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Matrimandir progressing

A lot of progress is being made at Matrimandir. To finish the work inside
the structure the Chamber will be closed for an expected three months
from December onwards.

The amphitheatre is almost finished. Underneath these granite structures

that mark the 16 stairs at the periphery, lights are yet to be installed.

‘ (4 S o0 what is it you want to me

to tell your readers?” says

Gilles Guigan, one of the
executives of the Matrimandir. “That
we are making quick progress? We
are! That we have problems with the
outer skin? We do! That the work
inside the structure will be ready by the
end of 2005, barring unforeseen cir-
cumstances? That is our hope!” And he
proceeds by rattling off an impressive
list of finished work inside the struc-
ture. “What remains to be done is fix-
ing the inner skin; incorporating the
water element into each of the four pil-
lars; creating the two marble structures
besides the landings, each with a living
flame; finishing the ramps; and making

essential changes within the Chamber -

itself. With a bit of luck we should be
able to complete all this by the end of
2005.” Sounds good. But what are the
possible unforeseen circumstances?
Gilles scowls and points at the
ramps. “As everybody knows, years
ago white glass was imported for the
parapets of the ramps and sent it to a
factory in Calcutta to be bent into the
correct shapes. But the factory got into
a workers dispute and there has been a
lockout ever since. We never managed
to get our glass out. We are on the
point of giving up hope and re-order-
ing the glass and having it bent some-
where else. That might give us a big
delay — also as the work to match the
various glass pieces is very precise.”
Pointing at a stack of aluminium trian-
gles his faces lights up. “But all prob-
lems of design and finding the correct
material for the inner skin have been
solved. That had been a major
headache.” Gilles explains: “The skin
will consist of aluminium triangles fit-
ted with white coloured fibre-glass
fabric. The earlier idea of using
imported white glass has been rejected
in favour of this cloth. It has been spe-
cially made for the Matrimandir in
France by the Ferrari company; it is
light-weight and has the quality that it
will evenly spread the light that comes
in from behind, so that the entire skin
will have a uniform colour without
patchiness. During daytime, light will
mainly come through the orange-
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salmon coloured portholes in the outer
skin. In the evenings, light will be gen-
erated by 1200 LED modules placed
behind the beams. Two professors of
the German University of Ulm have
developed this system. Each module
consists of three LEDs (blue, red and
green) and each module will be indi-
vidually controlled by a computer to
create any colour wanted. The proto-
type modules are ready, and the pro-
gram for the chip is being written.
With the 1200 modules we can guaran-
tee that the colour remains the same
during daytime as the sun moves
across the sky, as well as in the
evenings. We plan to manufacture the
modules here in Auroville.”

Work inside the Chamber is sched-
uled to start on December 1. “The eight
openings in the ceiling, four for the air-
conditioning and four for the artificial
light points, will be closed,” says
Gilles. “The central hole will be adapt-
ed for both normal and artificial light-
ing of the globe and serve as the air
conditioning inlet. During that time
we’ll also adjust the entrance doors,
and finish the work on the roof: posi-
tion the new heliostat, and install a
new, foldable crane with 500kg lift
capacity. It will be used for mainte-
nance and repairs. The crane will not
be visible from the ground. At the
same time we will install a new air-
conditioning system to replace the pre-
sent outdated one which is more than
ten years old. The entire work will take
an estimated six months; but we hope
that the work inside the Chamber will
be finished within three months.
During this period the Matrimandir
will be closed. Instead, the public can
visit one or more of the meditation
chambers inside the petals surrounding
the Matrimandir. One is almost ready,
the other eleven are in an very
advanced state” Gilles shows the
Peace Chamber — painted an impres-
sive deep blue, only a few details need
to be finished before it can receive its
first visitors.

The work outside has met with a
serious setback. The primer material,
the first layer for the waterproofing of
the skin, has proven to be defective and

the entire waterproofing needs to be
redone. Kemper, the German company

who supplied the products, has taken -

full responsibility for the fault and will
bear the costs of replacement. But the
work involved is massive. All the discs
have to be removed, the skin sandblast-
ed, new primer and new waterproofing
put and the discs re-installed. Says
Gilles: “This work will be done in sec-
tions, so that a large part of the
Matrimandir will remain covered and
the building won’t look naked. But it
means a delay of at least a year. We
don’t expect the outer skin to be fin-
ished before the end of 2006. The
sandblasting also delays the work to be
done underneath the Matrimandir,
such as installing the stones for the
pathways and the marble for the
pond.”

Other works outside are progress-
ing well. The amphitheatre is as good
as finished; the last small petal is being
shaped, and the first pathways have
been arrayed in red Agra stone and
white granite. The workshops and
storerooms which were located in the
future gardens have been removed, and
the landscaping of the entire oval is
being finalised.

While we .walk around the
Matrimandir, a group of visitors
approaches for meditation. Says Gilles
“The temporary closing of the
Matrimandir at the end of this year will
also mark the time when we have to
decide on our visitors’ policy.
Personally, I believe that we’ll need to
limit visitors” access to the amphithe-
atre and perhaps the Chamber. But the
12 gardens, for example, which The
Mother identified as places for concen-
tration and experiencing different
states of consciousness, may need to
remain closed. How to organize all this
is still a question for the future.”

Carel
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From top to bottom: Photos 1 and 2: The discs on Matrimandir are
removed by sections so that the skin underneath can be sandblasted
and a new layer of primer and waterproofing material applied. Photo 3:
Work on the ramps has come to a standstill as the glass for the para-
pets Is stuck in a factory in Calcutta. Photo 4: View of the second level.
The inner skin is the major work left. In the centre of the staircase is the
symbol of The Mother, through which passes a ray of sunlight. It is con-
centrated by the heliostat on top of the Matrimandir and directed
through the crystal in the Inner Chamber, and again through the centre
of Mother's symbol until it reaches the water in the pond underneath
the Matrimandir. ;
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AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL

The Auroville International dilemma

In the last issue of Auroville Today, we summarized aspects of the 20th annual meeting of the
Auroville International Centres which took place in Retiro das Rosas, Belo Horizonte, Brazil.
Here, Friedrieke reports on the discussions regarding the role of the centres.

ur discussions focussed around the ques-
Otion of how we can revitalise our

Auroville International (AVI) organisa-
tion, which presently seems too weak to stand up
to the challenges lying ahead. To find out where
we want to go our first questions were: What is the
aim and purpose the AVIs see for their work and
action? What is the role the AVIs are given and
should be given from the side of Auroville?

We shared the experience that, due to new
media like the websites, the giving of information
is no longer the most important part of our activi-
ties, as many people find their own way to
Auroville and when they contact us they want sub-
stantial co-operation, like offering themselves for
voluntary work or special project involvement.
Here we see the future challenge to get people
involved in Auroville who can contribute with
special skills, like researchers, scientists, artisans,
technocrats etc. A close co-operation has to be
established with Auroville telling us who and what
is needed.

While in earlier days fundraising on a compar-
atively small scale was a big help, today the

REFLECTION

demands of many projects, like Village Action for
example, have reached a scale where governments
or other big organizations have to be contacted.
This brings us closer to the task of bringing
Auroville in contact with national governments
and global organizations like UNESCO. But in
order to fulfil this task we need a concerted action
between Auroville and AVI, whereas at present
there is still a lack of co-ordination and informa-
tion sharing. A future great aim could be to bring
together, like the three steps of Vishnu, the three
bodies that Mother and Sri Aurobindo have creat-
ed or envisaged: the Ashram, Auroville and AVL
Mother wanted Auroville to be a laboratory, a
field for experiments on all levels, inner and outer.
In working this out Auroville needs support from
a strong AVL

We see the big challenge is to help Auroville
secure the international side of Auroville, which
Mother wanted to belong to “humanity as a
whole”. In this connection we mentioned the
importance of the International Advisory Council
(IAC) and a better future co-operation with its
members. During our meeting we heard the news

The unbearable
heaviness of ideas

The predictability of the reconciliation meeting called by
the Auroville Council caused Alan to reflect. |

all it premature senility. Last week I was

driving through an Auroville forest when I

suddenly realized that I couldn’t remem-
ber what I had been doing for the past two hours.
Panic, a moment’s panic, before the synapses
flickered again: Ah yes, I’d been at a meeting at
the Town Hall.

On the face of it, there was no reason to forget
this. T rarely go to the Town Hall, this was my
first community meeting since returning from a
visit to the West and the topic was a heavy-duty
one: the need to create a new spirit of reconcilia-
tion in Auroville. So how could I forget such an
important occasion? Clearly my mind was on the
way out,

Or was it? As the details of the meeting start-
ed wandering back, I began to realize why it had
been so forgettable. Not that it was a bad meeting.
There was no obvious discord. On the contrary, it
was attended by well-meaning Aurovilians who,
having agreed that Auroville was in a precarious
state, then proceeded to state what they thought
was going wrong and how this could be reme-
died.

The problem was that my attention kept wan-
dering. I noticed that B had had a haircut (not
bad), that C looked as if she’d had a tough sum-
mer, that D seemed to have found a new girl-
friend, that E... ‘Pull yourself together,” I told
myself sternly, ‘This is an Important Meeting.’
But no sooner had I screwed myself back into the
thread than I was unravelling again.

At one moment something flashed before me:
it was a televised image of a British Trades Union
Congress. As a boy I was fascinated by these
meetings. There was that moment at the end of a
debate, for example, when the chairman would
call for a show of hands. Then he would total up
the votes. The strange thing was that, while there
might be no more than 300 people in the hall, the
" final vote-count would be something like eight
and a half million votes for the motion and six
and a half million against. It took me some time to
realize that one man’s raised hand stood for the
three million members of his trade union.

But why was I remembering this now? Then
I recalled something else about those Trade
Union Congresses, and that was their absolute
predictability. Year in year out the unions — or,
should I say, the union leaders — argued and voted
the same way, so that if you knew the topic
beforehand (and the topics were endlessly recy-
cled) you knew exactly what each union leader
would say when he (I don’t think there was any
she in those days) clambered up to the podium. It
was all rather like an elaborate ritual.
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Now, perish the thought that Aurovilians be
compared to unreconstructed British union lead-
ers, but I suddenly realized that, almost without
exception, I knew what each Aurovilian in that
room was going to say before he or she spoke. A
was going to talk about the need for more inner
work, B was going to complain about the lack of
leadership, C was going to propose that we look
again at Mother’s messages for Auroville, D was
going to suggest that all parties to the dispute sit
down and have a quiet rational discussion etc. etc.

So what’s wrong with that? Well, if you’ve
had an epiphany, a profound moment of enlight-
enment, I can understand that you might keep
restating it at every opportunity. But if you’re still
waiting for that moment and yet you keep on
repeating the same arguments at every meeting
you go to, it begins to look as if you’ve been
ambushed by an idea (or, rather, an Idea). Ideas
are rather like super-leeches. They perch on
leaves and hang from trees, waiting for passers-
by. Then they fling themselves onto exposed
flesh and start gorging themselves on juicy red
corpuscles. However, unlike leeches which even-
tually fall off, Ideas clamber up onto your back
where they dig in their long, dirty claws and grad-
ually get heavier and heavier. Until finally...final -
ly all that is left is a stooped, desiccated shadow
of a human being staggering under a huge weight
towards a premature grave.

All right, I'm laying it on a bit. But I was
depressed by the realization that the meeting in
the Town Hall was so predictable. I wanted to
shout out, “Surprise me”, and forthwith ban any-
body repeating anything they had ever said before
in an Auroville meeting. Childish? No doubt. But
I think there’s a more profound point here. And
that is that as long as we lock ourselves up in our
Idea or Perception (which, just to seal my unpop-
ularity, I’ll suggest are often not much more than
projections of unresolved personal issues) we're
not available for anything new to come knocking
at our door. The difficulty (ah, you see, this is my
Idea!) is that we become so identified with our
Idea that we don’t think it’s possible to give it up
without doing some terrible violence to ourselves,
whereas it’s the Idea, that damn Idea on our
backs, which is doing the violence by stopping
the fresh air getting in.

So why don’t we make the next community
meeting a bonfire of Ideas? We’ll tear the horrid
things off each other’s backs, fling them scream-
ing in the fire and then...wait. Just wait. Who
knows? Something interesting might come
strolling by.

Alan

about the nomination of new IAC members,
which we warmly welcomed, even if there were
some reservations about the  strong
Indian/Aurovilian representation in this body,
because the IAC was initially created to represent
the international community. One point where
international support may become crucial is the
need to ensure that Aurovilians of foreign origin
can remain in Auroville and will not be asked to
leave India without due cause being shown.

We agreed on the idea to create an
International Advisory Body for our own AVI
association. Names mentioned were: Norman
Myers and Mary King, former IAC members, Dr.
Hans George Wieck, former German Ambassador
to India, Dennis Kucinich, the American
Democratic Party candidate who knows Sri
Aurobindo’s works, Doudou Dienne, UNESCO
Director for Intercultural Affairs (now designated
IAC member), Lynne Twist, American activist on
alternative approach to money, Peter Russell,
English writer and scientist, Adolfo Pérez
Esquivel, Argentinean Nobel Prize Winner for
Peace, Gilberto Gil, Brazilian singer and Minister
of Culture in the Lula government.

Those of our members who can establish con-
tacts with these persons were asked to approach
them with the idea as soon as possible. In this con-
text we should start a new move to, link up with
UNESCO and to make connections with the India
chair at the UN.

In this context some criticism was heard
regarding an apparent lack of willingness to work
with us from Auroville’s side. Some of these criti-
cisms were: Auroville still lives in a glass bubble,
it still has a “small village” mentality; it is too self
protective, not open to novel ways already proven
successful outside; it still has not understood the

AUROVILLE AND THE WORLD

universal message; it is not really attractive to
young people from outside; it is not keeping us
informed when good co-operation would bear bet-
ter fruit.

One special point of discussion was the lack
of co-operation with the International Zone group
regarding an initiative by AVI Germany to create
an International Volunteers Camp around the
American student’s hostel in the International
Zone (IZ). While the American project holders
were very much in favour and a well worked out
plan was presented the issue was not openly dis-
cussed in the International Zone forum but reject-
ed by a majority of IZ group members present at
one meeting. In this connection it was felt that the
agreement reached at the California 2002 meeting
to make the pavilion groups part of the IZ group
was not being properly implemented. Board mem-
bers unanimously supported the idea that the cre-
ation of an International Volunteers Camp would
be one step towards bringing life to the
International Zone and engaging young volunteers
in the development of it.

To put the above in a concise form we have
formulated the following manifesto: AVI wants to
live and promote the ideas of Auroville. AVI
wants to be the interface between Auroville and
the world. AVI wants to give practical help and
advice, responding with new developments in the
international world and the changing needs of
Auroville. AVI is aware of the special relationship
between Auroville and India and wants to co-
operate with the Governing Board and the
Working Committee in maintaining a harmonious
relationship. AVI wants to help maintain the inter-
national character of Auroville and work in close
co-operation with the International Advisory
Council. AVI wants to work in full partnership
with the International Zone group of Auroville.
AVI wants to bring Auroville in contact with all
countries of the world through actively engaging
the youth of each country and strengthening the
links with the UNESCO and other international
organizations in order to fulfil our aim of Human
Unity.

The next Auroville International meeting will
take place from January 11-15, 2005 in Auroville.

Pan African Youth
Leadership Summit

Sponsored by Auroville International USA and Jasmine, the Auroville
liaison in South-Africa, Aurovilian Prema participated in the Pan
African Youth Leadership Summit in Dakar, Senegal. A report.

of Africa and from other continents met in

the beautiful hotel Meridian President in
Dakar for a dense programme of group discus-
sions, presentations, encounters with African
political, intellectual and artistic leaders, enriched
by events of African culture, music and dance,
and even an impressive fashion show.

At the centre of the summit was the search for
means to solve the problems of HIV-AIDS,
poverty, illiteracy, corruption and bad manage-
ment of the environment, which are the recog-
nized obstructions to Africa’s emergence as a
united, powerful and flourishing continent. By the
end of the summit, the participants had decided to
establish a permanent foundation with a council
that will monitor progress and orientate future
activities. A Declaration of the young leaders pro-
claims their pledge to help solve the numerous
problems of Africa.

For me the Pan African Youth Leadership
Summit was a very positive and enriching experi-
ence in many ways. It brought people of different
cultural and ethnic backgrounds together and
opened new perspectives. It was powerful both on
a personal and on a collective level in terms of
unifying people and exchanging knowledge and
experiences. Many people with whom I shared
my experience of Auroville were very interested
by the concept and asked me for a brochure.

The programme was packed with activities
and we often found ourselves running behind
schedule. However, there was always a lot of
enthusiasm, and a strong sense of determination
from the young leaders to make this summit a
success. The high level of energy was positive
and focused, and I felt bubbling amongst all these
beautiful people a joie-de-vivre and openness
which was particularly remarkable and touching.

To my feeling there was not enough time
given to the young African leaders to speak their

For five days, 150 participants from all parts

mind and be
more involved
in planning the
programme
and coming up
with innovative
and  creative
ideas to con-
duct panel dis-
cussions and
the like. No
doubt we had
great organiz-
ers and wonder-
ful speakers but “The youth is not only the future
but the present as well.”

Overall great resolutions were passed,
expressing a vision of openness and togetherness
to overcome all the difficulties Africa faces today,
and a commitment to make these vision and goals
aliving reality as soon as possible. What’s impor-
tant now is that all this isn’t put in the closet and
forgotten, but that individuals keep the motiva-
tion to work together, to connect further and cre-
ate networks that can grow.

Africa is rich with spirituality and culture and
with abundant natural resources; it is very unfor-
tunate to see the extent to which the continent has
suffered and is still suffering. It is for me at the
very start a question of ethics and of respect for
each other and for Mother Earth, which is
absolutely indispensable. ..

Although the role of the international dele-
gates was not clear, and there was no space for
me to present Auroville as much as I would have
wished, I have spoken to a number of people who
are very interested and would like to visit some
day. [ feel very happy about this link between
Auroville and Africa and hope to stay in touch
with them.

Prema

Prema
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The Basque momentum

Rosana Agudo talks about the growing interest in the Basque country in Sri
Aurobindo’s and The Mother’s teachings and about the interaction with
Auroville which may lead to the Auroville Pavilion of Basque culture.

On November 10th, 2003, a travelling
exhibition on Auroville was opened in
Bilbao (Spain). On November 20th the
Spanish translation of Sri Aurobindo’s
book “The Ideal of Human Unity”
was presented by Dr. Ananda Reddy.
(brief news column, Auroville Today
#179, December 2003)

¢6C So what was behind it...?”

Rosana Agudo looks at me

with a penetrating gaze as
if to fathom what to tell me — her own
life-story, the discovery of the inner
guide which ultimately led her to
Auroville, or just the story of the exhi-
bition in Bilbao and its importance for
the Basques. She decides on a middle
course. .

“The story of the Auroville exhi-
bition in Bilbao has to be understood
against the background of the Basque
Country. Most people know that the
Basques inhabit a small region on the
Bay of Biscay at the western end of
the Pyrenees, the mountains that sepa-
rate France from the Iberian peninsula.
That region, called the Basque
Country, covers a small area of about
twenty thousand square kilometres.
Today it consists of seven districts
located in two different European
countries: Spain and France.

“The Basques have lived uninter-
ruptedly in this small region since the
beginnings of recorded history, though
only a short time as an independent
state (The Kingdom of Pamplona,
around 900 CE). They have their own
language called Euskara, which is
probably the oldest surviving lan-
guage in Burope, even though it is not
an Indo-European language and shows
no resemblance to languages in neigh-
bouring countries. The Basques also
have their own age-old cultural tradi-
tions and literature.

“In Spain, during the dictatorship
that followed the Spanish Civil War, a
deliberate attempt was made to elimi-
nate the Basque language and culture.
Basque became a forbidden language.
For decades, children had to study in
an unfamiliar language, and were
severely punished when they spoke in
Basque, even at playtime. It was only
relatively recently that the language
was again permitted, and since then
there has been a strong revival of the
Basque sense of national identity, lan-
guage and culture. At its most extreme
this sense has found expression in
armed revolutionary uprisings that
aim at creating a separate state for the
Basque districts in Spain. In France,
this drive has been less extreme. In
Spain, the revolutionary attacks have

left many people scarred and scared. I

‘think T am on safe grounds to say that
the vast majority of the Basques in
Spain are not really interested in a sep-
arate state, but very much favour the
growth of the Basque identity and cul-
ture.”

She pauses, and then proceeds to
tell something about

changed her profession and, more
importantly, started to practice medi-
tation and to explore all kinds of *spir-
itual activities’. “Someone advised me
to read a book of The Mother, but I
wasn’t really interested. After all, I
had my inner voice which told me
what to do. It did not tell me to read
The Mother’s books.” Five years later
she met a renowned Basque medical
doctor, Dr. Anton Artinano, called
Arti. He told her about his spiritual
guides, Sri Aurobindo and The
Mother, and showed Rosana Sri
Aurobindo’s photograph on the cover
of a book. “I realised in a very natural
way, nothing dramatic, that my inner
guide was Sri Aurobindo. T knew it
was my path, and for the first time, I
heard about Auroville.”

Together with Arti she started
manifesting their dreams. Arti owned
a large piece of land on a mountain-
side, and with a dozen friends from

Members of ‘Lur Gozoa' under the Banyan tree. From left to right:

cessful. Most Aurovilians were diffi-
cult to approach and had ‘closed to
visitors’ written all over them. It was
frustrating. You understand, I was all
alone, it was hot, I was walking every-
where, but I could not contact those
Aurovilians! But in spite of them, I felt
that something very deep was going
on.” Her second visit happened two
years later. This time there were more
contacts. But the real break-through
only came when Rosana chanced to
see the photos that were being pre-
pared for the Auroville exhibition at
UNESCO in Paris. “I realised here
was an exhibition I could show in the
Basque country! Anandi and Joscba,
two Spanish Aurovilians who them-
selves hail from the Basque country,
enthusiastically backed the idea, along
with other Aurovilians working at
Auroville’s Future.”

Meanwhile, the political situation
in the Basque country was getting

Elena, Jaione, Itxiar, Begona, Nerea, Anandi (from Auroville), Rosana,
g Amparo, Carmen, and Adela

their meditation group, Rosana and

Arti began an experiment with the
earth. “We flattened a piece of land on
the mountain and moved tons of rocks
in order to make a conscious contact
with the earth. It was very hard work.
We planted trees, flowers, and built a
sweat lodge in the style-of the Native
Americans. The day we wanted to fin-
ish it, the sky had turned dark and
incessant rains poured down. We did
not even talk to one another, we just
worked until, at three o’clock in the
morning, we finished it. Bedraggled
we thronged into the sweat lodge.
Then we realised how each person
individually had gone through a deep
experience — a conscious connection
between us humans and the elements
had been established, as if Nature and
us had consented to evolve together.
We later baptized that piece of earth
‘Lur Gozoa’, meaning ‘The Joy of
Earth’ Ultimately it became the name
of our group.”

But Arti had another dream. He
would like to create
‘Aurobilbo’. Bilbo is the

herself. Rosana Agudo,
it appears, discovered
the inner guide some
ten years ago after a
dramatic occurrence in |~
her life. “I was in busi- |-
ness, but suddenly life
became hard to live
and I got wvery
depressed.  Nothing
made sense any more. [
wondered if I needed

SRI AUROBINDO

. El Ideal de la Unidad Humana

Euskara word for
Bilbao, and the name
implied a place which
would be a bridge

the Basque country.
“We decided that I
would go to Auroville
and experience what it
really is. This was in
2000. But then, during

psychiatric help — and e &?ﬂm : the preparations for my
then I got an unexpect- : trip, Arti died in an acci-
ed inner experience The Spanish editionof  dent. It was a terrible
which - completely ~ Sri Aurobindo’s /deal  shock. Nevertheless, I
changed my outlook on  Of Human Unity carries made the trip to
life” The change was @ photo of the galaxy  Auroville. That first
profound. Rosana of Auroville visit wasn’t very suc-

between Auroville and |

worse. The meditation group Rosana
was leading decided to do something
in an attempt to deal with the problem.
“I had a copy of the unpublished
Spanish translation of Sri Aurobindo’s
book The Ideal of Human Unity. We
decided to work with this as a help to
understand the Basque problem. We
embarked on a number of unique shar-
ing sessions. The twelve of us — all
women, by the way, we lack a certain
male energy! — are all completely dif-
ferent in our outlook, and to talk about
what it means ‘being Basque’ is not
easy. The experience was such a
catharsis for each of us that we decid-
ed to pool our money so that we could
publish this book. For we all realised
that this book is very important for the
Basques to understand the importance
of unity.”

The ideas were coming together.
What if the presentation of the book
could coincide with the exhibition on
Auroville? And who better than Dr.
Ananda Reddy, with his international
experience of talking about the work
and vision of Sri Aurobindo and The
Mother, to present this book? Ananda
was approached and consented readi-
ly. But the work in Bilbao was more
difficult to pull off — though here, too,
it was the hour of the unexpected.

“For us it was very important that
the Basque government supported the
idea. I started contacting many institu-
tions as we wanted a good exhibition
site in the centre of Bilbao and a first
class auditorium for the presentation
of the book. The architects’ associa-
tion of the Basque country offered a
good location for an exhibition, right
in front of the Guggenheim museum,
but they asked me not to mention the
philosophy of Sri Aurobindo, which
initially put me off. But then I decided
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Rosana Agudo

to hang the pictures, and below them I
put the words of Sri Aurobindo — and
they were impressed. I went to all the
big companies and the Basque govern-
ment asking for support. And I gradu-
ally realised that it did not really mat-
ter if they would finally support us or
not. What mattered was that they lis-
tened, often for more than an hour,
when I presented Auroville and talked
about Sri Aurobindo, Human Unity
etc. Finally we received financial sup-
port from several sources: the Caja
Laboral, the Council of Architects of
Bilbao, and the Departments of
Culture, Energy (EVE) and
Enviroment (IHOBE) of the Basque
Government.

We got a very big place at the cen-
tre of Bilbao for the presentation of the
book and a place for a second exhibi-
tion in the Archives building of the
Bilbao government. Anandi, Joseba,
Luigi and Anupama flew to Bilbao to
help. We made a big book on
Auroville, translated into Spanish from
the Auroville website. The media
reported very favourably on the exhibi-
tion and on Ananda Reddy’s presenta-
tion. In all, it was a great success.”

However, some people had ques-
tions. One of those was a very impor-
tant person from the Basque govern-
ment who expressed his unhappiness
that all the explanations and texts were
in Spanish, not in Euskara. “I replied
that it had been my intention to-present
the texts in both languages, but as they
had only donated money for one lan-
guage, I had chosen Spanish because it
is the more widely spoken language.
He understood. Then he asked me
about building a Basque pavilion in
Auroville. I replied that I thought it was
a brilliant idea, but that fist we would
need to heal many things in the Basque
country. For we would need to build a
pavilion for unity, not for expressing
disunity.”

Like the Pavilion of Tibetan
Culture for Tibet, a Pavilion of Basque
Culture would help to focus awareness
on the national consciousness in the
Basque country. “But,” says Rosana,
“the people first have to learn about the
background, discover Sri Aurobindo’s
philosophy, and if possible start work-
ing on an inner experience. On that
basis a pavilion could be started.”
Asked whether she would be able to
describe the specific character of the
nation soul of the Basques she replies,
“The Basques are those who keep the
memory. That is perhaps the mission of
the Basques: to keep the memory. But
we will need time to further elaborate
on this.”

Lur Gozoa has now embarked on
publishing The Ideal of Human Unity
and the information on Auroville in
Euskara and plans to give presentations
across the Basque country and the
Spanish territory. This July, Rosana
visited Auroville with all the members
of Lur Gozoa. “Our general impression
was positive; all felt that there is some-
thing important here which we want to
support. We also want to establish a
living bridge between Auroville and
the Basque country. For we all realised
that what you are doing in Auroville is
the same as we aspire to do here. But
we don’t want to create an Auroville
International Centre in Bilbao. We
want to remain independent” And
with a mischievous smile she con-
cludes, “After all, we are Basques.”

In conversation with Carel

In brief

August 15

India's 57th Independence Day
was celebrated on the 15th
August 2004 at Bharat Nivas .
Mahalingam hoisted the National
Flag of India and children of
Auroville Schools sang patriotic
songs.

To celebrate Sri Aurobindo's birth-
day, the traditional bonfire and
meditation took place in the early
morning at the amphitheatre near
the Matrimandir.

On the eve of Sri Aurobindo's
birthday, Aurovilians met at the
Sri Aurobindo World Centre of
Human Unity to invoke his pres-
ence and dedicate themselves to
his vision.

Keet roofs -1

In the aftermath of 93 children
being burnt to death when their
keet-roofed school building in
Kumbakonam caught fire, the
Government of Tamil Nadu has
instructed all schools to dismantle
keet-roof structures. Isaiambalam
school, which had five such struc-
tures is now faced with a crisis and
appeals for help to build new
roofs. Contact isaiambalam-
school@auroville.org.in

Keet-roofs - i

Following the fire at
Kumbakonam, the Inspector of
Factories has issued a directive
that no thatched sheds or struc-
tures made of combustible materi-
als should be in any factory
premises even for temporary pur-
poses. Auroville commercial units
have been instructed to dismantle
any such structure, where the
space is being used publicly by
unit workers.

Population update
As per August 1, 2004, Auroville's
population  (Aurovilians  and
Newcomers) was 1791 people
(956 males and 835 females),
comprising 1377 adults (729
males and 648 females) and 414
minors (227 males and 187
females). This figure excludes long
term and other guests. Regular
updates can be found at website
ww.auroville.org/society/av_pop-
ulation.htm

increase of Central
Fund contribution

In recent' economic seminars it
had been proposed to increase the
'in kind' services as well as the ‘in
kind'" portion of Aurovilian
Maintenances without in depth
discussion on how to raise the
funds. In the absence of an
Economy Group, the FAMC has
decided to raise the monthly con-
tribution of Aurovilians to the
Central Fund from Rs 1200 to Rs
1500 as an increase has not
occurred in the last three years,
prior to which the contribution
would increase by Rs. 100 per
year. An increase is also needed to
cover other Central Fund expendi-
tures, inflation over the past three
years and because some Central
Fund contributions have
decreased.

Auroville Boutiques
The FAMC has constituted a sub-
group to define the principles on
which commercial activities at the
Visitors Centre and at the
Auroville Boutique in Pondicherry
are established and run. The
group is also to look into the
usage of the names of
Matrimandir and Auroville as well
as Mother's signature for com-
mercial purposes, sale of products
from village units through
Auroville's Village Action, "and
possible development of periodic
open-air markets.
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Lights on Savitri

David Johnston examines Savitri from a Jungian perspective

y intention here is to briefly reflect upon Sri
MAurobinclo’s magnum opus, Savitri, which he himself

declared was both a legend and a symbol. By legend is
meant a story that, in this case, finds its origins in the Vedas,
India’s source scriptures, and which later was given form as a
human tale in the Mahabharata. As symbol, Sri Aurobindo’s ren-
dition penetrates to the truth behind and represented by the story.
Savitri is, in fact, an epic poem and an archetypal expression of
what is involved in humankind’s potential self-fulfillment. It con-
sists of underlying behavior patterns for a spiritually individuated
life. The Mother, Sri Aurobindo’s spiritual collaborator, goes so
far as to contend that “It is the prophetic history of the earth,
embodying in itself the fulfillment of man’s life on earth”. The
following lines from the poem are indicative of the scope and
beauty of Sri Aurobindo’s vision:

O Sun-Word, Thou shalt raise the earth-soul to Light
And bring down God into the lives of men;

Earth shall be my work-chamber and my house

My garden of life to plant a seed divine.

The mind of earth shall be a home of light,

The life of earth a iree growing towards heaven,

The body of earth a tabernacle of God.
(Book XI, Canto one, p.699)

In a letter to a young man, the eminent
psychologist C.G. Jung expressed similar
sentiments. In it, he wrote: “One must be
able to suffer God. That is the supreme
task for the seeker of ideas. He must be
the advocate of the earth. God will take
care of himself. My principle is: Deus et
homine. God needs man in order to
become conscious just as he needs limita-
tion in time and space. Let us therefore be
for him limitation in time and space, an earth-
ly tabernacle”. It is as if Sri Aurobindo depicted
a divine fiat and Jung, the necessary human
response for its fulfillment.

According to Jung, the appropriate myth today
for contemporary individuals is the myth of consciousness. This
ultimately involves becoming conscious of all psychological
opposites, including the masculine and feminine principles, good
and evil and their reconciling synthesis. He described the process
in Mysterium Coniunctionis, a study representing the fulfillment
of his life and work. It is noteworthy that the opposites referred to
are not those of the personal complex-ridden psyche, nor only
between the ego and non-ego, that is to say the Self, but the oppo-
sites in the godhead itself. Sri Aurobindo’s poem Savitri is a poet-
ic rendition of this very realization.

Savitri as Legend and Symbol

Briefly, the legend of Savitri involves a childless king,
Aswapathy, propitiating the Mother of the universe for a son. She
grants him his boon and the additional boon of a daughter, who is
a portion of Herself. As the tale unfolds, his daughter, Savitri,
after a long search, finds her mate in Satyavan, the son of a dis-
possessed king, Dyumatsena. After one year together, Satyavan
dies, as prophesied. Savitri then accompanies the Lord of Death to
His realm and persuades him to allow her to return to life with her
beloved.

According to Sri Aurobindo the poem as a symbol revolves
around the following archetypal phenomena. King Aswapathy
represents human aspiration for the realization of a divine life.
Savitri is the embodiment of a portion of the universal Mother,
whose purpose for incarnation is to enable humankind to fulfill its
prayers. She represents the Divine Word, who is born to save.
Satyavan represents the soul of which the essence is “the divine
truth of being”. Dyumatsena symbolizes the Divine Mind, which
has here fallen blind, losing not only its vision but its natural right
to its heavenly kingdom.

Sri Aurobindo based his symbolic rendition of Savitri on his
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Carl Jung

own experience, vision and understanding. The nature of the sym-
bol for him is essentially the same as Jung’s understanding. The
latter noted that it is a “sensuously perceptible expression of an
inner experience,” based on the transcendent function involving
the reconciliation of opposites. He described it an a “libido ana-
logue™ that effectively canalizes instinctual energy into new form .
Likewise, Campbell defined the symbol as “an energy evoking
and directing agent”. He approvingly quoted Thomas Merton,
who observed that the ‘true symbol” awakens. ...consciousness to
anew awareness of the inner meaning of life and of reality by way
of affective relationship to one’s “deepest self”. The true symbol,
in other words, is a vehicle for the spiritual transformation of con-
sciousness.

The Cry for Myth in the Contemporary World

The existentialist psychologist, Rollo May wrote a book enti-
tled The Cry for Myth where he expressed his conviction in the
urgent need for myth in our day. Living myth, according to both
him and Campbell, contribute to a sense of individual and com-
munal identity, as well as provide the foundation for a moral

order. In addition, they each contended, myth can awaken
consciousness to the mystery of being or the
mysterium tremendum et fascinens of
the existential nature of the uni-
verse.

Sri Aurobindo’s poem
Savitri fulfills all these
requirements for the new
age that is in the process
of being born. The poem
is, in fact, a dialogue
between a highly indi-
viduated individual and
the archetypal- powers of
the unconscious, fulfilling
Jung’s appeal for the need, today, 4

for an active dialogue between the
conscious and the unconscious. The result is
a symbolic myth tht speaks directly to what Sri
Aurobindo referred to as the “Cosmic Self]”
that is the individual’s innermost being and the “gen-
eral mind of man”.

Campbell likened mythologies and religions to great poems.
The poet, according to Robert Graves, was originally a priest and
seer, at least in the Celtic tradition. This is also true of other tradi-
tions including the Hindu tradition, dating back to the time of the
mantras of the Vedic cycle, some three to seven thousand years
ago and perhaps beyond. Sri Aurobindo is a contemporary poet-
seer and Savitri a high order mantric poem. The mantra consists of
words of power that find their source deep within, while being
“framed in the heart”. According to Sri Aurobindo, its purpose is
to “create vibrations in the inner consciousness” that encourage
the realization of what the mantra symbolizes. Savitri, in other
words, is not only a visionary poem, but its mantric quality ren-
ders it a vehicle for the transformation of consciousness and for a
life organized around the Self.

Perhaps it is not correct to say that there is no coalescing myth
or worldview that provides a focus for life today. But if there is, it
is a narrow one organized around materialistic science, technolo-
gy, consumerism and the profit motive, somewhat modified by
humanistic concerns. Moreover, as the industrial age gives way to
the information age and the modern mind gives way to post-mod-
ernism, a centerless, open-ended relativistic world without refer-
ence to any authority is growing, where even this focus is being
increasingly subjected to narcissistic individualism and the will to
power. This comes along with the quantification of life, social iso-
lation, mass-mindedness and alienation from the instincts and the
power of symbols. It also encourages compartmentalization in
both individual life and the life of the culture, where the left hand
doesn’t know or even care what the right hand is doing. Jung’s
observation that everywhere one hears the cry for a
Weltanschauung, that is a meaningful worldview or philosophy of

Sri Aurobindo

life, is more relevant today than ever.

When a people’s myth breaks down, life becomes fragmented
and disoriented. This has always been the case, whether it be in
the second and third century classical Greece, Egypt of three thou-
sand BC or the Hebrew world of Isaiah. During the breakdown of
classical Greece, Lucretius wrote that he could see “aching hearts
in every home...forced to vent themselves in recalcitrant repin-
ing”. In Proverbs 29:18, we are warned that when there is no
vision, people destroy themselves. It is not difficult for sensitive
individuals to relate to both these observations today.
Increasingly, people find life meaningless and without purpose,
while defending themselves in all manner of ways, whether it be
through mindless consumerism, obsessive involvement with new
technology, or through excessive use of alcohol and drugs,
whether legal or illicit. Add to this a popular culture of movies,
music, television programmes, video games, and possibilities on
the internet that generally appeal to the lowest common denomi-
nator, while often celebrating destructive tendencies and shadow
qualities, and the situation looks anything but hopeful.

People have often had a coalescing worldview that gives

meaning to existence and focus to all activities of life and
social patterns. At least, this is the case in normal times
when society is functioning creatively and produc-
tively in tune with its ideals. The most recent peri-
od in Western consciousness of an integrated
worldview dates back to the middle ages, when
all life and art was organized around a
Christian conception of life based on a geocen-
tric universe. There was, however, consider-
able repression which exploded with the
Renaissance, the period when there was a cre-
ative shift in consciousness towards more
direct concern and involvement with life in this
world, along with the exaltation of the human
ego. This coincided with a heliocentric concep-
tion of the universe and the beginnings of the
development of the scientific mind and positivism or
objective reason.

But today, not only has our thinking turned more
subjective but science has given us a new view of the
reality of the physical universe. Now the sun itself is per-
ceived as but a star amongst billions of stars, and our universe a
part of a galaxy of stars and planets, amongst millions of galaxies.
Meanwhile, leading physicists have come to regard physical real-
ity to be of a unitary nature. In psychology, C.G. Jung has given
evidence for the unitary nature of all reality, both physical and
spiritual, in his conception of a unus mundus.

The chaos of the present post-modern condition is giving birth
to a deep-seated yearning for direction and purpose, integrated
around a spiritual center and wholeness. There is a cry for a guid-
ing myth and an integral weltanschauung that is in harmony with
the most contemporary view of reality, and that does not repress
life but fulfills it in all its multifacetedness. There is, in addition,
growing awareness, especially among women, of a need for a re-
evaluation of the feminine, which in some quarters is acknowl-
edged as a need for a return of the Goddess. As a mythic poem of
the Goddess as heroine, who assimilates death in order to release
the soul and truth of being into life, Sri Aurobindo’s Savitri is a
response to all these aspirations. It is a myth for our time.

Conclusion

Sri Aurobindo’s epic poem Savitri is a symbolic myth that
responds to a deeply felt need in the contemporary mind. Not only
does it represent a world-view that is in harmony with the most
recent understanding of scientific reality but, as a symbol, it pene-
trates to the essential truth of that reality. It concomitantly
describes what is involved in the fulfillment of a spiritually indi-
viduated life. This is the goal of Jung’s myth of consciousness for
our time. Not only is Savitri a vision for individual and collective
self-fulfillment but, as a mantra, it has a directly transformative
effect on the inner consciousness. Such a magnificent poem calls
for intelligent reflection. David Johnston

The Glastonbury experience

Seven young Aurovilians worked at a world-famous festival

the world’s biggest festivals?...think

again...again: Try: mud; shit-pits; British
weather; cold open showers; brilliant music;
naked hippies; peace flags. And the best frickin’
time of your life!!!

So, in a big big field in small small tents
with lots of rain and much more mud, singing
"Buffalo Soldier" (or what we knew of it any-
way) very very loud, a group of Aurovilians
attempt to survive in the wild wild English
wilderness that is the Glastonbury Festival.

Glastonbury is situated in the south-west of
England, in the exact locality of Avalon, made
famous as the home of Morgane in the Arthurian
legends. Since the 1960s, it has also been home

S o what would you expect going to one of
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to one of the world’s most renowned festivals of
the performing arts. Hosted by Michael Eavis, a
local Pilton farmer and, more recently, his
daughter Emily, the festival covers 900 acres of
farmland (don’t worry, the cows were looked
after) and has 16 major event areas and innumer-
able smaller ones. Every year over 1000 individ-
ual performances are organized, not to mention
the Kidz Field play area, the Greenpeace Field,
the Stone Circle, Mini Glastonbury (where you

can get married for the day), the cinema, and  and Lynn
many many whackos. (We caught sight of Chamberlain, and
priests screaming ‘kiss the priest!’, crucifix-  Kerri Hendry.

wielding Jesus lovers, giant praying mantis
mobiles, vodka nurses and mud monsters.)
A 3-day ticket (camping included) costs

£112 for ye aver-
age punter; not
that we paid! We
were lucky enough
to be accepted to
work in the green
Tent under the
Children’s World
charity, mn by
Arabella King, Di

continued on page 5

Left to right: Sven, Suryamayi, Adrian, Mukta,
Sam, Aditi and Amba
















