-
er grandchild arriving in the spring...
and my daughter says it's time to take on
some of my "grandmotherly chores..." I
used to plan these things mell in advance
but have learned to be able to "let it hap-
pen" and I a lways seem to get c lear

A toucb can alter tbefixed f~ t of Fate.
A ~d en turn can coine, a mad appear.
A greater cNind may see a greater Trutb
Or ue may find,teben all tbe rest bas

failed,
Hid in ourseltes' tbe key ofperfect cbange.

SaoitrtILA.

Marvai

(Xbis text ups sent to Aoeonzte Tooaz by afrierd on tbe occasion of tbe end of tbe year We utsb
to sham it teith our readers as it surely is a poueiful imecatian for 2958 toorFrom a hnnslation

by Ra&nundo Panikltar and13avid Fratoly of the Atbaraa Veda and tbe I'agur Vedag



MISCELLANEOUS

ast year we f<j g ~Qgp(>gyp) X-mas approach-
published lng), no-one can
Mauna's poetical report on the predict how and when it will end...

=ndless rain that poured down dur- Auroville roads have suffered badly,
ing the monsoon — we didn't think and some buildings at Bharat Nivas
;: could get worse. However, this gotflooded. Asaconsequence we' ll
year Auroville — and Tamil Nadu as have to do without our precious
awhole(see adjoining box) — suf- Library for some time till it has
-;ered almost double the average found a new location, as the floor
rainfall for the year, of which 75% has partially collapsed. The Centre
fell within the monsoon time. The for indian Culture and Nandinil-
monsoon this year started on the Freestore buildings have had to be
dot, and at the time of writing (with vacated and cleaned.

t sometimes happens diat one
chances upon a smaIl jewel,
casually hidden amidst ordi-

naly things. One of those jewels
is the book At re: feet of Mother
India, a compilation of poems,
writings and speeches — illustrat-
ed with photographs — written
by I n d ia's g r ea t s o u l s on
Bhawani, the Mother of India.

Sri Aurobindo, The Mother,
Romokrishna, Viv e k ananda,
Shankaracharya, Subromanio.
Bharau, Rabindranath Tagore,
Bonkim Chandra Chztterji: they
all paid homage to the Great
Mother. It is a joy to read and
reread their inspiring words, and
to let the mind sink into silent
contemplation. Tbe b eautiful
photographs of Ol iv ier Barot,
which teil a tale of India in their

!
Rain figures for 1997 in centimetnts fbdsed on data provided by Navodee Jaap and Aiad)

January 1.7 NOTE: The average annual rainfall in
February 0.0 Auroville is approximateiy 125 cen-
March 0.0 timetres. The total this-year is, as farApril 3,5

June

August 23.5.
September 4.5 During the official monsoon period
October 32.0 (15th October -15th December), it
N ovember 76. 0 rained on no less than 40 days. The
D ecember 57. 0 heaviest rain was on Qh December:
T OTAL: 215. 0 22.5 centimetres.

Iionsoon facts and figures

May since Aurovilians began systemati-
as we know, the highest recorded

cally measuring rainfall in the early
1970's.

own way, serve to enhance the
p leasure o f l i s tening t o t b e
chants of the sages on tbe infi-'

nite glory of Mother India.

T he book is published by
Frlidons A u rovi lle P r ess

International, the second title in
the Vonde Motoiam series, as
"token, on behalf of Auroville,

"IN THE LAP OF THE MOTHER THE SOUL SFES"

sees ?
Title: At the feet of Mother India
Auroviiie Press, pp.59, Rs.245
(postage and packing charges
extra).

the city of Sri Aurobindo, of our
gllltitude for Her love, Her guid-
ance and Her caring — for is. it
nor said in the Rig Veda that, 'in
the lap of' the Mother the soul

UNDER%'ATER EXCAVATION QI' DWARKA

'Tamg Nadu has received boun-
mus rain during the current North East
monsoon with copious supplies to irri-
gation and drinking water sources. The
a;ils have also caused extensive darn-
=-,-=-:c roads. bridges and other in%-
=:: .—,=;; 10 directs, totally estimat-

6 crorss, besides loss of life
c perty. Incessant rains

:--.= ~.-. =:.cods in the districts during
October 1 and
-- t - Pj7 ~ -

MONSOON DAMAGE.ESTIMATED AT RS. 176 CRORE ($44 INILLION)

and children 53. As many as 9,000 huts
have fully collapsed and 38,000 partial-
ly. Nearly two lakh hectares of agricul-
tural crops including 1.9 lakh heclares
of paddy are under water in thy delta

of the damage caused is being ascer-
tained. Ail the- districts in the State
under the influence of monsoon have
experienced more than normal rainfall
during the period between October 1
="~e mrs< week of December.'

and non-delta districts and assessment

From: The-Hindu (Sii Aurobindo, Letters on Yoga,
Cent. Vol. 22, pp 425-26)

extended its services to include
fax (' using of course the same
telephone line) and photocopy-

One bright Aurovilian caught
onto the idea of quick money
and put up o bright new handi-
crafts store, Another Amovilian
who runs a Taxi Service occu-
pied the store next-door, park-
ing all his taxis right in f ront,
dose to the ever busier road.
But nobody b o thered about
improving the rood that runs
through tilis boom town, which
in the monsoon turned into a
small lake, and big, shady tama-
rind trees have been cut down
to make space for all this devel-
opment. The latest addition is a
new Tamil-style hotel with those

,ubiquitous sea-green tiles, that
sells you those delicious, flaky
parathas (south-Indian bread)
with spicy curry. Let's hand it to
the villagers, guys, they have
more business sense and better
ideas of development thon us.
With its lights and sounds carry-
ing well into the night down-
town Kuilopalayom, within the
space of a few months, looks
m ore l ike o c i t y t h a n d o e s
Auroville after 30 years.

"The historicity of Krishna is of less
spirituel importance end is not eeeen-
Iiei, but it hae still e considerable
valse. It does not seem to me that
there con be any reasonable doubt that
Krishna the me n wee not e legend or a
poetic inventiou but actually existed
upon earth end played a perl in the
Indian past... There is no reason to
suppose that the connection of.his
name with the development of the
Shegavet regigion, an important cur-
rent ln the circum of Indian spirituali-
ty, was founded on a mere legend or
poetic invention... I have always
regetded the incurneiion.as e fact end
accepted the historicity of Krishna as I
accept the historicity of Chrisl."

r isllna, according to t h e
ahabhorata, lived in the

fabled city of Dwarka the city
that was submerged by the sea
shortly before he left his human
incarnation Ind ian archaeolo-
gists now claim that dley hove
found the rentnonts of that city
under the waters of the Gulf of
Kutch, nearby present day
Dwarka on tbe west coast of
India. Recently Amovilions were
given a tremor. by Dr. S.R. Roo,
one of India's foremost marine
archaeologists, who showed a
video and lectured on the finds
at Dwafks and t h e1f h lstorlc

here were always the rudi-
ments of a nice downtown
c omer i n th a t a r e a o f

Kuilapalayam village where the
main road passes through to
A.spiration. You hsd the small
ayurvedic massage parlour and
a couple of run-down grocery
stores where Aurovilians could
buy cigarettes but no t m u ch
else; o tailoring service and a
photocopying service owned by
villagers but w i th p retentious
names l ike "Aurodass Tailor
'vIalt" .and "Auroxerox"'. Then

Boom Town Kuilapalagarn
KuIIapalayam chxrIng the monsoon

somebody went a step further
and put up a round-the-dock
phone booth with a bright sign
that p r o c laimed i t s el f the
AtuoviIie phone booth. This
caused o flurry of protest from
the actual Auroville Telephone
Service who were then f inally
motivated to move their back-
lane booth out to o better loca-
tion and oKer a better service.
But the copy-mt phone booth
still comers most of the lucrative
nlarket of foreign visitors, and
has an edge in that it has now
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importance. Dr. Rao, who a~l i -
er in his career had discovered
fifty Harappsn sites in Gujarat
and v-ho deciphered the Indus
script, argued forcefully that the
Ands prove that the well-known
theory of tbe Alyon invosion h35
no basis in reality and should be
scrapped from the textbooks on
Indian history. Another video
showing the ongoing underwa-
ter excavations of the ancient
city of Poompuhar on the east
coast of India. proved that more
of India's history is submerged
than was onginally thought.

Carel

Hindu
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course.

s the guide book dryly puts it,"In
November, it often rains in south
ndia". "Rain". Such an innocent little
ord, the soft syllabic conjuring up

images of gentle showers swaying across
clipped lawns. Here, however, it is a little differ-
ent. You are far from shelter, the clouds
approach, the skies darken. Within a few sec-
onds the rest of the world disappears behind a
grey flannel curtain of water, your clothes are

- cling-film, your mind silenced by the cranial per-
cussion, while you slither and slide on the vis-
cous sludge that's suddenly formed beneath
your feet.

In other words, the best place to be during
a monsoon downpour is undercover. Preferably
overiooking a stretch of busy road. Because
then monsoon-watching becomes a spectator
sport sans pareil

But let me explain. The condition of the
roads in Auroville run the full gamut from bad
to unspeakable. One of the latter runs (or col-
lapses) from Kuilapalayam viilage down to the
beach road. After years of negotiating potholes
and rift valleys on this bone-jarring ride to the
sea, everybody was happy to note, some
months back, the appearance by the roadside of
neat piles of "blue metal" — razor-sharp granite
chips used in road surfacing. However, as week
succeeded week without any further hint of road
restoration activity, these lethal little chips start-
ed spreading across the road, skidding cycles,
lacerating tyres and generally making the for-
tune of motorcycle Mani, whose repair shop is
strategically located at the foot of this assault

After the first major monsoon rains, and the
transformation of this road into a slither of knee-
deep Fianders mud, somebody of a humorous
disposition in the local panchayat saw an oppor-
tunity to have some fun. Thus, one wet morning
a palmyra tree strewn across the top-end of the
road casually announced that road surfacing
work had finally begun.

Now road surfacing in the tropics is a vast
topic, with its aficionados and competing
schools of theory and thought (the deconstruc-
tivists appear to hold the upper hand at the
moment). The local orthodoxy, as I dimly under-
stand it, is this. A substrate is laid of red earth.
This is then moistened and the blue-metal chip-
pings spread across it. A heavy roller is then
used to pack the chippings into the earth. It then
dries out and there's your new road, . for the
next few days,

In the particular case of the Kuilapalayam-
Chinnamudaliarchavadi National Highway, how-
ever, the substrate was already 45 centimetres
of glutinous mud, which meant that the blue-
metal immediately disappeared into it like
chocolate chips into poriidge. The road-roller
managed to squelch some of the mud to the
roadside, exposing some of the venomous little
chips, while the next rain only succeeded in
reducing the partly-compacted surface to the
consistency of a skating-rink.

The best place to enjoy the ensuing fun was
outside the Auroville bakery. Here you could
stand, hot cake in hand, and watch Aurovilian
motorcyclists, laden with gas bottles and shop-
ping and disguised as mobile mud patties, des-

In spite of farmem'and thee-fhlanters'concerns that Se El NNo effect would hesnlt
hn a Chher monsoon than usual Shs year, the total rainfallin Aurovilhhin Novemher

alone was over Ã centhmethes, mohn than twice the averalie for Se monS.

perateiy trying to negotiate the treacherous bend
while avoiding assorted cows, goats, lorries,
carpenters on permanent tea breaks and jovial
road construction crews. The spectators award-
ed points for styie and speed: a controlled skid
through the chicane formed by wrecked or inca-
pacitated vehicles was always greeted by pro-
longed applause.

After a few days of this, the telephone ser-
vice people — who always enjoy a good joke-
decided to liven things up. If you skidded off the
road before, the worst that could happen would
be that you encountered a tree or made an
unforeseen visit to New Creation Corner. Now,
however, came the decision to lay new tele-
phone cables, and suddenly miles and miles of
deep trenches began appearing by the roadside,
dug by men with extremely sharp pickaxes and
an extremely duli sense of where the existing
telephone cables and water pipes were located.

his added a whole new fun dimension to
the game. Imagine the scene. You' ve
gone — for some unimaginable reason-

to Pondy in the monsoon season and you' re
returning in the rain. Night falls. You see noth-
ing in the murk, but somehow you manage to
avoid the potholes which swallowed those
trucks last week, you slither and skid up the new
road to Kuilapalayam, you negotiate, to scat-
tered applause, the Bakery corner. Heaving a
sigh of relief, you prepare to turn into Fraternity,
BUT YOU' RE NOT HOME YET. Because there in
front of you, spanning a bottomless trench
which has been dug since you left, is a greasy
four-inch plank which you must drive across to
get to your house. You position the front wheel,
shut your eyes, repeat the mantra and slip the
clutch... Believe me, until you' ve tried this,
you' ve never really lived.

In other words, this is that time of year when
the cosmic forces of disorder and entropy,
which never exactly go on holiday round here,
gather themselves for something of a fling, This
is the time when you run out of gas but no new
deliveries arrive from Pondy; when your wind-
mill develops an ominous wheeze but the engi-
neer cannot reach you because your road is
underwater; when your telephone ceases func-
tioning: when your soiar system batteries. are so
low thatyou goto bed at8 p.m. Day after day of
this wet porridge weather turns everything,
including your synapses, mouldy, and every-
body begins to slouch around with sunken, apa-
thetic eyes, looking as though they' ve just
emerged from under stones.

This year there was the added fri sson of a
serious cyclone warning. Fortunately we had an
Auroviiian who had apparently been trained by
the Civil Defence Corps to prepare the populace
for a nuclear attack. His advice, in the event of a
cyclone, was to unscrew all the doors and lie flat
on the floor. This memorable instruction was
followed, a few weeks' later, by an announce-
ment in the Auroville News (which became
increasingly illegible as the month progressed,
finally resembling a piece of limp fungus) offer-
ing Aurovilians cut-price coffins made out of
Work Trees if they ordered now.

It was that kind of month.
Alan


