Aurovilie

MAY 2004, No.184

the cradle of bliss

Since October 2003, work on Matrimandir and its gardens has progressed

beyond expectation

¢C e are in the process of
\’\/ clearing the area for
the ring-road around

the Matrimandir oval. More than
four/fifths of it has been done. The
remaining part goes straight through
the former Matrimandir workshops,
which are now being pulled down.”
Alain Grandcolas, my tour guide for
the morning, points at a group of
people who are busy dismantling
buildings and clearing rubble. These
workshops, which have stood for
almost 30 years, are no more. Also
the trees that provided shade to the
many people who worked there will
be cleared. “But perhaps we can save
that one,” says Alain, pointing at a
magnificent Banyan. Out of its mas-
sive trunk, four Palmyra trees have
risen, creating the symbiotic entan-
glement which is typical of these
species. It is a beautiful specimen
and will be even more so if it stands
free from the workshops. “It may

find a place in the garden of
Existence,” explains Alain. “As the
ground level of the former workshop
area is higher than in the rest of the
gardens, some digging will have to
be done. And then the route for the
oval ring road around the inner gar-
dens will at long last be cleared.”
Sounds of incessant hammering
greet us when we walk along the
future road. Two teams of stone
workers are dressing large granite
slabs, making them smooth and
level, in such a way that “there is
some life left in the stones.” These
granite slabs, more than 7,000 of
them, have been stacked behind the
workshop for more than 10 years.
“In total,” says Alain, “we’ll need
about 40,000 slabs of granite and
7,000 slabs of Agra stones in various
sizes for the inner gardens alone.
These two teams dress about 30
stones a day, which are then being
cut to the required sizes in the cut-

Matrimandir Is at the centre, the Banyan Is between the gardens of Life

Elght pathways lead to the pond underneath Matrimandir (F)
Four maln pathways give entrance to the Matrimandir (P)
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ting workshop. And from there they
are transported to their final destina-
tion: the pathways of the inner gar-
dens of the Matrimandir.”

Together with Somu, Alain is in
charge of the pathway department.
Their first task is to have all the path-
ways  originating from  the
Matrimandir and leading through and
around its inner gardens ready within
two years. “So we deal with the four
entrances to the Matrimandir, the
eight pathways that lead down to the
pond underneath the Matrimandir,
the area around that pond and also
with the two circular pathways
around the Matrimandir: the one in
between the large and the small
petals and the one outside the small
petals,” he clarifies. “The work
involves building the utility channels
along the pathways, and laying gran-
ite and red Agra stone slabs on the
3.3 kilometers long pathways in the
patterns indicated by the architect.”
The work is sched-
uled to take not more
than 2 years, and
k expected to be ready

by February 2006.
“We are on sched-
ule,” says Alain
cheerfully.

The achievement

of this objective

The Matrimandir gardens
Existence
Consclousness

Bliss

Light

Life

Power

Wealth

Usefulness
Progress

10. Youth

11. Harmony

12. Perfection

13. Unity garden

14. Amphitheatre - Urn
15. Rosegarden

CONONRUNA

Path-making work in progress. Left: The pathway between the la

rge

and small petals, with the open-air office of Alain Grandcolas parked
on the lawn of the large petal. Above: The pathway leading to the pond
underneath Matrimandir

would not exactly leave the pathway
department jobless. “The present
work covers only half of the oval
area,” he explains. “After this, we’ll
have to do all the pathways in the
area around the Amphitheatre and
the Banyan, the rose garden and the
unity garden. For this area, the
designs are still awaited.”

Creating the pathways around
the inner gardens defines at the same
time the area of the gardens them-
selves. “Each inner garden,”
explains Alain, “consists of two
parts, separated from each other by
the circular pathway. Each garden
starts at the crest of the small petal,
and from there undulates down, con-
tinues over the pathway, and waves
up again into the next petal. The
wave pattern, which results from the
Matrimandir as it emerges from the
earth, continues in the inner gardens.
The largest garden (Light) is about
four times the size of the two small-
est gardens (Power and Life).”

The present work is to prepare
the cradle of the garden of Bliss, the
garden opposite the Town Hall, by
finishing all the pathways and the
water channels around it.

“Bliss will be the first experi-
mental garden,” explains Alain.
“The pathway department has set
itself the target of November 24th,
2004. We hope that then we can
show a first idea of the garden, with
all the flowering plants that Mother
has named ‘Ananda’. Primarily,
these are two varieties of hibiscus
(Hibiscus rosa-sinensis), the one
with cream petals and a pure white
centre and the other with cream
petals and a red centre (called by
Mother ‘Ananda’ and ‘Ananda in
the physical’ respectively); two
varieties of Canna Xgeneralis

(cream white flower with pink
specks named by Mother ‘Ananda in
the centres’” and a cream white
flower with a red centre called
‘Ananda in the physical body.”)
Then there is a Zinna variety, a
cream flower with a red centre
(Zinnia elegans — named by Mother
‘Ananda of endurance’); Plumbago
auriculata, the cluster of small soft
pale lavender blue flowers Mother
called ‘Krishna’s Ananda’, and the
fruits of Vitis vinifera — common
grapes — named by Mother ‘Divine
Ananda’. The gardeners may add
other plants as well, but these plants
will be the heart of the garden of
bliss.

Has the design for each garden
been finalized? “Not at all!” says
Alain. “Roger Anger, the architect,
has invited anybody interested to
present their design, preferably with
a model. Right now three
Aurovilians have given a design, and
then there is the design of Roger
himself and of the Italian architect
Paulo. We have asked Paulo to allow
us to make a mode] of his design, so
that in August there can be a presen-
tation of five or six models. Ideally,
we would like to have one concept
for the Bliss garden approved in
August so that we can start. As long
as the concept has not been final-
ized, we may simply plant grass
everywhere, which will be replaced
when a garden is built, so that in the
meantime the area doesn’t look
dead.”

We  descend below the
Matrimandir. The seating arrange-
ments inside each of the four pillars
that support the Matrimandir, now
high above us, will offer a view on
the future marble pond underneath,
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FARMING

Practising natural farming in Solitude

“It is extremely important to us to live with the food we are growing,"says Krishna

rishna, who arrived in Auroville
B from England at the age of nine-
teen, started the Solitude farm on
a barren piece of land in 1996, with a
few other young-Aurovilians who have
since moved out. In September 2002, he
met Masanobu Fukuoka in Delhi, and
then attended a five day workshop on
Natural Farming, which he was conduct-
ing in Dehradun. “Sitting with
Masanobu Fukuoka and listening to him
talk was wonderful,” recollects Krishna,
who was deeply inspired, not only by his
methods of natural farming, but also by
his life philosophy.

After he returned from that meet-
ing, Krishna started practicing natural

-farming on some of his fields. Solitude
Farm, which covers a six acre piéce of
land, has fruit trees, vegetable gardens,
and peanut, rice and millet fields. “I
would like to develop non-tillage tech-
niques, especially for growing our local
millets: ragi, kambu. tennai, varagu
and samai,” explains Krishna. “My
aim is to practice natural farming
following Masanobu Fukuoka’s
four principles, which I would like
to add are universal principles
which are not only applicable to
Japan: they’re applicable every-
where. Of course we have different
conditions here, a different climate,
different crops etc. and we have to
adapt to that.”

This year, Krishna invited
Masanobu Fukuoka (who had already
visited Auroville in the early 1990s) to
come and offer a workshop in Auroville,
but as his health did not permit this, two
of his students, Yukohoma and Naoko
Kaowaki, came to conduct the workshop
instead. Both of them have travelled
widely and have been invited to various
countries, including Greece, Pakistan
and Afghanistan to participate in large-
scale reafforestation projects.

The workshop, which began at the
end of February and lasted three weeks,
was attended by a few Aurovilians, new
comers and guests, some local Tamil
farmers from Aurobrindavan and others
who came from Krishnagiri, Bangalore
and Mumbai. The method taught was the
clay-ball sowing technique, which, as
Krishna explains, was developed by
Fukuoka to implement the first principle

MATRIMANDIR

of natural farming, non-tillage of the
land. Seeds are coated with clay, rolled
into balls and then scattered on the land.
In this way, nature can select what she
wants to grow and when the time is ripe,
when the conditions are right, the seeds
will germinate. Though the preparation
required varies, this method can be used
for fruit trees, vegetable plants, flowers,
green manure and grains.

“I can say I have had a lot of success,
but my success lies in my failures, which
have taught me a lot,” explains Krishna,
when asked about his experiences in try-
ing to practice natural farming in

Masanobu Fu

Solitude. Over the years, he has had to
face many challenges, one of the greatest
being weed control. As Krishna had
been plowing his fields previously, and
as that practice brings up a lot of seeds
which lie dormant in the sub-soil, there
were a lot of weeds in his fields. “Weeds
have their place in nature,” he explains,
“and are essential, but if they become
dominant in a field, then the crops can
not grow;, so they have to be controlled.
It’s very important to observe our weeds
and cut them when they are about to
flower, so they don’t have a chance to
seed. Then we leave them on the fields
as mulch.”

However, there have been rewards
as well. Krishna is very enthusiastic
about the one hundred and fifty kilo-
grams of pumpkin grown with natural
farming methods which were harvested

kuoka (inset), and Solitude Farm

this year: “We were quite happy to eat
pumpkin every day, why should it be a
problem? We prepared it in different
ways; we boiled it, steamed it, prepared
it with peanuts from our harvest, we
made cakes, we grated it raw in salads...
Because that’s extremely important to
us, to live with the food that we are
growing. And it was amazing that every-
one always looked forward to eating it,
because the taste was absolutely amaz-
ing. It was grown in the wild, without
watering. When you cultivate, weed and
water, the vegetables lose their taste.
You’ve brought them away from nature.

When they’re in the wild and are grow-
ing with weeds in a harsh environment,
they get that taste of nature. Man has for-
gotten what that taste of nature is. We’ve
lost that sense of what is natural food.”
Krishna goes on to explain that the
processed or imported foods which we
consume have not only lost this taste of
nature, but in order to produce them and
make them available to us, enormous
amounts of energy have been used. “We
forget the global ecological costs of
those foods we consume, and forget the
fact that in consuming them we are all
involved in the pollution of the land and
the atmosphere which their production
causes. It is very important to consume
what is grown and available locally.
“Farmers the world over have been
completely alienated from nature,” he
continues, “especially after the Green

Revolution and the spread of capitalism.
Many farmers’ only aim today is mass
production to generate money. In
Auroville, I really feel we have a great
chance of stepping out of that tendency.”

As Masanobu Fukuoka explains in
The One Straw Revolution: “Humanity
must stop indulging in the desire for
material possessions and personal gain
and move instead towards spiritual
awareness. Agriculture must change
from large mechanical operations to
small farms attached only to life
itself...If this is done, work becomes
pleasant and spiritual breathing space
becomes plentiful.”

“Solitude is a place dedicated to try
and realize the aims of natural farming,”
explains Krishna, “And it’s also a place
that is really, truly open to everybody.
Apart from me, there are many other
people from India and the rest of the
world, who come to live here for shorter
or longer periods of time. Amongst them
are long-time friends of mine, social
workers from Germany, students of agri-
culture...a lot of young people with
great energy and aspirations, who have
come here searching for something. And
many of them end up reading Masanobu
Fukuoka’s The One Straw Revolution,
and get inspired by it. They discover nat-
ural farming working on the land. So all
these people are putting their energy into
the Solitude Farm, and it’s all this energy
which is going to make it happen.”

One of Krishna’s other passions is
working with the children of the sur-
rounding villages. He gives classes at the
Irumbai and Kottakarai evening schools,
and regularly invites the children to
Solitude, where they can become famil-
iar with Natural Farming practices and
methods as well as take part in creative
and artistic activities. “I really enjoy
working with these children,” says
Krishna “and I feel in them there’s a
great hope for the villages and Auroville.
I would like to involve them more in the
farm, and extend the educational activi-
ties we are offering them at present.”

There is no better way to conclude
than to quote Masanobu Fukuoka once
again: “The ultimate goal of farming is
not the growing of crops, but the cultiva-
tion and perfection of human beings.”

Emmanuelle

Preparing the cradle of bliss

continued from page 1

“In the original plans this was to
be a lotus pond,” says Alain, “but
this idea has been dropped as there
won’t be sufficient light for lotuses
to bloom. Instead, it will be an orna-
mental marble pond. There will be a
continuous water flow on both sides
of the circular pathway between the
large and small petals and alongside

the large petals, cascading down into
the ornamental pond. When we
experimented with it, we noticed the
reflection of the golden discs in the
water. It was fantastic.”

The tour finally comes to a halt at
Alain’s improvised outdoor office —
four scaffold poles carrying a reject-
ed disc, below which three low stools
serve for comfort.

The trellis of scaffolding underneath the Matrimandir.

“You know,
something funny
happened,” says
Alain  reflectively.

“In March 2002,
when 1 was wonder-
ing how I could con-
tribute to the con-
struction of
Matrimandir, I unex-
pectedly received -a
strong intuition, what
they call in India an
adesh, to go work in the Matrimandir
gardens. I wondered about it, as I am
no gardener. But I decided to listen
to it since I have nothing to lose, and
I did not want to take the risk of
rejecting a true intimation! Some
weeks later, 1 was reading the
Matrimandir diary of Ruud Lohman
[an Aurovilian who passed away in
1986, eds.]. He described something
which had skipped my memory. In
November 1972 Mother had given
instructions that the work of the gar-
dens should start. Shyam Sunder
[appointed Auroville liaison by The
Mother eds.] called Ruud and me and
told us to start the gardens at the date
and time given by Mother: 24th
November, at 6.30 am. There was a

Alain Grandcolas

small celebration, and 20 workers
arrived next day to start levelling
work. But on that day we learned that
a bulldozer would arrive from
Calcutta, so we decided to wait. That
afternoon we went to Shyam Sunder,
who said ‘OK, start the amphithe-
atre’ and that’s what we did. We
never started the gardens.

“In April 2002, in a general
meeting, I announced I would stop
my work for the Information Centre
and start with the gardens designed
by Roger on November 2410 _ which
I did. After a delay of 30 years I have
finally started the work Mother had
given to us.”

In conversation with Carel

The four
principles of
natural
farming

asanobu Sensei
M Fukuoka has been
hailed as the most

outstanding farmer and agricul-
tural thinker of our time.
Having opted out of his career
as an agricultural scientist, he
returned to his village on the
Shikoku island in southern
Japan, where he developed a
method of natural farming,
arising out of his insight that
man’s efforts are futile and that
by disturbing nature as little as
possible, one can generate crop
yields as good as when practic-
ing conventional agriculture,
where one is heavily dependent
on chemical fertilizers and pes-
ticides.

Having developed methods
for the greening of devastated
desert areas, he applied them in
Greece, Thailand, the
Philippines, India and Africa,
and received the Magsasay
award in 1988 for his world-
wide contribution to the well-
being of mankind.

Author of The One Straw
Revolution and The Natural
Way of Farming, books which
have inspired thousands of
readers across the world,
Masanobu Fukuoka invites us
to help reverse the degenera-
tive momentum of modern
agriculture by a return to
nature.

The essence of his method
of natural farming is to repro-
duce natural conditions as
closely as possible, by allow-
ing a balanced eco-system to
develop, where insect and plant
communities maintain a stable
relationship.

Natural Farming has four
principles. The first and most
fundamental is: no plowing or
turning of the soil or non-
tillage of the land, as that dis-
rupts its living eco-system, and
the earth cultivates itself natu-
rally by means of the penetra-
tion of plant roots. and the
activity of micro-organisms,
earthworms, etc.

The second is: no use of
prepared compost as the soil, if
left to itself, maintains its fer-
tility naturally, and it is only
because of man’s destructive
farming practices that the soil
becomes depleted and drained
of essential nutrients.

The third principle is: no
weeding by tillage or herbi-
cides as weeds play their part
in building soil fertility and in
balancing the eco-system. Of
course, weeds should not be
dominant and can be con-
trolled, but not annihilated.

The fourth and last princi-
ple is: no dependence on chem-
icals. Disease and insect imbal-
ance became a great problem
as a result of unnatural farming
practices. Therefore, to grow
crops in a healthy environment
is the best approach to disease
and insect control as nature,
left alone, is in perfect balance.

In Masanobu Fukuoka’s
own words: “These four princi-
ples of natural farming...com-
ply with the natural order and
lead to the replenishment of
Nature’s richness.”

(The One Straw Revolution, by
Masanobu Fukuoka, 1978 —
English edition: Published by
The Other India Press in 1992)
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ENVIRONMENT

A profile of Jos

n recent weeks, regular visitors
Ito AVNet cannot fail to have

noticed a deluge of postings — on
topics ranging from global warming
and GM foods to obesity and the city
— from Jos at AuroRe. Auroville
Today went along to find out more
about this rare bird in Auroville: a
compulsive communicator.

“I wanted to be a pilot, but my
eyes were hopeless. So I took up
aeronautical engineering.” Not the
obvious background for an environ-
mentalist, perhaps, but after Jos
completed his engineering degree in
The Netherlands, he left for
Australia where he soon found it
impossible to get a job in aviation. “I
was getting pretty desperate. Then

~ An environmental gadfly

After five years in Africa, he moved
to Oxford where he did a one year
postgraduate degree in Renewable
Energy. During the course he visited
Kenya. “There I became interested in
small-scale solar applications in
remote areas, for I saw how one
small solar panel providing power
for an electric light could transform
the lives of poor people. That really
inspired me.”

When he graduated, he took a
job in India with IT Power, a consul-
tancy company in renewable energy.
After completing projects in Bihar
and Arunachal Pradesh he was post-
ed to their head office in India,
which happened to be in
Pondicherry. During his time there

Jos against a backdrop of solar panels

one day I saw a tiny advertisement in
a newspaper: Greenpeace wanted
canvassers. | had no idea what a can-
vasser was, but I signed up and spent
the next year knocking on doors, giv-
ing people information about envi-
ronmental issues and Greenpeace.
When [ started I knew nothing about
such things ~my whole life until then
had been aviation — but Greenpeace
opened my eyes to a completely dif-
ferent side of the world.”

Three years later Jos returned to
The Netherlands. However, his
home country no longer attracted
him, so he took a job with Médecins
Sans Frontiéres providing logistical
support for their medical staff in
remote parts of Africa. Later he was
to do the same work for Oxfam.
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he met Hemant who had set up
AuroRe, one of Auroville’s renew-
able energy units. When Jos resigned
from IT Power, Hemant offered him
a job. “AuroRe were feeling a bit
overwhelmed. They had just won a
contract to install a large number of

solar pumps in the Punjab and they

had a staff of precisely two!” Jos and
another new AuroRe recruit, Rishi,
had to establish an office in South
Punjab from scratch, survey the
potential solar pump sites, train tech-
nicians and then install the pumps. “I
remember asking one of the first
Punjab farmers we met to show us
his borewell. He took us to a corner
of a field and pointed to a rusty pipe
sticking out of the ground. We, the
so-called solar experts, stared at it

for a long time, try-
ing to work out what
it was and how it
worked. Clearly, we
were on a very steep
learning curve.”
Working seven days a week, 12-14
hours a day, they and a team of tech-
nicians managed to install 175 solar
pumps in a record three months. “We
cut it fine. We installed the last on
the day on which the project had to
be completed.”

These days Jos spends most of
his time in Auroville. Does he miss
working in remote regions of the
world? “Sometimes. At the same
time, there’s so much work to be
done in Auroville.” AuroRe’s work
in the community includes obtaining
subsidies for and installing solar
pump sets, servicing existing solar
pumping systems, designing and
installing solar home systems, as
well as solar water heaters. They
have also begun advising commer-
cial units and services on how they
can save money by switching to
high-efficiency lighting systems.

Saving money? One of the most
frequent points made by skeptics is
that renewable energy is for the rich,
not affordable by the masses. True?
“Partly true. The main obstacle to
more widespread use of solar is
short-term thinking. The up-front
investment for solar is high, but the
overall life-cycle cost over 20 years
is much less than conventional elec-
tricity. To make solar accessible to
the masses, the Indian government

. has very generous subsidies for vari-

ous solar applications, in particular
for solar pumping systems. AuroRe
has installed over 200 such solar
pumping in Auroville alone.” And
Jos adds, “Electricity prices will
continue to go up in future due to the
depleting fossil fuel reserves and
concerns over global warming. It’s
only a matter of time before people
will be scrambling for solar panels”.

So how is Auroville doing from
a sustainability perspective? Do his
frequent postings and his growing
status as a kind of environmental
gadfly suggest that he is pessimistic

.about the level of Auroville’s eco-

logical awareness? Jos chooses his
words carefully. “There may be
many good projects which I don’t

“Trying to live more sustainably ...

know about but, yes, I think we still
have a long way to go. Take water. A
recent posting on AVNet claimed
that in Auromodéle the average use
is 1,000 litres per person per day —
more than they consume in Florida.
If that is true, that is pretty outra-
geous! We should be reducing our
water-consumption drastically and
be an example to the outside world.
How can we otherwise claim with a
straight face to be “the city the earth
needs”? As a friend of mine put it, if
you want a green garden in
Auroville, use Astroturf (artificial
grass eds.).

“While I'm getting known as Mr.
Gloom and Doom for my postings,
that doesn’t mean I'm pessimistic or
that I’'m about to run away from the
problems. I see them as a challenge.
For example, 1 believe that global
warming is the most serious threat to
the planet today. Emissions from
internal combustion engines are a
major cause of this, so I always cycle
rather than use a motorbike. It’s like
cleaning up my backyard and show-
ing by example, which is the only
way I think we can start making a
difference.”

Jos’s work at AuroRe is very
much focused upon technical solu-
tions to environmental problems.
What about the need for a change in
consciousness? How does he relate
to Auroville’s spiritual dimension?
“I came to Auroville through, let’s
say, the ecological door. However, I
think the spiritual and ecological
dimensions of Auroville are intrinsi-
cally linked, as we can see from the
first settlers here who spent most of
their time transforming the land from
a severely eroded wasteland into the
lush green environment we live in
now. Earth, so far as we know, is
life’s only residence. We are Earth’s
stewards and should take care of it,
not just for ourselves but for all
future inhabitants. It is dangerous to
concentrate solely on spiritual mat-
ters and ignore what is happening to
our environment”.

Alan

Opening the disc

A once-in-a-year moment in Matrimandir

here is only one removable
Tgolden disc on the

Matrimandir. Once a year this
disc is taken out early in the morning
to let the first rays of the rising sun
shine into the chamber and onto the
crystal. This day is April 4th, the day,
in 1910, that Sri Aurobindo came to
Pondicherry.

And so we arrived shortly
after 6 o’clock at a misty-magical
Matrimandir. The disc facing the
rising sun had been removed and
all doors were flung wide open.
The spotlights were off, and a
faint daybreak dipped into the
chamber. After half an hour a first
sun-ray crept slowly through the
opening onto the carpet inside the
chamber, creating a broad golden
sunlit path. It did not touch the
crystal directly, it only peeped
into the room, illuminated it, and
then slowly retreated. The single
beam, for which we were expec-
tantly waiting, did not appear, proba-

bly because of the mist which dif-
fused the ray. Nevertheless, the
atmosphere was tremendously power-
ful and peaceful, and it was a grace to
sit in the chamber in the early morn-
ing and be charged with that wonder-
ful energy.

Tine

Matrimandir on April 4th with
closed and open disc.

In brief

All Auroville
budget

The  Funds and  Assets
Management Committee

(FAMC) is investigating the pos-
sibility of creating an all Auroville
budget as a means to creating an
economic development plan for
Auroville. This is necessary to
obtain a vision of what the
Auroville economy needs to do
to expand. All Auroville activities
will be asked for their realistic
projections for 2004-2005;
whether they are exploring all
possibilities available to them to
cover their budget; and what
they would like to do if the
means were available. Also an
infrastructure development bud-
get, listing the most urgent infra-
structure needs of Auroville for
the next 1-2 years, will be part of
the Auroville budget. The
Auroville Board of Commerce,
which is in the process of being
reconstituted, will be asked to
create a development proposal
for commercial unit activity in
Auroville.

The FAMC expressed concern
about prioritizing development.
Up to now Auroville has been
growing through the successful
implementation of the dreams of
individual Aurovilians. But at the
present state of development a
shift toward a collective strategy
is needed to determine what
development is most needed in
Auroville and how the necessary
funds can be generated.

Leave India notices
Leave India notices have been
issued ‘to two long-term
Aurovilians. The matter has been
taken up by the Working
Committee, which has made a
strong plea with the Government
officials that we may henceforth
be given a chance to make repre-
sentations before such. notices
are issued. In response, the offi-
cials concerned have asked
Auroville to take responsibility for
all that goes on inside Auroville
and that there should be correc-
tive measures taken by Auroville
for any wrongdoings.

Long-term housing
loans

A proposal that Auroville would
create a Housing Loan Fund that
would give low-interest," long-
term housing loans to those
without  adequate financial
means, was rejected by the
FAMC, as the loan would be
returned too slowly for an effec-
tive revolving of the fund. Other
reasons given were that people
joining Auroville should come
prepared to create their own
accommodation and not rely on
community loans; and that in the
current scenario Aurovilians who
take out loans often have to
request more maintenance in
order to keep up their monthly
repayments of the loan.

Teachers'
maintenance

In view of-the present uncertain-
ties regarding continued
Government, funding for teach-
ers' maintenance, the FAMC has
asked -executives of Auroville's
commercial to guarantee an
advance up to an amount of Rs
45 lakhs for the financial year
2004-2005.

Village Action

The Auroville Village Action
Group had to dismiss its staff of
22 Development Workers, due to
loss of core funding. Some of
these workers had been with
AVAG for almost 10 years.
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