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One family

This February, for only the second time ever, an
Auroville International meeting was held in

Auroville. A perspective.

ften it's all a matter of timing. The first
Otime many Aurovilians heard about

Auroville International (AVI) was at the
fag end of a hot, fraught Pour Tous meeting in
August, 1983. As people got up to leave, some-
body announced that Aurovilians had to decide, at
that moment, on the wording of the statutes of a
new organization to be based in Holland. “Sounds
like another takeover,” someone sourly remarked.
In 1988, when the AVI groups decided to hold
their first meeting in Auroville, their timing was
again spot on, for they managed to arrive at a
moment of maximum tension in the debate over
Aurelec and the community’s relationship to the
Government of India. The result? Many AVI
members felt overwhelmed, their concerns
ignored in the larger imbroglio. “I never want to
meet here again”, grumbled one of AVI stalwarts
as she prepared to return home.

But this year AVI returned, and this time it
was different. For one thing the meetings were
held in Vérité, far from the madding crowd, so that
one of the complaints was that too few rather than
too many Aurovilians turned up for the sessions.
This was not just a matter of geography: there con-
tinues to be widespread ignorance among
Aurovilians concerning the purpose and work of
the Auroville International Centres and their rela-
tionship to Auroville. One of the main purposes of
holding the meeting here was to remedy this,
which is why, on the first moring, the AVI mem-
bers spoke about what made them take up this
work. It was a profoundly moving session — as
they talked of their ‘love affair’ with Auroville
and of the challenges they faced in communicat-
ing its spirit in places like Russia, Kazakhstan and
South Africa, the depth and quality of their contact
was evident. Afterwards, one senior Aurovilian,
who was attending such a meeting for the first
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time, said it had completely
transformed her view of AVI:
she understood now that we are
really one.

During the afternoon ses-
sion another relationship was
explored — that of Auroville to
the United Nations and its affil-
iated organizations. In recent
years, concerns about securing
the land and thus the integrity
of Auroville’s development
have led to a number of initia-
tives aimed at increasing fund-
ing and gaining protection
from adverse development.
Interestingly, at least three of
these initiatives involve the
U.N. or its agencies [see page
4].

Discussion of possible links
with the U.N. led onto the second main topic of
this year’s AVI meeting — the development of the
International Zone. Dr. Ananda Reddy began with
a remarkable presentation on how to find one’s
nation soul. We were then reminded that Mother
had wanted governments to be directly involved in
the construction of the pavilions. In this context,
there was a proposal that an appeal be made to
UNESCO, through the Government of India, that
governments of member countries follow up on
UNESCO resolutions supporting Auroville by
actively participating in the development of the
International Zone as an international university
campus devoted to human unity and global under-
standing. The AVI General Assembly presented
this proposal to the Governing Board for their
consideration, with the further suggestion that
each government might send a few outstanding
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The opening session of the Auroville International meeting in Vérité Hall.

young people to Auroville for some months in
order to understand the purpose of the
International Zone, On their return, they would
report to their government how it might best par-
ticipate and be represented in the Zone.

It’s easy to get high on ideas. Which is why,
after the various pavilion groups had presented
their plans, it was important that Gilles Boulicot
and Angad weighed in with reality checks. Gilles
pointed out there is little water in the International
Zone, and that rainwater harvesting can be an
expensive proposition even for generously-funded
pavilion projects. Angad mentioned that some of
the inhabitants of neighbouring Kottakarai village
are very frustrated. In the early years much of their
land was sold to Auroville but some of the vil-
lagers now find themselves with no money, no
resources, and no jobs. Recently an extension of
Kottakarai, Bharatipuram, has come up. These vil-
lages are situated partly in the International Zone,
but Angad suggests that they could become living
exhibitions of vibrant local culture rather-than
their being housed elsewhere in model colonies:
“To develop the International Zone at the expense
of the villages is absurd.”

The last full day was taken up with guided vis-
its to the International Zone and the Information
Centre, and a tour of the endangered lands of
Auroville. In the afternoon people broke up into
smaller groups to discuss in more detail topics like
fund-raising, the presentation of Auroville in the
mass media, and linkages with the U.N. and gov-
ernments.

‘Was this meeting a success? In many ways,
yes. Veteran AVI meeting goers talked of experi-
encing a different community this time — quieter,
more relaxed, but also more professional in its
practical approach to the challenges of living here
— and many were touched by how readily
Aurovilians welcomed them as co-partners. To
take but one example: at last summer’s AVI meet-
ing in the USA a proposal was made to include
members of the Centres as full partners in the
International Zone group based in Auroville.
When the topic came up for discussion this time
there was clearly trepidation among AVI mem-
bers that the Aurovilians on the International Zone

group would express reservations. In fact there
was no opposition, and most of the discussion
focused upon keeping the organization as fluid
and open as possible.

There were still complaints from the Centres
that they were sometimes left out of the loop,
notably over the provision of information material
like new brochures and videos, but these came
across as niggles rather than indications of major
fault lines. Nevertheless such concerns touched
once again upon the larger question of the raison
d’etre of the Centres and their relationship to
Auroville. Over the course of the meeting various
interpretations of this were offered: the AVI mem-
bers should be ‘watchdogs’, ensuring that
Auroville moves swiftly towards the ideal of a
moneyless economy, the AVIs are there to raise
funds and disseminate information, the AVIs can
keep Auroville in touch with a larger world, the
AVIs can promote research into areas essential to
Auroville’s development etc. etc. There is some
truth in all of these. However, they all imply an
instrumental relationship — the AVIs are there
merely to serve Auroville — whereas the pro-
founder truth may be that members of AVI are
carrying the ideals of Auroville out into a wider
world, attempting to embody, practice and anchor
them amongst lifestyles and in cultures which are
frequently not sympathetic or supportive. This is
truly the yoga of the market-place, one of the
hardest of all, and it’s high time Aurovilians treat
AVI members with the respect and appreciation
due rather than viewing them as Aurovilians man-
qué or mere support troops.

In fact, from an occult point of view it’s likely
that all those connected to Sri Aurobindo and
Mother have already been together many times
through the ages. Thus any attempt to make dis-
tinctions between Aurovilians and members of
AVTI is ridiculous. We're family, one family,
inspired and inextricably linked by a common
ideal.

If this year’s meeting has in any way illumi-
nated this truth — and the evidence from some of
the attendees is that it has — then it has more than
fulfilled its purpose. ;

Alan
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Economy

New life for the circles

The income-sharing experiment called ‘circles,’ started in 1999, is being given a substantial boost by the
the New Dawn circle experiment.

n 1999 the so-called “circle”
Iexperiment was started. It aims at

making a step towards an econom-
ic system characterized by no
exchange of money inside Auroville,
and by the community taking care of
the basic needs of the individuals dedi-
cated to Auroville. The biggest chal-
lenge was that many Aurovilians lived
on an inadequate community mainte-
nance and could not make ends meet.
To deal with this challenge, groups of
people created circles, each with its
own common pot. The income of each
member is put into the pot, and each
member draws from the pot whatever
s/he deems necessary. The common
pots of all the circles together were in
turn considered as one pot, which
means that a deficit of one circle was
to be compensated by the surplus of
another. The commercial unit Maroma
provided an additional buffer to cover
consolidated deficits.

When the experiment was reviewed
in February 2001, it appeared that
about 80% of the circle participants
are those who have an inadequate
community maintenance. The differ-
ence between what is needed and what
the community pays is on average
Rs 1,000 a month. Being a member of
a circle gives the possibility of getting
a somewhat larger maintenance.
However, the pooling of individual
maintenances proved insufficient to
provide for the basic needs of all circle
participants, even though some circle
participants with personal resources
contribute more than just their own
expenses. [see also AVToday April &
November 2001]. Since then the num-
ber of people who continue to donate
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more to the circle than they take out
has steadily decreased. The fires of
enthusiasm seem to have dimmed.

The New Dawn circle
experiment

“It’s time for a system overhaul,”
explained Alain Grandcolas of behalf
on the New Dawn circle. “We studied
once again what Mother had said
about the ideal economy. And that
brought us to a different set-up, with
the following parameters.

1.  The circle should provide
only the basic minimum goods in kind
to the members (this scheme is called
Prosperity and allows for no exchange
of money within Auroville for obtain-
ing the needs of the body).

2.  The circle should also pro-
vide a minimum pocket money of Rs
1500 per month.

3.  The circle should have a
special fund for basic needs that are
not covered from the monthly
Prosperity.

4.  The circle is not meant to
cover housing requirements. These
requirements are addressed by the
Housing Service.

5. Each circle member should
contribute to Auroville through a full-
time work, recognized as such by the
Auroville Maintenance Group.

6.  Monthly maintenances are
paid directly into the circle account.
Self-supporting people are expected to
contribute a minimum of Rs 4,000 to
the circle account.

The New Dawn circle has been
testing each of these parameters for the
last two years.

Providing goods in kind

Providing goods in kind instead of
allowing circle members to shop at
Pour Tous and at the Bakery and be
tempted by articles not really needed,
has led to substantial savings. “Once
every week a list is distributed of the
basic items to which a circle member
is  freely entitled,” explains
Shraddhavan, “and the products of
those lists are home delivered. The list
is regularly updated, and there is suffi-
cient space to allow for an individual’s
special requirements. In fact, we noted
that the basic needs of each of our cir-
cle members are different, but we have
been able to meet them.” The basic
needs covered under ‘Prosperity’ are
nutrition (lunch and dinner through the
Solar Kitchen, breakfast, milk, bread),
Pour Tous (a weekly delivery of basic
items — toiletries, cleaning items,
household items, simple medicines
and stationary, supplementary food),
Nandini (clothes and soft furnishings),
health (through the AV Health Fund),
water, electricity and community
expenses, photocopies, petrol (in New
Creation) and telephone bills (up to a
maximum of Rs 600 for two months).
All of these basic services of
Prosperity are provided by the New
Dawn Circle equally for each of its
members, whatever their contribution
into the Circle budget.

Pocket allowance

In addition to “Prosperity” New Dawn
provides to each member a minimum
“pocket allowance” of Rs 1,500 to
cover extra individual needs, which is
deposited by the Circle into the
“Kind” account of each individual

member. This pocket money can be
used to cover articles from Pour Tous
that are not included in the weekly
request form for basic items, for
Auroville restaurants, purchases from
Auroville boutiques etc. Up to half the
monthly allowance may be drawn in

cash for expenditure outside
Auroville.
Sunchild Fund

For other basic needs that are not
covered by the Prosperity scheme and
which members cannot cover them-
selves, the New Dawn Circle has cre-
ated the “Sunchild Fund”. This fund
provides for non-recurrent and excep-
tional expenses, such as dental treat-
ment, bike repairs etc. Each month Rs
200 per member is deposited from the
Circle budget into that Fund.
Withdrawals from this fund can only
be made with permission from the cir-
cle executives, or, when it concerns
large amounts, with approval of the
entire circle.

Sharing maintenance

The maintenance of every mem-
ber is put fully into the Circle and each
one is free to spend any other income
in the way s/he likes. If someone
works part- time and receives half
maintenance, participation in the circle
would be possible but pocket money is
not given.

Pilot project

The New Dawn circle experiment
can be regarded as a pilot project.
“The New Dawn circle is a cross-sec-
tion of the Auroville community,”
explains Alain. “There are 21 people.

Seven of them are Indian, of which
three come from the surrounding vil-
lages. There are four Russians and ten
westerners. Fifteen of our members
depend on community maintenance,
six members are self-supporting. We
know now how much each circle
member costs the circle. We calculat-
ed that if everyone would use all the
services to the full, the costs would be
Rs 4,500 per person per month. But
they don’t. We have been spending
only Rs 3,800. When members have
high electricity bills — for example if
they need air-conditioning — or high
telephone bills, they keep these bills
outside the system.”

Can the New Dawn experiment be
translated into an all-Auroville experi-
ment? Alain thinks so, but advises
caution. “Our present circle is the
result of an organic growth which last-
ed two years. It would be best to
experiment with one new circle of
about 20 people in order to get more
experiences with fresh members and
test our pretty strict monitoring to
avoid any possibility of abuse. For a
system comprising 600 Aurovilians
and newcomers, two full-time moni-
tors posted in the Financial Services
and one coordinator for each circle of
about thirty members would be
required to meet the individual needs.
The system can be financially inde-
pendent if self-supporting people par-
ticipate. The objective is that the pre-
sent existing ratio of 2/3rd of the
Aurovilians who are on community
maintenance and 1/3rd who are self-
supporting, would be reflected in an
all-Auroville experiment.

Carel

The peace area walk

The Matrimandir Workers team organizes Sunday
morning walks in the Outer Gardens.

(i 4 nd over there”, our guide
-Z s explains, “towards the North,
there will be a hill, made of the
excavated soil of the Matrimandir foundations
and the future lake. Mother wanted to have fir
trees planted on it, for She said, ‘one day it will
snow in Auroville’”. A ripple of amusement ran
through our group and I had a light-hearted
thought, imagining future Aurovillian children
skating under a peaceful sunset on a frozen lake
in the reflection of Matrimandir. White blankets
of snow and ice-covered waterways with skaters
under a wide expanse have always evoked a
deep sense of peace in physical nature.

We, a group of around 40 people, are on the
Peace Walk near the service entrance of the
Matrimandir workshops. The excursion takes us
around the area designated to be the outer gar-
dens of the Matrimandir with tall trees, hills and
a lake winding through them. At least that is the
“park concept” as explained by Walter, John and
Arjun, our guides. But they allude also to anoth-
er concept, the “architects’ concept”, in which a
large lake is envisaged that, according to them,
will eliminate all of the 380 planted trees in the
area. They emphasize that the trees “cannot be
touched” and that makes their point of view
quite clear.

We had gathered at the office building
around 8.30 in the morning. After being given a
map of the area and a coloured card with an
artist’s view of the park, we set out on the 1.5
hours tour. First we moved out of the gate onto
the road towards the Centre of Urban Research.
We pause at the “elephant’s ear” tree at the
crossroads. It appears that some land hasn’t been
bought yet and the actual boundary is about 100
m from the designated perimeter of the Peace

area that will fringe the Centre of Urban
Research. We follow the road through the ser-
vice gate, past the hill and continue along a path
through a grassy field with neem and other trees
towards an experimental section of the lake. The
lake depth will be on average four meters and
there are a number of methods available to pre-
vent water seepage: a variety of soils, concrete
or clay as used in ancient times. “But”, explains
Walter, “a German laboratory successfully test-
ed the local red soil mixed with a small quantity
of bentonite as an affordable means to create a
leak-proof lakebed.” Apart from seepage there is
the problem of evaporation. It is estimated that
about one centimeter per day will evaporate
from the surface. That would mean a loss of
about 300 cubic meters of water for a medium
sized lake. This brings us to another problem:
how to fill the lake and replenish the daily loss?
The aquifers are depleting already rather rapidly
for various reasons, including the fact that over
the last few years the monsoons have been
insufficient. John mentions that a desalinisation
plant working on solar power has been operating
in the US and could be a solution. However, he
couldn’t give an answer yet about the area of
solar panels or the funds needed to set up a simi-
lar pilot project here. I wonder if this will be a
feasible solution. For instance a highly devel-
oped country like Israel, with acute potable
water problems, has desalinisation plants, but it
has decided to ship fresh water by tankers from
Turkey on a long-term basis.

But we leave the technical aspect of the gar-
dens behind and wander through beautifully
forested nature, over hillocks and under more
than 120 varieties of trees. We pass by
Champaks, Transformation (Indian cork) trees,

The route of the Peace Area Walk

the exotic African Baobab that will grow a
mighty trunk, and the Australian Rainbow
Eucalyptus with its many-hued bark shining in
the sun. At the Rock Garden we look expectant-
ly around for the promised refreshments. But to
no avail. We continue past the solar power plant
that can supply 38 KW for the MM lighting and
some pumping. Finally the lemonade catches up
with us in the grove of artistically-trimmed cit-
rus bushes that have fruits the size of berries.
We have our refreshments near the small lotus

pond. The swaying lotuses in the pond are -

delightful to behold.

The next stop is the Rose Garden. We enter
under an archway of American rose stock plant-
ed 8 years ago. It is from a centuries-old variety,
which gives less flowers and fragrance, but
proves really strong in this winterless climate.
The hybrid roses from Bangalore typically with-
er after a period of three to four seasons. For this
reason most roses around this well-laid out gar-

den are sturdy country roses.

From the Rose Garden we arrive at the West
axis. Along this path the visitors walk to the
Matrimandir. We turn towards the present
perimeter of the Peace Area where the future
Visitors Reception pavilion will be built. This
will become the main entrance to the area. We
continue along the perimeter under large trees.
At one place we come upon the tallest trinity in
the park: a Peepal, a Wisdom and a Eucalyptus
tree. We turn towards the centre and arrive at the
Banyan tree. After taking seats under the shady
canopy our guides explain again that all what we
have seen this morning will be swallowed up by
the big lake of the “architect’s concept”. I won-
der if the Peace Walk will end for me on a not-
so-peaceful note. But then the voices hush and,
inwardly smiling, I look up: the birds overhead
have the last word.

Dirk Kievith
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AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL

AVI beginnings

There were two attempts to create
Auroville International before the third

finally bore fruit.

other in conversation with
Satprem: !

And Auroville is a
Adventure.

Have you met the Persian? ...He
wants to “help” in the creation of
Auroville. He already has a society,
“Auroville International,” and he is
going to start his action — he’s trav-
elling here and there. He’s a man
who knows four or five languages,
and he has the mind of an inventor.
... He likes to organize, but he is ...
as I said, he loves adventure, it’s in
his temperament (after all, inven-
tions are adventures, and that’s how
he is). So he’s already founded a
society called “Auroville
International” with members in
Europe and its head office in the
United States ... the whole outfit. As
for me, I watch and have great fun!
In appearance he’s very surrendered
and devoted, but ... For the moment,
Idon’t have proof it's anything other
than a “necessary appearance.” But
he’s nice and a man of real good-
will.

great

The “Persian™ Mother was talk-
ing about was Jean M. Ahy. His idea
to start an international organisation
called Auroville International with
head office in New York, had been
well received by Mother. She had
approved of Auroville Internatio-
nal’s status, objectives and working
methods “for a realization of unity
and harmony,” and had also blessed
Ahy’s intricate organizational chart
of Auroville International, consist-
ing of 15 departments and an even
larger number of sub-departments.

When Ahy went to New York
shortly afterwards to start the organ-
isation, the idea floundered. The
American law on foundations had
just changed and it was impossible
to decide on the legal status of
Auroville International, The already
printed brochures of ‘Auroville
International Inc.” were kept in the
cupboard. One and a half years later,
when there was clarity on the legal
status, there was no money to pay
the legal fees and other expenses.
Ahy’s financial situation had deteri-
orated, Auroville International’s
creditors were pressing for repay-
ment of their loans and the work was
stopped. Though Ahy managed to
repay the loans, his attempt to create
Auroville International fizzled out.
In later years individuals in

MATRIMANDIR

Pondicherry tried to (mis)use
Auroville International’s brochures
for fundraising purposes, but in
truth, the attempt had died.2

Second attempt

Meanwhile, it had become obvi-
ous to friends of Auroville in Europe
that something needed to be done to
help the fledgling Auroville commu-
nity. At a meeting in Paris on
February 2nd, 1972, individuals
from France, Great Britain, Holland
and Switzerland came together and
agreed on creating Auroville
International Europe with a seat in
Switzerland. For unknown reasons,
this attempt too never materialised.

The years that followed wit-
nessed the increasingly bitter strug-
gles between the Sri Aurobindo
Society and Auroville. In June 1976,
the European Centres signed a decla-
ration stating that they no longer had
confidence in the trustees of the
Ashram, the Sri Aurobindo Society
and the Auroville Trust (Auro Trust)
while remaining committed to sup-
port the progressive growth of
Auroville. The paper was signed by
the four existing Auroville
International Centres (France, Great
Britain, Sweden and Switzerland),
who obviously had been created
independently from Ahy, two Sri
Aurobindo  Auroville  Societies
(Holland and Belgium), the Sri
Aurobindo Centre in Cambridge, the
Sri Aurobindo Society in Great
Britain as well as the German
Aurora-Zentrale der Freunde
Aurovilles (Michael Klostermann),
the Italian Centre Anandamayi and
the Spanish Auroville Relaciones.

Third attempt

In November 1981, a year after
the Government of India had passed
the Auroville (Emergency
Provisions) Act, three Aurovilians,
Dorothee Hach, Yusuf Kassim and
Peter Anderschitz decided to make
an extensive trip through Europe and
call upon all of Auroville’s friends
to see if their interaction with
Auroville could be intensified. They
found the situation changed. Old
contacts were no longer available,
new people had come forward. The
trip cumulated in a conference in
Auroc, Bergerac, a small place in the
south of France. That there were
high hopes for this meeting was indi-
cated by letters of support received
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Mother's seal of approval

from the Auroville Cooperative [a
predecessor of the Working
Committee], from Sri Aurobindo’s
Action Center in Boulder, Colorado,
from the Instituto di Richerche
Evolutive in Rome, and from
Matagiri in New York. This meeting
was an eye-opener. It appeared that
the fight between Auroville and the
Sri Aurobindo Society had not been
the only one. German, Italian,
British, Dutch and Swedish repre-
sentatives recounted the struggles
they had gone through in their coun-
tries, resulting in the need to set up
new organizations. It had become
necessary to counter the false propa-
ganda current throughout Europe
that Auroville was finished. And
deformations harming Auroville
were rampant, such as those in the
publications of Michael
Klostermann in Germany.

The meeting brought fresh ener-
gy. It was agreed that each group
should have a legal structure, which
should be recognized by Auroville
as its official representative in a
country. It could then approach the
government and institutions in that
country for help for Auroville. It
should also obtain tax-exempt status,
so that it could serve as channels for
donations to Auroville. Some repre-
sentatives were already in the
process of creating legal institutions.
Spontaneously, these institutions
came to be called ‘Auroville
International Centres’, though hard-
ly anyone was aware that Mother
had blessed such an organization
twelve years earlier.

The meeting also agreed that
henceforth meetings of Auroville
International would be held every
year in a different country, which
has happened ever since.

The umbrella organisation

Around November 1982, Dr.
Kireet Joshi, then Educational
Advisor to the Government of India
and Special Secretary at the Ministry
of Education, visited Paris. Kireet,

Governing Board intervention

uring the 27th meeting of the
DGoverning Board of the

Auroville Foundation, held
on the I4th February 2003 in
Auroville, the concerns regarding
Matrimandir were considered in great
detail. Discussions were also held
with the members of the Working
Committee and their invitees, the
Auroville  Council and  the
Matrimandir Workers Team.

The Governing Board had studied
all the papers presented in respect of
Matrimandir. The Board noted and
appreciated the procedures which
were followed by the Residents
Assembly. However, it was painfully
noted that there was disagreement on
important issues. It was felt that these

issues needed to be resolved as early
as possible and that agreement should
be arrived at by a concerted effort of
all concerned before the conclusion of
the Governing Board Meeting.

In response, a further meeting
was held in order to narrow down the
differences and disagreement, and to
arrive at an agreement. At this meet-
ing representatives of the Working
Committee, the Auroville Council
and the Matrimandir Workers Team
were present as well as Roger Anger,
Member of the Governing Board It
was finally agreed that there will be a
Matrimandir Core Group consisting
of five Members, namely Roger
Anger, Arjun, Frederick, Ulli and the
Secretary of Auroville Foundation.

All the designs of works to be done
will be presented by Mr. Roger
Anger. Wherever there are areas of
agreement, the works will be carried
out expeditiously. In case of disagree-
ment, the matter will be taken up by
the Core Group which has the liberty
to devise its own ways for arriving at
an agreement. If agreement is still not
reached, the matter will be referred to
the Finance Committee of the
Auroville Foundation, and if neces-
sary, to the Governing Board. The
resolution also states that Roger
Anger is the Architect of Matrimandir
and Auroville, to realise Auroville
according to the vision of the Mother.

who had been instrumental in creat-
ing the Auroville (Emergency
Provisions) Act 1980, was briefed
on the work of the various Auroville
International Centres. He expressed
the need to create an umbrella orga-
nization; a legal body of which all
these Centres could be members and
which in turn could apply for regis-
tration with international organiza-
tions such as the United Nations and
UNESCO. In the months that fol-
lowed, the statutes of such an orga-
nization was drafted, discussed in
Auroville and New Delhi, and once
again discussed in detail during a
special Auroville International meet-
ing in Paris in February, 1983. It
became the main — and hotly debated
— topic of the next Auroville
International meeting in June 1983
in Laubach, Germany. Fears that
Auroville  International  might
become another organization that
could ‘control’ Auroville or the
other Centres were expressed.
Shouldn’t the final incorporation
wait till Auroville had explicitly
agreed on it? The meeting felt it
shouldn’t, for very good contacts
with UNESCO had meanwhile been
established. Mr. M’Bow, the then
Secretary General of UNESCO, was
a member or the Auroville
International Advisory Council set
up under the Auroville (Emergency
Provisions) Act and the way seemed
open for Auroville Internationals’
registration with UNESCO. It was
also pointed out that the Indian
Government intended to promote a
resolution on  Auroville in
UNESCO’s General Conference in
autumn that year, in which the
Auroville International Centres
would be mentioned. The meeting
then unanimously agreed that the
registration take place on August
15th, 1983. ‘

A letter dated August 12, 1983,
from the Auroville Cooperative to
all Centres, concluded the matter.
“The Auroville representatives to the
Laubach meeting have returned. It
was decided to have a last meeting
on the subject...We decided to sim-
ply look through the statutes, quiet-
ly, methodically, all together...we
came then to that question “Why
Auroville International? And what is
the relation with Auroville?” ... And
the necessity became apparent for a
legal international body giving form
to the already existing body of peo-
ple around the world for which the
name of Auroville is a hope. ... We
can say that on that day began the
reality of Auroville International in
Auroville...And we wish to state
that we want Auroville International
to be created, to develop, and to
work towards its aims.”

Auroville International came
into being on August 15, 1983.3
Carel

1 Mother’s Agenda, Vol X, 15, November 1969

2 “Some Facts about Auroville International”
by Helga Ahy, 1973, Auroville Archives

3 Declarations, ccorrespondence and minutes
AVI meetings: Auroville Archives.

In brief

Mother's 125th
birth Anniversary

To celebrate Mother's 125th
birthday a function was held at
the Savitri Bhavan with Dr.
Nirodbaran as special guest and
Arindam Basu speaking of his
experiences. Another coming
together was organized in the Sri
Aurobindo Auditorium with an

audio-visual presentation of
Mother's music and pho-
tographs.

Aravind Eye
Hospital

On February 21st, the President
of India, Dr. A.P.G. Abdul Kalam,
inaugurated the new Aravind Eye
Hospital in Pondicherry. The
building was designed by
Auroservice, Pondicherry and the
Auroville Building Centre.

Water crises

A meeting on the worsening
water situation was convened at
the Town Hall in order to start a
process of interaction with
Aurovilians for the establishment
of a water consumption cam-
paign. Due to a lack of rainfall for
the last few years, the upcoming
summer months are expected to
present some difficult challenges.
Water is a limited common
resource and solutions have to be
found and policies created to
protect and benefit the commu-
nity.

Matrimandir lake

An extensive proposal from the
German engineering office of
Harald Kraft to create a large lake
around the Marimandir which
would serve for Auroville's water
supply appears to be unsustain-
able, not only due to its high esti-
mated costs of € 95 million (US
$ 103 million. Rs 500 crores). but
also in relation to the existing
environment.

Kalivelly Watershed
Sophie Violette and Nathalie
Gassama, two highly qualified
water scientists of the renowned
French Centre National de
Recherches Scientifiques (CNRS),
gave a presentation in CSR on
the origin of salinity and the
ground water circulation in our
area.

Ring road problems
Residents of the Residential Zone
are objecting to plans of the
Interim Development Council to
manifest a part of the future ring
road, projected to fully encircle
the city area and carry the city's
main  traffic,  through the
Residential zone.

Matrimandir Tora
The unfortunate acronym Tora
(which reminds one of the battle
cry of the Japanese attacking
Pearl Harbour, a notorious prison
in Cairo, and the mountain range
in Afghanistan which was recent-
ly intensively bombed by the
Americans) stands in Auroville for
Task-Oriented Residents" Assem-
bly. The Working Committee
called a Tora to come to a har-
monious agreement for the com-
pletion of the Matrimandir and
its environment.

The Grand Egyptian
Museum

A design from the Auroville
architect team Brand New Day
for a new museum near the pyra-
mids to house Egyptian antiqui-
ties such as the Tutankhamen
collection, has been selected to
be part of a publication showing
the most significant design pro-
posals that reflect the vision of
modern, global architecture.
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Linking up with the UN

major portion of the discussions in
Athe Auroville International meet-

ing this year dealt with ongoing
efforts as well as those made in the past
relating to Auroville’s more meaningful
and visible participation in the internation-
al arena, namely the United Nations and
its organizations. Significantly, the first
tangible step into the UN was taken during
the Mother’s lifetime when she sent one of
her young scholars to represent Auroville
at the 1970 UN Youth delegation in New
York. Aster Patel, a prominent member of
Auroville since 1977, recounted the activ-
ities at the three-week conference when
she, in collaboration with youth selected
from around the world, enthusiastically
set about devising more holistic approach-
es to issues of world poverty, industrial-
ization, education, etc. Sharing her UN
experience with the AVI members visiting
Auroville, she emphasized the Mother’s
deep interest and hope in having
Auroville’s “universal” values and ideals
become part of the UN’s policy frame-
work through the Aurovilian model of
sustainable, integral living on the material

Auroville

ters in Paris, AVI France became

the natural link between Auroville
and UNESCO.
Yanne, who,
together with her
partner Croquette
now divides her
time between
Auroville and
France, joined AVI
France in 1993.
She took up the '
responsibility for

S ince UNESCO has its headquar-

maintaining rela-
tions with
UNESCO.

Explains  Yanne:

“My role has been
to .try and make the members of
UNESCO discover that Auroville exists,
and that a lot of work has been done here
in the fields of afforestation, ecology,
alternative development and education.
There is also the work which has been
done in the bio-region and with the sur-
rounding villages — in terms of educa-
tion, respect of traditions and preserva-

Yanne

and the spiritual level.

It is not hard to see that the Mother’s
vision of Auroville as “the city the earth
needs” and as “the city of the future” has
already been manifesting itself on the
level of material reality. A consistent
achiever in areas of ecological restoration,
village development, renewable energy
resources, soil conservation, bio-diversity,
water management, eco-urban develop-
ment, etc., Auroville continues to demon-
strate multiple aspects of sustainable liv-
ing. In recognition of Auroville’s bal-
anced approach to conservation of its nat-
ural resources and the development needs
of the local communities, international
organizations like UNESCO and the
European Commission’s Asia Urbs pro-
gramme have extended opportunities for
Auroville to promote and share its vision
of a sustainable future with other cities
elsewhere.

In the context of Auroville’s integrat-
ed management of bioregional develop-
ment, Constance, a prominent member of
AVI-USA, has initiated a team effort
through the Auroville Foundation to gath-

er relevant information and to create a suf-
ficient database in order to apply for the
UNESCO nomination of Auroville as a
Biosphere Reserve. There would be sev-
eral benefits to Auroville and its neigh-
bours in the region should such a nomina-
tion come through. These would include
the protection of basic land and water
resources, a more stable and diverse eco-
nomic base, long-term inter-disciplinary
research opportunities for international
scholars interested in studying Auroville,
and more importantly, a healthy environ-
ment for the regional communities and
their children. Auroville’s biosphere
reserve would encourage the growth of
similar communities across the world,
given that Auroville’s living model of sus-
tainability has already been demonstrated
on a scale that is significant in the global
context. Complementary to the effort
behind the potential Biosphere Reserve
status for Auroville is the attempt under-
way for the possible inclusion of
Auroville on the UNESCO list of World
Heritage Sites. The initiative for the latter
has come from Luigi and his Town

and UNESCO

tion of cultural heritage, that is part of
humanity’s heritage which UNESCO
works at preserving. A lot of work that
is done in Auroville
corresponds to
UNESCO’s objec-
tives. I present pro-
jects  Aurovilians
are involved in.”

Although
Auroville as a
whole cannot be
supported by
UNESCO, as itis a
Foundation under
the Indian
Government, cer-
tain of its projects
and areas of action
can be recognised. This stamp of recog-
nition from UNESCO can help raise
funds from other donors.

At present Yanne is busy preparing
for an exhibition on Auroville, which
will be put up in the UNESCO head-
quarters from the 7t to the 11t of April
2003. Such exhibitions have been held
every five years; this one, coinciding

with Auroville’s 35th anniversary,
promises to be very important. A confer-
ence will be held and there will be an
exhibition and slide show. The present
Director of UNESCO will inaugurate the
session. The conference will be held for
the directors of the member country del-
egations of UNESCO. Kireet Joshi,
Chairman of the Governing Board of the
Auroville Foundation, as well as the
Indian Minister for Education will be
invited. Four Aurovilians involved in
ditterent fields will come and present
their area of work.

“Together with Luigi, who, through
Asia Urbs, has started to link up with the
European Community, we have been in
charge of all the administration and
organisation for making this exhibition
possible,” explains Yanne. “Now I am in
Auroville to meet with Aurovilians and
see what they have prepared for the
exhibition. The members of AVI France
will be there to put up the exhibition,
answer questions, and when it is over,
take everything down again.”

Emmanuelle

The French connection

roquette, the chairman of
‘ Auroville International France

and a long-time resident of
Auroville who now spends his time
between France and Auroville. He was
here during the recent Auroville
International meeting, but only partici-
pated in the introductory session.
Besides having had many other obliga-
tions at the time, he felt it wasn’t really
important. “I have the impression,
maybe I am wrong, that Auroville
International believes itself to be an enti-
ty separate from Auroville, with its own
reality. I consider Auroville
International France as a service to
Auroville, simply as a link between
Auroville and the outside world. We do
what we can for Auroville, and I don’t
see the necessity of participating in big
meetings.”

The main service being offered by
Auroville International France is to give
information about Auroville to those
interested. Having lived in Auroville for
many years, Crogquette is in a good posi-
tion to do so.

Today, in this Internet age, more and
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more people also come into contact with
Auroville on their own. Croquette feels
that although the Auroville website is a
good development, in some instances the
way Auroville is portrayed is not: very
realistic. He gives a
very simple exam-
ple, which is just a
question of vocabu-
lary: “In Auroville
we use the word
‘community’ to
describe a settle-
ment. The word has
a very different con-
notation in Europe;
it gives people the
wrong image of real-
ity in Auroville.”

Another example
he gives is of parents
who want to join
Auroville and read about the Auroville
schools on the site. They arrive and are
told that there is no place in the schools,
there are not enough teachers, so their
children cannot be accepted.

“We have to readjust the way we

Croquette

portray Auroville,” stresses Croquette.
“Our work at Auroville International
France consists of trying to give realistic
information about Auroville, practical
advice, so that people don’t get the
wrong ideas, or form
false judgements. It
is almost like “trans-
lating” Auroville into
a language which will
be understood out-
side.”

Auroville
International France
is also involved in
fundraising for
Auroville. During the
past three years, 12
lakhs Rupees (US$
24,000) were raised
and sent to the com-
munity. “But we
don’t want to create a special fundraising
organisation,” says Croquette. “Our
main role is that of messengers between
Auroville and the outside.”

Emmanuelle



















