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I "e ' :-=- decades of the 20th

g -eti=.= have witnessed a revo-

c ommunication. Fuel led b y
cheaper. faster computers, better soft-
~~e. fibre optic cables, a vastly improved
satellite system and the break-up of the
old telephone monopolies which result-
ed in lower phone rates, global telecom-
munication traffic quadrupled between
1985-95. Internet, the g l obally-linked
computer network, is growing at a phe-
nomenal rate. By the end of 1997, 26 mil-
lion host computers were connected to it
and the volume of information on i t i s
doubling every year (The World Wide
Web, which it hosts, has over 200 million
pages and addh about 300,000 pages a
meek). The amount of time spent online
by U.S. adults is estimated to be almost
ten hours per week.

In other words, whether we like it or
not, we are part of, and increasingly in-
f luenced by, the cyber revolution. But
what are the imp l ications of t h is? Of
being able to access vast amounts of in-
formation at a key stroke? Of being able
to send and receive images, printed data,
sound, to and from almost anywhere in-
stantaneously? As usual, the doers get on
with it while the philosophers struggle to
make sense of what has happened, but,
broadly, there seem to be three kinds of
response to this revolution. Firstly, and
this includes the vast majority of users,
it's taken as a matter of fact, a new tool
that, in spite of a few glitches, makes a lot
of things easier or possible for the first
time. Secondly, there are those enthusi-

'ur.'on in i n t ernational te le-

asts who see it in grander terms. They be-
lieve we are witnessing the creation of a
"global brain" which will hasten the next
s tage in human evolution; that i f t ime
and space are the illusions which keep us
apart then cyberspace is a crucial step to-
wards human unity: that it is ari intima-
tion of another freer, finer world (" The
surrogate life in cyberspace makes flesh
feel like a prison, a fall from grace, a sink-
ing descent into a dark, confusing reali-
ty".— Michael Helm); that it is a powerful
means for raising consciousness (" The
computer is not only a business tool, it is
a 'metaphysical machine' which can trig-
ger meditative awareness, the flow expe-
rience, and deep speculation on ultimate
questions." — I.et Davidson).

Finally, there are a minority of cyber-
skeptics who are not convinced that it' s
such a good thing. They point to the dan-

Aueovn.IF Tooay makes an assessment.

Auroville is taking parf in fhe cyber revolufion. The Auroville homepage on
the World Wide Web is visifed by a thousand people a day, and more than
400 people are linked to fhe world via Auroville's own electronic Bulletin

Board System. Whaf has been the effect of this development so far?

gers of uncontrolled access — of children
being exposed to cyberpornography and
racism, for example — and of the virtual
l ife becoming a substitute' for the real
one. They also fear it will become yet an-
other tool of Western economic and com-
munication colonialism. Some postulate
that this new form of communication ac-
tually changes for the worse the way peo-
ple perceive the world and relate to each
other. The new medium, they argue, sub-
stitutes the accumulation of data for wis-
dom; it encourages simplistic, brief com-
munication rather than well thought-out
argument and analysis; it elevates enter-
tainment above depth; it encourages fan-
tasy rather than responsibility.

The Auroville experience
Auroville's AuroNET! started as a bul-

letin board system which in i t ially only

provided internal email and forums. In
1996 Auroville t iptoed into cyberspace
when AuroNET! began providing interna-
tional email facil ities, enabling global
communication at a very cheap pr ice.
Today this external traffic accounts for
about 6,000 messages (of 20 MB) a week.
For the past two years, Auroville has also
h ad very l i m i ted access to t h e f u l l
Internet~ n e public station and one pri-
vate subscriber — although it does have a
website (http/iwww.auroville-india.org/)
on the World Wide Web which contains
vast amounts o f inf o rmation a b ou t
Auroville. A parallel development is an in-
teractive CD-ROM about the community
which is in process of production.

What has been the effect of these de-
velopments upon Auroville, upon its re-
lationship with the larger world and that

(continued on page 23



(continued from page 1)

world's relationship with the communi-
ty? It's too early to be anything but tenta-
tive, but clearly the linking of computers
with telephone lines has enormously fa-
cilitated communication within the coin-
munity. While the existing telephone sys-
tem already provided instant voice com-
munication, the new system enables files
and images to be transmitted equally fast,
bypassing the unpredictable messenger
service. Moreover, as the new medium
involves individuals sitting at a computer
terminal, it is potentially "cooler" than
the telephone, allowing a more consid-
ered sta t ement or respon se.
Paradoxically, the ephemerality, the tran-
sience, of the computer screen also
seems to encourage users to communi-
cate informally — at times, even to take
more personal risks — and this brings an
energy, a "juiciness", to online discus-
sions often missing in more formal meet-
ings.

Having said this., it's worth remem-
bering that, while about 400 Aurovilians
subscribe to AuroNET! at present, far
fewer than half have personal systems:
the rest have to use public terminals
which ar e f e w and far b et w een.
Moreover, the system is very much un-
derutilized in terms of its potential. The
present set-up allows us to poll sub-
scribers, to .conduct on-line conferenc-
ing, to run on-line and off-line forums
etc. yet almost all the present usage is de-
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voted to personal email. In this sense, it
has not yet fulfilled the promise of the
cyber-optimists who believed that the
new technology would enable us to rev-
olutionise the way we discuss issues and
take decisions in the Auroville, and gen-
erally strengthen the sense of communi-

As to Auroville's relationship with the
larger world, the Auroville website is be-

~ No.of e-mails

AVI USA but later expanded to include
members of other AVI Centres, Auro-
vilians and friends. It has enabled ex-
members of the community scattered
around the world to contact each other
again and t o r e new t heir l ink w i th
Auroville. In fact, such is the speed of
e lectronic communication t ha t A V I
Compats living thousands of miles away
often hear about the latest events in

Auroville l ong b e fore
most Aurovilians! The
forum has not only been
used for inforination ex-
change, however. There
is also much discussion
a bout c ommunity i s -
sues — Matrimandir and
Auroville's organisation,
for example. Some of
this has been of a high
standard — higher, proba-
bly, than we would have

DATA PRQvlDED BYAURDNET. achieved in our commu
coming an important interface, receiving n i ty meetings — and the forum has pro-
more than 1,000 "hits" a day at present. vided an invaluable means of keeping
Already many people's first contact with A u roville alert to the perspectives and ex-
Auroville is a "virtual" one. At the same p e ctations of awiderworld which deeply
time, the website allows others to give us cares about what happens here. The effi-
feedbackon howwe're doing, and to col- cacy of the forum has been hampered,
laborate in our development. This sense however, by a number of factors. There
o f Auroville being opened up to t h e arefewactiveparticipants,mostofwhom
world by the new technology has been l i ve outside Auroville, and the informa-
most evident — and most controversial — t ion they receive about what'is happen-
i n the example of the AVI Compat forum. i n g here is oft e n ve ry par t iaL
This international forum began as a Consequently, many of their proposals
means of linking together members of s eem to fall upon deaf ears in the com-

munity. This gives them a sense of Irus-
tration, which makes them shout a little
louder and be more critical, which turns
off more people...

W hat the experience of t h e A V I
Compat Forum has done, however, is to
raise crucial questions with which we
have yet to grapple. These include what
role outsiders or non-residents might
play i n Au r oville's d ecision-making
processes and this, in turn, raises the
whole issue of what Auroville primarily
is. A place? A state of consciousness? A
global laboratory in which all are poten-
tially co-workers?

As to the new technology — clearly, it
is here to stay. But we can still make con-
scious choices about how we use it, and
this involves exploring much more ac-
tively what its limitations are, what it is
good for, and how it can be used to fur-
ther our ideals. One future intriguing
thought occurs. Is it possible that this
new communication revolution, in the
speed with which it is expanding the ex-
isting pool of knowledge, and in its ten-
dency — through hyperlinks etc.— to
break down linear patterns of thinking, is
encouraging a shift in c onsciousness
Irom the cerebral to something much
more intuitive, something more able to
grasp multiple connectedness and in-
s tantaneous shifts in th e p a t tern o f
things, and then move on, without at-
tachment, in readiness for the new "be-
coining"? Now THAT begins to be inter-
esting!

M'4 ' +4

n October, 1995, we interviewed
Theo, U% and Jtabiya about the new
Btdtetin Board System (BBS) they

wne setting up in Aurovdle, and their
hopes &r- how-it--miight sttmtdate in-
creased communitypart16pation in di's-
cussions and decision-making. Recently
we spoke to Theo and Mi again about
how M their hopes have been fulBl/ed
and about the next big step in our cyber
evolution.

Mow has the BBS developed in the
past two years?

Ulli: Two years ago we had hardly
begun to communicate internationally.
Now 6,000 electronic messages a week
are passing between Auroville and the
outside world, and email has largely sup-
planted other forms of communication
like FAX and international STD. In fact, as
email is charged at local telephone rates,
the income of the Auroville telephone ex-
change has actually dropped by about

.; 30% in the past year!

people on AuroNET!, our internal com-
munication network, of whom about 400
are Aurovilians and 5 0 a r e f r i ends.
Although technically we could accommo-
date more, we seem to have reached a
certain plateau of numbers with the ex-
isting set-up..

These figures don't tell you how peo-
ple use this facility. For example, it's in-
teresting to. note that AuroNET! is used
almost exclusively for email: hardly any-
body is setting u p f o r ums, p o l ling
Aurovilians or using it for on-line confer-
encing.

This is partly because of technical lim-
itations: we have only six telephone lines
at present making people uneasy about
staying on-line very' long, and the present
software does not allow the forums to be
used to their maximum advantage.

UIIii Looking back, we can see that

the moment we opened up the possibili-
ty of communicating outside Auroville
with this new medium and improved the
user interface, the internal traffic picked
up a lot. In fact, we probably have — given
the size of our coinmunity — one of the
most used and efficient email services in
the world at present.

What about Internet access?
Ulli: What we have not yet been able

to provide for Aurovilians iscomparable
ease of access to the Internet: this is our
next big challenge. But once this is possi-
ble and w e h ave a c r i t ical mass of
Aurovilians who are "Internet literate",
I'm sure a lot more people will plug in
and start communicating in more inter-
esting ways. The electronic version of the
Auroville News could start using hyper-
text, for example.

Actually, soon Internet access will not
be a technical problem. There is Internet
access in Pondicherry now, and once the
Auroville Exchange is upgraded — which
they have to do by the end of March-
and the new Pondicherry link is activat-
ed, we will have a permanent leaseline
connection for the Internet, along with
ten additional i n ternal c onnections.
Within three or four months we could al-
ready have forty people connected. If this
creates a critical mass, within a year a
hundred people could be plugged in.

Theo: The c hallenge i s f i nancial
rather than technical. Now, for the first
time, users of AuroNET! have to pay a
nominal sum. This is to make them value
the service more, but also to deter indi-
viduals from sending or receiving huge
amounts of data {the more you send and

AaroNEf lani the Internet
„... „.„,Au iliyrgiee.ygtlllyroville's a%her Captains .
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receive, the more you pay). However, this
income by no means covers the addition-
al costs of the new set-up. Even with help
from Shuttle, we still need additional
funds to create public access stations to
the Internet in p laces like the Solar
Igtchen and l arger communities. We
hope some of the units will participate.
We may also set up a Cyber Cafe which
would charge by the hour for Internet ac-
cess... but this would only be a nominal
fee.

Ulli: We should stress that this is not
meant to be a profit-making operation. It
is, above all, an experiment in communi-
cation. At present, Auroville has a choice.
Either we stagnate at the present com-
munication level, or we take the next
step to widespread Internet connectivity.
If we choose the latter, the community
will have to participate financially.

Theo: The Internet can oifer enor-
mous possibilities to Auroville in the
fields of education, business, architecture
etc. It has already stimulated us to create
our own Web Site. The result is far more

' information about Auroville is being put
out now than was the case a few years
ago. If Auroville wants to be a laboratory
of evolution it must not only be in touch
with everything significant happening
elsewhere; it must also be willing to de-
scribe what it has been doing so that oth-
ers can test it out and evaluate it. In this
respect, I think the Website is a tremen-
dous tool.

What about educational possibilities?
Ulli: In terms of educational possibili-

ties, we are just about to set up an inter-
esting experiment at Transition School.

progress.

We are going to augment their existing
computer set-up and have it linked to the
Internet so that eight students can simul-
taneously access the Internet under the
supervision of a teacher. It mill be very in-
teresting to see what eflect this has upon
teaching methods and t he students.'

But I think the sigificance of Auroville
being in cyberspace is much larger than
this. For example, the danger of becom-
ing a tiny island, of Auroville building
walls around itself, is diminished by its
access to a wider electronic world. It
helps us keep things in perspective, and
it's good that others can provide input
into our process because it prevents us
becoming an incestuous society in terms
of ideas and creativity.

Theo: Knowledge is power, and I
think this electronic network minimises
the possibility of somebody using their
private knowledge to exercise power
over others. It won't prevent it happen-
ing completely, but it is de6nitely a coun-
terweight.

%hat about the possibility af elec-
tronic discussion drums? Have they ftd-
Blled your expectationsP

Theo: Active Aurovilian participation
in e l ectronic f o rums b o t h wit h in
Auroville and outside it, l ike the AVI
Compatible forum, is very low. I think
this is because many Aurovilians have be-
come somewhat fatalistic about what
happens here, and the struggle for sur-
vival has taken precedence over discus-
sion of community issues. In the process,
it's as if Aurovilians have unlearned how
to communicate and instead come to rely
upon a few vocal people to speak for
them.

But the potential for change is here,
and the ne w e l ectronic possibilities

(colitinued on page 6)

Theo: There are approximately 450
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The AuroNET! team dream:

n keeping with the ideal of the Charter,
Auroville should take advantage of new tech-

no!ogies in communication that are available in
the world. At present, Aurovilians use only the e-
mail service of AuroNET! for communication,
but in reality, much more can be accomplished
with this electronic tool.

AuroNET! oan form the backbone of reli-
able and instantaneous exchange of informa-
tion and ideas in the community. Aurovilians
can access any sort of information through
AuroNET! — from checking the local weather re-
port to reviewing ideas prior to taking a decision
at a meeting. Discussions on community issues
can be structured on AuroNET! such. that there
s a meaningful interchange of ideas from all
zarticipants — working groups and: individual
".rovilians. The various possibilities for struc-

-. ring information that AuioNE f! offers will get
2 e community to take a closer look on how it
handles information and consequently how it or-
ganizes itself; Given the fact that Auroville is
spread out over a large area and most
Aurovgians lead individuafized lives, AuroNET!
can bind us together and create a new sense of
community by developing new and hitherto un-
explored communication structures.

AuroNET! cm also greatly facilitate commu-
nrty serinra.*s, such as conducting financial
=znsactiuns. l3atabases and information re-
:evalsystems of AuroNET! can pmvide easy

=-=cess to inforntation. currently stored with var-
"s ivc 'an~" " i ""~ and units QJ' In the

-: - = == =: etucatien, the!nternet is an
... rnediurn that, as a

. Wlu „"reatly facilitate prelect-
: =:--:::==: I;-g in AuroyII!e II!th global conneg-

: . — , ': . . augh Auro NET! the bott!snuck of the i
:- ==:: , : - ; z:";=a".i:Ing n";aterisls can easily be

wp. h Be the
1 ' I ' Jl sx

::W va I"i'.=rust
: i:ii = assess fo tbu Internet,

:=-:- ==.-.=-ndous potential for re-
:--=-:- -=. ==xchang and cross-fertilisation of
:==-:, .n ail fields from town-planning to appro-
: =--e technology, with researchers from all over
. -..=. world. Funding for research projects can
=-'=: be sought through the Internet. The
.'..roville Homepage currently lists Auroville's
a=hievements in alternative 'technologies and
environmental regeneration on the worldwide
forum of the Internet.

Business units of Auroviile, especially those
that are geared towards export, will greatly ben-
efit from the exposure to a large, worldwide au-
dience viia the Internet. E-mail has already
proved itself to be a cheap and effective tool for
business communication, The internet opens
the door to new ideas for business, for generat-
ing personal and community income.

All Aurovilians can avail the communication
faci!ities of AuroNET! through the public access
stations. The AuroNET! office at the Solar
Kitchen complex offers technical assistance in
installation and maintenance of software and
training to new users. As the use of this elec-
tronic tool grows, assistance to individuals in in-
formation retrieval, upldownloading, forming
mailing lists etc. will also be made available.
However, in order to establish a dynamic com-
munication network within and outside of the
community, it is vital that Aurovil:ians are willing
to participate arid share their thoughts and ideas
through this electronic medium. The communi-
ty a's a whole needs to get involved with-this
cyb'er tool that has revolutionized communica-
tion all over the woild.

t
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or some months now; a small
team has been preparing a CD-
ROM on Auroville. Aumvil le
Tmhy spoke to them about the

project, and about the in8uence of the
new' technology w h ich h as revolu-
tionised communication.

AVT; Whatis a CD-ROM?
Manoji A CD-ROM is a Compact Disk

Read-Only ivlemory which contains a
large amount of information (650 MB):
this can be conveyed through different
media — text, graphics, video, sound, ani-
mation etc., and hence it is also called
multimedia. What makes this communi-
cation medium unique is that it is inter-
active. In other ~o rds, th'e user. deter-
mines the way he or. she accesses the in-
formation, and the challenge is to make
this interaction as interesting as possible.

Why a CD-ROM on Auroville?
Holger: Through the use of hyperlinks

(words or images that, on being high-
lighted, offer more in-depth information
about that topic — Eds.) a CD-ROM makes
it far easier to indicate complex links and
interrelationships between different areas
and. concepts than would be possib'le in a
line'ar written documerit. This is why it is
particularly suitable for providing a wide
overview of a place like Auroville where
so many different things are'happening,
and so much is interre1ated.

What are the challenges of writing'a

Manol: %'ritmg ® : CD-RO'M about
Aui oville is a big challenge. You begin by
stru~ in form a t ion into major cate-
gories — culture, economy, yoga etc.-
but as soon as you start working on any .
one category you find you are led into
many other connected topics. So a pre-
sentation on Yoga can lead to the topic of
the proper' role of money, which can lead
to self-sufficiency, farming etc. Many
things you cannot plan beforehand: it's a
very organic process which requires a lot
of intuition and creativity as you dance

:-:Ã~,.",",;, -:,,::::i:: M4TRIMAN &IF! CHRONOLOGY

An interview with the CD-ROM team
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do. At present, we know that our first at-
tempt — which we hope to have out by
"15th August — may fail to avoid. causing
some confusion. But we see the first CD-
ROM as a seed. Hopefully it will interest
enough Auroviliaixs to make totem want
ter jolrrom'tearrr, so~ t - bv the time we
b ring out our t h i rd version in two o r
three years' time, it wil l be much more
complete. The larger project, however, is
the creation of huge electronic archive. If
we can structure this well, we can keep
on adding new iriformation while draw-
ing upon it for many different projects.

What we have to accept, however, is
that we can't directly document the most
important part o f t h e e xperiment o f
Auroville, which is thy change of con-
sciousness. We can only provide, on a
mainly mental level, material for further

between topics.
Holger: In this project, there are chal-

lenges on ail levels. These include getting
a computer, working out how to use the
programmes, learning how to master the
various media — and that's just in the of-
'fice! Then there is the problem of under-
standing Auroville well enough to know
where to go to get the right information.
I' ve been here seven years, and I haven' t
even understood a small fraction of this
place yet. This is where the need comes
in to expand our team.

Then there is the problem of sensitive
information. We' ve hardly touched this
yet — we keep to safe topics — but ulti-
mately, because Auroville is a laboratory
it's important to document the failures
and problems as well as the successes.

In this context, it is vital that the CD-
ROM provides some context to help peo-
ple understand why there are failures
arid conflicts here: such things should be
seen in the light of what we are trying to

"If's a very organic process
which Iequitiesa lot of

intuifion and cteativify aa you
dance between topics."

AUroville wants to be a universal town where
men and women of all countries are ab!bio

jive„IA.DI:@alii:, god.QEQQrcvs! Yc h I rrlgriv.,gtlQYc
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to ail men af good
e ail those who thirst
o a higher and truer

Stefano: When I first joined this team,
I thought we were making this CD-ROM
for people outside Auroville, but actually
one of our goals is to produce something
which enables Aurovilians to understand
what other Aurovilians are doing, since
we never seem to have time to sit down
with each other any more.

Holger: On'e idea is to take a photo of
a group of Aurovilians at a m eet ing.
Then, on the screen, you can. click on
each one and find out their name and
what they are doing in Auroville!

Have you been changed by working
with computers?

Stefano: What I' ve also noticed since I
got into this computer world is I under-
stand much better how my mind works.

Holger: This is not surprising because
our memory works like hyperiinks in a
CD-ROM, Working with computers has
not so much changed my way of thiriking
as made me more conscious of t hat
process.

Manoj: Working with computers and
on:this CD-ROM has also helped nie see
how other people's minds work. To write
a good CD-ROM you have to know the
user's mind, Now; when I get informa-
tion from somebody, I immediately see
how clear or c on fused that person' s
mind is. It has also helped me train and
structure my mind. I'f a computer has a
problem with doing something, there is
always a rational cause. Our natural ten-
dency when con&onted with a problem '
is to react emotionally. But the only way
to solve a computer's p roblem isto sit
qmetly and g o b a ck , s tep b y s t ep ,
~ri&vsinf. ~mr yeu'-have~ eI' n n t II you
find what is wrong. This is a very valuable
approach to use in everyday life, too.

Holger: The new technology, which
has resulte'd in the total pool of knowl-
edge available to m ank ind d oubBng
every few years, is forcing us to use our
minds in different ways. It is no longer
possible to know anything but a tiny cor-
ner of a particular field. So the minds of
the future won't be trained to retain as
much information as possible — as was
the case in the past — 'but to access rele-
vant information as efficientlyas possi-

ble, and then move on. We
no longer need to clog
our minds with vast
a mounts o f d a t a b e -
cause that data w.ill be
available anywhere at a
keystroke.

Mano j: We are
forced to look at things
in'a different wa now.
I'reviously you learned
something and then you
knew it But new knowl-
edge is appearing so fast
now that yo u c a nnot
function by using mem-
ory any more: you have
to develop the capacity
to grasp its underlying
logical structure instant-
ly. This demands that
you are a l ways ve ry
alert, very conscious. If
you' re not, you become
obsolete the next day'!

Esom an interview

y

CD-ROM screen
captured in print
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On February 2, 1998, an article ap-
peared in the Indian daily newspaper
The Hindu. It began:

The quest for human unity is as old as
human civilisation. Following the end of the
Cold War, the demolifion of the Berlin Wall
and fhe end of apartheid in Soufh Africa,
several eminenf thinkers and writers had
hoped that fhe world will witness a new era
nf harmony and friendship. However, de-
tailed s tudies u n dertaken b y t h e
International Commission on Peace and
Food, reveal that numerous mini-conflicfs
are taking the place of potential mega
wars. Also there has been an enormous
proliferation of smail arms. Everywhere vio-
lence seems to be growing in fhe human
heart, starting with violence to oneself
through drug addiction and AIDS and ex-
tending to ethnic conflicts.

Consequently, the redeployment of
funds from defense fo development is also

not taking place on any significant scale.
Even the spread of the environmental
movement has not helped to promote tol-
erance and peace, although as stressed
by I andhiji over 60 years ago: 'How can
we be non-violent to nature, unless non-vi-
olence becomes central to the ethos of
human culture? '

It is against this background that. we
should rejoice at a significant redevelop-
ment taking place at Auroville in Tamil
Nadu.

On the occasion ot the Sgth anniver-
sary of Auroville, the Auroville Foundation
and the members of the Auroville commu-
nity have decided to establish the Sri
Aurobindo World Centre for Human Unity.
This Centre will funcfion as a platform to ex-
plore both fhe human community and the
global environment.

The article was written by Dr .
M.S.SWAMINATHAN, Chairman of the

Governing Board of the Auroviiie
Foundation, who is one of the prime
movers behind the initiative to create
the Sri Aurobindo World Centre for
Human Unity in Auroviiie. The previous
day, Auroviiie had hosted a special
seminar i n the Sri Aur obindo
Auditorium to elicit ideas and inspira-
tion for the proposed Centre. Among
the invii'ees were Dr Ismaii Serageidin,
Vice-President in charge with Environ-
mentally Sustainable Development at
the World Bank; the dancer and ac-
tivist Sonai Mansingh; Dr Ariyaratne,
President of the Sarvodaya Shrama-
dana movement in Sri Lanka; Norman
Myers, environmental writer; Doboom
Tuiku, Director of Tibet House in Delhi;
Dr Xuan Zengpei, Senior Advisor on
International Relations for the Chinese
State Commission on Science and
Technology, as well as a number of
Ashra mites, m e mbers of the

Governing Board, and other friends of
Auroviiie like'Begum Biikees Latif and
Sriram Panchu.

A seminar which brings together a
senior Chinese official and an eminent
Tibetan monk, a Vice-President of the
World Bank and a prominent environ-
mentalist, is already making some
kind of statement about human unity.
B ut the t one w a s s e t by S h r i
Nirodba ran, w ho , ref e rring to
Auroviiie's Charter that "Auroviiie will
be a site for material and spiritual re-
searches for a living embodiment of
an adtual Human Unity," stated that
Human Unity cannot be realised if it is
not founded on spirituality.

Here are extracts from a stimulat-
ing day which Dr. Karan Singh, in his
summing up, called a " successful
brainstorming":

I

Matrimandir.

T

Begum BIIXEES IHIP (writer, active in
children's welf lre):

wish to share with you that while dri-
ving down from Madras, I could sense

a change in the atmosphere when I en-
tered Auroville. I used to feel that special
a tmosphere when I c ame t o t h e S r i
Aurobindo Ashram when Mother was still
i n her body. I never before felt i t i n
A uroville, except when e n tering t h e

This particular experience made me
feel that there is hope that this Centre
may work, provided it does not become
too much of an intellectual exercise.

Dr. KARAN SINGH (ex-minister in the
Govt. of India; present member of Raja
Sabha„Governing Board member):

he concept and the ideal of human
'unity is deeply imbedded in India's

Iong and unbroken spiritual tradition.
The Vedas and the Upanishads speak of
the entire human race as an extended
human family, they speak of the children
of God, of the children of immortality, for
the Lord resides in the heart of all beings.

In the world today, the forces of dis-
unity and disharmony seem to be much
more active and effective than the forces
of human unity. Anything that is able to
concentrate and focus our consciousness
on human unity is therefore to be recom-
mended. But a pu rely intellectual ap-
proach will be self-defeating. If the con-
cept of human unity is to find reality, we
have to find in ourselves our inner cen-
tre, the psychic being. If that is realised
Auroviile itself will be a centre for an ef-
fective human unity.

I have a few observations to make.
The first is that the Centre should unify
all the various institutions in 'Auroville
such as SAIIER, CIRHU and S avltr i
Bhavan, A co-ordinator' or academic di-
rector will be necessary, and resources
(books, people) have to be pooled. A sec-
ond one is that this Centre will have to
network with a large number of organisa-
tions around the globe who are engaged
in similar activities. A third is that the

e move towards the 21st century, to
a knowledge-based society and

knowledge-driven ec o n omies. The
Centre will have to address various forms
of apartheid, such as between the "haves
and have nots," the fact that 20 % of the
world population controls more than 83
% of the world's income a'nd is today 60
times as rich; or the pernicious develop-
ment of proprietary science, the idea that
knowledge can be appropriated, and that
you cannot have access to it without pay-
ing for it; or ethical questions, such as the
patenting of life forms and access to pub-
lic goods. The Centre will have to address
multiple d imensions of exclusiveness
such as political, economic, social, cul-
tural and ethnic and religious exclusion.
Ail this needs to be addressed, and all
a vailable research models should b e

'used. Here, Auroville has the advantage
of having a unique specificity, which is
the combination of spirituality with ac-
tion in the material world: Spirituality
does indeed call forth the better aspects
of our nature and it enables us to fuse
passion and compassion in our work. But
we also need. to ground it in reality, and
this is something which is unique in this
experience here. It ls not disengagement
from life, but engagement with it. It re-
sults in a holistic view where reductionist
science can go side by side with spiritual
uplifting. It seems to me that you are
building on r ea l achievements here,
which gives me the feeling that th is

Centre has to be prepared, notwithstand-
ing Auroville's dislike of religions in gen-
eral, to interact with religious institutions
in order to understand and contribute to
finding solutions for the major conflicts
of today that are based on religious or
ethnic conflicts. A last observation is that
h uman u n i t y s t a rts a t hom e , and
Auroville should be will ing to solve the
divisive issues that have been dogging it
for many years.

Dr. ISMAEI. SERAGELDIN (Vice
President, Environmentally SustIInable
Development, the World Bank):

t

It was a remarkable experience for me
to be some time in the Inner Chamber of
the Matrimandir, for it allows each one to
reach into his or her tradition and to be
reinvigorated and strengthened with the
inner sense of the spiritual. Bringing the
material and spir i tual together is the
essence of starting the quest for human
unity. It is not in the subjugation or the
loss' of the identity of self into the many
that human unity would be achieved, but
it ls respect for the individuality of each
member of humanity, and recognlsing
the interconnectedness of ail human be-
ings as weil as all human beings in rela-
tions to other aspects of nature.

In that interconnectedness you have
made a remarkable start here. In your ef-
fort to live the faith is the beginning of
the articulation of true human unity for
all of us wherever we are. Recharged by
this experience we must go forth and live
the faith, remember the forgotten, think
of the unborn, give hope to the forlorn,
reach out to the unreached, include the
excluded, and by living the faith do wise
actions that will lay the foundations for
better tomorrows.

Ms. SONAL MANSINGH (dancer, social
active):

t is very glamorous to ponder about
grave problems in a beautiful environ-

ment, and I often find that seminars de-
scend to a level of soclalising and mutual
back-patting. But how do we t ranslate
and carry and communicate ideas to the
vast numbers living in rural areas? The re-
ality is that. we are urban people, that we
speak an urban language and think urban
thoughts and that,. although we have
great concerns in our minds for the poor,
uneducated and illiterate who are living
in villages, we hardly seem to connect
with them unless we make projects.

The Centre's activities and planning,
then, should not just concern Auroville;
they should be eminently translatable
into action reaching out to the many.

A second concern the Centre has to
address is how to e8'ectively contact and
convince the decision makers at the high-

A

earth.

e st levels. A th ird concern is how t o
change the at t i tude towards women,
most of whom today are still treated with
unacceptable arrogance.

Dr. NORMAN MYERS (enviromnental-
ist):

uroville is a place where we leave our
labels behind in the car park, where

each af us can h ew~hat we are and-ac-
cepted for what we are. I spend a good
part of my life running around in univer-
s ities and research centres, and I am
often reminded of that person who once
said: when all is said and done, there is a
lot more said than done. But at Auroviile,
you are getting on with lt ; you do not
even think about human unity, but you
do it you live it

We can have too m uch t h ought.
That's why I was so relieved to go into
Matrimandir and sit there, and not think
but just be, and let whatever come to the
surface. I felt more trust in myself then I
had felt for a long time. There was peace,
and I felt heartened and strengthened to
step out in the world again. How fme that
this should be the place chosen for the
World Centre.

And there is a tremendous urgency
today that lt succeeds. For within the life-
t ime of most people in this room, hu-
mankind is going to do things together,
whether they want to or not , because
there are so many global problems of en-
vironment coming up. The winds carry
no passport. Economically tdo, we are all
living in each other's pockets, so dose to-
gether that we jostle up against each
other, dose enough to hit or to hug each
other more than people have ever done
ln the past.

It seems that hugging is the way out,
for there is no other way to solve our
problems then by doing it together. We
see that if humankind is forced to do
things together, that we have to expand
our horizons to take in everybody else on

Aurovilians are fortunate to be right
on the front-line of this magnificent ex-
periment, the best that people ever at-Centre will be true.
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tempted since th'ey came out of the caves.
I wish much joy to you in your mark, in
vour lives together, in your aspirations,
in your dreams.

Shrl MAHE1%3RA M. SHAH (Executive
Secxetary, System Review Secretariat,
WorM Sant):

here is a park in East Africa called
Mzsai steppe. On the other side is

the Serengeti. At the end of each year, a
million wildebeest gather on the plains of
XLasai steppe. There is total silence. Sud-
denly there is the sound of thunder from
over Serengeti. The strang ones start to
move and suddenly there are a mill ion
wildebeest on the run. They reach the
~laszi river which separates them from
the new food in Serengeti. There are
crocodiles in the r iver. But the strong
ones in front do:not stop. They jump in
trie river and the crocodiles move in for
we kiII. But on the top of their bodies the:
rest of the m@ions cross to feed in
Mrerigeti on the other side.

The wildebeest find, their sustainabili-
tv in moving from one side to the other.
For us it is equally important t'o move

m the spiritual to the material, so that
the ecological spiritual world is crea.ted
~ere soon. For time is against us.

. X. XR~ ~ (f orm er Indi'an
A~ m& r t o the UZL, Geierning

F

Sri Aurobindo's vision, to find ways and
means how to fulfil his ideals.

c .~ e r ) :

r om the fi rs t p u b l ication o f S r i
Aurobindo's works in the early 1940's

till the late 1960's or early1970's, very
many brilliant minds went into a great
d eal of t h eoretical exposition o f S r i
Aurobindo's works. In th e context o f
Auroville we have to concentrate on the
practical aspects: How do you work out
life, individual and collective, in the spir-
it of Sri Aurobindo? If we restrict our-
selves only to academic research, we limit
the activities and that is also not the basis
of Auroville's experience.

Auroviile's processes in the past up to
the present have been more d ivisive,
even, though our goal and aspiration is
for unity. Can we think of some group
that tries to look at al l the issues of
Auroville from a unifying perspective? For
we cannot just take Sri Aurobindo's name
as it suits us, we invoke an Act ion in
doing so.

he 'type of education which most
human beings receive at present is

aimed at holding a. paper qualification.
What is lacking is the. emphasis on the
inner man, for the inner man holds the
key to the outer.man. A good education-
al system which addresses the "issue of
humzn. unity has to incorporate inner de-
velopment. Education also has to focus
on a paradigm shift:: man should stop
thinking, of' himself. as a master species
who is master of nature. If he is properly
educated he sees himself as part of na-
ture. I f t hat can be accomnlished we~.~~ gv ~p~ ~ S ~psst P~a u w as'~ww.
vmtikI be able to i t cuomplisht human
unity, based on tbn recognition of the
oneness of all creation, oneness of the
cosmos znd & the universe.

M S. J~NUR SHATTAC~ A (Sr i

~~ation Gt four coricepts.
is Unitv In d6ersltv. It

~ : e: ~ ve~ a p~l to t al k a bout
:1~ : ~ e ~ • a s i . v ot tlie ecosystem.

v'= to p arve the diver8ity
c : ; = " ~ ing5 ~ wg r l p ~ ~ g a

Iri which evervbodv Iooks
concept is vni& in ere-

&ree-51%
t ' erLgage

x' ~ ~ ~ : :- = : : • — wd~duaI
s he<~ ~ • - c. — ", de • e op M Qi' her

i : e cl. concept 1$ unity fn
ot have hurnaxL unity If

o '~ t di s p ar i t ies In stan-
= Efe d l i f st v I . T h f ur th

::==e t ' - unitv iri co-operation We do
r unltv in which ther'e is just tol-

e=mce of the other persons, or even re-
=-~a. Even "'to live znd let live" is not ad-
equate. %hat we need is for all humans
to get together, despite those differences,
~md to work together for a common goal
and higher ~ se. A u roville is still very
fzr from the realisation of' any of these
concepts, but i t endegvours to imple-

o Ashram):

ment of people, no free right of travel
from one state to the other, no automat-
ic right of residence for "foreign nation-
als". So working towards human unity
also means overcoming the rigidity of the
sovereignty of the nation state.

MR. SHARLA, Chief Secre~ ,
Pondicherry:

in order to do that we must coordinate

or an effective human unity, we have
to become complete human beings

first. We have to unify ourselves around
our inner centre, instead of allowing our-
selves to be pulled in different directions„
As it is always the ego .that comes be-
tween oneself znd oneself and the world,
the abolitio'n of the ego. is the very first
step that each of us Individual'ly has to ~ OQSGOM T U IXU (Director, Tibet
wor'k upon. The Mother has .told us that . House, Delhi ):
the being around the psychic centre,
Many of us talk about the psychic centre,
but is not easy to experience. For ine the
easiest way is to offer the being as com-
.pletely as possible to the Divine. Having
achieved oneness within oneself, one can
then attempt oneness with others

MR..PHILIPPE SABRY(Consul General
of Prance):

'he concept of human unity is neces'-
sarfly appealing to .me and to every

diplomat, zs our job aims at working to-
wards .human unity. It is when we. fail
that the armies come in.

But each diplomat represents a state,
a nation state. These nations xre prime
examples of the breaking up of the con-
cept of human unity,. Today there 195 na-
tions in the world, each with their terri-
tory, their borders, their flag, national an-
them znd so on. It means no free move-

Iment them.

Ski JAYANTIIAL PAREKH (Sri Auro-
bindo Ashram):

he concept of a Sri Aurobindo Centre.
is the result of a. concerted effort af

all those in India who are interested in
the manifestation of Sri Aurobindo's vi-
s ion: the Sr i A u robindo Ashrams in
P 'ondicherry and New D e lhi , the Sr i
Aurobindo'Society znd 'a few o'ther or-
ganisations. Together they presented a
paper to the Goveinment of India sug-
gesting that there should be a research
centre where various disciplines which
lead to the goal before us can be stud'ied
in a free and unhampered way, and it was
found that Auroville would be the best
place to locate such a centre.

The Centre has a most essential func-
tion to fulfil: to research ways to manifest

e all are like beads of a rosary, and
the thread which passes through all

these beads, the thread of the spiritual
consciousness, is the real essence of the
unity. It is this which we have to strive
for. But it cannot suddenly start from the
collective; it has to start from the level of
an individual. If I am not at peace with
myself, I cannot think of bringing about
peace amongst others. I f t here is no
peace, no unity in my small unit, which is
known as my family, I cannot think of
peace in my neighbourhood. And it ex-
pands like this. To be in search of our "in-
search" should be our starting point.

DR.A.T. ARI~ TNE ~ iden t o f the
Sarvodayz movement, Sri ~ and
International Advisory Council m~ )

must confess that I am in a learning
p rocess, as a new m ember o f t h e

International Advisory Council. In my for-
mative years I read every. book I could of
Sri Aurobindo and also by The Mother. I
was naturally attracte'd to Aurovioe. But
being 66 now, I have been resigning from
most of the world bodies I was a member
of. What attracts me to Auroville is that it
is one of those places where people very
strongly believe that the spiritual energy
a group can collectively create can make
a difference in people who have no spiri-
tual inclination at ail., Therefore, it is very
important that you should network, and
that the core of that networking should
not be with religiously motivated people
(there are plenty of fanatics around the
world) but with something beyond reli-
gion. In India they call it dharma, reality,
things zs they are.

Auroville is based on the pr inciple
that self-transformation is necessary to
transform the outside. Our movement in
Sri Lanka is the same. As we are not very
far away, I want to send groups to learn
from you and you are welcome to come
and learn from us. I am sure this Centre
will succeed.

n the programme for the new Centre
you have ment ioned consciousness

evolution and dealing with environmen-
tal problems. You have set a very good
example here, but there are many other
organisations in the world working on
that. My submission is that in this Centre
you are setting up the main focus should
be on peace. I am also Director of the
Foundation for Universal Responsibility
set up by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.
One of the ideas of His Holiness is to do
something about conflict resolution, to
work towards harmony and sow seeds of
harmony and peace. If you can do some-
thing on that level, maybe a project called
"seeds of harmony", we ~ould be happy
to be part of that.

SRIRAM PANCHU (lawyer):

H uman Unity is a big basket and holds

I would like to talk about is peace. Peace
i s fundamental, and i n o r der t o g e t
peace, the abflity to resolve conflicts is es-
sential. There are great pubhc divisions
in society: divisions. regarding the envi-
ronment, in the distribution of social re-
sources etc. If you can draw those in con-
flict to a place as peaceful as this, I think
you would enable them to communica.te
with each other. And if you can open up
communication, that often is the first and
most effective step to resolving conflict.
Also, if you could in i t iate studies into
conflict situations (e.g. the Cauvery dis-
pute), and if you could say how it is pos-
sible for a conflict like this to be solved by
mediation, that by itself would be a work
of great public utility.

Dialogue is also important in another
sense. It is in the sense of education, of
u nderstanding and t h r ough t ha t o f
growth. Another idea I would like to pro-
mote is that of the Auroville seminar.
What I have in mind is thatyou would be
the host for this yearly seminar and that
you would draw here for i t people of
proven quality and expertise and profes-
sionals of demonstrated performance.
There are many possible areas of explo-
ration- health, education, housing, envi-
ronment, pol i t ics, laws, environment,
business, justice. I believe for all these
big issues there is a need for alternatives,
the need for a new vision and focus and
structure, and this should be the aim of
the seminar.

The basis of all this, in my mind, is
that there are many iruths, and once we
come to understand this we understand
the need for a dialogue, and from thag
grows everything else like compassidn,
understanding, and f inding a. way to
move forward. The w.orld is a shrinking
circle of hope. There is so.much corrup-
tion and disillusion. If we are to change
this we must express our ideals in a con-.
crete, action-based way which produce%
demonstrable results.

here are seasons of growth, individ-
ual and collective. Collectively we

have gone as far into the ordinary mater-
ial level as Auroviile possibly can go. If we
let down the masks we see that Auroville
externally and collectively is not wel l .
Because it has been given Sri Aurobindo's
name, this Centre calls us t o g a ther
around his name again. I do not think we
have to do very much more .at present,
like getting into big action progranmes; I
feel simply a need to clear out a space
within myself, and within the community,
for Sri Aurobindo's 'action. It seems to me
that we are so busy sometimes that there
is no such space left. I.et's create a focus
where this presence can be evoked, and
for some time leave it like that:

SERGE (Aurovilian):

en we speak of offering a solution
to the world s i tuation I f eel de-

pressed. For, somehow, aII our institu-
tions, the Ashram as well as Auroville,
have failed and we must have the courage
to see the tr'uth. We cannot offer much to
the world if we do not come back to the
central truth of our coming here. So let' s
try to give this new endeavour that we
discuss today this direction. If we do not
do this, we will have just another Centre,
and we will fail again.

a lot of ideas and concepts. The one
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s to the consequences of Auro-
ville being [discussed] in cyber-
pace, I fear that (so far) it is

"survival of the verbosest", and that the
strong end up fiapping their keys to the
exclusion of a real inclusive interchange.
There are many, many out there that are
either timid or bored or frustrated in the
way this phenomenon plays out. Th'is
makes me think it may take some time
before we have an equitable representa-
tion of types and styles: it will take more
pregnant pauses to bring out those who
have ideas and responses but not the
drive to be on top." (Jack Alexander)

AVI©compatible.corn is the email address of an interna-
tional forum on which Auroville residents and Auroville
International members and friends abroad discuss toprcs
relating to Auroville. Recently, AueoviLLE Toom asked the
"compats" to comment on the Forum and its significance
to Auroville's development. Here is a selection from their
responses:

joined this link in order ta shorten
the distance between myself and
those in Auroville, and thos'e who

are part of Auroville though not residing
there at present, and to be abreast of
what is up 'at the moment in Auroviile. All
is fulfilled except that I feel sure I am
being informed on only the issues that
people feel strongly eiiough to write on.
l ay relationship to At rroviIIe with t he
input of the Aurovllle forum 'en'ter'irig my
space here in Seattle has been greatly en-
hanced. I tune in every three or four
days', read what is happening (or, at least,
what some feel strongly enough to write
on) and each time"feel nostalgia for the
place, to be on my cycle in the early
morning on the Certitude road towards
Matrimandir, hearing birdcalls, encoun-
tering fragrant jasmine trailing down the
hair of ladies sitting on the backs of pass-
irig cycles..." (Marlenka)

QIR I C) 0 XQIMliB®lil

in Auroville.

t's the first time I can express my-
self exactly as I w ant t o w h i l e
p robably being heard by m ore

p'eople than when spealdng in a meeting

As to how I see this forum contribut-
ing to the development of Auroville, the
key word is integration. I perceive the
idea grow'ing of an integration of all the
aspects of Auroville, which comprise I)
all Aurovilians and function groups with-
in Auraville 2) all long-time Aurovilians
abroad and all the Auroville centres. If we
consider Aurovilians and those abroad as
equal children-partners, Auroville needs
to develop the computer facilities that
those who want to participate can do so
relatively easily. Then the Auronet con-
riection w f t h i n Au r o ville and the
A uroville-forum can b ecome par t o f
Auroville's internal functioning. In th is
way, important issues can be posted to
the forum for responses, ideas, sugges-
tions, guidance, discussion. These com-
ments are tben stud'ied and a synthesis,
wlien needed and possible, mad'e:. StiQ=
the responsible groups (in Auroville) will
have the power of final decision-maldng,
provided they can show they have ap-
plied or seriously considered the forum-
output — from abroad arid f i o m th e
Auroville community = in their decision-
making.

As long as. the AVI-forum is not part of
Auroville's iriternai functioning, I do not
see that contributions an relevant topics
can be of much importance, although
there is always an influence and elfect."
(August)

e Aurovill'e International com-
pat forum to which many people
living in and outside of Auroville

belong, is controversial for some people
because of some of the things that have
been said by people using-it. This ls like
getting mad at the telephone because
somebody insults you over it. The discus-
sions on this forum have naturally re-
flected the people using it. On the Forum
I have been accused of aa sorts of things
including "passive aggression" and could
even have deserved same of it for being
so flippant in some of the things d'tat I
wrote. On the other hand, I have been
weeping at the keyboard'with joy and
love because of soine of the exchanges.
At the same time, I experience a privacy
and yet an intimacy with the words that
appear on 'the screen. The words are
manifesting out of psychic spaces what-
ever vi'ituaiI Iargori we 9kie to use. f Nn
seeing these-words become flesh. right iri
front of me on my super laptop and they
will go e lectronically to the Auroville
Today team and if they pass, you"ll now
have got this!- Got what? Got the inspir-
ing message that Spirit goes through the
Net.' * (Bill)

that matter has to provide information Aura% ET! and Internet (continued
upon their request. This attitude and this from p.23
experience has taken the "joy of sharing *'

largely away. Another frustration was that whi ch are becoming part of the fabric of
the forum has been used to tty to impress
a personal v'iew on the other compats.
While there is nothing wrong with ex-
pressing a personal view, its unending
repetition and the disregard for contra-
d ictory views, often denounced iri a
derogatory way, also contributed to the
fact that the forum is no longer consid-
ered "a safe s'pace" where you can ex-
press yaur ideas without fear of being
maligned: a blow via the net is as hard as
one in the face. The forum has degener-
ated to another version of the letters
page of the Auroville ¹w s (which is uni-
versally re'pudizted in Auroville) with the
one dilference that the news only ap-
pears once a week, the forum"the minute
you start your e-mail work." (Carel)

Auroville can help b r ing about t hat
change... if we are ready to use them in
that way.

Ulli: What is not predictable is the ex-
tent to which Auroville will use the new
electron'ic possibilities to strengthen our
sense of community, to increase partici-
pation. in our decision-making process.
I'm far less optimistic about this now
than I was two years ago, I feel it's more
likely that the individual consuming as-
pect and individual information-gather-
ing will predominate.

There's another reason why I'm less
hopeful: I find it remarkable that there is
such enormous resistance in Auroville to
using this electronic medium to "assess
the mood of the house," to find out what
Aurovilians' think about any issue. I t
could be done very easily and quickly
through an electronic questiannaire or
poll. Yet people seem to fear it because
th'ey think it might lead to ma'nipulation
or to decisions taken by head counts...
and we know w hat Mo ther thought
about democracy. Yet the present situa-
tion, where individuals can manipulate
meetings or appeal to authority figures
above the heads of the Aurovilians, is ob-
viously no better. Unsurprisingly, it is
precisely these people who resist the
new medium and its egalitarian informa-
tion-sbaririg. most strongly'.

Do you feel Ausoville and the inter-
net are compatibLe?

Ulli: Mother never told us to live in
caves, to disconnect ourselves from the
world. We have to work in the world,
;aKtd -- the- %MEId' a+eday.-is" 4.IiIX *'~ cL
&tter@eti thM 5 not Qp for d lscussxGn.
Tll'e:e48'II@flge 18 fo IflitegfRwe iHtd
use of these riew possibIIltles to lead us
t owards our ' goal. So, let's use t h e

than arguing about its dangers and dis-
Internet to realize Mother's vision rather

tractions.

side from the joy of alrvaysthav-
ing maII in my mailbox; there is

e joy of once again feeling the
pulse of Auroville. The dedication, the
conviction, the operi-mindedness and the
sometimes over-zealousness of Auroville
is aII there.

My first surprise after my name was
presented was the responses I received.
There. were people out there, all over the
world, i t suddenly became clear, with
whom I shared a common bond, an un-
derstanding of a place often too hard to
describe to others wha have never been.
I felt the need to post something, any-
thing, to acknowledge the welcome,, to
say hello. Not Iong after I learnt some-
thing about how this forum can tend to
function. Among the seven or eight post-
ed messages to the forum that day, a few
responded to my message. While all of
them were essentially positive and welI-
meaning, I found myself suddenly feeling
slightly exposed to an unseen auchence. I
scanned each response for sub-text and
found myself resisting the urge to reply
to each comment in an almost self =de-
fense reflex." (Luke)

n general, I think it's a good thing.
I believe that the level of discus-
sion in general tends to be a little

more reasoned and less heated than what
one might get in person." (Larry)

y experience with the Auro-
ville International compatible
forum has so far been'mainly

negative. Having been part of an "officiaI"
Auroville working group, the Working
Committee, I w.as repeatedly upset to
read how easily some of the compats
could be ignited against the Working
Committee (or any other working group)
by often partfal truths or simply mislead-
ing statements thrown on the forum by
'angry or frustrated individuals. If those
s tatements concerned t h e Wo r k i ng
Committee, I felt it was sometimes nec-
e ssary to co r rect them, o r g i ve t h e
Working Committee's point o f v i ew ,
which occasionally resulted in apologres
(which, strangely, were not sent to the
forum but t o m e i n d ividuaOy). Some
compats believe that they have a "right to
information" an d t h a t - the W ork ing
Committee or any other committee for

k'.:;

Gast for. the "Bay at Nice" (see next page): .front I. to r. Jill as Sophia, Shuba as Valentina;
back 1. to r. Mauro as Henri Matisse, Svar as the Assistant Curator, Joss as Peter.
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rivited.by. the community, Prof. Dr.
Gerard Endenburg spent one week in
early January in Auroville to study its de-
cision making processes, and see for

himself if the sociocratic meth od developed by
him [see AVToday ff 166, November 1997]
would also work in. Auroville. The visit was a
success, and not only because of Gerard's
captivating charm, but also because he got
many chances to observe Auroville's attempts
to reach decks!ons..:He met and talked with
business unit hold'ei's and serv! ces, gave talks
about sociocracy' and answered qUestions,
and attended a Res'idents Assembly (RA)
meeting. "Y'ou need: to acknowledge'your lead-
ers, and not be afraid to reaiiy take the I'ead if
you are put in that.position," was one ef his
observations."In yo'ur RA meeting, very valid
:bservatione were made bu't will get lost if a

CC~)®I)Q~®EAVR
OiQCN97lhll)Oil%

facilitator only allows the next person to
speak, without steering the process."
Commenting on the way the Residents'
Assembly tried to elect- people proposed for
the next Working and Executive Committees,
he commented, "If. you ask for objections
against a person, you..only get negativity being
expressed. You should also ask what the pos-
itive reasons are for selection. Also, the chair-
person should correct people in a meeting,
and not allow disdainful remarks to be made
or supercilious attitudes towards someone
else.to surface,'ias these too will result in-neg-
ativity and ultimately destroy the meeting

piocess." Most important, however, were his
observations that "You have to formulate your
aim and group yourselves around it. The aim
of an organization should determine and en-
compass subsidiary aims of all the groups and
units which function as part of that organiza-
tion. The attempt to give the RA the final say is
bound to fail, as taking decisions for the com-
munity. in a large meeting like the RA where
anybody can come is impossible due to sheer
numbers, and because you have many groups
with different aims in the same meeting." Can
sociocracy work in Auroville? Gerard is con-
vinced it can, and that it would result in a so-
ciety where each individual has a guaranteed
say in the running of its affairs. A first draft of
a sociocratic organisation model was dis-
cussed with him.

!
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+ his year's Auroville international
I meeting mill be held in Italy en the

hills of Siel , Tuscany, 500 metres
above sea levef. The place is located'in-a

' surroundings which are very beautiful
' and rich in art, Etruscan archeofogy and

history. The proximity to a medieval
-idea1 city", Pienza, re set the tone for
exploratinns into an ideat city for the cen-

, t=ryto come...

:~- =-r=--'-;..'~ne 23rd till Saturday if-
J: ;=: , '=. Pecale involved in

a-,xw~sv~ "=--==-'in- will convene dur-
rr;, m=. ~=A-::= -':"e. Further details
~ ='. ~ ~ = f . ; .' ; eAVlltaiyUaisen

=-.. = Patty, at the fgigwwg„
=-'.=-=.-:=:,. FaXzia Ghezzi, via Morali 13

" TWt ~ I t n 3' ~ = : . , 2V46:erg.lH>

-= :- .:;-; .:-vs Ha e's 'The Bay at Nice" is
i'.:-.sse s painting by the same name.

. : - «: — -„=- -„;a,e. by Shuba) is a former student
:: =- ="" s who studied art in Paris, but returned
:: =..ss.'a and suffered during the Stalin period.
:--=. has been asked at the beginning of the play
-: =- ~aenticate the work. The two central charac-
:=-"' of The Bay at Nice", Valentina and her
=a.ghter Sophia (played by Jill who also direct-
== the play), are locked in a morta1 battle of con-
=-cI=Vaientina punishingly disdainful of her
:aughter Sophia's choices in life and appear-
ance, and Sophia struggling to wrest her life fal-
.er.ngiy from her mother's vice-like grasp.
."cphia*s decision to leave her highly-ranked but
.:veiess husband becomes the catalyst of the
ace. And as her mother scowls openly and ve-

nemently at her decision, and Sophia struggles
to withstand the emotional shockwave, an albeit
subtle battle of emotions and wills plays itself
out on stage.

For the committed audience, it made for
compelling theatre. Hampered somewhat by the
vast auditorium at Bharat Nivas, the actors*
words occasionally faded to inaudibility. Never-
theless, the performers in this "play of ideas"
compensated for this remarkably with distinct
and physical characterisation that accentuated
and at times carried the narrative. Shuba as
Vaientina moved with a world-weariness that at
times left the actor behind and let the character
live. Ross was well-cast as the gentle, self-effac-

Th'. meeting wiii be held fra@Tees-

Nf Ga

he second international Cellular Evolu-
tion Conference was held at the theatre
of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in Pondi.-

cherry during the first week of February, 1998.
Two days of: post-.conference sessions were
held in: Aur'oville; The conference was orga-
nized by. Dr. Ariel- Browne and Dr. Wayne
Bloomquist from USA as a continuation of the
first conference held in San Francisco in 1995.

The presentations focussed on the work in
the body by the Mother and Sri Aurobindo to
transform the living cells of the body into con-.
scious insrtruments of progress. Bhaga,:from
Aufovi'Iie, Spoke ori "The Continuity of Celluiar
Transformation between Sri Aurobindo and
the Mother'* and at another session on
"Mother's comments. on similar cellular expe-
riences in others " Mikae'I,'also from Aurovifle,
gave a session on '"fransformational dance in
the body's shrft to intearai consciousness".-awa*v c ~yavgc a gr x 3yr q k
S~rn ~ i,. 8 6 'a'u5ior fr~ - ~ --Sri
Aurobindo Ash~, p r~ n@d "Ceilul'ar
Transformation according to the Mother'*. Dr.
Felicity Edwards from the Rtlodas University,
S, Africa, Dr. Charlotte Smith (USA), David

ing, model aircraft-cofiecting Peter and carried
the character in voice and body. Jill'-s Sophia was
a roller-coaster of emotion travelling from mo-
ments of silent tears to the evident Joy on her
face when she finally puts her arms around her
mother. Svar as the quiet Assistant Curator be-
lied a lifetime of thoughtful repression aching to
be expressed without even realising it. Mauro in
his brief appearance gave the audience a lively,
youthful Henri Matisse.

Using a single set and lighting-state for al-
most the entire play, the production-design of
"The Bay at Nice" could be called spartan- if it
were not for the presence of Vaientina's more or-
nate chair and the large frame that hung above
the stage suggesting a window with shafts of
sunlight.

During the full one and a half hours, the au-
dience did not get to see th'e much-discussed
painting — except for an occasional tantalising
glimpse of colour. An almost audible sigh of re-
lief can be heard from the audience when at last
it is shown the painting This is used to good ef-
fect in the final scene where the lights move to
silhouette the Assistant Curator with his Matisse.

"The Bay at Nice" makes.few judgements but
rather lays out ideas for the. audience to judge. Is
freedom happiness? Is love pain? Can one justi-
fiably be selfish? If so, when'? At what point
should-we ignore our parents? When should we
let our children go? These ideas leave the audi-
ence with a sense of self-examination that com-
pels dNicuit-to-answer questions to be re-asked.
As a play it demanded the audience's attention
and rewarded those who gave it.

mao.iII)uu Zmutn.nijzaa~m COIZmmme
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Fiedler frorri Gnosis (USA), and Elizabeth Hin
from the White Rose Foundation (USA) also
gave presentations, as did Maggi, Richard,
and Kailas 'of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram.

In Auroville, the sessions were discus-
sions about the work in progress here: the
participants v!sited a number of projects

Bhaga adds, "During the five days of the
conference,. very interesting and often moving
talks were mostly presented.by people who
had not only theoretical knowierige about cel-
lular evoiution N deso!1bed by Sri Aurobindo
and Mother but some experience of it as welf,
based generally, but not always, on years of
intense sadhana and spiritual experience (of
the psychic being, in particular) in the vast
context of the Integral Yoga. Some of the ses-
sions weie more tike workshops in which al-

meN ~ 0 'ne ioinwf foi: ~e celi= ofI~ : .
physical exercise or guided exploration, either
silerit or dance-like to music.

Quiet provided the venue for the last after-
noon of the conference. Durihg this session,
Maggi from the Ashram (Mother's secretary
for years and the. founder of Quiet) shared
with us what Mother had told her about the
"golden contagion'* at work now In everyone' s
cells. Maggi also brought two cassettes-
Mother reading the Charter of Auroville and
Sunii's New Year music for 1972 — which
drew everyone into a deep final meditation to-
gether."

E.efter fo fhe Editors
he most widely known formula of physics

(E=mc'2) is also the most widely misun-
derstood. In his article ("Vnity is a fact",
AVToday, February 1998) Peter Thurrell
echoes the common misconception. For those
who care about that little bit of truth that is
accessible to science, I would like to set the
record straight. Since the "m" stands for
"mass" and not for "matter", the formula.
does not proclaim the equivalence of matter
and energy. IIIfhat it saysis that "mass" and
"energy" are two names for. the same quariti-
ty, a quarrtity that can be measured eitherin
units of mass (kilograms) or in units of energy
goules). In other words,. E=mc "2is:a conver-
sion formula as trivial as the statement that
there are three feet in a yard. Less trivial is
the nature of that quantity. Although time
"flows" or "passes" equally fast on properly
synchronized clocks, it flows at Chfferent
rates for different objects. Except for anoth-
er conversion factor (Planck's constant), the
energylmass of an oblecf is the rate at.:which
time flows for that object.

Carel 24th.

Indian Dance

A TALK
"Science and the.ultimate nature of man" was
the title of a talk by the eminent nuclear soientist.
and former Defence Minister of india, Dr. Raja
Ramanna. o February 11tb„1997; Thi,e next
evening Dr. Raiiianna entertained an AurovNe
audience playing piano pieces from Beethoven, " .

Liszt and Saint Saeris.

Bharat Natyam: Chitra Visweswaran
"Chitra Visweswaran is one of the leading
I3harat Natyam dancers in India today; her
name has become synonymous with this
Southern style of Indian classical dance.
Trained from a very young age in the pristine
purity of this traditional dance style, she has
harnessed toit anintellectual quest and aes-
thetic sensibiiity which make her perfor-
mance scale great creative and classical
heights. Her husband is a Carnatic vocalist-
composer. Together they have made the pur-
suit and dissemination of Indian dance and
music a religion in. itself," said the notice
which announced the performance on January

Normally, such statements have to be taken
with a grain of salt. This time, however, the ex-
pectations raised by the notice were too mod-
est. The grace of Chitra's dance was exquisite
indeed, often approaching the sublime. The
voice of her husband, who sang as Chitra's ac-
companist, at times even went beyond. At least
I found myself listening in rapture arid closing
my eyes in the process, Somissing out on
some of Chitra's elegant and refined move-
ments. But I was lucky enough to capture at
least one thrilling episode. It was when Chitra
depicted Yashoda, the foster mother of Krishna,
cradling the baby Krishna. At this point an
Auroville child that had been happily playing
around in the audience without showing much
interest in the performance, came forward fas-
cinated by the loving care which was being por-
trayed in front of him. Spellbound, he.advanced
to the stage, and it could h'ave become very in-
teresting but for his father, who rapidly
snatched him away.

It was an evening of Fine Arts indeed.

Qdissi Danae: Sonal Marlsingh
Nit@at can bi skid about So'nal Mansingh which
has not already been said? Which superlatives
can do justice to a phenomenon who has won a
number of major awards'8 Sonal is said to be "a
class apart", a "paragon of excellence" or "a
peerless example" of Irrdian classical dance, in
particular Odissi. But these words just set her
apart without even touching upon the existential
quality or the creative expression which Sonal
displayed in her solo perforrnarice on March 2.

Did we see Devi, the Goddess, in her vadi-
ous moods' For sure,, itwas. Senai dancing, but
wasn't it Devi who appeared as a shadow on the
wall, and was it imagination when one. some-
times felt that more than the shadowy presence
had been invoked to manifest? Why was
Sonal's personification of Maria Magdalena in
her surrender to Jesus Christ so intensely mov-
ing as to. invoke the corresponding movement
within oneseif? "Art", says Sri Aurobindo, "is
nothing less in ite fundamental truth than the.
aspect of beauty of the divine manifestation."
And he goes on to say.thaf, from that stand-
point, some artists can be considered. as Yogis,
those who create according -to their. greater
inner vision.

Sonal ended her performance by singing
the Indian national anthem, Bande.Mataram, for
and partiy together with the audience, and with
an emotional request to Auroville: "It took.you
three years to invite me to come back to
Aurovifle. Please don't make me wait three'„"-,';,'
years again." l3on't worry, Sonai, we won' t.

, Carel

Ulricli IIIIohrhoff, Pondicherry,
uim©auroville. org.in
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kash, in tel l igent, we i l-spoken
a nd charming„ h a s the ai r o f
someone waiting for vocation to
strike. And indeed a vocation

lurks. Born i n A u rovi l le, he's a sel f-
taught technology whizz. He has his own
homepage and has already written and
installed a reservation management sys-
tem for a major Auroviile guesthouse
and an automated bill ing system for a
busy Auroville food processor. He's also
worked on the development of no less
than three compact disc (CD) multime-
dia publications using a multi-media au-
thoring package written and developed
by him called Navarasa — Hindi for "nine
flavours" suggesting the many fiavours of
multimedia. No mean feat, writing a pro-
gram that allows the development of an
interactive CD "book" containing a mul-
titude of media induding sound, video
and slides in a single package. The result
of two years' work and still under devel-
opment, current versions of Navarasa are
available on the Net at www.simtel.net
and have been published as part of a
Shareware demo CD distributed with the
magazine, PC Quest.

When I ask Akash for a comment
about email in Auroville, he points out
that 2 , s taggering 4 0 pe r cent o f
Auroville's population now have einail
accounts. Compared with a global aver-
age of around fifteen to twenty per cent,
Auroville seems ahead of its time. Akash
remains in regular contact with a group
of fifteen to twenty "cyber friends" from
around the world, all of whom have con-
tacted him in response to his homepage
accessibIe through the Auroville home-
page. (It seems Akash writes more letters
now than he did before email). In re-
sponse to my question about a downside
to the increasing use of electronic mail,
he says: "I don't think being connected
to the world is at all bad." The greatest
value of email, he says, is the access it
gives Auroville to the outside world, but
he hastens to add, the world would ben-
efit more from access to Auroville than
Auroville would from access to the world
except in terms of tertiary education and
research.

As to whether he has been changed
by his immersion in the world of com-
puters, he admits that now he tends to
analyse much of the time: "This has its
advantages, but i t can make you emo-
tionally cold, an observer rather than
somebody who experiences things."

A new, faster link is planned for the
A uroville n e t work th a t w i ll al l o w
Auroviile to do many thmgs electronical-
ly not previously possible. "Chatting" for
example will be possible. With a faster
link, rather than sending single letters
back 2nd forth between Auroville and
overseas, Aurovilians will be able to have
live (typed) conversations with fr iends
overseas. One currently available varia-
tion on this. says Akash, is on-line educa-
tion. Students regardless of location can
"sit in" and participate in school or uni-
versity courses and eventually graduate
this way. Akash is interested.

n Auroville's electronic future, Akash
prophesies a computerised f inance
service that will provide all Auroville

shops, restaurants, cafes with instant ac-
cess to a customer's 6nancial position at
Pour Tous. If your account's in minus, no
cheese pie at New Creation Corner, or
cash only. It is not unforeseeable, he says
that when we check our email, we' ll also
be able to check our account. In the dis-
tant future, Pour Tous numbers may be
replaced with cards with bar codes or
magnetic strips processed by electronic
readers at each shop. Already plans are
afoot to store Auroville archives on com-
puter, eventually available for access by
anyone with a computer and a password.
A uroville's electronic fu ture w i l l u n -
doubtedly far exceed these modhst pre-
dictions regardless of how ou trageous
they seem today. Whether or not this will
be an improvement remains to be seen,
but, w h a tever h a p pens, e l ec tronic
Auroville is here to stay. Jesse
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