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It's a funny thing about
really big events. Many
people can remember in
detail what they were
doing when they hap-
pened, bhut few can
remember the details of
the events themselves.
Take Auroville's inaugu-
ration ceremony of 28th
February, 1968.  Over
5,000 people attended.
Many of them were
aware, even at the time,
that this was an event of
major importance not
only for India but also for
the world. Yet ask them
now what they recall and
all too often there is an
embarrassed smile or
shrug. Perhaps it was
just too big for compre-
hension. Perhaps this
was Mother's way of 'dos-
ing' her power.

Perhaps.
The problem Iis that
when memories fail

myths and half-truths
are only too happy to
rush in and fill the gap.
Here, then, thirty five
vears later, is our
attempt to understand
what happened on a
wind-swept plateau on a
hot February morning
when Nother invited all
people of goodwill to
build a city.
And a dream.

February 28, 1568

Thirty-five years ago Auroville’s inauguration ceremony took place on a barren plateau in Tamil Nadu.
What exactly happened? Gleaned from preparatory Ashram documents, participants' memories and
newspaper reports, this resumé is perhaps the closest we'll get to the definitive story.

began at 10.24 with the white-clad announcer
briefly explaining the order of events to come
to the 5,000 or so people assembled in the amphithe-
atre. At 10.30 there was the sound of a gong, there
were a few bars of Mother’'s music, then came
Mother's voice, relayed from her room in the Ashram:

T he ceremony, which would take 75 minutes,

Salut d’Auroville a tous les hommes de bonne volon-
té. Sont convies a Auroville tous ceux qui ont soif de
progress et aspirant a une vie plus haute et plus vraie.

[Translation: Greetings from Auroville to all men of
goodwill. Are invited to Auroville all those who thirst
for progress and aspire to a higher and truer life.]

A few more bars of music followed, then Mother read
The Charter of Auroville in French.

The announcer then stated, “Now the earth from the
Ashram will be put in the urn.” Kiran and Vijay
Poddar approached the urn. Kiran carried Mother’s
flag and Vijay carried earth from the Samadhi and a
stainless steel container with inside the scroll with
The Charter of Auroville in Mother’s handwriting. As
they reached the urn Sunil’s 1968 New Year music
began to be played, along with Mother’s New Year
message: Remain young, Never stop striving towards
Perfection. The stainless steel container was lowered
deep into the urn by ribbons, along with the earth.
The announcer then introduced the formula which
would be followed for the rest of the ceremony. The
Charter would be read successively in 16 languages
by nationals (usually Ashramites) of those countries
or cultures (the languages in order were Tamil,
Sanskrit, English, Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, German,
Greek, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Norwegian,
Russian, Spanish, Swedish and Tibetan). Before each
reading the announcer would introduce the translation

— “Now the Charter in Tamil will be read...” — and
specify which states of India or countries would
approach the urn during that reading (the states first,
countries afterwards, all in alphabetical order). Inall,
two young delegates from each of the 23 States or
Union Territories of India and representatives from
124 countries (63 persons were delegated by
embassies, the rest were students from the Ashram
school) walked up to the urn. In each pair one would
carry a placard with the name of their State or coun-
try, the other would carry earth (or a substitute) from
that State or country in a small bowl. After the earth
was tipped into the urn, the representatives walked
down the ramp from the urn. Their plackard was
taken and placed in a pre-assigned socket, they signed
a scroll with their names and the name of their State

The inauguration ceremony in full swing
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or country, and then they walked up a ramp out of the

~ central arena.

Finally came the announcement, “Now the earth of
Auroville will be put in the urn. Then the urn will be
sealed.” Michel (Kalya) and Fabienne, Mother’s
great-grandchildren, approached the urn. Michel car-
ried Auroville earth while Fabienne carried the
Auroville flag (the symbol was an open lotus with
another lotus in its centre against a background of
‘dawn gold’). Then Nolini and his son walked to the
urn. He placed the lid over the top and removed the
screwed handle. The urn was sealed, the inauguration
of Auroville complete.

Alan (with particular thanks to the Auroville
Archives)

The flag of Auroville and some of the plackards of the participating countries and states of India
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PaviLiON OF INDIA

Brainstorming infinity

Recently an important workshop was held in Auroville to suggest ideas for a permanent muiti-media
exhibition in the Centre for Indian Culture on “The Sense of the Infinite: A History of Indian Culture”.

o-sponsored by the prestigious Indian
‘ Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla,

the workshop brought together a pan-
theon of Indian scholars and intellectuals,
Ashramites and Aurovilians. The workshop
was structured around three statements of Sri
Aurobindo which set out a programme for the
renaissance of India. The first, “The recovery
of the old spiritual knowledge and experience
in all its splendour, depth and fullness is the
first most essential work™, led to a discussion
of the nature of that knowledge and the par-
ticular qualities of India’s spiritual heritage.
While one speaker affirmed that no one reli-
gious doctrine was regarded as supreme in
Indian tradition, there was general agreement
that the source of India’s spiritual wisdom lay
in the Vedas and the Upanishads. And here,
as one participant put it, the essential wisdom
can be reduced to two key statements: “The
quest is God”, and “You are That.” In other
words, as the special guest Professor
Manohar Joshi, Union Minister of Human
Resource  Development, Science and
Technology, pointed out, the genius of India

future of the earth”. Another consequence is
that time and space are not viewed as
absolutes but merely as constructs of a lower
level of consciousness. “When I am in a high-
er consciousness I live in eternity,” explained
Dr. Kapil Kapur, Rector, J. N. University,
Delhi, “for if I carry the words of Ashoka, if
Ashoka is part of my being, what does it mat-
ter who I am or what age I live in?”

Modern problems

Sri Aurobindo’s second prerequisite for an
Indian renaissance — “The flowing of this
spirituality into new forms of philosophy, lit-
erature, art, science and critical knowledge” —
led to some discussion of the nature of true
creativity, but it was his third prescription —
“An original dealing with modern problems
in the light of the Indian spirit and the
endeavour to formulate a greater synthesis of
a spiritualised society” — which generated
deeper responses. For when participants were
asked to identify the problems of modern
India certain heart-felt views kept emerging.

The Sri Aurobindo Auditorium, Bharat Nivas: best venue for brainstorming?

resides in the insight that human beings can
be one with Brahman or God.

What are the consequences of this view?
Firstly, as Sri Aurobindo mentioned, India
has always taken spirituality as the master
key of existence. This is reflected in the gen-
eral understanding that the first movement
should always be inward, and that manifesta-
tion should be an expression of an inner real-
ization. As one participant explained, an
Indian artist is not interested in art for art’s
sake. A painting will only ‘live’ to the extent
that “its voice is divinity, speaking to the

One was the tendency of India to uncritically
adopt Western models of development,
poverty alleviation and education, so cutting
itself off from its roots. Regarding poverty,
for example, it was pointed out that the West
viewed the solution primarily in economic
terms whereas Sri Aurobindo pointed out that
poverty in India cannot be solved until the
nation follows its swadharma, its true genius.
Similarly Sraddhalu, from the Sri Aurobindo
Ashram, described how the 19th century
British-influenced education system of India
is today “churning out millions of strangers in

their own land. We are turning out workers,
clerks, bonsais, not leaders.” Yet another
speaker noted that the present Indian
Constitution is “asymmetric” in relationship
to the true genius of India, for it stresses
rights rather than dharma, “which is the cos-
mic law of our individual and national exis-
tenice.”

It was also recognized, however, that all pre-
sent failings cannot be laid at the door of per-
nicious foreign influence. “The present intel-
lectual state of India is pathetic,” claimed
Aurovilian Dr. Aster Patel, while Dr. Meera
Srivastava pointed out that, “Modern Indian
intellectuals have done nothing for reviving
the spirit of india. We must be able to tran-
scend the intellect to manifest the new body
of India.”

Is, then, the ancient wisdom of India lost to
the modern generation? No, asserted writer
Manoj Das, it’s merely submerged and can be
contacted at any moment. In this context,
Aurovilian poetess Meenakshi pointed out
that the Tamil language fuses the ordinary
with the transcendental — the word for house,
‘vidu’, comes from the same root as ‘libera-
tion’ — while another participant noted how
simple customs, like drawing kolams or mak-
ing pranam to the rising sun, have the deeper
significance of harmonizing the individual

“with him or herself and the cosmos.

It was also asserted that new forms cannot
evolve without a new spiritual energy. Dr.
Aster Patel felt that such a new spiritual
dynamism is already a fact of our times,
reflecting the descent and working of the
supermind. As evidence, she pointed to
research which was opening up a new holistic
perception of matter; the frequency and
extent of major world upheavals; and what
she termed the appearance of “a new kind of
personality, deeply rooted in matter yet with a
heightened sense of spirituality”.

What kind of exhibition?

The final sessions focused upon the proposed
exhibition “The Sense of the Infinite: A
History of Indian Culture”. Who should it be
for? What should it contain? How should it
communicate its message? There was general
consensus that it should be aimed primarily at
the young, and a suggestion was made to
organize a further seminar at which youth
from all over India would be invited to con-
tribute their ideas. As for the message, it was
agreed that the prime goal should be to
restore pride in India’s spiritual and classical
heritage through showing its continued rele-
vance to the world of today. Professor
Manohar Joshi suggested that the exhibition
include illustrative references to certain qual-
ities of the unique Indian spirit — the spirit of
renunciation, heroic greatness, universality
etc — and that “the grand culmination could be
the legend and symbol that is Savitri....the
secret for India and the world of the knowl-
edge which can help us overcome the contem-

Smt. Veenapani Chawla, theatre director,

Smt. Shruti, musician/researcher
G. Bharatbala, film-maker
Smt.-Kanika Bharatbala, film-maker

Among the workshop participants were:

Dr. Kireet Joshi, Chairman, Indian Council of Philosophical Research, Chairman, Auroville Foundation
Dr. V.C. Srivastava, Director, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla

Dr. V.R. Panchmukhi, Chairman, Indian Council of Social Science Research

Dr. Kapil Kapur, Rector, J.N. University, New Delhi

Dr. Chandrakala Padia, Professor of Political Science, Benares Hindu University, Varanasi
Dr. Ashoke Sen Gupta, Indian Council for Philosophical Research

Dr. Meera Srivastava, Head of the Department of Hindi, Allahabad University

Dr. V.K.Anand, Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla

Professor Manoj Das, writer, Sri Aurobindo Ashram

Dr. Chamanlal Gupta, Professor of Applied Science, Solar Energy Unit, Sri Aurobindo Ashram
Professor Kittu Reddy, S.A.L.C.E., Sri Aurobindo Ashram

Sraddhalu Ranade, Sri Aurobindo Ashram

Dr. Matthijs Cornelissen, Consciousness Research Group, Sri Aurobindo Ashram

Shri K.R.Malkani, Lt. Governor of Pondicherry, delivered the inaugural address
Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, Honourable Minister for Human Resource Development, Government of India, delivered the concluding address
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porary crisis and lay the establishment of a
civilizatipn that can unite different poles of
existence under the overarching sovereignty
of the Spirit”,

Sraddhalu cautioned, however, that as India is
infinite she can never be fully comprehended.
He favoured an exhibition which, while com-
bining different media, would also be con-
stantly changing and re-expressing itself.
Other speakers stressed that the exhibition
should be, above all, an experience, and that
it should communicate deep truths through all
the senses. In this context Bala Bharat, who is
well-known for his short films aimed at “sell-
ing India to the Indians”, noted how impor-
tant it is to communicate the essence of key
concepts, like India is one and India is infi-
nite, through the emotions: “this is the best
way to fundamentally shift people’s centre of
gravity.”

Personal Reflections

When people of such eminence are brought
together to discuss such a topic the immediate
outcome is likely to be, at the very least,
thought-provoking. This was definitely the
case here, and the organizers should be
praised for their success in attracting such
fine minds. I’ve a feeling, however, that the
best use was not made of the assembled tal-
ents. The stated purpose was to ‘brainstorm’
about the topic, implying fluid interactions
through which an initial insight generates fur-
ther insights in an ascending spiral of creativ-
ity. Yet the physical arrangements militated
against this. Almost all the sessions took
place in the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium where
the panelists of the day were seated in a long
curve across the stage, while the rest were
seated below, scattered around the vast audi-
torium. Moreover, while there was provision
for questions to be sent up from the audience
to be discussed by the panelists. the format-
was very much one of ‘talking heads’ — with
each speaker getting a specified allocation of
time — rather than one of dynamic inter-
change. It was noticeable that when, on the
last afternoon, the venue was changed to the
more intimate and ‘egalitarian’ ambience of
the Centre for Indian Culture, the creative
synergy was higher.
A more serious reservation concerns the
apparent assumption that the way to approach
a topic like “The Sense of the Infinite” is pri-
marily through the intellect. Actually a num-
ber of speakers pointed out that the wisdom
which ancient India prized highest was the
wisdom founded upon direct identification
rather than intellectual enquiry (which Sri
Aurobindo termed ‘indirect knowledge’), and
that discussion cannot be a substitute for
action — “talking about infinity won’t bring
infinity”, as Dr. Meera Srivastava pithily put
it —so it was disappointing that there were not
attempts to explore the theme through other
forms like art, dance or music.
Moreover, while many of the invitees were
clearly not ordinary academics, their remarks
sometimes revealing profound depths of
understanding and inner development, what
the workshop conspicuously lacked were peo-
ple who are consciously trying to work with
and embody the new consciousness in their
lives and work. In fact, there was very little
reference to the new force which Mother
pointed out had irrevocably changed the
nature of matter itself. Why? A suspicion
remains that even the finest Indian minds
have not yet fully comprehended the revolu-
tionary nature of Mother’s work in the last
decades of her life, something which made
her re-evaluate even ‘spirituality’ itself.
Ultimately, the larger consequences of a sem-
inar like this are impossible to assess: they
will be played out in diverse ways and
through diverse individuals and organizations
over years to come. Clearly, though, this was
an important beginning and catalyst for fur-
ther explorations. As one enthusiastic partici-
pant put it during the final session, “This kind
of workshop can only happen in Auroville.
This is what Auroville is for.”

Alan




HRD MINISTER'S ADDRESS

“Your efforts fill me with a great

hope”

On 31st December, Professor Murli Manohar Joshi, the
Minister of Human Resource Development, Science
and Technology (the ministry responsible for
Auroville), visited the community. In the evening he
addressed the residents in the Sri Aurobindo
Auditorium. Here are extracts from his speech.

o my mind, Auroville is an

I achievement and vyet a
promise which is still to be
fulfilled. For Auroville is a great
effort that aims at fulfilling a
tremendous dream, a Divine Dream.
This Dream places Truth as the sov-
ereign principle — Truth, not as the
mind sees it, but the Truth that can
be seen by a supramental vision, by

" the faculty of vijnana, to use the

expression of the Taittiriya
Upanishad. It is a Dream where
human relationships are to be built
on the principle of universal fraterni-
ty, where work is to be conducted in
the spirit of service to the Divine
Consciousness, and where life is
lived as a process of constant
research whereby highest values can
be embodied both in the individual
and collective life.

This Dream has consequences for
the growth and development of a
new form of economy, a new form
of social organization, and a new
form of hierarchy that is based on
inner quality and recognition of indi-
vidual excellence.

I am aware that the task is extremely
difficult, but it is the one task that
should be carried out if humanity is
to make the next step forward in its
upward march....

Sri Aurobindo has spoken of a world
union of free nations, in which each

LAND

nation brings to the totality its own
special contributions that can enrich
the unity and oneness of the entire
humanity. This is a great vision, and
the fact that you have voluntarily
come here to organize a model of
human unity puts on your shoulders
a great responsibility to work out the
problems which have divided the
world so far into East and West or
into smaller divisions of regions and
provinces. Your efforts fill me with
a great hope. Sri Aurobindo has said
that humanity has today decisively
turned towards the ideal of human
unity; and even though there are
dangers on the path, they can be
minimized if the principle of law and
liberty is rightly employed.

Let me conclude with what Sri
Aurobindo has said in one of his illu-
minating passages in his book The
Ideal of Human Unity:

“Today the ideal of human unity is
more or less vaguely making its way
to the front of our
consciousness...and this ideal of
human unity is likely to figure large-
Ly among the determining forces of
the future; for the intellectual and
material circumstances of the age
have prepared and almost impose it,
especially the scientific discoveries
which have made our earth so small
that its vastest kingdoms seem now

no more than the
provinces of a sin-
gle country.

But this very com-
modity of the
material circum-
stances may bring
about the failure
of the ideal; for
when  material
circumstances
favour a great
change, but the
heart and mind of
the race are not
really ready -
especially the
heart — failure may

be predicted, unless men are wise in
time and accept the.inner change
along with the external readjust-
ment. But at present the human intel-
lect has been so much mechanized
by physical science that it is likely to
attempt the revolution it is beginning
to envisage principally or solely
through mechanical means, through
social and political adjustment. Now
it is not by these, chiefly or only, that
the unity of the human race can be
enduringly or fruitfully accom-
plished.”

This statement is a great warning to
all of us who want to have unity; in
Auroville, particularly, this warning

Professor Murli Manohar Joshi leaving Bharat Nivas
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must be taken in full measure. It is
not by social and political devices
that unity should be attempted to be
accomplished. As Sri Aurobindo has
pointed out, and let me conclude by
quoting it:

“A deeper brotherhood, a yet
unfound law of love is the only sure
foundation possible for a perfect
social evolution, no other can
replace it....It is in the soul that it
must find its roots; the love which is
Sfounded upon a deeper truth of our
being, the brotherhood or....the spir-
itual comradeship which is the
expression of an inner realization of
oneness.”

Land for Auroville: the young
take up the challenge

“Auroville's future is being threatened by rapidly escalating land prices and speculation

ince December 2002,
S the Auroville Land

Fund team has begun a
serious fund-raising cam-
paign. With about 200 acres
of village land up for sale in
the City area and the Green
Belt, there is a desperate need
for funds. In the years just
before the Mother left her
body, the securing of land in
and around Auroville had
been one of her primary con-
cerns. “The lands for
Auroville are to be bought and
can be bought. The money is
needed, will you help?” — was
one of the urgent injunctions
she left for Aurovilians to
work towards, while the land
was relatively cheap. Perhaps
she knew how difficult this

P

work would become once
Auroville had established
itself as a city.

Not surprisingly, in the thirty-five
years of Auroville’s growth real
estate prices have spiraled to amaz-
ing heights. The pioneers who made
Auroville their home in the late six-
ties and seventies, and other dedicat-
ed Aurovilians who came later were
mainly responsible for transforming

Vennila (9), Abinayam (11) and Nisha (11) from Transition school in charge of

w

the fundraising booth at Pour Tous

Auroville’s barren landscape into the
tropical lushness it sports today. The
concerted efforts of these “greenbel-
ters” in tree-planting, digging wells,
and building check dams went a long
way in preventing further soil ero-
sion and in reversing the bioregion’s
low ecological status. Given

Auroville’s successful experiments
in various fields, including water
management, alternative energy, and
organic farming, its present reputa-
tion as an eco-friendly city dedicated
to the spiritual ideals of human unity
and progress attracts a fair number of
visitors each year.

But is Auroville’s present pollution-
free, and attractive green environ-
ment mainly responsible for its ris-
ing land costs? With Pondicherry
having reached its expansion limits,
more and more people are looking
towards Auroville and its vicinity.
With the annual inflow of foreign
tourists in Auroville, local eateries
and restaurants have sprouted in and
around Auroville. Larger resorts
offering accommodation with pool
facilties are reported to be initiated
along the beach in the near future.
Within Auroville there is also the
pressing danger of land speculation
and haphazard development, particu-
larly along the main roads.
Hopefully the present campaign will
yield good results. Children from
Auroville schools are assisting in the
booths that have been specially set
up at Pour Tous and the Solar
Kitchen, reflecting a new surge of
energy within Auroville to secure the
land for Mother’s vision.

Abha Prakash
Enquiries regarding donations can

be sent to
Landfund @ auroville.org.in

In brief

Republic day

On January 26th, the Republic
Day of India was celebrated by a
flag hoisting at Bharat Nivas by
Ms. Santosh Malik and children
of Auroville schools singing
patriotic songs.

Matrimandir

At a meeting of the Residents’
Assembly on January 6th, 70
people voted in favour of a pro-
posal elaborated by the
Auroville Council to create a
Matrimandir Focus Group as
well as a Matrimandir Co-ordi-
nators’ Team and Core Team.
About 13 people abstained and
one person voted against the
proposal. The mandate of the
Focus Group is to facilitate and
provide the necessary space for
open discussion, transparency,
fair process and impartiality at
the Matrimandir. The Group will
have the responsibility and duty
to assist in the clarification and
finding solutions to conflict
issues such as the lake, gardens,
access, interface of the
Matrimandir area with the city
and pending issues of the
Matrimandir  structure. The
Coordinators Group will consist
of the coordinators of all the
work areas. From amongst
them, a Core group will be
formed. The  Matrimandir
Workers Team announced after-
wards that it did not accept the
resolution and that a vote of so
few people cannot be sufficient
to replace an established work-
ing team. The Auroville Council
explained in a subsequent note
in the Auroville News that the
resolution is not endorsing the
removal of people presently
holding functions at
Matrimandir.

No compensatis:
for assets

.The Auroville Funds and Assets

Management Committee stated
that no compensation will be
given for the value of immove-
able assets left behind if an indi-
vidual leaves Auroville perma-
nently. A Repatriation Fund is in
place for those who need help,
but such help will not be related
to the value of the immoveable
assets that were created by the
individual in Auroville.

ARKA

The project managers of ARKA,
a housing project for senior citi-
zens, announced that the struc-
ture of the public buildings will
be finished soon and that the
building of the residential units
for senior citizens (above 60
years) is about to start. The pub-
lic buildings have been funded
by a friend of Auroville as a
donation. For more info contact
mariagrazia@auroville.org.in

Health Fund

The Auroville Health Fund,
which started on February 1,
2002, stated that around 1000
Aurovilians and newcomers are
part of the experiment. The
Fund operates as a co-operative

| insurance, where all participants

bear the health costs collective-
ly.

Vijnana opens

Sonja and Krishnaprem, two
professional health practitioners
from Germany, have started
Vijnana, a natural health-care
service unit. The unit is located
in the industrial zone and works
in co-operation with KOFPU,
the Kottakarai Organic Food
Processing Unit.
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MAIN THEME: INAUGURATION DAY

Out of the blue

Manoj Das Gupta, trustee of the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, remembers

ber, but I do not claim any

absolute authenticity as I have a
very bad memory.
In January 1968 I was down with
paratyphoid. I was kept to my bed for
a few weeks, and one day, as I was
lying in my cot, probably towards the
end of January or the beginning of
February, RogerAnger, Navajata and
Gilbert came to visit me. They came to
tell me that Mother had asked me to
write the Charter of Auroville. I was
taken aback. “Charter? What does it
mean?” I asked. They told me, “How
you conceive this township.” If T
remember correctly, what they said
was that someone had written a draft
charter or something like that, and
Mother was not quite satisfied and had
suggested my name. I drafted some-
thing, and when Mother’s Charter was
made public I was pleased to see that
some of the things I had mentioned
were there — a place for perpetual edu-
cation, no religion, some of these
things. But it is very unfortunate that I
did not keep any copy of what I had
sent to her.
Then — the date on the note is February
24th, but I am doubtful about that —
someone had written to Mother:

I "1l try to say whatever I remem-

Douce Mére,
it is necessary that there be one cen-

tral information office for the

Auroville Function where every piece
of information is collected and then
suitably arranged to be available to
others who need it.

Such an office is already supposed to
be in existence with Norman Oscar,
but all information is not available
there.

If You Yourself, Douce Mére, appoint
someone to this work, it will be effec-
tively done. Then each one will be
instructed to send every piece of infor-
mation small or big to this central
office and also the person in charge
will go round and collect the informa-
tion himself.

Below it Mother had written
Manoj will do that work.

That came out of the blue for me. On
January 31st, I wrote to Mother
informing Her that I had recovered
and that it appeared that She had
appointed me for something for
Auroville, but that I had no experi-
ence. I asked Her to give me the Force
and Guidance so that I could be Her
worthy instrument for the Work.

Mother replied that Roger would
inform me what was to be done. But
then She added, in this marvellous
caring way of hers, that for the
moment I shouldn’t fatigue myself in
order that I completely healed. “My
tenderness is with you and my bless-

A thousand paths

From Udar Pinto’s reminiscences

dﬁef involved me on three
M occasions regarding
Auroville. The first was the

inauguration of Auroville. There was a
plan: two young representatives of
each country would come and bring
earth from their country and put it into
that urn. And at the same time the
Charter would be read in some lan-
guages. Now Mother told me that the
communist countries were refusing to
participate because of one word in the
Charter: the word ‘divine’.

So she said, “T want you to sec the
Russian Consul-General.”

I was surprised because I knew nothing
about it so I complained, “Why send
me?”

“You just go! Don’t think of anything
clever to do, I'll just put words in your
mouth.”

Now I'll tell you about Mother. When
she asks you to do something, she
arranges the circumstances beautifully.
You see, I was ordered to see the
Consul-General: as a complete
stranger you have to make an appoint-
ment and you have to wait. I just went
straight, made no appointment and said
I was from the Sri Aurobindo Ashram
and I wanted to see the Consul-
General. Normally you don’t succeed,
but they said “Yes” — very naturally. It
is a kind of a miracle but you don’t see
it as a miracle. That is the beauty of
Mother’s miracles; they happen very
naturally. So the man asked me to
come up at once, he greeted me at the
door and said, “Oh! Come, come, we
are so happy about this whole scheme
of Auroville, the first international city
of the whole world; but this one thing

Master of ceremonies Udar Pinto (left) discusses inauguration matters

ings so that you can recuperate.”

I started to teach again on February
11th. A few days later, I learned that I
had to replace Gilbert for his work in
Auroville, (he was in charge of press
relations with Eckhardt) during his
absence. But I also learned from
Navajata that I had to take responsi-
bility for the children who would
come for the ceremony. I wrote to
Mother asking Her what She expected
from me.

Unfortunately I do not remember any-
more what She said to me when I vis-
ited Her with Roger.

On 17 February I sent Mother a list of
33 countries from where earth would
arrive, to be deposited in the urn, and
a list of the countries which had
agreed to send children form the cere-
mony. Some countries had asked that
children from the Ashram school
would represent them.

There were, of course, many problems
of organization. For example, three
persons each believed they were
responsible for the planned youth con-
ference. Mother’s response is very
instructive and I believe valid even
today for both the Ashram and
Auroville.

“Here nobody can be the exclusive
leader — everybody has to learn to
collaborate. It is a very good disci-
pline for the vanity, self-love, and the

excessive sense of importance of per-
sonalities.”

Blessings,

Mother

"On the 27th, I wrote to Mother that I

understood that She had chosen me to
give some souvenirs for the children,
that we had decided to do that after
dinner that evening, and if this was all
right. It also appeared that Mona
Sarkar had asked me to work with him
during the ceremony and I asked Her
if that was ok as I was free that day.
Mother replied that it was ok. The
youth camp took place at the Sri
Aurobindo Society office, after the
dinner. T do not remember anymore
what the gifts were.

The atmosphere during the ceremony?
A tremendous power. It was a real fes-

tival, with all the buses, the barren
land ~ and when Mother’s voice
came, live from her room in the
Ashram, it was overwhelming. There
definitely was a very special force
present that day.

Auroville could never have started,
even less have materialized to the °
extent it has today, if there were no
Divine power sustaining it.

Other memory: I would go every
morning with all the information to
Mother. One day she told me: so far, I
have received ideas about buildings,
this, that. The real Auroville, it will
take 200 years. So it’s obvious to me
that the change of consciousness is the
first requirement. We put the cart
before the horse if we talk about phys-
ical transformation before having
realized that.

with Roger Anger and others
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Udar Pinto (left) and Roger Anger walking up from the Urn

stopping us is about ‘the Divine’...”
Now I didn’t think of what to say and
Il tell you how Mother works. I said,
“All right, Consul-General, if you
can’t take the word “Divine”, let us see
what you can take. Do you believe in
progress?”’

“Of course we believe in progress,
communism has to progress.”
“Progress towards what?”

“Go on progressing; what progress
towards something!”

I said, “Suppose I say, progress
towards perfection?”

He began to ponder, then he embraced
me, “You have given a new slogan for
our party. I will inform my govern-
ment immediately.”

Then I waited for him to cool down a
little bit and said, “And what about
ultimate perfection?”

“Now you begin to become a philoso-
pher, ultimate doesn’t mean anything.”
He was a happy fellow, with a good
sense of humor.

I said, “All right, you don’t like it
because it means nothing. And what
about zero and infinity, they mean
nothing and yet you have to use them
in mathematics. You Russians are very
good in mathematics, if you remove

zero and infinity they’ll shoot you!”
(laughs)

“Yes”, he said; he was a very sweet
man.

Then he said, “All right, I'll accept
ultimate perfection. Then what?”

I said, “That is the Divine.”

Part of the exhibition arranged around the Banyan Tree.

“What! That is the Divine?”

“Look Consul-General, any effort you
follow, ultimately you reach the
Divine. There are a thousand paths and
ultimately you reach the Divine.”

“Is that so? All right then, we can take
that.”

i

The text signed by The Mother states:

Humanity Is not the last rung of the terrestrial creation.
Evolution continues and man will be surpassed. It is for each individual
to know whether he wants to participate in the advent of this new
species




























