NOVEMBER 2011, No.268 Auroville’s monthly HEWS magazine since 1988

The 201

1 Film Festival

Clockwise from top left: Raconteurs Paul and Wazo interview Marco at the opening of the Film Festival; voting for a favourite film;
flanked by Marco and Paul, Ireno receives his prize; a film show in Cinema Paradiso.

felt like a camnival came to town. Men,
women and children swarmed the parking lot
of Bharat Nivas, laughing and chatting. They
lost themselves in food or computers at Café
le Morgan before ducking into darkened
rooms in Town Hall or climbing to the sunny roof
of La Terrace. Some ventured as far as Sadhana
Forest. They all were on a scavenger hunt, follow-
ing pictures of two lovingly intertwined orange car-
rots across Auroville. Their treasure? One hundred
twenty and one films, documentaries and shorts that
comprised the 2011 Auroville Film Festival.
It was, as promised, “bigger and better” than
the inauguration of the biennial festival in 2009.
Chief planners Marco and Krishna organized an
array of mediums through which the festival could
be experienced: films on screen; films on comput-
er; photographs by Giorgio, Rakhal and Ireno;
“Mutation in Progress,” an art exhibit created by
Transition School students that featured film,
sound, dance and sculpture; and live discussions
broadcast on Internet radio. They also expanded
the types of movies included: films made
Aurovilians and the bio-region; projects created in
local schools; and films about Auroville and the
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bio-region or focused on human unity.

“We decided that after 40 years of Auroville’s
existence it was now time to show the world how
seriously we are researching the concept of human
unity, in this case through the medium of film,”
Marco and Krishna explained. “By inviting people
from other countries and involving other festivals,
we gave people an opportunity to reflect on this
very important concept. It is not a way of making
everyone the same, but cultivating the richness in
our different traditions and cultures.”

International Advisory Council member
Doudou Diéne was especially touched by this
year’s emphasis on human unity and urged all
Aurovilians to keep it at the core and heart of all of
our projects. “We are not given freedom, it has to
carmmed,” he said, and offered two relevant
Senegalese proverbs; “Man is medicine for man,”
and “In the forest all the branches are fighting but
the roots are kissing™.

But, as we all know, human unity isn’t easy.
Marco lost three kilograms in preparing for the fes-
tival. “Even on a very small level the working out of
things together often proved difficult, and the
process often pushed us. It was difficult to define

the Aurobindonian concept of human unity without
resorting to the Mother’s or Sri Aurobindo’s quotes
or philosophical references. It took us a ridiculous
amount of time to even write the announcement for
News and Notes asking people to select films that
reflected human unity. And it was difficult to get a
selection panel of Aurovilians, as the process would
involve watching three films a day for many days,
but we finally got a team together. At times they
really struggled!”

Whatever difficulties plagued the planning
period disappeared in the grand opening on
Thursday, September 29th. Local raconteurs Wazo
and Paul took to a colourfully decorated stage in
Town Hall Plaza and provided a charming
overview of the four-day event. Orange spots on
walls and paths lured film lovers into the Town Hall
where a German video of a huge outdoor digital
clock changing each minute provoked conversation
and imagination. And, serving as this year’s logo,
carrots were everywhere: carrot key rings, carrot T-
shirts, carrot photographs.

No matter how charming the carrots were, they
couldn’t steal the stage from the films. The flicks
came from all over the world — including films sug-
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gested by Auroville International Germany and
Holland. They were shown over the course of four
days primarily at Cinema Paradiso and the Sri
Aurobindo Auditorium, with one evening show at
Sadhana Forest. The grand premiére — or, at least,
the first film shown at the festival — was “Auroville
Belongs to Humanity,” made by B to celebrate
Auroville’s 40th birthday.

The shortest in length, “Help Others” by Leela,
took just 30 seconds to deliver a powerful message
about kindness. Two friends are taking plates of
food to the table at lunchtime. One trips and spills
everything, which brings out the better side of her
companion, who shares her food.

The longest Auroville-made film was 21 min-
utes and earned a prize at the end of the festival.
Called “Ghost” and created by Antonio, it followed
a boy named Bhavyo who lives in a very haunted
house and relies on his friend Vinith to deal with the
problem.

Like the shortest and longest films, some of the
most moving — and humorous — entries came from
the students. Ten schools had submitted films they
had made and all were accepted.

continued on page 3
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Auroville style and design

PRISMA has just published a new book titled
Auroville Form, Style and Design. The book,
| which contains many photos by John Mandeen,
| is the brainchild of Franz, who explains how it
| came into being and what it’s about.

fter we brought out the book on
‘ ‘ Auroville architecture, I wanted to pub-
lish another one which would focus
more on interiors and details of

Auroville homes, gardens and products.
The yoga of Auroville is very much to do with matter so I
wanted to show how it has evolved out of matter.

“The book begins with historical photos, including the
construction of Last School, some interiors of Aspiration huts
and the beginning of the Matrimandir excavation. Even the
excavation, with the rows of steps cut into laterite, is quite
beautiful in its way. In fact, this is one of the points of the
book. It shows that everything can be beautiful, even the
smallest details, if they reflect a certain consciousness. One of
the striking things about these early photos is the contrast
between the simple huts in which people were living and this
thing which looked like a spaceship coming up in the middle
of the desert. Of course, it wasn’t ‘practical’ to begin with
something like Last School, but it embodied all our expecta-
tions and aspirations about the future of this place. In fact,
Roger played an important role in those early years with his
style and aesthetic sense. Through buildings like Last School,
Sanskrit School and his houses in Auromodele he was trying to
catch something new: he was always talking about finding new
forms for a new consciousness. Mother said that everything
was ready in the subtle plane: it just has to be pulled down in
completely new forms.

“Today, perhaps, we are not so concerned about this; we
tend to be more functional in our architecture and outlook. But
I think this is a mistake because we cannot have enough of
such things: we have to surround ourselves with beauty. This is
what Sri Aurobindo says in his essay, The National Value of
Art,

A nation surrounded daily by the beautiful, noble, fine and
harmonious becomes that which it is habituated to contem-
plate...

“I was very moved to come upon this 1909 essay because
there are statements he made there which remain absolutely
valid today. For example, the following, with which I begin the
book, could be a manifesto not only for Auroville but also for
India.

It is not necessary that every man should be an artist. It is
necessary that every man should have his artistic faculty
developed, his taste trained, his sense of beauty and insight
into form and colour and that which is expressed in form and
colour, made habitually active, correct and sensitive. It is nec-
essary that those who create, whether in things great or small,
whether in the unusual masterpieces of art and genius or in the
small common things of use that surround man’s daily life,
should be habituated to produce and the nation habituated to
expeci the beautiful in preference to the ugly, the noble in pref-
erence to the vulgar, the fine in preference to the crude, the
harmonious in preference to the gaudy.

“There’s not much sign of this happening in India today
but, hopefully, a new generation is coming up which will

_recover its own values and heritage. As to Auroville, I don’t

" think we have such a thing as an ‘Auroville style’. Here we
‘have an enormous mix of styles which is inevitable as we have
come from so many different backgrounds. I, with my
European background, can’t produce Indian heritage work but
I can remain open to other influences. And that’s what you see
happening here. The European influence is there in our archi-
tecture and our products but there is also the influence of
Indian culture and climate as well as Japanese aesthetics. And
this whole process can throw up new things.

“Actually, the book shows how much diversity and rich-
ness there is in this small place, as well as the high quality of
our products: Kenji’s work in wood is absolutely world-class.
At the same time, I think we are very much in a transitional
period: much of what we are doing today is timebound. If we
did this book again in ten years I think Auroville might look
very different.

“Ultimately the selection in this book reflects very much
my taste and my knowledge of Auroville. There may be other
corners of Auroville which are beautiful but which I don’t
know about. The main point I am trying to get across is that if
people surround themselves with beauty, this will help them 2 o j
discov_er something else. If you live in a non-_beautiful environ- [k = \ N AN THE . ; e ; mm““““,l

ment, it’s much more difficult to see the Divine. 8 : i
|
|
|
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“Of course, we are challenged daily by the mess which is
Auroville’s immediate neighbourhood. And even in Auroville
we could have much more beauty in our public spaces and
buildings. This is why I very much like Henk’s idea to put pil-
lars with Savitri quotations all over Auroville: I see them as
kind of acupuncture needles for our collective body.
Ultimately, however, people have to start with their own envi-.
ronment, with their home. And here we can learn from the
Japanese that every detail, every corner, can be unique, can be
beautiful. It’s just a matter of developing that consciousness.”

As recorded by Alan

Auroville Form, Style and Design is available from
Auroville bookshops, price Rs 490.
For further information contact prisma(@auroville.org.in
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“Art is a living harmony and beauty that must be
expressed in all the movements of existence.

The manifestation of harmony and beauty is part
of the divine realization upon earth, perhaps even
its greatest part.”

The Mother

hen, in the late 1970s, I first came to Hope, it was

still very much a pioneering community. There

were a few simple huts and acres of bare, scorched

land which stretched to the horizon. But, improba-

bly, in one corner somebody had fashioned a beau-
tiful arrangement of fossilized wood. I took this as a kind of state-
ment: that this was a place which valued something beyond the imme-
diately practical, functional. That while the ‘big’, large-limbed work
of pioneering was clamouring for our attention, there was another,
equally important work to be done and this was the manifestation of
beauty.

I was reminded of this when looking through a proof copy of

PRISMA’s new publication Auroville Form, Style and Design,

because this shows that this attention to detail and originality of

styling is still very much alive in Auroville today. It can be seen in
items as diverse as sinuous lamps, hand-crafted wooden tables and
beautiful bamboo instruments, as well, of course, in house interiors
and garden design.

But whereas in the early years one couldn’t go very far before one
encountered a striking piece of architecture or beautiful detail — Last
School perched on its hill of mud; a hibiscus flower floating in a gran-

ite bowl filled with water; a Japanese lantern standing watch over a
carefully raked sand garden — today these are harder to find. In fact,
the tendency today in terms of Auroville architecture, design and,
come to think of it, almost everything in our community life, seems to

be towards functionalism and cost-effectiveness rather than refine-
ment and beauty.

Why? It’s tempting to put it down to money or, rather, the lack of
it. Beauty, refinement, the argument goes, don’t come cheaply and
Auroville today is a cash-strapped community. But even if the com-
munity is living beyond its means, there’s still a lot of money swish-
ing around in private hands. And secondly, and more importantly, the
manifestation of beauty, refinement, has less to do with the size of
one’s cheque-book —my corner of fossilized wood couldn’t have cost
more than a few rupees — than with the eye and consciousness which
creates it.

Granted. when it comes to constructing residences it’s harder to
get clearance these days for some of the stylish eccentricities of those
earlier years. Try getting building permission for another Last School
or one of Johnny’s early keet experiments or Bob Lawlor’s innovative
‘globe’ house, the one which revolved on its axis to control light and
shade. Today any new building, whether individual or collective, has
to satisfy a host of requirements which, while sensible in themselves,
do not necessarily encourage creativity. Moreover, the decision to
promote apartment buildings rather than individual dwellings in the
Residential Zone may also tend to diminish creativity: apartment pro-
jects tend to a certain conservatism of design as they have to attract a
wide range of clients. And it shouldn’t be forgotten that when projects
exceed their budget — as they always do in Auroville — funds initially
allocated for landscaping and beautification are the first to disappear.

The present tilt towards functionalism may also be a reaction
against some of those earlier ‘statement’ buildings which were not,
after all, very practical. Last School was a nightmare to teach in
because, whenever the wind rose, everybody’s papers would fly up in
the air. Similarly, Roger’s Auromodele houses, while they continue to
have their loyal adherents, can hardly be described as cosy.

And yet...in those earlier years there was a kind of adventurous-
ness, fuelled by a heady mix of irresponsibility and the belief that
material transformation was not only attainable, but just around the
corner. In fact, the whole relationship with matter seemed different
then. Everybody, it seemed, was getting their hands dirty in one way
or another, and when it came to construction or landscaping people
seemed to invest more of themselves in it. As one of the earlier pio-
neers puts it, “one of the big differences between the building of the
earlier years and building now is that then we were putting our heart
and soul into it. We were trying to be conscious about what we did
and this consciousness went into a lot of details. Perhaps we believed
more than today that the Divine is in the details.”

Of course, in those days there seemed to be more time and fewer
distractions, but I'm not sure this fully explains the difference.
Something fundamental seems to have changed. Perhaps, as fewer
and fewer of us work with the soil or with our hands, it is the belief
that matter matters, that attempting to shape and beautify matter can
be transformative both of the environment and of ourselves. For while
some people continue to create pockets of beauty and refinement in
their houses and immediate surroundings, the trend today seems to be
towards utilitarianism, towards throwing up functional collective
offices and dwellings with the minimum of landscaping. Sometimes
this reflects the influence of government funding which requires the
maximum facilities for the money provided. But the larger idea seems
to be that functional, no-nonsense architecture and design allows
everybody to get on with the ‘real’ work of Auroville without being
caught up in the intricacies of construction or the territoriality engen-
dered by the ‘made by me’ mentality of those who create original
homes and environments.

There’s something in this. But if, as both Sri Aurobindo and
Mother point out, there is a direct and intimate connection between
our surroundings and our state of consciousness, this downgrading —
because what else can we call it? — of the task of manifesting beauty
and refinement in Auroville may yet turn out to be one of our biggest
€ITors.

Alan

FESTIVAL

Downgrading beauty? The Film Festival 2011

continued from page 1

Sasi, the Coordinater for the Educational Outreach Programme, explained his passion for
film education for children: “It is very important for children to be able to develop the ability to
discriminate in the messages of the thousands of images they are seeing everyday on the TV,
videos, and advertising. Even documentaries are edited to get their message across. By teaching
them the techniques and processes of filmmaking, it will empower them, giving them the tools
to be aware of the potential manipulation employed by the media.”

“Babies” was another favourite among films not made by Aurovilians. An 80-minute silent
documentary, “Babies” followed a year in the life of four infants: one in Mongolia, one in
Namibia, one in San Francisco, and one in Tokyo. Doudou Diene encouraged festival-goers to
“See it. It shows so clearly the power of love.”

Four days filled with film culminated on Monday evening in a closing ceremony and pre-
sentation of awards. The suspense was tangible as the judges assembled on the stage. The tro-
phy, called Mongbra and designed by Johnny, was a small brass stand on which stood a deli-
cately moulded cobra and mongoose ready for attack. The runner-ups received beautiful ceram-
ic plaques donated by Adil. While the prizes were interesting, there was mixed feedback regard-
ing the awards. “Tt does not seem in the Auroville spirit to have winners, as the phrase implies
there must be a loser,” Sasi explained. “Maybe in future every entrant could get a memento
instead.”

No coverage of the Festival could be complete without noting Johnny and Jessie’s film,
“Four Goats and a Mixie”, which won the prize for Best Short Fiction. A typical Tamil movie
with a twist, it was ripe with drama, intrigue and romance — and of course dancing and singing —
and entirely performed by kids.

“World Wide Web Lullaby” by Ireno won the Mongbra. “It took us about 400 hours and I
could not have done it without my son’s help in editing,” Ireno explained. “The film was made
using hundreds of pre-existing small bits of digital data found on the Internet. The project was
taken as a challenge to produce a movie without the need of'a video camera and other expensive
equipment. An Internet connection and a PC were the only aids. I don’t know if the film can be
shown outside Auroville due to copyright laws, but that’s OK with me.”

Two young boys especially pleased the judges —and the crowd. Antonio, a 14-year-old and
his friend and co-director, Bhavyo, ran down to the stage three times to collect awards. “To see
the inspiration and creativity of these two young boys was very rewarding,” said Marco. In addi-
tion to “Ghosts,” which won the award for Best Actor in a Short Student Non-Workshop Film,
their 11-minute long “Parkoueira™ earned a prize for Best Short Fiction. “Parkoueira” explores
good, evil and friendship as a young boy who wishes for super powers finally gets what he asked
for — and subsequently realizes you should be careful what you wish for.

“I wrote “Ghosts” because I believe in ghosts and I want to show that they exist,” Antonio
explained. “We developed all the tricks as we went along. It was supposed to be as short as the
other films but this time we did not have distractions so we could concentrate and somehow it
became longer.”

Antonio also had fun experimenting with “Time Stretch,” an award-winning 8-minute film
that showed things in slow motion. And he’s far from finished with film. “Now I need a little
rest, but after Christmas Bhavyo and I hope to make a series of five three minute films.”

The boys aren’t the only ones thinking about the future. “For the next Festival in 2013 we
will have a corpus of films on human unity which we can show here and also offer to other fes-
tivals,” Marco and Krishna said.

They also hope to expand the conversations. This year’s Radio-live discussions organized
by Auroville Radio and Auroville TV “were a huge success,” according to the co-coordinators.
“We got some feedback from people all over the world via Facebook and Twitter. It was a big
step for us as in 2009 we did not have any discussions around the films but now Chloe suggest-
ed a structure that worked well. We ideally need two professionals to lead discussions on film
but it is difficult to get people to commit themselves months ahead.”

Lack of advance commitment isn’t their biggest challenge. “It’s funding,” explains Marco.
“It will be a big problem for the 2013 Festival as the Dutch Stichting de Zaaier, who have grace-
fully funded both the 2009 and 2011 festivals, have said that they’ll not contribute towards any
future film festivals.

Luckily, the 2013 festival is still two years away and Krishna and Marco don’t have to
worry too much about funding or organizing as yet. When asked how they relaxed after such a
successful but stressful event, Krishna replied immediately: “I slept all weekend and watched a
couple of relaxing movies.”

Until 2013...

Dianna and Catherine

From one of the makers of ‘Ghost” and ‘Parkoueira’

was really difficult
for me to get hold of a
camera. [ go to
Deepanam School
nd nobody took me
seriously when I said I want-
ed to make a film.
Eventually I was able to use
the school’s ordinary camera
during lunchtime and in the
evenings, and I edited the
film on a friend’s computer.
The quality is not as good as
the other films in the festival
because it is an ordinary pic-
ture camera and not a video
camera. We had to stop
every three minutes to put
the film on the computer, and we were also erasing things while filming.

Last year Uriel was giving a filmmaking workshop in Deepanam but it did not fit in with
my classes so I could not do it. Then I decided to make a movie by myself, but it didn’t work
out. Then another friend , Desmond, came and we started to make Parkoueira for the other film
festival 2011. I did not know that Krishna who organized the Film Festival would have lent me
a camera and proper editing stuff. My friend Bhavyo and I started to do films on our own.

We read a lot at home and watch movies on our computer. I love science fiction films and
my all time favourite is “E.T.” followed by “Narnia”. My favourite comedy is “Home Alone.”
I like documentaries and the best one at the Film Festival was “Our Generation” about the
Australian Aboriginals’ struggle for their land and culture.

I am going on the AVI visit to Ethiopia at the end of October to film some of the events
there and I made an appeal for funds in News and Notes and people were very generous. My
mother, sister and I were involved with the very beginning of the African Pavilion and we
spent a lot of time clearing the land and telling African students about Auroville, so I feel T
have a strong connection with Africa. It will be a fantastic opportunity for me

Antonio, as recorded by Diana

Paul (left) and Wazo (right) give prizes to Bhavyo
(second left) and to Antonio
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 BUILDING THE CITY

Iin January 2009, a number of housing projects were
initiated. Now, two years later, aimost all of these
projects are being completed and the apartments are
fully booked. What are the options for those wishing
to join Auroville today?

t the end of August 2011 the Entry Service, in an open letter to the

community, stated that from September 1st it would not be receiv-

ing new applications because of the lack of available housing for

Newcomers and Aurovilians. It observed that people were leaving

Auroville because of a lack of housing and that L’Avenir
d’Auroville, Auroville’s town planning service, had not approved new housing
projects.

The concerns of the Entry Service are shared by the Housing Service which,
in another open letter to the community one week later, stated that it had been
complaining about the situation for a long time and that L’ Avenir, even after a
General Meeting had taken place on the topic, had not taken any action. The
Housing Service, however, distanced itself from the decision of the Entry Service
to stop receiving the applications of newcomers, as it felt that such a far-reaching
decision can only be taken by the community as a whole. It also recalled that
some years ago a previous decision to ‘close Auroville’ had only led to frustra-
tion among potential Newcomers and had not solved the housing crisis.

The Funds and Assets Management Committee also expressed its concerns
and added another perspective. It observed that in many cases Newcomers have
found accommodation with Auroville guesthouses and with Aurovilians who
have spare rooms. Acknowledging the ongoing practice that Newcomers pay
rent to those who offer accommodation — an issue which had been hotly disput-
ed in the past as it was considered an infringement of the Auroville Charter — the
FAMC observed that in some cases Newcomers have been asked to pay too
much. It recommended a ceiling: Rs. 5,000 per month for singles, Rs. 6,000 per
month for couples without children and Rs. 8,000 per month for families.

In the meantime, the Entry Service shelved its intention to stop receiving
Newcomer applications, and L’ Avenir published a list of nine housing projects
[see box] stating that 245 housing units are planned to be made available within
the next two to three years, followed by at least 270 in the subsequent years.
L’Avenir is also proposing the temporary housing project, Transit Lounge,
which will provide fast-track housing for 50 people for periods of up to two years
over the next 10 years.

Why have no new housing projects started?

This sounds like an excellent development. But on careful reading of the list
of projects it appears that only one of them, Maitreye 2, has received building
permission; and even this cannot take off as funds are still awaited. All other pro-
jects are far from being ready for implementation. How is it that during the last
two years no new housing projects have started?

Dorle, one of the architects working at L’ Avenir, gives an insight into the
problems. “Sectors 1 and 2 of the Residential Zone have not been properly
planned by the previous teams of L’Avenir and its predecessor, Auroville’s
Future. If you overlay the map of the now realised developments on the Galaxy
Master Plan, you see that not one of the manifested projects corresponds to the
Galaxy Plan. This is a particular concern for those who wish to develop the city
as closely as possible to the Master Plan.

“The present team of L’ Avenir is not concerned about following the Master
Plan in such great detail. But it wants to ensure that there is a common harmony
between all the projects that have already manifested and those that are still on
the drawing board. Sadly Roger Anger, the late Chief Architect, has not left any
urban design parameters. This has led to a rather wild development. The projects
that have manifested so far show a complete lack of coherence in building styles
and language. One of our tasks is to define the urban design parameters for the
new projects as well as to ensure that the population densities for the individual
sectors are achieved.

“Another concern is to find suitable locations for all the upcoming housing
projects, which includes finding proper access and ensuring that construction
doesn’t disturb the neighbours too much.” Dorle sighs. “There is quite a lot of the
‘not in my backyard’ attitude prevailing among Aurovilians,” she says, “As we
are more or less replanning the entire Sectors 1 and 2, some people object that a

New Housing Projects proposed by L'Avenir d’Auroville

Another housing crisis is coming u
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previously envisaged green corridor behind their houses might become a build-
ing site. This makes locating the new projects quite a challenge, even if you con-
sider that we are only planning low to medium-density projects. We are also
wondering if the open spaces between the various communities could be allocat-
ed for building individual houses.”

Has L’ Avenir ever thought about locating individual houses inside existing
communities? “We have,” says
Dorle. “But though quite a few
communities have a lot of open
spaces where new houses could

project name location housing type nos of units status holder/architect finance easily be built, the answer we
S e e S e T e s e 3 o o . receive 1s a resounding negative.
| Maitreya 2 Next to Vikas apartments with 27 apartments building project holder: Indian | Th i g‘ dlfgh !
| Radial, near common facilities permission Housing government S NETER3008 tANge TOm culty
{ Maitreya 1 received, contract | architect: | in giving access to the
{ procedures Pino, Sheril community’s water resources’ to
jpending ‘we do not want a two-year con-
| Maitreya 3 next to apartments 30 apartments site allocation project holder: private struction site in our community
Maitreya 1 habeenohen | fosehe ! with all the disturbance that
[ ’ brings.” Only two communities
| Green Casbah | nextto houses 50 houses awaiting project holder / private have allowed a new house to be
i Realisation with shared building architect: Satprem built aheit ohe i Satmasti
| infrastructure permission uls 2 pd i < i i
[ and a transit house in Sukhavati.
| Incremental sector 1 row houses with 40 houses awaiting project holder: private This brings us to the Transit
| row housin back gardens / in phase 1, site permission Housing '
: § front gardens 20 in phase 2 architect: Dorle, Mona ! Louuge: [see AVTOday 26:1 264]
| “There is a lot of progress,” says
Kalpana between apartments 96 apartments site identified project holder: private plus Dorle. “A site opposite Courage
Arati and in 4 phases awaiting Satyakam, donation et HEh, dq
| Grace phase 1:24 units | permission Devasmita community has been approved,
| ) ) and the first group of people have
| Share near Gaia FIus_te_&red 40 Feop!e N access land pro!ecthqtder: private come forward. We expect that
individual houses | mainly families purchase needed | Elvira, Anita h il buildi .
architect: Poonam tney will start bui “}g Soo1L;
Merville clustered 5 individual awaiting project holder: private ‘ Asked why the Transflt Lounge
individual houses | house for allocation Anne Hildebrand, . has not found a place in Sector 1
11 people Claire Mussier | or 2 of the Residential Zone,
Sukavati between clustered 2 buildings study completed | architect: private Dorl le.answers that the site for the
Sukavati and individual houses | 15-20 people Bertrand | Transit Lounge was selected near
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(il added another perspective. It observed that in many cases Newcomers have
und accommodation with Auroville guesthouses and with Aurovilians who
ive spare rooms. Acknowledging the ongoing practice that Newcomers pay
nt to those who offer accommodation — an issue which had been hotly disput-
|in the past as it was considered an infringement of the Auroville Charter — the
AMC observed that in some cases Newcomers have been asked to pay too
uch. It recommended a ceiling: Rs. 5,000 per month for singles, Rs. 6,000 per
onth for couples without children and Rs. 8,000 per month for families.

In the meantime, the Entry Service shelved its intention to stop receiving
eweomer applications, and L’ Avenir published a list of nine housing projects
se box] stating that 245 housing units are planned to be made available within
¢ next two to three years, followed by at least 270 in the subsequent years.
'Avenir is also proposing the temporary housing project, Transit Lounge,
hich will provide fast-track housing for 50 people for periods of up to two years
rer the next 10 years.

'hy have no new housing projects started?

This sounds like an excellent development. But on careful reading of the list
"projects it appears that only one of them, Maitreye 2, has received building
irmission; and even this cannot take off as funds are still awaited. All other pro-
¢ts are far from being ready for implementation. How is it that during the last
10 years no new housing projects have started?

Dorle, one of the architects working at L’ Avenir, gives an insight into the
oblems. “Sectors 1 and 2 of the Residential Zone have not been properly
anned by the previous teams of L’Avenir and its predecessor, Auroville’s
iture. If you overlay the map of the now realised developments on the Galaxy
aster Plan, you see that not one of the manifested projects corresponds to the
alaxy Plan. This is a particular concern for those who wish to develop the city

closely as possible to the Master Plan.

“The present team of L’ Avenir is not concerned about following the Master
an in such great detail. But it wants to ensure that there is a common harmony
stween all the projects that have already manifested and those that are still on
¢ drawing board. Sadly Roger Anger, the late Chief Architect, has not left any
ban design parameters. This has led to a rather wild development. The projects
at have manifested so far show a complete lack of coherence in building styles
d language. One of our tasks is to define the urban design parameters for the
W projects as well as to ensure that the population densities for the individual
ctors are achieved.
| “Another concern is to find suitable locations for all the upcoming housing
ojects, which includes finding proper access and ensuring that construction
sesn’t disturb the neighbours too much.” Dorle sighs. “There is quite a lot of the
ot in my backyard’ attitude prevailing among Aurovilians,” she says, “As we
e more or less replanning the entire Sectors 1 and 2, some people object that a
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previously envisaged green corridor behind their houses might become a build-
ing site. This makes locating the new projects quite a challenge, even if you con-
sider that we are only planning low to medium-density projects. We are also
wondering if the open spaces between the various communities could be allocat-

ed for building individual houses.” .
Has L’ Avenir ever thought about locating individual houses inside existing
communities? “We have,” says

r—_" e . e e e — : S _ DO!’]B. “But though qllltﬁ a fEW
. New Housing Project d by L'Avenir d’Aurovill | T
‘ ew rnousing rrojects propose y venir uroviiie communities have a lot of open
spaces where new houses could
yroject name location housing type nos of units status holder/architect finance |  easily be built, the answer we
SIS | || T, e | (L TN e I (s L e ) o L o . 1 receive 18 a resounding negative.
Maitreya 2 Next to Vikas apartments with 27 apartments building project holder: Indian | Th fr g‘ dif%' I
Radial, near common facilities permission Housing government . & reasons TN 26 from lculty
Maitreya 1 received, contract | architect: n  giving access to the
procedures Pino, Sheril [ community’s water resources’ to
pending | ‘we do not want a two-year con-
Maitreya 3 next to apartments 30 apartments site allocation project holder: private struction site in our community
Maitreya 1 has been given Jose%:a, Vijayi i with all the disturbance that
architect: Sonali | . ¥ g
| brings.” Only two communities
ireen Casbah | nextto houses 50 houses awaiting project holder / private | have allowed a new house to be
Realisation with shared building architect: Satprem [ built-a permenentohie o S anmast
infrastructure permission | 7 &P . N 1 .
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Incremental sector 1 rbowkhourzes wi;h fw h:use: a_\:aiting o :imje":t holder: private | This brings us to the Transit
vow housin ack gardens in phase 1, site permission ousing | B
J front gardens 20 in phase 2 architect: Dorle, Mona | Lounge. [see AVToday 263-264]
| “There is a lot of progress,” says
Kalpana bem.reen apartments ?6 apartments site i:!entiﬁed project holder: privat? plus | Dorle. “A site opposite Courage
Arati and in 4 phases awaiting Satyakam, donation | e fan b d
Grace phase 1:24 units | permission Devasmita | community has been approved,
i and the first group of people have
Share near Gaia Ic}us.t?red 40 People B access land pro:iecr ho‘.'der: private | come forward, We expect that
individual houses | mainly families purchase needed | Elvira, Anita | P e o
architéct: Poonam | they will start building soon.
Merville clustered 5 individual awaiting project holder: private = Asked why the Tram.;lt Lounge
individual houses | house for allocation Anne Hildebrand, has not found a place in Sector 1
11 people Claire Mussier or 2 of the Residential Zone,
Sukavati between clustered 2 buildings study completed | architect: private Dorle_answers that the site for the
Sukavati and individual houses | 15-20 people Bertrand Transit Lounge was selected near
Madhuca | Courage, located in sector 3,
Sunship near Citadyn apartments 200 residential phase 1 (40 units) | architect: private plus ‘ because it has some common
units fo_r 300 5i-te permission Pierre and Louis donation 1 infrastructure in place and this
peopleinphase | given, fund | sector will not need to be devel-
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can be used for the coming 10 years, after which it can be dismantled to make
place for permanent development.” -

The financing of the proposed new housing projects

There is another problem with the proposed new housing projects, and that is
how they are going to be financed. Auroville does not have the money to realize
these projects. Only three housing projects plan to benefit from donations:
Maitreye 2 is envisaged to be funded by the Indian Govemment, while Kalpana
and Sunship are planning to be partly funded by donations. The majority of the
proposed housing projects, including part of Kalpana and part of Sunship, will
require private funding which can only come from those who will join Auroville.

And here is the crux: Auroville only allows Newcomers and Friends of
Auroville to contribute to a house or an apartment. Auroville does not accept con-
tributions from outsiders who would like a house or apartment to be built and join
Auroville as a Newcomer once the house or apartment is ready. In other words,
only those Newcomers who either have built a temporary house in the Transit
Lounge or who have rented a place in Auroville or in a nearby village or who are
lucky enough to find a temporary place in Auroville to *house-sit’ are allowed to
contribute towards a house or apartment in any of the new housing projects.

This leads to a number of problems. If we assume that it takes 2 years for a
new housing project to be finished (none of them have as yet started!) today’s
Newcomers will be forced to live for 2 years in a small temporary house in the
Transit Lounge or in a rented house or room somewhere inside or outside
Auroville or do multiple house-sits before they can move into their own new
house or apartment. Probably this will take more than 2 years as it will take some
time before a Newcomer has decided on which housing project to join.

The second problem is that in that period no new Newcomers can join, as the
Transit Lounge will be full. For the Transit Lounge is planned for only 50 people,
while the Entry Service last year admitted almost 100 people as Newcomers. It is
difficult to see where all the other Newcomers can be housed, except in the sur-
rounding villages (in which case we could expect an increase in rents).

The third problem is that Auroville cannot manifest 245 units in the next 2-3
years as planned by L’Avenir if only those who have been admitted as
Newcomers can contribute to a house or apartment. For many of the planned
housing projects will not be able to take off as there will not be a sufficient num-
ber of clients.

And lastly, many people who would like to join Auroville may not be will-
ing to live for a minimum of two years in temporary conditions in the Transit
Lounge or in less than ideal conditions in a room in an Auroville guesthouse,
with an Aurovilian, or in the village.

A possible solution: the Potential Newcomer

A possible solution would be introduce a new category of ‘Potential
Newcomer’.

A Potential Newcomer would be a person who is living outside
Auroville and who wants to join Auroville as a Newcomer as soon as a
house or apartment in Auroville is ready for them. To become a Potential
Newcomer, a person would first meet with the Entry Service who would
evaluate if the person meets the conditions to become Newcomer. A
Potential Newcomer then would be allowed to contribute towards an
apartment or house in an Auroville Housing Project through the Housing
Service.

Once the house or apartment is ready, the Potential Newcomer would
meet again with the Entry Service who would decide on admitting the per-
son as a Newcomer. If the Potential Newcomer does not become a
Newcomer (for his’/her own reasons or because s/he is not admitted as a
Newcomer by the Entry Service) the contribution towards the house or
apartment (without interest) will be repaid by Auroville as soon as anoth-
er person has been found to take the place. If the Potential Newcomer is
accepted as a Newcomer, he/she can move into the house or apartment.

If the Newcomer does not become Aurovilian after having lived in the
apartment or house during the Newcomer period (for his/her own reasons
or because s/he is not admitted as Aurovilian by the Entry Service), a
major part of the contribution will be repaid by Auroville as specified in
the present Newcomer Housing agreements. If the Newcomer becomes an
Aurovilian, the right to the refund would lapse.

This solution would be a win-win situation for both the Potential
Newcomer as well as for Auroville. The Potential Newcomer would have
a house to move into as soon as he or she joins Auroville and can con-
tribute his or her energies directly without concern for the housing situa-
tion. Auroville would not have a financial risk; for if a Potential
Newcomer does not join Auroville, the house would be made available to
someone else who would put up the money to repay the Potential
Newcomer.

For Auroville, acceptance of this proposal would mean that the pro-
posed housing projects can begin and that the housing crisis may be sub-
stantially lessened.

The Funds and Assets Management Committee, the Housing Service
and the Entry Service are now considering this option; subsequently it
may be submitted to the Residents” Assembly for its comments.

Carel
















